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In crafting the direction for The Herald over this 
past year, one of my primary goals has been to 
share the heart of our ministry work in a way that 
goes beyond simply reporting events. I have tried 
to make sure our stories get told.

But, this publication is designed for a light, quick 
read. I wondered if we could do more.

With the growing popularity of podcasts, we've 
taken the plunge into the world of digital 
programming. You'll find information in this 
issue about Stories from the 116, which gives a little 
more space, in audio form, to the stories that 
make up the heart of who we are. I'm proud of 
this new venture, and I hope it is a valuable 
ministry tool for years to come.

The inaugural episodes of the podcast tell the 
story of our Liberia Team's recent trip to West 
Africa, capturing the mystery and flavor of that 
incredible journey. This edition of The Herald also 
gives space to these stories. From the cover 
picture, which in itself tells a thousand stories, to 
a great article from Pastor Tim Ozment, we invite 
you along on the journey as God weaves together 
events to change lives around the world.

I would always love to have more personal 
interaction with you, as well. Look me up on 
Facebook and send a friend request. I give a fresh 
blessing every weekday straight from my heart, 
and from the things that are texturing my 
journey. I'd love to connect with you there.

Blessings to you! 

Greg Fish

Editor

Letter 
from

the Editor

Dan Philips, who was born to ride, got to take a ride 
on the rough Liberian roads on a borrowed motor 
bike. Photo by Julie Rolffs
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ON THE COVER: 
Pastor Tim Ozment captured this fantastic 

moment during the recent Liberia 
missions trip. Dan Philips looks on as the 

beauty of God's love surrounds him.
 

DEADLINES: Articles to be considered for 
publication in The Herald must be submitted to 

Greg Fish at gfish@fumcpeoria.org by 10 AM on the 
tenth day of the month preceding issue date. In the 

subject line of your email submission, type, 
"HERALD." All submissions are subject to editing 
and style standards, and their use is solely at the 
discretion of the editor. Picture submissions are 

encouraged to accompany your submission. Focus 
on individuals and smaller numbers of people who 

help tell the story. 
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By the Rev. Dr. Timothy Ozment
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FOREVER A 
PART OF MY 

HEART
Photo by Julie Rolffs
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Thanks to a grant from the Peoria First Foundation and the Mission Team?s GIC fund, our visioning 
team spent nearly two weeks in the West African country of Liberia.
We built relationships with those involved in mission and 
ministry in their country. We visited several UM 
children?s schools. We toured the Ganta Hospital and 
mission station.  We received gifts of clothing, kola nuts, 
and a live African chicken. We gave polo-shirts with the 
Peoria First logo embroidered on them.  We ate rice, 
bananas, fresh pineapple, rice, bread, chicken baked on a 
charcoal fire, papaya, rice, fufu, and were once offered 
bush meat ? don?t ask.  

Did I mention rice?  If a Liberian hasn?t had rice at a meal, 
they will tell you they haven?t eaten all day.

We landed in the Monrovia airport and got off the plane, 
some 30 hours after beginning our journey. What 
immediately caught our attention, besides the 88 degree 
heat at 9 PM, was the smell of charcoal fires.  Electricity 
from the power company is inconsistent at best.  While 
we were in Liberia, the power went off at least four times; 
usually just for an hour or two, but once for an entire 
24-hour period. Electric stoves aren?t reliable when you 
don?t know if the power will remain on. Natural gas is 
expensive and requires getting a tank filled. So, most 
families cook over a charcoal fire on the back porch.  

In certain places the smell of rubber and latex being 
processed is strong.  Firestone leases one million acres of 
land to grow rubber trees.  The tree is scored, and a 
bucket is used to catch the sap ? much like maple syrup is 
collected in Canada and the states.

This beautiful country reminded me of an old-fashioned 
church camp.  Most houses are made of cinderblocks or 
handmade mud bricks.  They are small, about the size of a 
cabin, with just a handful of rooms.  Indoor plumbing 
may be present and there might be running water to the 
sink. But, most likely, the bathroom would have a normal 

white-ceramic toilet even though the water tank isn?t 
filled.  There is a large barrel of water and a small bucket 
in order to pour a half gallon of water into the bowl for a 
?gravity flush.?  

In Monrovia, a city of 2.5 million people, there is only one 
traffic light, and most avoid it because of the traffic jam it 
creates.  There are no street signs and the few stop signs 
we saw were more of a suggestion.  Occasionally there 
would be an officer at mid-intersection directing traffic. 
This too seemed more of a polite gesture.  A quick honk 
of the horn warns other drivers, the overly-abundant 
motorcycles, and pedestrians walking on the edge of the 
road (just inches away of your vehicle going 50 MPH) that 
you?re about to pass or make a turn.  

In spite of a difficult life, the lack of simple comforts 
which we often take for granted, the oppressive heat, and 
a dozen snakes or critters that could either kill you or eat 
you (or both), these people readily smile, sing, and offer 
prayers of thanksgiving. They wave to one another as 
they pass.  They offer hospitality to those who enter their 
homes, churches, and buildings.  With great gratitude 
they share greetings and gifts, even when they truly can?t 
afford to give things away. 

It?s always good to be back on American soil after being 
out of country.  To hug your loved ones at the airport, to 
taste American food, to shower in hot water, and to sleep 
in your own bed again is a joy.  But, the sights, sounds, 
and smells have lingered long after we?ve returned.  We 
have hundreds of photos to share, Liberian chocolate, and 
carvings to remind us of this gracious land. And, we 
brought back a connection with the people of Liberia.  

(continued on next page)

"...The sights, sounds, and smells have l inger ed 
long af ter  we?ve r etur ned... we br ought  back  a 

connect ion with the people of  Liber ia."
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(continued from last page)

We went to Liberia to catch a vision of 
partnership with those God might be calling us to 
engage, and to discern what mission and ministries 
we might play a part in. We got a clear vision.  
Since we returned, we have created a twenty-page 
Liberian Vision Report that we will share.  

But, we brought back so much more than just a 
report. Our hearts are forever connected to these 
Liberians. They are now deeply seated in our 
minds and spirits. I can?t think of those nursing 
students ? 200 plus strong ? singing in chapel and 
welcoming us with warmth and gratitude, without 
feeling affection for them and praying that they are 
successful.  When I think of the Dean of the 
Nursing School, Clinton Zeantoe; missionary, 
Helen Roberts-Evans; District Superintendent, 
Aaron Yankee; our driver Joe, who took great care 
of us; or a hundred other Liberians I met, I pause 
to give God thanks for these people who are now a 
part of me and a part of us at Peoria First.  

Yes, it's good to be home in the warmth and 
comfort of my family and friends, but a part of my 
heart seems to still be in Liberia. And, for this I 
give God thanks.

Forever  a par t  of  m y hear t

PASTOR TIM OZMENT
is the Directing  Pastor of First United 
Methodist Church - Peoria.

Our Liberian team wearing their new lappa gifts. From L to R, Amy Zuehls, 
Caroline, Dan Philips, Julie Rolffs, and Pastor Tim Ozment.

First, our Liberian Team gained a 
powerful vision for West Africa. 
Now, you can gain insight to the 
powerful work God has ahead for 
us making a real difference in a 
far-away land. 
A Liberian Vision Team Report has 
been prepared, and our team of 
four w ill share it over a soup and 
sandwich luncheon on Sunday, 
March 1 at 12:15 PM, in 
Wesley Hall. Reservations for the 
meal are required. Signup at the 
information desk or church office. 
Cost is $5 per person.

A New View 
for Me & You

Menu
chicken noodle soup

pulled pork on bun
chips

cookies
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There?s a new way to learn about the heart of our ministry 
work, and to share that heart with others.

Stories of the 116 is our new podcast, available on our website, 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts (iTunes), and Podbean. 

116 refers to our street address, 116 NE Perry Ave., and the 
weekly half hour podcasts will reveal the ways our ministries 
are changing lives and touching our community and the 
world. 

The first episodes feature our Liberian Mission team who 
recently returned from West Africa with exciting stories and 
life-changing experiences. You?ll hear basics covered, such as, 
?What did they eat?? But with each moment, the narratives 
get richer and deeper as we delve into the stories behind the 
fact-finding adventure. You?ll find out how the team kept 
sane over the 36 hour travel experience, and how God?s Holy 
Spirit did something phenomenal on a trip to a city that none 
of the team wanted to go to. 

Is it true the team nearly got carried away by ants? Did Dan 
Philips really eat mystery meat procured from the wild? How 
does God ready you to experience a culture radically different 
than we are used to? You?ll hear the answer to those 
questions and more.

Stories from the 116 is hosted by FUMC Coordinator of 
Communications and Herald Editor, Greg Fish. ?This podcast 
has been a labor of love,? Greg explained. ?There are so many 
heart-moving stories from behind the scenes that give such 
depth and perspective to the ministry work we do here.?

Greg encourages you to give a good rating and review of the 
podcast on your provider, and to share the episodes on social 
media. Though these stories will mean a lot to us, they also 
help tell our community about how God is active and 
working purposefully among His people.

New Podcast  
Tells St or ies 
That  Make a 

Dif ference
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PASTOR TANYA EDWARDS-EVANS  
is an associate pastor at FUMC.  
 

By the Rev. Tanya Edwards-Evans

When we, the Church, the body of Christ, have lost our voice, 
our influence, and our direction, where do we go to recover 
these things?

Our source of direction is the BIBLE. 

I was told years ago that the BIBLE is our, ?Basic Instructions 
Before Leaving Earth.? The Bible is the compass that gives us 
direction. It is the road map that helps us navigate valleys of 
despair, mountaintops of success, the roller-coaster rides of 
relationships, the topography of emotions, and the water of 
tranquility that occur in the lives of humanity. 

Have you read this famous book? Have you read about the 
mystery and intrigue; the conspiracy theories; the fight for 
power; the drama between families and friends; murder stories; 
and even love stories? All these types of stories are found in the 
Bible. 

The answers to all life questions are in this book called the Bible. 
To find your answer, you must read the story of God?s love for 
the creature that he created in his image. That creature, called 
man, decided to a believe lie, rather than seeing the beautiful 
garden that was given to him to watch over. This creature?s 
desire was to be like God, knowing good and evil.   

We, the Church, the body of Christ, have lost our voice, our 
influence and our direction because we desire to be greater than 
the Creator. We will only be great when we follow the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit sent to us by Jesus Christ, who died on a tree 
for sins he did not commit. Then, we allow God to write his 
Word on our hearts and minds. 

?This is the new covenant I will make with my people on that 
day, says the LORD: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will 
write them on their minds.? (Hebrew 10:16) 

?And I will pray to the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, that He may abide with you forever.? (John 14:16)

- Stop comparing yourself to others.
- Lose the victim mentality.
- Don't hold grudges (forgive).
- Focus on doing a few things well rather than many things poorly.
- Take off the tiara or crown, and don't be a drama queen or king.
- Serve well.
- Whistle while you work (choose joy).

Em ot ional Healt h

Now That 's 
t he Book 
for  Me
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Lent & 
Lunch
Menu

Once again, we w il l  be of fer ing delicious, 
f reshly prepared lunches af t er  our  

Wednesday Lent en services at  12:10 PM. 
Here is t h is year 's m enu, prepared by Kit t y 

Vaughn, FUMC host ess. Each m eal is 
available for  a suggest ed donat ion of  f ive 

dollars.

FEBRUARY 26
Chicken & Noodles

Roll
Cook ie

MARCH 4
Ham  & Beans

Cornbread
Salad

Cook ie

MARCH 11
Chil i

Hot  Dog
Cook ie

MARCH 18
Loaded Pot at o Soup

Salad 
Cook ie

MARCH 25
Chicken Salad on Croissant

Fruit
Cook ie

APRIL 1
Beef  & Noodles

Salad
Cook ie

Lenten observances will begin on Ash Wednesday, 
February 26, and continue through April 1. 

On Ash Wednesday, February 26, services will be held at 
12:10 PM and 7 PM in the Sanctuary.

Following that, Lenten services will be held each 
Wednesday from March 4-April 1, at 12:10 PM in the 
chapel.

After each of the noon hour services, lunch will be served in 
the Worship Center. The menu, and details, are on a 
convenient clip-off reminder to the right on this page.

Lent en Services 
Prepare Our  
Hear t s For  East er
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LOAVES&FISHCelebrating Community Ministries

By Dan Philips

The mission fields of this world are everywhere. 

From the children of Korsen, Liberia, to the children of Lincoln K8 school, the 
opportunities and challenges before us loom large in our hearts. 

Each one of us are blessed with the ability to use our gifts to make a difference in the world 
around us. The blessings can be as simple as praying for the missions and missionaries we 
support, to joining a mission team, to being a part of a child?s life at Lincoln K8 school.

Here is a brief update on our Community Ministries and how you can make a difference.

LOAVES & FISH
Our feeding ministry, in its 25th year, feeds 
an average of 300 guests each Saturday. 
There are many ways to make a difference 
at Loaves & Fish, from volunteering to 
serve, to donating needed items for our 
pantry. We will have a church-wide food 
drive in late April, but we can always use 
canned soup and fruit.

Our clothing locker is currently going 
through some changes in order to better 
serve our neighbors in need. We are 
changing our focus from distributing used 
clothing to offering new packaged socks, 
underwear, personal hygiene items,  
diapers, and incontinence supplies.

Buddy Ministries at Lincoln School
Whether you are helping a first grader read, 
or lending a hand in the choir or 
after-school arts, you are showing 
something to young people that is often 
missing in their lives: love and 
commitment. When you join this 
partnership, you make a difference in the 
lives of young people, something that can 
transform their lives forever. 

Backpack Buddies 
During the school year, each Friday, we 
deliver 300 bags of nutrition and love to 
students at Lincoln K8 school. These 
students have been identified by the school 
as children who may be coming to school 
hungry after the weekends. Twice a month, 
you can help pack bags of food for kids or 
donate items to go in the bags.  

Morton Square Soccer Ministry 
It is hard to believe, but registration for the 
2020 Morton Square Soccer season is only 
about 12 weeks away. This ministry, in its 
20th year, provides wonderful, relational, 
and recreational opportunities to connect 
with our neighborhood families while 
continuing the relationships formed at 
Lincoln School. We play once a week from 
mid-May to July, and have many fun ways 
you can be a part of this ministry. You do 
not have to be an athlete or know anything 
about soccer; only have a desire to be a 
positive part of a child?s life.

To find out how you can make a difference, 
contact Dan Philips at dphilips@fumcpeoria.org.
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by Jane Garrett 

By Mike Iluzzi

When the Lincoln School staff members 
learned of Bob Caughey?s death, they 
responded, ?Mr. Bob was our Mr. Rogers. 
What are we going to do without 
him? What are his students going 
to do without him??

There are 150 reasons they asked 
those questions. 

For several years, Bob has been 
reading with individuals and 
small groups of students at 
Lincoln, in grades 3-8, four days 
a week. He saw 150 students in 
every one of those time spans.

Bob?s son, Paul, gave us the book bag that 
Bob took to Lincoln every day. What will we 
do with it? How can that huge gap in our 
lives, and Lincoln students? lives, be filled?

Several of Bob?s church and community 
friends came up with an idea. Mr. Bob?s Book 
Buddies was born.

Eight Book Buddies have started reading with 
Bob?s students already. More are needed to 
help fill that void left by Bob?s passing. 

Reading sessions are clearly designed by 
Crystal Monast, the Lincoln 
Reading Interventionist. She 
matches students and Buddies, 
provides the books, schedules 
15-20 minute one-on-one 
reading sessions, and gives each 
Book Buddy an orientation on 
the first day. Dave Gorenz or 
Mike Illuzzi will be with the 
Book Buddies on their first day to 
ensure a smooth and successful 

start. 

Please prayerfully consider spending 30 
minutes, one hour, or more, one day each 
week to help students improve their reading. 

For more information, you may call Dave 
Gorenz (309) 253-1729 or call Mike Illuzzi at 
(309) 369-0703.

MR. BOB'S BOOK BUDDIES

Did you know?

- our church has an online catalog where you can search for 
your favorite authors, topics, Christian fiction, studies, and 
more? The search engine is on our website under the 
pulldown menu ?Mission? in the ?Deeper? category.

- the librarian will check out materials for you and have them 
ready either at the library or the front desk? Email her at 
library@fumcpeoria.org.

- the library stores extra study books that will be given to your 
study group members without having to return them? This is 
because study groups will sometimes donate books when they 
are finished.

- you do not have to be a member to check out materials as 
long as the library has your contact information?

- the library has many books for sale at only $1 for paperbacks 
and $2 for hardback (unless otherwise marked)?

- the library will accept donations of Christian books, movies, 
studies, and music CDs as long as they are not more than 20 
years old?

- it?s time you visited the great resource that is the FUMC 
library? You can do that on Sunday mornings, Wednesday 
mornings, and Tuesday afternoons.

GET TO KNOW OUR LIBRARY
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FIND FARRELL AT THE PHONE 
We are pleased to announce that Farrell Davies has 
joined the FUMC staff as one of our Administrative 
Assistants. She is taking the position previously held 
by Jennie Ozment. Farrell recently completed her 
tenure as Chair of the Trustees, and brings strong 
administrative and people 
skills to the job.  She retired a 
few years ago as CEO of 
Heartland Clinic.  Director of 
Administration and Facilities, 
Diane Broe, told us, "We are 
once again blessed to have 
someone of her caliber to 
carry on with the remarkable 
work that Jennie has done 
within this invaluable 
position." 

LAW & ORDER: THE PRAYER UNIT 
The Peoria Police Prayer Ministry has three 
openings for prayer partners to help provide prayer 
support for over 200 officers. Team members are 
asked to send a monthly short note to two assigned 
officers, and to pray daily for their welfare and 
safety.  Please contact Richard and Twila Moore 
at moogie713@aol.com or call 309-369-6167.

LIKE A BRIDGE OVER TESTIMONIAL WATERS 
Gale Bridgewater will be giving his testimony at the Men?s Gathering on Monday, March 16. Gale has been a 
member of FUMC for over 40 years, and is a member of the Adelphian Sunday School class. He is also a member of 
the American Legion and VFW, and spent a year and a half working for a private contractor in Iraq. These days, he?s 
also known for helping his neighbors on outdoor projects on a regular basis. The Mens?s Gathering will be held in 
Wesley Hall. Please RSVP at the church office if you can attend.

Be sure to visit our website at www.fumcpeoria.org 
for more great articles, information, and connectional 
videos. Tell your friends about it as well, and share it 
on social media.
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By Mindy LaHood

For over 20 years, FUMC has been one of the 
host sites for the Illinois Music Educators 
Conference.  

Students and teachers from all over the state of 
Illinois make their way to Peoria, each January, 
to learn, grow, and make music.  

If you were fortunate enough to stop by the 
church from January 30-February 1, you, no 
doubt, heard these young musicians auditioning 
or rehearsing.  For three days, both the sanctuary 
and worship center were transformed into 
rehearsal space for nearly 600 choral students, 
their directors, and clinicians.  

The atmosphere in the building was filled with 
excitement, laughter, and joy as they 
collaborated and worked towards a combined 
concert on Saturday at the Civic Center.  

As a church, we are able to practice radical 
hospitality during this conference each year.  
Volunteers from the sanctuary choir and the 
church come together to feed all of our guests 
lunch on both Thursday and Friday; as well as, 
offer snacks and refreshments in between 
rehearsals.  From offering a friendly greeting to 
giving directions and providing dinner 
suggestions, we are given the unique 
opportunity to both serve and be hospitable as 
we show the love of Christ to young musicians 
from throughout the state.  In return, we are 
blessed with laughter, fun conversations, and 
some fantastic music as they share their gifts 
with us. 

SOUNDS
GOOD
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In the July 2019 edition of The Herald, you may have 
read the story of Daudi, and the amazing impact that 
our own Dru Smith had on his life. Today, we have an 
update in Daudi?s own words:
?The grace of God is always sufficient for every human 
kind regardless of whom they are and where they are 
from. Being rejected by my own relatives and being a 
victim as one of the street children in Zambia, 
Africa, really reminds me of how much God loves 
me. Sleeping in the cold, wearing worn out 
clothes and eating unhealthy food was once (my) 
life.

?I had no hope for the future and my life was 
meaningless especially when I thought of how I 
was treated by my own relatives and the society at 
large. I thought God hates me so much because I 
was living in pain with no hope of tomorrow but 
to look after people?s cars, wash them and get paid 
with money or food for my survival and begging 
for clothes and money from different people as a street kid.

?One day God said, enough is enough of this kind of 
suffering. He sent missionaries who preached Christ in my 
life and showed me the right way of righteousness. Among 
them are mum Dru Smith and Pastor Kilembo Robert, as 
well as others.

?By the grace of God, I was fully supported for my 
education and I finished my primary and secondary level 
with flying colors. I went to the university and did my four 
years program specializing in special education and civic 
education. I got my bachelor?s Degree and graduated with 
a MERIT. 

"I found the Job at Kafakumba Christian School with the 
help of mum Dru Smith.  

"As some of you may 
know, I was supposed to 
go and serve in the 
Republic of Ireland as 
children?s worker. 
However, my place of 
assignment was changed 
to East Africa.

"In November 2019 God 
provided me with 
another place of 

assignment in East Africa Annual Conference, Kenya. I 
will be now serving as youth advocate at Dr. B.T Cooper 
Methodist School in Kayole.  

"My social media pages are: Facebook: Daudi P Chanda 
and on twitter: @Daudichanda."

ACCEPTED
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Maiden Voyage
We have a new bus! You may have seen it and not even realized it is 
ours. A huge THANK YOU to the Foundation, the Youth Ministry 
Fund, an anonymous donor, and the trustees for getting the new 
fifteen passenger bus. The youth took it on its maiden voyage to 
Camp Timberlee in East Troy, Wisconsin for Winter Xtreme.  
Instead of renting two vans, it was great having a large capacity 
vehicle to transport people. While at the camp, the youth learned 

more about how to create 
and maintain healthy life- 
giving relationships with 
God and each other. They 
also had a great time on 
the tubing slopes, playing 
broomball, and getting to 
know one another better. 
Thank you for making 
this trip possible!

REVOLUTION 2020: SHIFT
Shift. Cambio. Change. It's easy to get in a rut or to find yourself sticking to 
a game plan even though the game is over. When was the last time you 
shook things up? Change can cause us to get anxious, to worry, and be 
fearful. But, God tells us not to be anxious. He asks us to call on Him in 
every situation. This year's Revolution theme is, ?Shift.? We must change 
focus from the things of this earth to what our heavenly father has called us 
to. 

Revolution 2020 will be March 20-21. Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to 
join us. Register by March 1 to get a t-shirt. Cost is $25. Talk to Christina 
or Pastor Miguel today about more information.

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable? if anything is excellent or praiseworthy? think 
about such things." Philippians 4:6-8

Soup & Chil i Cookoff winners
A big thank you to all of our participants and 
taste testers!

Chili Category

1st - "White Chicken Chili" Aaron Copes

2nd - "Chili & Fritos" Rosa & Ricardo Vasquez

3rd - "BBQ Chicken Chili" Ryne Koeppel

Soup Category

1st - "Pozole" Carmen Pen?a

2nd - "Cheesy Seafood Chowder" Dru Smith

3rd - "Stuffed Pepper Soup" Beth Dailey

Summer save the date! Registration coming soon!
Beulah Youth Institute (current grades 6-12) - June 21-27 

Mission Peoria (grades 6-12) - July 20-25

Un Corazon=Dios (grades 6-12) - July 30-August 1
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We are t he hands and feet  of  Jesus

Look for this symbol each month to find out what opportunities we are providing 
for the kids (and possibly their families) to serve our church, our community, and 
most importantly our God!  Here are some upcoming opportunities:

February 28 | KIX Club is making a meal for the Dream Center residents.

February 29 | All kids and parents are invited to serve dinner at the Dream Center.

March 22 | KIX Club will be stuffing Easter Eggs for the Community Easter Egg 
Hunt and Family Egg Day.

March 29 | Kids and families are invited to participate in a reverse Easter Egg Hunt 
to share Gods love to our community and invite them to our Good Friday and 
Easter Services.

9AM-2PM

The Light  Kids Conference is 
a one day event  for  k ids in  
grades 1-5. They w il l  enjoy 
m usic w it h Harvest , Bible 
Buzz, Recreat ion (w it h a 30 
foot  inf lat able), Shout  Co! 
Puppet s, lunch, snacks and 
great  worship sessions 
around t he t hem e of  MOVE 
(Joshua, Rut h and Naom i, 
and Jesus sending out  h is 
disciples).

Cost  is $23 

Please cont act  Kara 
Bushong if  a scholarship 
is needed.

Registration forms can be found at children?s desk or main office, but must be turned in at the main office. Registration may also be completed 
online with the link found at www.fumcpeoria/ children.

Contact Kara Bushong by email at kbushong@fumcpeoria.org with any questions or requests for further details.



Road t o Redem pt ion 
Feat ur ing work  by Rosem ar ie Adcock

February 26 ? April 19

Open House: March 6, 5-8:30 PM 

Receptions March 27-28, 7:30 PM

The Road to Redemption shares the Christian faith in a fresh and vibrant way, showing images 
and symbols that connect across the many pages in the Old and New Testament to reveal the 
stunning harmony spanning time. You will experience a display of God?s ancient and future 
story, pondering how we ourselves might be connected to God?s entire narrative.

Rosemarie Adcock has exhibited extensively in the United States and Europe, where her 
paintings are in numerous private and corporate collections. She founded the charitable 
organization, Arts for Relief and Missions (ARM) using the arts and music as a bridge to reach 
our changing culture with God?s unchanging word. 
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BRADLEY & ICC CHOIRS IN CONCERT
"All of Us" is a concert combining the Bradley Chorale and Illinois Central College Chamber Singers.  

The Bradley Chorale, under the direction of Dr. Cory Ganschow, and the ICC Chamber Singers, under the direction of 
Mr. Douglas Grogan, will join forces on Sunday, March 8 at 3 PM in the FUMC Sanctuary.

Doug Grogan explains, ?We are combining both choirs to promote community and bring  unity.   We really are not all 
that different and ?all of us? are in this together.?

Some of the songs on the program are: "O! What A Beautiful City," "I Will Be A Child of Peace," "Will the Circle Be 
Unbroken," "Like A River in My Soul," and "I Believe."

On March 27 and 28 at 7 PM, the Sanctuary Choir and 
Illinois Central College Chamber Singers will be 
presenting Requiem by Gabriel Faure' as part of our Music 
At First Series, sponsored by the FUMC Foundation. 
Completed in 1888, this work is different from other 
historic Requiems as it is not a complete liturgical 
Requiem. Instead, Faure' selects different texts so his work 
focuses more on peace and eternal rest. At approximately 

34 minutes in length, this 19th century masterpiece will be 
the focal point of the concert which will be complimented 
by a few shorter, individual selections.   This concert will 
be in the sanctuary featuring the Sanctuary Choir and the 
Illinois Central College Chamber Singers.  There will be a 
reception each night in the Foster Gallery for Christianity 
and the Fine Arts.

MUSIC AT FIRST SERIES: REQUIEM



Saturdays
Alive (Loaves & Fish) | 10:30 AM | 
Rooms L65 & L67

Sundays
Traditional | 8:30 & 11:00 AM | Sanctuary
RENEW | 9:45 AM | Worship Center
Renuevo | 11:15 AM | Worship Center

Wednesdays
Contemporary Worship | 6:30 | 
Worship Center

WORSHIP EVENTS

1
LIBERIA VISION REPORT LUNCHEON

2, 9, 16, 23, 30
MOMMY MOMENTS
 
3, 10, 17, 24, 31
ESL

4, 11, 18, 25
PASTOR'S BIBLE STUDY
LENT & LUNCH

6
DATE NIGHT

6
FIRST FRIDAY OPEN HOUSE

7
KIDS LIGHT CONFERENCE

8
"ALL OF US" COMBINED CHOIR CONCERT
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS

15
HARVEST BAND IN RENEW SERVICE
FRIENDS & FAMILY SUNDAY POTLUCK

20-21
REVOLUTION CONFERENCE: SHIFT

27, 28
REQUIEM CONCERT

MARCH Calendar

Our mission is to mak e 
disciples of  Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of  Peoria 
and the World.

We're handing you no blarney; despite what you might think 
of Leprechauns and such, there really is no gold pot at the end 
of the rainbow. But then, you knew that. As we March into a 
new month, it's good to remember that it's in the giving of our 
resources that we fund the ministry work we do. In this 
technological age we're in, digital giving has become a safe and 
popular option. You too can help support our ministry work 
in Peoria and beyond with a few taps of your smartphone.  

TEXT TO GIVE
Text "FUMCTXT" to 73256.
Standard text messaging rates may apply.
You will be prompted for information when using for the first 
time.

QR CODES are easier to find than four-LEAF CLOVERS
Here are the QR codes to take you to just where you need to 
be in order to give using your smartphone. Scan the 
appropriate code to get started:

New user                          Returning user

DIGITAL GIVING
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