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DISCLAIMER: The information represented here is for the  purpose of 
informing the FUMC-Peoria congregation of the change of events                     

for a month. They are however subject to change. For more up-to-date 
information, refer to us online at www.fumcpeoria.org, via social media                 

platforms (@fumcpeoria), or via our weekly email newsletter, eHighlights.

ON THE COVER: 
This is a smiling face, honestly. It's just 
that the mask can hide so many things. 

But, we move forward together, ready to 
pivot, as God renews us.

 
DEADLINES: Contact Greg Fish at 

gfish@fumcpeoria.org for information on  
upcoming deadlines and publication dates.             

In the subject line of your email submission, type, 
"HERALD." All submissions are subject to editing 
and style standards, and their use is solely at the 
discretion of the editor. Picture submissions are 

encouraged to accompany your submission.    
Focus on individuals and smaller numbers of 

people who help tell the story. 
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As our recent radio ad suggested, we?re ready to put 2020 in the 
rearview mirror, then rip the mirror off.

It?s time to PIVOT.

Pivoting doesn?t suggest tearing everything down and starting 
over. Pivoting is what you do when you?re dealing with the 
unexpected, and you make a decision to move in a positive 
direction. We can?t control the changes around us, but we can 
decide to get stronger and better as we learn from our 
situation.

As we edge towards spring, and Easter, this issue will help us 
take a deep breath, sense where we are now, and then decide 
how we want to move forward. 

You?ll find a lot of news here, of how your generosity, even 
through the shutdown, has been helpful to those with great 
need.

You?ll find the challenges we need to keep moving forward 
with God?s present help.

And, hopefully you?ll find encouragement and hope breathed 
into each page. 

As we step into a season of new life, new stories, and 
resurrected hope, may you find the strength you need to pivot 
with us as we continue to do the things God has given us to do 
with ever-increasing power and determination.

We?re ready to PIVOT.

Join the conversation on our website: www.peoria1.com.

The pandemic has caused us to continually reevaluate and adjust in order 
to be good stewards of all of our resources, and to get even wiser in the 
way we do ministry work.

One of the questions that has confronted us involves a small adjustment 
to one of our worship service and Sunday School times. In order to hold 
on-site services and all age-groups successfully, plus sanitizing and 
cleaning, we are wondering if it would be helpful to shift our second 
traditional service and Sunday school to 11:15 AM. 

While it would be only a 15 minute differential, it could create a more 
workable environment for us to make safe transitions and align our 
children and adult classes to begin at the same time. This might also help 
us in more consistent age-level programming because we would then 
have two worship services that begin at the same time, 11:15. 

Please be at prayer with us as we weigh the possibility of this small, but 
yet significant change.

The Hands of  Tim e Keep Changing

we're ready to

By Kevin Nelson

Living conditions in northern Mexico are 
particularly harsh with winter nighttime 
temperatures frequently falling to near freezing. 

Most shelters lack any heating 
source. But with your help, we?ve 
been able to make a difference.

For several years, FUMC has 
donated gifts and supplies to 
immigrant families at the 
Mexico-US border during the 
holiday season. Recent changes 
in immigration policy, as well as 
pandemic restrictions, changed 
the way we help these families. In 
2020, we partnered with Manos 
Juntas (Hands Together), a 
United Methodist Ministry in 
Mexico, and our partner 
churches in Piedras Negras, 
Mexico (about 150 miles 

southwest of San Antonio) to support immigrants 
and other families at the border.  We did this 
through donations designated for, ?Border 
Blankets,? along with special offerings given in 
November.

Over $7,500 was collected. An initial donation was 
sent to Manos Juntas in October, so that items 
could be distributed before the onset of the coldest 
winter weather. Over 125 blankets were purchased 
and distributed. The remaining donation sent, will 
be used to purchase space heaters, socks, hats, 
gloves and other necessities.

We are thankful for the work of Guillermo 
Berman (Mexican Methodist Border Mission 
Coordinator) and Pastor Roberto Gómez Reyes 
(United Methodist pastor in Mexico) for their help 
in distributing supplies. Families who received 
these items were 
overwhelmed by the 
generosity of FUMC 
and our United 
Methodist partners 
in Mexico.  

The Mas Allá De Las 
Fronteras (Beyond 
the Borders) Team 
extends  appreciation 
for the generosity of 
all who contributed 
to 2020 Border 
Blankets.

BLANKETING t he BORDERwith Love

WITH YOUR HELP, WE'VE MADE A DIFFERENCE
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PASTOR TIM OZMENT
is the Directing  Pastor of First United 
Methodist Church - Peoria.

If God is trying to teach the church anything 
through this pandemic it is don't play church, 
merely check a box, or get stuck in a building. 
Rather, be the church wherever you ARE. 

Are We 
There Yet?

By the Rev. Dr. Timothy Ozment

Are we there yet?

I can?t tell you how many times I heard that question coming from the 
backseat of our minivan. 

?Are we there yet? How much longer?? 

My answer over the years became, ?We?ll be there in two hours.? It didn?t matter how far away we 
were from our destination, be it two minutes or twelve hours.  I found that the answer really didn?t 
matter.  My children really didn?t care how far we were from our destination; they simply didn?t like 
the current situation. I suppose they hoped I could magically bring the trip to completion, which I had 
no power to do. 

Knowing how boring a long trip can be, we tried to occupy our children?s time with games like 
license plate bingo and the alphabet game. Thankfully, DVD players for cars eventually came along 
and they made the ride so much easier to bear, thanks to a handful of good cartoons and movies. They 
were a much-appreciated distraction.

So, here we are, almost a year after the pandemic began, and we?re still not out of the woods yet. 
Although there is the hope of two, maybe three, vaccines that will inoculate us against the virus, most 
of us are still waiting in line for our turn. 

Thankfully, our online worship services, Zoom meetings, and virtual small groups are happening 
every week. We?re reaching more people now than we have in a very long time. Even though it?s not 
quite the same we?re still worshiping and learning together. 

However, my prayer is that this is not just a distraction from the pandemic. I pray that all these videos 
and online resources are helping transform us into real disciples of Jesus who are going deeper in our 
faith. Being distracted is sometimes soothing, but there is so much to see on this journey that I hope 
we?re not just playing on our smartphones and missing the bigger picture of what God is trying to 
show us.

If God is trying to teach the church anything 
through this pandemic it is don't play church, 
merely check a box, or get stuck in a building. 
Rather, be the church wherever you are. Stop just 
showing up and checking the attendance box. God is 
calling us to be the church on the corner of Perry 
and Main, but also on whatever corner of the world 
we find ourselves. I?m not opposed to buildings, and 
I give God thanks for the amazing facilities we have 
here, but the church is so much bigger than four 
walls and a roof. 

Are we there yet? Well, no we?re not there yet. Stop 
asking. Get engaged in what God is offering. Look 
out the window at the world God has given to us. 
We may never pass this way again, so don?t miss it. 
And, once we?ve arrived, please don?t ask if we can 
go home already. We may never get back 
home? and if that is God?s will, then let?s live into 
the Promised Land God is taking us to. 

I can only speak for myself, but frankly, I never 
want to return to many of the ways things were. I 

want a more vibrant, real, and alive faith in Jesus. I 
want the power and presence of the Holy Spirit like 
I?ve never experienced before. I want my faith to be 
a real relationship with a living Savior, not a dead 
reliance on traditions that barely connect the dots. If 
I have been forced to make this journey, then I want 
God to kick my life out of the ruts I was living in. I 
want to experience this journey with wide-eyed 
optimism and faith. I want to live with a hopeful 
expectation of what God is about to do next without 
knowing exactly what that next thing looks like. I 
want to trust that God is in charge, and as long as 
I?m following Jesus, I can have faith that the journey 
is what I need. 

Are we there yet? When are we going to arrive?  
Well, in about two hours.
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By Dan Philips

?Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.?   
2 Corinthians 9:10 (NLT)

Despite the incredible difficulties, 2020 was a year where God?s children 
appeared with answers to unspoken prayers, fulfilling needs in ways we 
could not have imagined.

2020 was a year of tremendous changes in almost everyone?s lives. For 
many, it was a year of loss, loneliness, learning, and of doing things 
differently. One of our ethics here at FUMC involves helping our 
brothers and sisters. However, the pandemic has caused us to change 
and adapt the way we do food drives, loose change/missions offerings, 
and connections at Lincoln School. Through it all, you?ve been there 
ready to safely step up to the challenge of reaching out to our neighbors 
in need.

As we moved into the last quarter of 2020, the challenges were greater 
as the needs increased. The cold weather, figuring out Christmas 
giving, and restocking our pantry were just a few things we worried 
about. However, these were not the worries of our Loving God. 

One day, we received a call from a young family in East Peoria that 
wanted to do a neighborhood ?Advent Food Drive.? In discussing and 
learning about the season of Advent, their five year-old daughter asked 
if she could collect a different canned good each day during Advent to 
donate to Loaves & Fish. They joined with neighbors and collected 
boxes and bags of food to help restock our pantry.

Then came the call from Lara, who explained that she had just been 
chosen as the winner of two $500 gift cards from Hy-Vee. While 
discussing the windfall, her adult children remembered serving at 
Loaves & Fish and suggested that mom donate the unexpected gift.

Another call came from Lincoln K8 School explaining how their annual 
Christmas gift giveaway to needy families was in need of donations. A 
brief mention in eHighlights brought in donations from our church 
family along with additional toys provided by the two ?angels? that 
normally provide toys for kids at Loaves & Fish. The giveaway was a 
huge success. Our two special givers  also went out and bought 
hundreds of pairs of gloves, hats, and hand warmers to give away.

Additionally, churches of many denominations in Washington, 
Morton, and Roanoke, provided hundreds of hygiene bags, gloves, hats, 
mittens, and blankets for those we see and serve each week. The Peoria 
Association of Realtors donated 50 ten-dollar Kroger cards to 
distribute. The manager of the Kroger at Northpoint donated a $300 
gift card to help restock our pantry because he remembers serving at 
Loaves & Fish with his youth group years back, and wanted to help 
make a difference.

Unexpected Gi fts:
OVERWHELMING 
BLESSINGS

Our community ministries relationship with Lincoln K-8 school 
has been a blessing to us, and to the school over the years. We 
wanted to share with you a letter we recently received from 
Emily Hrdlicka, a seventh grade math teacher and AVID 
coordinator with District 150. 

Dear First United Methodist Church, 

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for all 
your help in getting donations this year 
for our Lincoln K-8?s Christmas 
giveaway. Our families were beyond 
grateful and felt so blessed to have that 
day to help with their needs. I know 
this year was a tough one for many, so 
to see the love in the outpouring of 
donations was absolutely amazing. 

There was some feedback from parents 
as they walked out with their stuff that 
day, and I?d like to share it with you: 

?I had lost my Christmas spirit this 
year, I thought there was no point in it 
anymore. After this today? ,? (tears 
welling up in his eyes) ?This is such a 
blessing and I know there are such 
good people out there in this world. 
This is a blessing from God. It?s not about the presents, it?s 
about that I will be able to not be stressed out and can 
actually be joyful for my children this holiday. They 
deserve that.? 

?We had already sat down and told the kids that they won?t 
be getting anything this year, and we were surprised they 
were understanding and didn?t complain. To be able to 

provide for them this Christmas as a surprise, well I don?t 
even have words for that.? 

?Christmas wasn?t going to be a celebration this year, it just 
wasn?t going to happen. I hadn?t told the kids yet. I was 
embarrassed. I can?t thank you enough and thank you 
doesn?t even begin to describe what I feel in my heart right 
now.? 

?We hit new lows this year and it 
has been so hard-and I know it?s 
been hard for most folks-but to 
know that people took the time 
and money to help provide a 
beautiful holiday for us is? ,? 
(starts crying), ?Well it is so 
amazing. We get to end the year 
knowing we are loved and cared 
for and that bad times doesn?t 
mean there isn?t still great out 
there. Thank you!? 

I have (included) pictures of the 
gym that morning before parents 
came through. It was filled to the 
top and we could not have done 
it without your help. So thank 

you, thank you, thank you a thousand times! We were able 
to serve over 25 families this year which reached over 80 
students. Please share this with all who donated. We are so 
appreciative and grateful for your partnership. 

Thanks so much again! 

Emily Hrdlicka 
Lincoln K-8 School 

A Caring Partnership That Made A Difference
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PASTOR ADRIAN GARCIA
is the Pastor of Latino & Outreach Ministries at 
First United Methodist Church - Peoria

By the Rev. Adrian Garcia

In Philippians 2, Paul exhorts the church to have the same attitude Christ had 
regarding himself.

 ?Let this same attitude and purpose and [humble] mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus? 

Philippians 2:5 (AMPC) 

?Jesus has always been as God is. But He did not hold to His rights as God. He put aside 
everything that belonged to Him and made Himself the same as a servant who is owned by 
someone. He became human by being born as a man. After He became a man, He gave up His 
important place and obeyed by dying on a cross.? 

Philippians 2:6-8 (ESV)

Pride-guided conflicts that lead to mindsets of superiority have been present in the 
human race since its inception.  Even in our new nature in Christ, we can know that 
pride is lurking around, waiting to drag us down the ancient path of contempt, all the 
while humiliating others.

On our 2018 trip to Honduras in support of the Aposento Alto Methodist Church, we 
had the opportunity to meet Jose, a strong Christian young adult who is part of the 
praise band. He dedicated that week to serve his community alongside us. It is always 
encouraging to find young people serving Christ in neighborhoods where delinquency 

and gangs seem to control youth.

Jose told us of the time a gang shot his younger 
brother. His sibling?s legs were so severely damaged 
that the doctors had to amputate them both. One day, 
the members of another gang found out who shot the 
young man. They offered to catch him so Jose could 
kill him. But, Jose rejected their offer, deciding not 
pursue revenge against the perpetrators. In 
amazement, they asked, ?Why?? Jose responded, ?I am 
a Christian. Christians forgive our debtors. I refuse to 
hurt them the same way they hurt my brother.? This 
young man taught us a great lesson. Because of his 
testimony, all his family came to the feet of Jesus.

What if we all have a similar mindset in regards to 
ourselves, just as this young man did? What if we had 
the courage and conviction to say, ?I am a Christian, I 
do not do vengeance, I am here to serve you and share 

that only Christ saves. I am a Christian and will not do evil to others, instead I will 
seek to do good even to those who hurt me??

We should have the same attitude Jesus had in humiliating himself, in order to fulfill 
the law of love.

In preparation for Holy Week, the best course should be to follow Jesus, to follow the 
way of the cross, and to deny self. Let us place others above ourselves and serve them 
as Christ has served us. Do it for 40 days. When you discern your actions and 
reactions to the injustice and the wickedness of others, you will confirm Jesus was not 
wrong to take this path, and you will not regret having the same mindset that Christ 
had.

We should have the same 
attitude Jesus had in 

humil iating himsel f, in order 
to ful fil l  the law of love.

Sam e
Mindset :

The Pat h
of  No 

Regret s
As the year begins, many are preparing to ask the age-old question, ?Will you marry me?? 

There is one who is asking us the same question. The Son of God, Savior of the world, pursues 
us, and yet we do not see Him. 

There is a courtship that has gone on for a long time between Christ and the Church. You see, 
our groom, Jesus, is wooing us with love, necessities, and even earthly desire. Still, our 
engagement has not ended in the ultimate marriage because we are courting the ?wrong man.? 

There is a blindness of sight because when we are looking for a Mr. or Mrs., we want a person 
who is perfect in every way: physically, financially, intellectually, mentally, relationally, and 
spiritually. However, there is no one on earth that can be all those things. Jesus Christ is courting 
us into a lifelong relationship that will go beyond earth into Heaven, and we as his ?spouse? must 
prepare ourselves for the wedding, an event that will bring us all that we need  to transform 
normal life into abundant life, and then into eternal life. 

How do we get ourselves ready for our wedding to Christ? It?s simple if we stop looking in all the 
wrong places. First, love God with your whole heart. We must seek to think like God, who is our 
?father-in-law.? 

The second thing we must pursue is unity and communion with Jesus 
Christ, rather than the world. When we go after the world and its ideas, 
we become enemies of God. 

The third thing is to commit to doing what is good. We cannot grow or 
prosper doing what is evil. 

Finally, we must be faithful to the plans God has for our life and our future. 

When the church, the ?fiancé,? has put her affairs in order, the marriage will not only happen, but 
it will be the best celebration Heaven and earth will ever see. Banquet halls will be decorated with 
pure gold, looking like clear glass, garnished with all manner of precious stones. Every entryway 
will be a cultured pearl. The gown of the Church, the ?bride,? will be made of the finest material, 
like woven linen, or mulberry silk. The guests will be from every nation. Jesus will say to the 
world, "In the name of God, I, Jesus Christ, take you, the Church, to be my wife/husband, to have 
and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow." 

Will you accept Jesus Christ's proposal to be his bride?

PASTOR TANYA EDWARDS-EVANS
is an Associate Pastor at First United 
Methodist Church - Peoria

By the Rev. Tanya Edwards-Evans

M arry M e?
Wi ll You

There is a courtship 
that has gone on for a 

long time between 
Christ and the Church .
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By Kara Bushong

As 2020 was coming to an end I saw a 
meme on Facebook that said this: 

?Nobody claim 2021 as YOUR YEAR. 
We?re all going to walk in real slow. Be 
good. Be quiet. Don?t. Touch. Anything.?  

While this made me chuckle more than it 
should have, it also got me thinking. How 
am I entering the year 
2021? My answer: 
frustrated.  

My husband tested 
positive for COVID on 
December 30, and so we 
entered 2021 in 
quarantine.  Thankfully, 
the kids and I never got it, but it was a 
difficult time.  The kids really struggled 
with not being able to see their dad in 
person for almost 2 weeks. Thankfully, 
they were able to see him using facetime 
multiple times a day.  We could not go out 
to get groceries and we only had 2 rolls of 
toilet paper left.  We are grateful for the 
amazing people in our lives that offered to 
help run errands.  

We were judged by some because we spent Christmas with my family and 
thus potentially exposed them as well. However, I have learned healthy 
ways to manage other people?s disappointment, and was able to model that 
to my kids. I could continue, but I will spare you my sob story and get to 
the point. I did enter the year 2021 frustrated, but I also entered it 
thankful.

Frustrated and thankful.  

I have a choice: focus on the frustration and be worried about how the rest 
of the year is going to go, or focus on the things I have to be thankful for 

in those situations and enter the year with hope.  I am 
choosing the latter and helping my kids to do so as well.  
Let me be clear, I am not saying that I don?t recognize 
and feel frustration. I am just choosing to focus on the 
blessings that God brought me during those times. It 
helps to ease the pain and brings a sense of not only 
hope but peace and even joy as well.  

How did you enter the year 2021? Better yet, how did 
you leave the year 2020?  It was a difficult year.  I encourage you to 
acknowledge the difficult things that you experienced, but to focus on the 
blessings that came during those times, and find the joys that were 2020 
and the hope that is 2021. I also encourage you to help your kids do the 
same.  

Here?s a way you can help them do this. Make a top ten list of your 
favorite things from 2020 as a family. Then, whenever you or the kids 
remember something negative from 2020, you can counterbalance it with 
something positive and see the ways in which God was present every step 
of the way.

By Diane Pflederer

The life giving power of prayer has left one couple changed, 
and grateful to be alive.  

Last February, Larry and Shirley Scharp were about to 
celebrate their first wedding anniversary when they both 
developed symptoms of respiratory illness. Shirley 
recovered in a few days, but Larry?s symptoms got worse.  
His physician diagnosed him with pneumonia.  

Larry?s coughing and weakness worsened, so Shirley took 
him to the emergency room.  He was diagnosed with 
Influenza A and B in both lungs. He rapidly deteriorated as 
his lungs filled with fluid. He was quickly moved to the ICU 
and placed on a ventilator, all the while being given many 
life saving therapies. Larry?s doctors in the ICU were 
pessimistic about recovery. Thankfully, he tested negative 
for COVID.   

Shirley and Larry?s daughters took turns maintaining a vigil 
in the ICU waiting room.  Several friends from 1st church 
often came and sat with Shirley.  The Directing Pastor and 
the Caring Hearts team visited frequently and prayed with 
Shirley and Larry.  A Caring Hearts member sang familiar 
hymns at Larry?s bedside.  Several churches told their 
members to pray for healing for Larry.  

After 3 weeks in the ICU, Larry slowly began to improve.  
Most of the life saving measures were discontinued.  He 
was then moved to another hospital to be weaned from the 
ventilator. Shirley sat with him in his room at first, but 
when the pandemic began, she could only wave to him 
from outside his window.  

Three weeks, at the end of March, he was transferred to a 
rehabilitation department.  He received therapy to help him 
regain his strength and learn to care for himself. 

He went home on April 16.  A few days later, his daughter 
arranged for a parade of cars of family and friends to drive 
by his house. Shirley and Larry sat in their yard waving as a 
parade of 48 cars drove by.  

Larry gradually gained strength and overcame the 
complications from his six week stay in the hospital.  

When they look back on the miraculous recovery from 
double pneumonia, Larry and Shirley are grateful for the 
excellent medical care. And though they know this care 
played a big role in his recovery, they firmly believe the 
power of prayer played an even greater role. Shirley felt 
surrounded by the prayers of people as she sat in the ICU 
waiting room. They both have become more focused on 
praying for people in need. Larry believes that his faith has 
grown. They treasure the memory of the parade of cars 
driving by their home because it reminds them of the many 
people who prayed for them during Larry?s illness and 
recovery.

I have a choice: focus on 
the frustration... or 
focus on the things I have 
to be thankful  for...

When
We 

Pr ayI Sur v ived 2020.
        n o w  w h a t ?
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By Julie Rolffs

Imagine what $55,000 can do.

FUMC has been engaged with God?s work in Liberia 
dating back to 2004. While this work has varied in 
location and type over the years, one of our 
longest-standing connections is with the School of 
Nursing. Specifically the United Methodist University, 
College of Health Sciences, Winifred J. Harley School 
of Nursing at Ganta, Liberia.

Our primary involvement has been in the form of 
nursing scholarships. Since 2013, we have provided 
full or partial scholarships to 57 students. You have 
given over $40,000, with another $15,000 committed 
to current nursing students. These students have come 
from across Liberia?s 15 counties and most of them 
return to their home county to serve as nurses upon 
graduation.

Helping to educate nurses has a two-fold benefit. First, 
an educated, employed individual with a reliable 
income will not only help support their extended 
family, but in the Liberian way, will also help support 
the broader community. Second, having educated 
nurses across the country provides the 
hard-to-quantify benefit of ensuring nursing 
knowledge is available wherever that individual lives 
or visits. You can imagine the benefit of a nurse being 
present when a mother is giving birth and the 
situation goes awry, or when a motorbike accident 
occurs, or when someone falls from a tree while 
harvesting palm branches or coconuts.

From Samuel,

?Today we were informed by the Dean that the scholarship has been approved and I'm so so excited this 
evening. I write (to) purposely register my gratitude firstly to God and to the Peoria family for this Life 
changing opportunity. Please convey My gratitude... This represents something I have prayed for for a long 
time and I'm super excited and grateful that God has finally answered my prayers at this time.... I hope that 
God will continue to bless the Peoria First Church as you continue to help humanity. Peace.?

And from Arnold,

?Let me use this time to extend many thanks and appreciation to you... for your service offered to 
humanity. Offering me your scholarship is not a mistake but an opportunity to achieve my educational 
goals. I pray to work hard in order to maintain this opportunity. Thanks for your selection.?

And I, too, thank you for the opportunity to be on the front line of communications with our 
Peoria Scholars at the School of Nursing. It is a rare week when I don?t receive a message from a 
current scholarship student or graduate with a warm greeting and an update on their life. We are 
a part of making a difference; and from my perspective, there is no greater honor.

By Julie Rolffs

FUMC has its name on a cafeteria.

When our team of four traveled to Ganta in January 
2020, we had a wonderful week of visiting at the School 
of Nursing. We learned that due to our dedicated 
support over the years, their new cafeteria (which we 
helped provide funding to build) will be 
named for our church. Watch for more to 
come on this project in future months as the 
building is completed and dedicated.

A project we discussed with Dean of 
Students G. Clinton Zeantoe involved 
running water. I asked how they were 
expected to teach nursing students about 
hygiene and cleanliness in the skills lab 
without access to running water. As of 
January 2021, this project, funded by FUMC, 
is 85% complete and was expanded to 
include the new cafeteria facility.

One final blessing we were able to bestow 
on the School of Nursing last year was that 
of food. Rice, to be more specific. Clinton 
shared the following in his recent 

newsletter:

?...We want to say thanks to FUMC Peoria for the donation 
of 197 bags of 25-kg rice. (The) donation was able to feed 
all 33 families (employees of the School of Nursing) for 
three months, another four families for two months, eight 
families for one month, 30 students (volunteers at Ganta 

hospital during COVID-19 
pandemic) for two months, and the 
entire student populace of 417 for a 
month, a time of midterm exams 
when they were particularly in 
need of food to enable them (to) 
study with ease.? 

If you would like to receive an 
emailed copy of the January 
2021 School of Nursing 
Newsletter, please mail me at 
jrrolffs@aol.com and I will 
forward it to you. It is such a 
blessing to be used by the Lord 
to support the people of Liberia. 
Let us give God all the glory for 
the great ways He allows us to 
be a part of His work there!

By Julie Rolffs

The majority of our nursing scholarships support funding through Winter Harvest, which we have brought in 
every spring for over 15 years. 

Please consider making a gift to Winter Harvest 2021. 100% given will go toward nursing scholarships. Whether 
you are able to provide a partial scholarship ($50, $100, $250, $500, etc.) or a full scholarship ($2,500), your gift will 
have a long-lasting impact in Liberia.

One of the beneficiaries, Rachel, sent this message upon learning about her scholarship:

?My name is Rachel, a student of the Winifred J. Harley College of Health Sciences in Nimba County 
Liberia. I'm one of the newly recruited beneficiaries of the Peoria Scholarship. I want to take this time to 
appreciate you and the rest of the team for the level of kindness you people have agreed to render unto me 
and my family. It's so fortunate that just during the time of needs (your gift) came on time. You... are 
humanitarians. My family and I are truly grateful. 

"?Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Crossing 2020 alive and healthy despite all the sorrows, deaths 
and sicknesses that the world is faced with is a blessing. Thanks to the Peoria First United Methodist 
Church... for all of (your) support. Financially, spiritually, and morally, I'm forever grateful.?

YOUR WINTER HARVEST GIFTS ARE          MAKING LIVES BETTER

YOU'R E
CHA NGING

T HE W OR LD

NEW  NA M E  
HONOR S GIFTS
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By Julie Rolffs

One year ago, in January 2020, four of us from 
FUMC traveled to Liberia, Africa to see some of 
the early blocks that were hand-made and laid to 
form the foundation of a new school ? the Korsen 
United Methodist School in Korsen. 

Korsen is a remote town about 90 minutes from 
Ganta, Liberia via dirt roads that often resemble 
more of a ski hill with moguls than roads. There 
are now two schools in this town of about 4,700 
people: the government school (480 students) and 
the new Korsen United Methodist School, which 
we provided $24,000 to build in June 2019. 
Interestingly, the two schools are next-door 
neighbors, and they work together to educate the 
town?s children. 

Considering the events of 2020, it?s amazing that 
the Korsen UM School building has been 
completed and opened as of January 2021, with 
160 students. To God be the Glory! 

The school employs Rev. Majestus Kruah as 
principal (he also pastors the Korsen UMC), along 
with 11 teachers, and three other 
administrative/ support staff members. The twelve 
classroom school has a capacity of 180 students. It 
is not surprising that enrollment is down a bit. So 
many in Liberia were deeply financially impacted 
by the pandemic, and are struggling to provide 
their families one meal a day, let alone to pay 
school fees. 

The Korsen UM School will always have some 
level of financial needs, but we have been blessed 
to help them take this really big step of 
constructing a school building, and for that they 
are very grateful. The most pressing needs of the 
school at this point include furnishings, such as 
desks and chairs ($3,300), textbooks ($600), 
supplies, like chalk, pencils, and notebooks ($600), 
and salary support ($1,000). If you have the ability 
for giving, beyond your tithe, to the church budget 
and would like to support the Korsen UM School, 
you may place contributions in the offering plate, 
mail them to the church office, or give online, 
noting ?Korsen School Support? on your check or 
contribution.

It is such a blessing to be used by the Lord to 
provide for the schoolchildren and families of 
Korsen. Let us give Him all the glory for the great 
things He has done! YO
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Recently, FUMC sent financial aid to assist with 
relief from two hurricanes that devastated 
northern Honduras. Here is a part of a follow-up 
letter we have received:

?Thank you again for being present in support 
of the Mission in Honduras... for weeks, the 
local church has been supporting communities 
in priority needs, such as food and shelter?

The need is great, but we have been focusing 
on support with food (prepared in support of 
community shelters) and food bags for 
families, mats and blankets, hygiene and 
biosecurity items. Let us remember that we 
continue with high levels of contagion of 
COVID-19 and disasters like these, increase 
the probabilities of other infectious diseases.

...We had the opportunity to take a tour of the 
communities of Cortés and assess the damage 
and areas of need. We hope to enter Yoro, 
since bridges were lost, and the roads are just 
being recovered.

...The resources your church sends us help us 
to continue supporting our churches in the 
north along this line.

I reiterate my thanks to the Peoria 
community, reminding them of the promise 
of Hebrews 6:10.

?For God is not unjust so as to overlook your 
work and the love that you have shown for his 
name in serving the saints, as you still do.?

In Christ Jesus,

Yorleni Jimenez Rojas

Program Director ? United Methodist Church 
in Honduras"

We also sent financial assistance to Mexico, and 
received this letter:

?We are pleased to greet you in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, wishing that in these 
difficult times you will experience God's 
blessings.

It has been a privilege for us to have you as 
our partners in the ministry that we have 
developed together here in the City of Piedras 
Negras, Coah.; and for the programs 
established this season, we want to inform you 
of the following progress:

...We have managed the purchase of 125 
blankets. We will distribute the first ones?  
(to) migrant families and (to those) with few 
resources in the city. For the rest of the 
blankets, we will join a street program?  in 
which we will deliver, in addition to the 
blankets that you donated, socks, pants, and 
another package of blankets.

In a second phase of the program, we are 
managing the purchase of approximately 40 
heaters...

Without further ado for the moment, we wish 
you that (all of your) celebrations are 
enormously blessed, since in difficult times we 
must highlight the blessings received from 
God.

Sincerely,

Pastor Roberto Gómez Reyes Associate Pastor

Iglesia Metodista de Mexico?

Two Lands, Two Bl essi ngs...
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By Dan Philips

Sometimes, Gondolas are better than donuts.

Our Police Prayer Team, led by Twila and Dick Moore, prays for 
each of our Peoria officers by name each day, as well as sending 
cards and notes of encouragement. In the past, the team would 
occasionally take coffee and donuts to the main police station for all 
to enjoy. We knew the COVID-19 pandemic would make this 
tradition impossible, but still wanted to show our appreciation to 
the officers that put their lives on the line each day for  us. 

Working with the police, the team decided to give Avanti's 
Gondolas (sub sandwiches) instead of donuts. This allowed all 
officers, regardless of shifts and where they were serving, the 
chance to grab a quick lunch or dinner they could take with them 
while on patrol.

This team?s work is important to the Peoria Police Department. It 
recognizes the sacrifices they are all willing to make for the greater 
good and lets them know that someone is praying for them as they 
care for us.

If you would like to serve on the Police Prayer Team, please let the 
church know and we can put you in touch with Twila and Dick 
Moore. 

Pr ayer

Lunch
and

By Dan Philips 

For quite a while now, the term ?Loose Offerings? has been a 
part of our giving. 

The idea behind Loose Offerings was to promote and support the 
different ministries and missions that FUMC helps to fund 
through the loose change or undesignated offerings that are put 
in the offering plates each week.

As times change, terms like ?Loose Offering? can sometimes be 
confusing to those not familiar with the original intent, 
particularly as it relates to loose change, which few carry 
anymore. Therefore, we?ve selected a new name. Our goal is to 
make it clear who we are supporting, why we support them, and 
how it is done with the same intent that the original Loose 
Offering was designed to do.

The new name, ?Missions Offering,? will continue to promote 
and support our Community Ministries and Missions around the 
world. You can still contribute specifically to individual missions 
and ministries like you may currently do, as this new name 
relates only to the undesignated offerings collected in the 
offerings each week.

As we transition to the new name, you may hear both names 
being used, ?Missions ? Loose Offerings,? to help us remember 
and get used to the changes.

From air conditioning to a state of the art digital facility, our FUMC Foundation has provided grants that 
build ministry potential.

At the close of last year, the FUMC Foundation approved grants for the trustees; grants to install new  HVAC 
units for the Heritage room, choir room and staff offices; and grants for the creation of our new Digital Media 
Suite which will enhance our live streaming and audio/ video production capabilities.

Thanks to the generous gifts of our donors, we have been able to grow and provide and fund 
the kinds of programs, projects and ministries that are vital to our church. 

The FUMC Foundation extends a thank you to John Endsley for his three years of service, and 
they welcome Paul Weers to the Board as of January.

If you would like to view the complete report, scan the QR code provided here.

TIGHTENING UP TERMS

BUILT ON A FOUNDATION
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We haven?t held youth group meetings in 700 Main for 
a few years now, but each person who came had a 
memory of ministry in the building. We talked about 
Holy Thursday Services and mission sendoffs, 
game days, VBS, and 6 Ways 2 Praise, meaningful 
worship services, and celebrations. I may have 
shed a tear or two, but I may not have been the 
only one. 

The Nighswonger Family remembered their first 
time through the doors. Casey and Chris fondly 
shared the warm greeting and hospitality they 
were shown by Polly Marion. They knew within 
those first moments of interaction that they had 
found their church home. Asa, now in eighth 
grade, was just one year old at the time. He 
vaguely remembers being in the nursery 
downstairs. They also shared that Pastor Eric 
Swanson baptized Casey, Asa, and Logan in the 
worship space. 

After sharing our stories and spray painting the 
building with messages, we prayed. We prayed prayers 

of thanksgiving for all of the times God was made real, 
and we prayed over all those who were impacted by the 
multitude of moments of ministry that took place. But, 

we didn?t stop there. We prayed 
for the future. We prayed for 
the ongoing ministries that took 
place in 700 Main. We prayed 
for God?s love to continue to 
shine and radiate from FUMC. 
We prayed for our witness in 
Peoria and our surrounding area 
to continue to grow. Although 
the bricks and mortar may be 
demolished, the foundation that 
was formed will never be left for 
dead. 

We may never know the 
number of lives that were 

impacted by the ministries that took place within 700 
Main, but we can continue to build upon the 
foundations that were formed throughout its sacred 
spaces.

By Christina Koeppel

It was the summer before my seventh grade year. I received a newsletter highlighting the new youth space in 700 
Main. It claimed that Sports Illustrated had just given the church an award for the newly remodeled activity center. 

While I knew they were joking about the award, I couldn?t help but wonder about all the amazing activities that the 
center held. It ended up being a pool table, ping pong table, a couple of old couches and an arcade basketball game. I 
don?t know why this particular mailer sticks out in my memory, but there it hides. I hadn?t really thought about my 
first introduction to youth ministry at FUMC or 700 Main until some of our youth and parents said goodbye to the 
building. 

On December 20, a group of ?artists? joined forces to say goodbye to 700 Main with pictures, phrases, words of 
encouragement, and thanks. Our mission that chilly Sunday wasn?t just to say goodbye, but to say thank you to God 
for all of the ministry that happened, and lives that were changed within the bricks and mortar.  

7 0 0  
REASONS
    TO BE    
THANKFUL
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make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of 

Peoria and the 
World.

Despite the shutdown, 
significant expenses have 
continued. Your tithes and 

offerings are very 
important to the future of 

our ministry work. You can 
scan below to give online, 
or  text "FUMCTXT" to 

73256. (Standard text 
messaging rates may apply. 
You will be prompted for 

information when using for 
the first time.)

New user               Returning user

Visit  FUMC 
online at  

fumcpeoria.org

Scan here to 
visit the FUMC  

website.
Reviewed by  Lori Herold, FUMC church librarian

In A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, Phillip Keller uses his experience as a sheep rancher 
to give us beautiful and simple illustrations of the relationship of the shepherd to his 
sheep. 

Being a city girl, my perception of livestock care was feed ?em, water ?em, put them 
out to pasture, and you?re done for the day. Then, you can do what you want? until 
the cows come home. Cows do that on their own, don?t they? And are sheep that 
much different?

Therefore, I was amazed at how high maintenance sheep keeping is. In fact, Keller 
writes, ?[Sheep] require, more than any other class of livestock, endless attention 
and meticulous care.? Taking the psalm sentence-by-sentence, Keller reveals the 
similarity of sheep behavior to human behavior and shows how they (and we) can 
flourish under the care of a loving shepherd. For 
example, he tells the story of a beautiful ewe 
who, although she was given the best foraging 
ground, would still wander through the gate to 
lesser forage. The comparison is, of course, how 
we are prone to leave the goodness God provides 
for lesser circumstances.

The job of the shepherd is 24/7. He serves as a 
scout to check out pasturage before bringing his 
flock. He serves as a protector from predators. 
He works hard to ensure fresh water. He picks 
up sheep that have fallen. He resolves rivalries 
and power plays between sheep. He takes his 
flock on a year-long journey to fresh pastures, 
the valleys and the highlands to ensure the finest 
grazing. He works the land to ensure it stays 
fruitful. He provides shelter from storms. He 
examines each individual sheep for its wellbeing. 
He helps prevent misery from parasites, disease 
and insects. And, yes, he will look high and low 
for a lost sheep. Through each of these many 
ways of caring for sheep and explaining why each task is important, Keller draws the 
comparison to the trials we face as human beings and how our Good Shepherd is 
also completely involved in our wellbeing.

A good shepherd is totally dedicated? he anticipates his sheeps? every need and meets 
it in loving detail. This book gave me a much better appreciation for Psalm 23 and 
our Good Shepherd, Jesus. 

A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, by Phillip Keller, is available for check out in the library. 
The first person who contacts the librarian to check out anything from the library 
and mentions this specific book will get a used copy to keep.

A SHEPHERD LOOKS 
AT PSALM 23

Book Review
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