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Scary!

I've heard that word a lot these days. Though we 
preach a good "no fear" ethic, we are still prone to 
panic and worry in the face of the unknown.

We are a people who like to be in control. And, 
frankly, right now we're dealing with something 
that is beyond us. That's why it's so important for 
us, as children of hope, to lock firmly into the 
peace that passes understanding and rediscover 
rest. It's not that the times are peaceful, or restful, 
but in Christ, we have a peace and rest at our core 
that centers all we do.

So, as we take on the tough task of presenting a 
written publication to you that is timely and 
relevant in a time where things are changing 
every day, we hope that you will find the message 
of our hope at the center of everything in this 
edition.

It's important for you to go to our website for late 
breaking information and updates. You'll also find 
all of our online ways of bridging the social 
distancing gap right there on our home page. Just 
keep scrolling down - you'll find it.

In the meantime, we pray that this edition of The 
Herald will be an encouragement to you. Since 
we're a bit uncertain of how our plans will change 
in the days ahead, you'll find fewer articles about 
what IS to happen. Instead, we're focusing 
primarily on what God is doing among us, and 
how we can better raise voices of hope in a time 
where hope is scarce.

Blessings to you! 

Greg Fish

Editor

Letter 
from

the Editor
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DEADLINES: Articles to be considered for 
publication in The Herald must be submitted to 

Greg Fish at gfish@fumcpeoria.org by 10 AM on the 
tenth day of the month preceding issue date. In the 

subject line of your email submission, type, 
"HERALD." All submissions are subject to editing 
and style standards, and their use is solely at the 
discretion of the editor. Picture submissions are 

encouraged to accompany your submission. Focus 
on individuals and smaller numbers of people who 

help tell the story. 
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GOD'S ANSWER
for  our  desperat e sit uat ion

By the Rev. Dr. Timothy Ozment



I?ve read a lot of books about Jesus and discipleship over 
the years.  

However, the following two quotes helped me come to a 
deeper understanding of Jesus and what he did for us.  
Both books I?m quoting are available in our church library:

C.S. Lewis, who wrote the Chronicles of Narnia series that 
have been made into blockbuster movies, helped me 
understand why humanity fell and the depth of that 
condition.  He wrote:

?What Satan put into the heads of our remote 
ancestors was the idea that they could ?be like 
gods?? could set up on their own as if they had 
created themselves? be their own masters? invent 
some sort of happiness for themselves outside God, 
apart from God. 

"And out of that hopeless attempt has come nearly 
all that we call human history? money, poverty, 
ambition, war, prostitution, classes, empires, 
slavery? the long terrible story of humanity trying 
to find something other than God which will make 
them happy. God cannot give us a happiness and 
peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. 
There is no such thing.? ?  Mere Christianity

What would God?s answer be to this desperate situation?  
How would God redeem humanity, and at what cost?  
Fredric Bonhoeffer, a German pastor and theologian, 
spoke eloquently of the sacrifice Jesus made and why grace 
is costly: 

?Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. 
Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness 

without requiring repentance, baptism without 
church discipline, Communion without 
confession? . Cheap grace is grace without 
discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without 
Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.? ? The Cost of 
Discipleship

Redemption and grace are costly.  Our redemption caused 
Jesus to leave the comfort of heaven and become a human 
being.  It caused Jesus to walk a difficult road that brought 
him face-to-face with the worst human conditions 
imaginable.  It caused him to be hated by those who should 
have understood his heart for the lost and the least.  It 
caused him to suffer, and at the end of the road to be hung 
on a cross.  

This is not cheap grace. It is grace that accepts us where 
we are, but is unwilling to leave us where Jesus finds us.  
This is transformative grace that brings the depth of God?s 
love to bear on our fallen nature.  This is the power of 
grace to straighten our ?bent to sinning? and make us an 
arrow pointing towards heaven.  This is what we celebrate 
every week, but especially Holy Week and Easter.

4

PASTOR TIM OZMENT
is the Directing  Pastor of First United 
Methodist Church - Peoria.

for  our  desperat e sit uat ion
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GETTING CREATIVE 
When THI NGS GET CRAZ Y

Print media can be left by the wayside in this day of a 
fast-paced, ever-changing flow of information.

Since it?s nearly impossible to predict what might happen 
in the world around us as we grapple with how to respond 
to COVID-19, it?s certain that anything we print here will 
likely be out-of-date by the time it reaches your hands.

We recommend that you take full advantage of the 
following ways to understand how our response to what 
the health department and government is asking of us is 
evolving:

www.fum cpeor ia.org

Our website is being updated daily, and you will always 
find the latest information about what will be happening 
with our ministry work. Cancellations and postponements 
will be featured prominently on the homepage. Likewise, 
there will be various media offerings you can take 
advantage of to remain connected to your FUMC family.

Social Media

FUMC is active on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter at 
this time. However, Facebook will continue to be a helpful 
way to communicate information as it becomes available. 

eHighlight s

Our weekly email newsletter will also be a great 
way to update you on the changes at hand. 

Phone Messaging

While this will be used infrequently, we do 
have the capacity to deliver urgent updates 
directly to your phone via a recorded 
message. If you have not received any 
phone updates, but would like to be 
added to our call list, call our office and 
ask to be added.

Television

Our worship service cancellations will be 
called in to our local television stations to 
be presented with their closing notices.

In addition to these resources, we will be exploring ways 
to step up our video communication of our messages of 
hope and Good News. Social distancing can?t keep Christ 
from drawing near to us, and it will also motivate us to 
find ways to be close to you even if we?re unable to meet in 
person. Should Sunday morning worship events continue 
to be cancelled, you can be sure that a worship experience 
will be available on our website as well as Facebook Live.

Regardless of how we do church together, it?s critical that 
you remember that our operational expenses will continue 
- including costs related to the ways that we are doing 
benevolence to help out the part of our community that 
the Coronavirus crisis is effecting most. Please see the last 
page of The Herald for ways to continue to give, and thank 
you for your faithfulness in supporting the ministry work 
we do together.
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1. Anyone feeling unwell should st ay 
hom e and seek  m edical care.

2. Wash your  hands f requent ly. Use 
soap and wat er  or  alcohol-based 
hand sanit izer .

3. Maint ain social dist ancing. Keep 
t hree feet  bet ween yourself  and 
anyone who is sneezing and 
coughing.

4. Avoid t ouching eyes, nose and 
m out h. Viruses can l ive on 
sur faces, where your  hands m ay 
t ouch. Once on your  hands, t he 
virus m ay ent er  your  body.

5. Pract ice respirat ory hygiene. 
Cover  your  m out h and nose w it h 
a t issue or  your  bent  elbow  when 
coughing or  sneezing. Dispose of  
used t issue im m ediat ely.

6. If  you have a fever , cough and 
dif f icult y breat hing, seek  m edical 
care ear ly. Call ahead for  an 
appoint m ent  t o l im it  your  
exposure t o ot hers.

7. St ay inform ed and follow  advice 
given by your  healt hcare 
provider . St ay up-t o-dat e on 
Coronavirus by check ing reliable 
sources, such as t he WHO, 
Nat ional Inst it ut es of  Healt h, 
Cent ers for  Disease Cont rol, and 
Global Healt h Tracker .

source: 
www.umc.org/en/ content/ coronavirus-what-to-know-how-to-help

The Wor ld Healt h Organizat ion 
recom m ends we t ake t he follow ing 
precaut ions:

BEST
PRACTICES

FUMC is responding to concerns about Coronavirus, or 
COVID-19. 

FUMC Directing Pastor Time Ozment says, ?We are making a 
calm, informed, and pro-active response to the Coronavirus.?

As we continue to monitor community response to this crisis, 
we are endeavoring to make measured and well-informed 
decisions about how to proceed. Since this is a rapidly evolving 
situation, anything we put in print will no doubt be outdated by 
the time it reaches you. We are using every media at our disposal 
to keep you informed about all changes to our scheduled worship 
service and other events.

According to available research, the best way to reduce the threat 
of Coronavirus is to be pro-active. Until vaccinations are widely 
available, the countries that have been most effective at 
preventing the spread of this deadly virus have acted in advance 
to minimize social interaction. Rather than succumbing to panic, 
mitigating the danger could simply be a matter of being 
responding wisely in advance, before it becomes a problem in 
our community.*

We encourage you to take all precautions you believe are 
necessary to guard your health, particularly if you are more 
susceptible than others to infections. While we might not 
consider our own health to be at risk, we have a responsibility to 
protect those around us who are more fragile.

FUMC will keep you informed of actions we must take to 
protect our congregation through social media, email, and 
church announcements.
* medium.com/ @tomaspueyo

Coronavirus as viewed under an electron microscope.

Coronavirus: 
A Plan We Can Live Wit h
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By the Rev. Tanya Edwards-Evans

As you are reading this, we are coming to the end 
of the Lenten Season. We recount the stories 
about the life of Jesus, especially the last days of his 
life, that lead to the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior. 

Some call it Easter Sunday, and others call it 
Resurrection Sunday. As we end this Lenten 
Season, I want to ask this question of believers: 
What type of suffering has you endured for Jesus 
Christ? And, I ask the non-believer: Do you know 
about the suffering Jesus endured for you, and 
why He did it?

The Cost  of
REDEMPTION



PASTOR TANYA EDWARDS-EVANS  
is an associate pastor at FUMC.  
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During Lent, many of us give up something for 
the forty days, and then pick it back up after 
Easter. But if you truly gave it up, it would not be 
part of your life anymore. 

As we enter our celebration of Easter, or 
Resurrection Sunday, let me remind you of the 
ways that Jesus suffered as well: 

- Verbal abuse at the hands of other Jews
- Mental abuse at the thought of death
- Cultural abuse because he was not a priest 

or Levite
- Economic abuse because the people always 

wanted something from Him without 
offering something in return

- Relational abuse because he had to leave 
his heavenly home, and his companions 
deserted him

- Physical abuse at the hands of the 
leadership of the Temple, and then the 
Romans.

After being whipped, Jesus had to walk from the 
judgment hall, having been given no food or 
water, to Golgotha, or Calvary, and was then 
nailed to a cross. Jesus suffered death on a tree 
made from a dogwood. Jesus suffered and became 
the Pascal lamb, replacing the lamb that was 
sacrifice for the sins of Israelites each year. His 
blood was shed to cover all the sins of humanity. 
Therefore, forgiveness of sins was made through 
his death. 

In rising from the dead, He took power from 
death and the grave and gave us a HOPE for 
eternal life. Jesus paid the debt owed by sin. As we 
accept forgiveness from the cross left by Jesus' 
death and resurrection, we can GO forward, 
forgiving others, and LIVE a resurrected life.

Here are your April Health Awareness 
notes from Pastor Evans:

World health Day  is April 7.

National Public Health week is April 6-12.

April is Alcohol, AUSTISM, Sexual 
Assault/Prevention and Minority Cancer 
Awareness Month

April is Donate Life awareness month; 
Donate Life America is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization leading its 
national partners and Donate Life State 
Teams to increase the number of 
donated organs, eyes and tissues 
available to save and heal lives through 
transplantation while developing a 
culture where donation is embraced as a 
fundamental human responsibility. 



9

COMMUNITYMINISTRIESGearing Up f or Spring

By Dan Philips

We are thankful for the warmer weather that 
Spring has ushered in, and look forward to the 
new growth that it brings. 

This past season has had its share of hardship and 
loss, yet through the dark days and nights came 
the bright light provided by our loving Father. 
This light came in many forms, from the hope of a 
warm Spring day, to gifts given in memory of 
loved ones that have passed. Our Father does not 
promise that we will only have warm sunny 
Spring days, but does promise that He will not 
forsake us and that He will be by our side every 
day of our lives, and that?s good enough for me.

Memories & Gifts
This past season saw the passing of several friends 
and family connected to our Community Ministry 
families. These individuals made a big difference 
in our work through their service and dedication. 
Even after their passing, this impact continues as 
memorials in their names come in with gifts 
dedicated to the Community Ministries they were 
a part of.

Loaves and Fish and the Buddy Ministry at 
Lincoln K8 received most of these memorials, and 
these gifts will help the budgets of these ministries 
for the next couple years. This demonstrates that 
the positive impact you make while on God?s good 
earth can last well beyond your lifetime.

Spring Food Drive for Loaves and Fish
Our Spring food drive for the Loaves and Fish 
Pantry will be April 26-May 10. We will have 
bags available to take home and fill beginning on 
April 19. Each bag will include a flier listing the 
items most needed.

This food drive will help us restock our pantry 
after a long winter, and your contributions help 
us meet the needs of hundreds of our neighbors 
each week. More information will come in 
eHighlights.

Photo by Dan Philips

Stay up to date on any changes or 
updates on this news by checking our 

website at www.fumcpeoria.org, as well 
as keeping an eye out for eHighlights.
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Gearing Up f or Spring

by Jane Garrett 

Basic Needs ? Loaves and Fish
Much like our Missions team, the Loaves and Fish 
clothing room is narrowing its focus in order to broaden 
its impact on those we serve. This ministry will now be 
called Basic Needs and will provide just the every day 
things a person may need. These will primarily be items in 
new, original packaging, including socks, underwear, 
incontinent supplies, diapers, and personal hygiene items.

The Basic Needs volunteers serve each week sorting 
donations and preparing them to distribute on the second 
and fourth Saturdays of the month. Their ministry meets 
needs with grace and respect, and has established positive 
relationships with our neighbors. Donations currently 
needed include: ladies panties, sizes 6-12; men?s cotton 
boxers, sizes M - 2XL;  white socks for ladies and kids, and 
black socks for men; travel size lotion, toothpaste, and 
deodorant. Donations may be dropped off at the church 
office.

 

Morton Square Soccer 2020
This May begins the 21st year of our Morton Square 
Soccer Ministry providing free weekly soccer to kids ages 
5 -12. The 10-week program meets each Tuesday, May 19- 
July 7, and draws over 200 children and their families to 
Morton Square Park. This all-volunteer effort provides 
our neighbors with family-friendly recreation where kids 
play soccer, learn Bible verses, and enjoy snacks in a loving 
Christian environment.

You can make a difference. We need volunteers to coach, 
help with registration, wash socks and shirts, and do all 
kinds of other fun tasks with your church family. No 
experience is necessary except the willingness and desire to 
make a difference in a young person?s life.

Contact Dan Philips to be a part of Morton Square Soccer 
2020.

Photo by Jeanette Kosier

Please not e t hat  all dat es are subject  t o change due t o our  
cooperat ion w it h of f icials on addressing t he Coronavirus cr isis.
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During these challenging and uncertain times, the need to stay 
connected is more important than ever before. District 150 is 
providing "to-go" school breakfast and lunch programs to students at 
several schools throughout the district. Our Adopt-a-School partner, 
Lincoln K8, is one of the distribution sites, and we have continued to 
provide 300 bags of food each week for the Backpack Program 
students. Many volunteers come in to church twice a month to 
prepare 600 bags at a time to take care of a two week period, while 
many others support this ministry with their service, their gifts, and 
their prayers. We are very grateful to Midwest Food Bank that 
supports this ministry with some of the food we pack and deliver 
each week. (Photo by Dan Philips)

By Pastor Tanya Edwards-Evans

As I look at the situation that has caused us to be 
limited or restricted in our movement, it reminds 
me of being sent to my room by my mother. 

I will start will a word of encouragement from 1 
Peter 5:8-10. 

"Be clearheaded. Keep alert. Your accuser, the devil, 
is on the prowl like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith. Do 
so in the knowledge that your fellow believers are 
enduring the same suffering throughout the 
world.  After you have suffered for a little while, the 
God of all grace, the one who called you into his 
eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will himself restore, 
empower, strengthen, and establish you." (CEB) 

First of all, you need to feed your spirit. Clear your 
mind and be aware of your surroundings. Remove 
the clutter of thoughts that overwhelm you, so you 
can see clearly. Your accuser is seeking to destroy 
you, so resist or fight off his attempts to distract you 
from your mission. Stand solid on our faith in God, 
because we know that we are not alone in this 
struggle for believers are under attack. We will 
endure and survive this time of difficulty, and we 
will be restored, empowered, and strengthened.

Secondly, rebuild your family connections by having 
meals, having conversations, discussing our life 
goals, and playing board games. The is the relational 
side of our lives that we have neglected.  

Thirdly, take a mental recess from television, radio, 
and computers; and, let your mind and body be still 
in order to listen to the world around you. Sit 
outside for ten minutes. This improves mental 
health.

Fourthly, examine how you spend your time, 
resources, gifts, and finances. Are you spending too 
much time on things that will not add peace of 
mind? 

And finally, move. Your body needs to be moving in 
order to stay flexible, to heal itself, and to fight off 
illness and disease. Walk your driveway or yard for 
fifteen minutes, several times a day. When you eat 
right, you keep a proper weight and have a mental 
alertness.

You have been sent to your room to reevaluate, to 
remember, and to react. Will you be different, or 
will you be the same when your timeout is over? 

I've Been Sent To My Room. 

Now What?

Neutral Ground, our ministry that supports individuals and families 
affected by HIV/Aids, continues to do what they can to take care of 
those enrolled in this program. This ministry is a partnership with 
the University of Illinois College of Medicine, Positive Health 
Solutions, and FUMC, providing essential cleaning and hygiene 
supplies to participants. During normal times, it is essential for those 
dealing with HIV/Aids to keep themselves and their homes as 
sanitary as possible due to suppressed immune systems. Today, the 
need is even greater that these supplies are still available even if the 
delivery procedure has changed. Diana Carlson (pictured above) 
packed over three dozen sets of  hygiene and cleaning supplies. 
Thanks to Diana, Erik, Beth, and the Neutral Ground team for 
finding ways to make sure that our neighbors in need are cared for. 
(Photo by Dan Philips)
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Things are changing rapidly from day to day, 
and there's no better place to stay up date with 
last minute details than our website.

Not only that, but our home page has become 
the hub for all our efforts to offer you ways to 
worship and grow in this time of social 
distancing. 

As you scroll down the home page, you'll find a 
stream of ways to stay in touch, and to join 
hands with others if only through a digital 
connection.

We also encourage you to check in by clicking 
the "I'm Here" button and filling out the form. 
This will help us to stay in touch with you, and 
give you an opportunity to be interactive with 
our worship events.

If you're active on Facebook, we encourage you 
to keep an eye on our page for late breaking 
details along with ways to watch our worship 
events.

One of the blessings this challenging time might 
bring is that it is helping us all to learn about the 
marvelous technology available to keep us in 
touch with each other from a distance. We hope 
that our website is a source of comfort and 
encouragement to you and your family.

fum cpeor ia.org
Gett ing Caught Up In Our Web
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Trivia Winners
Thank you to everyone who came out to support the youth 
trivia night on February 21. We hope you had a great night 
of fun, trivia, and learning about our fabulous youth. 

Big shout out to the team, ?Infinity? for a winning with 95 
points. Second place went to the BoFunkles with 89 points. 
Followed by a three-way tie for third with 88 points, ?Gift," 
?Red Hot Trivia Peppers,? and ?Hoof Hearted.?

Relationships
?Two are better than one, because they have a good reward 
for their labor, for if they fall, the one will life up his 
fellow; but woe to him who is alone when he falls, and 
doesn?t have another to lift him up.? Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

During the month of February and beginning of March, 
the youth group focused on relationships outside the family 
? romantic and friendship. It has been a great series full of 
different perspectives. Guest speakers included: Pastor 
Miguel and Rosy Rios, Dan and Kim Philips, Kara and 
Nathan Bushong, Doug Grogan, and Hollie Hill. Common 
themes throughout the series were intentionality, respect, 
boundaries, being yourself, lifting up the other person, and 
how much more fulfilling relationships are when there is a 
relationship with God. It has been a joy to hear the lessons 
of different experiences. 

Save the Date for  Nor thern Ireland 2021. 
There w i l l  be a tr ip Meeting Apr i l  19.
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Summer Opportunit ies
If students going to Beulah or Mission Peoria will memorize 
either Ephesians or Galatians by June 1, they can go to for 
FREE. Each book has six chapters, or about 150 verses. 
They also each have a beautiful message that we, as 
followers of Christ, need to be reminded of. (For our 
Spanish speakers, if you memorize it in Spanish, that works 
as well.)

Beulah Youth Institute
When: Sunday, June 21 - Saturday, June 27

Who: Current grades 6-12

Where: Beulah Holiness Camp in Eldorado, IL

Cost: $250 ($25 discount for early registration. $225 if 
registered and paid in full by April 8. FUMC Youth Ministry 
will cover $25)

Register no later than May 30

The theme for camp this summer is ?Unchained,? based on 
Psalm 107:13-14: 

?Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved 
them from their distress. He brought them out of darkness, 
the utter darkness, and broke away their chains.? What 
would it look like to live a life unchained? How sweet would 
it be to be set free from our bondage, our sin, our shame? 
It?s easy to become shackled to the things of this world, but 
we can live a life UNCHAINED.

Mission Peoria
When: Monday, July 20 - Saturday, July 25

Who: Current grades 5-12

Where: Dream Center Peoria

Cost: $150 ($10 discount for early registration. $140 if 
registered and paid in full by May 11. GIC will cover $60)

Register: No later than May 11.

More information to come.
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Though March was mostly swallowed up by social 
distancing, we are still so grateful to the CIC class for 
decorating the children's area for the month. Since you 
don't get to enjoy it as much in person these days, we're 
sharing a picture so you can enjoy it here.

There has been great excitement on the faces of our 
children as they arrived to a space that has been specially 
decorated just for them. One of these days, our doors 
will reopen, and we'll be needing more creative designs.  

Kara is looking for people to help spread the joy by 
prayerfully considering signing up to help.  She provides 
you with the theme and even a decorating guide that 
you can follow; or, use your own imagination and go a 
different direction.  

Please begin conversations, now, with your friends, 
small group, and family. Then, reach out to Kara at  
kbushong@fumcpeoria.org

WE GOT THE LOOK!
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By Kara Bushong

Have you heard the saying ?If life gives you lemons, 
make lemonade??  

That is exactly what we are trying to do in the 
children?s department at FUMC Peoria - make 
lemonade!  We may not be meeting in person, but that 
doesn?t mean we can?t have fun and grow in our faith 
TOGETHER.

On the first weekend we were apart, I issued a 
challenge to the families to build a fort in their homes 
and lay in them to watch the video lesson that the kids 
would have normally seen during the 9:45 AM Sunday 
School hour.  The response was amazing.  Families 
came together in their living rooms and basements and 
worshiped God together.  Families were openly talking 
about their faith and spending time in God's Word 
TOGETHER.  It truly made my heart happy, and many 
parents have responded that they appreciated the 
opportunity.

I believe God is calling us to keep making lemonade!  

We have many feelings about the situation we 
currently find ourselves in, but we can use this time to 
grow stronger in our faith and open the door for 
making faith conversations a routine part of our lives.  

For as long as we are apart, I am starting a "Family 
Faith Experience." This will be composed of a 
midweek challenge, a weekend challenge and lesson, 
and possibly other random tasks.  For each task that 
your family completes, such as building the fort or 
memorizing scripture, you will get an entry for the 
grand prize drawing.  

I also believe that God is calling us to share our 
lemonade with others.  In response to this, we are 
making our Peoria First Kids Facebook page public.  
This will allow you to share the challenges with your 
friends.  It will also allow people to see what our 
children?s ministry is about and find resources and 
hope during what is a strange, and for some, scary 
time.  

Everyone, not just church members, are eligible for 
entries into the drawing.  It will take place during the 
Sunday School hour on the first Sunday the kids are 
back at church. The winner will be announced on 
Facebook and our church website at 
www.fumcpeoria.org.  

Kara's 
Lem onade St and



Paper  & Clay:  
Inspired by Nat ure 
Lor i Reed ? Mixed Media 
Chr is Dokolasa ? Ceram ics

April 2?May 31

First Friday Open House, May 1, 5-8:30 PM

Music featuring Larry Lucas

Exhibits are made possible by the generous 
support of the First United Methodist Church 
Foundation through the Foster Endowment.

Entertainment by pianist Dee Ioder, 6-8 PM.

The First Friday Open House for the Road to 
Redemption exhibit previously scheduled for 
April 3 has been cancelled.
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Paul Hugh Till and his wife Kristy will be at 
FUMC Peoria Sunday, April 26 to talk 
about their church planting experience in 
Frenstat, Czech Republic. 

Frenstat is located about twenty minutes 
from Beskydy Mountain Academy (BMA).  
Paul Hugh has recently been added as a 
missionary that we support financially.

It is difficult work to start a church in a 
country that is one percent Christian.  The 
people are skeptical, and yet open to 
conversations about faith.  

Paul Hugh will be sharing his testimony of 
how God is using their work to be salt and 

light in a town that is about the size of 
Morton.  The Tills have found that forming 
relationships is the best way to grow a 
church from scratch.

Paul Hugh, the son of FUMC supported 
missionary Paul Till, met Kristy while at 
BMA.  Now they are ministering in Kristy?s 
hometown.  Frenstat is part of the 
Moravian-Silesian Region where the Josiah 
Venture headquarters and BMA is located.  
This partnership deepens our relationship 
with the people in this area that is already 
becoming a beacon of hope for the entire 
Czech Republic.

A New Generat ion of  Church 
Plant ers in t he Czech Republic
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Saturdays
Alive (Loaves & Fish) | 10:30 AM | 
Rooms L65 & L67

Sundays
Traditional | 8:30 & 11:00 AM | Sanctuary
RENEW | 9:45 AM | Worship Center
Renuevo | 11:15 AM | Worship Center

Wednesdays
Contemporary Worship | 6:30 | 
Worship Center

WORSHIP EVENTS

Due t o t he uncer t aint ies 
relat ing t o ongoing 
cancellat ions and 
post ponem ent s, we are 
not  present ing a 
calendar  here t h is 
m ont h.

Please go t o our  websit e 
at  www.fum cpeor ia.org, 
for  updat ed inform at ion 
and t o download t he 
of f icial church calendar . 

APRIL Calendar

Our mission is to mak e 
disciples of  Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of  Peoria 
and the World.

We don't intend to egg you on, but some bunny may not 
know this yet. Digital giving is the perfect solution for this 
time where the Coro-crud is forcing us to keep our doors 
closed. We continue to have financial need despite all the 
cancellations. In this technological age we're in, digital giving 
has become a safe and popular option. You too can help 
support our ministry work in Peoria and beyond with a few 
taps of your smartphone.  

TEXT TO GIVE
Text "FUMCTXT" to 73256.
Standard text messaging rates may apply.
You will be prompted for information when using for the first 
time.

QR CODES in case you're as giving as we think qr.
Here are the QR codes to take you to just where you need to 
be in order to give using your smartphone. Scan the 
appropriate code to get started:

New user                          Returning user

DIGITAL GIVING
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