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Summertime 
 

Not even the boldest of conspiracy theorists 
could foresee what 2020 would bring. As we 
wrote in May, we got through Spring in fine 
form, adapting on the run to teaching and 
counseling online. This Summer things have 
slowed down a bit. It has been nice to work 
in our yard and garden, and to catch up on 
projects around the house. We also took two 
short mini-vacations, to Gdansk and Lublin, 
with plans for one more at the end of August. 
On the way back from Lublin, we stopped at 
our favorite park in Warsaw. Renata wrote 
her master’s thesis at the Botanical Gardens 
nearby, and following our marriage in 1987 
our first apartment was a short 5-minute 
walk from the park.  
 

Church Ministry 
 
As our Church continues to look for a pastor, Joel has become a 
regular part of the preaching team. After a series on the Gospel 
of Mark last Winter, we are now in the middle of I John. Renata 
continues to participate in counseling and women’s ministry. Summer 
camps were cancelled due to the pandemic, but some activities go on. 
This week Amelia is attending a day camp for the youth group. 
Today they went hiking to Slęża, the nearest mountain to Wroclaw.  
 

We are in the second stage 
of renovating our church 
building. Thanks to the many programs 
we offer the Wroclaw community, e.g. 
academy of the third age, childrens’ 
and youth clubs, we received a 
matching grant from the city to 
modernize our facilities for 
handicapped access. This stage includes 
adding handicapped access to all floors, 
completely remodeling the  bathrooms in the 
basement and first and second floors, and 
replacing the floor tiles and doors in the 

Café at the Royal Łazienki Park in 
Warsaw, site of our first date in 1987 

Church service during the 
pandemic, with face masks and 

social distancing. 



 

  
 

foyer. Church members contribute to this project both financially and by helping with 
demolition and reconstruction.  
 
 

Looking Ahead to Fall: 
 
Here in Poland, we face the same pandemic uncertainties that you do where you live. 
Amelia starts her final two years of high school the first of September in the 
International Baccalaureate program, and she is still waiting to hear if her classes 
will be held live or online.  
 
Classes at the Evangelical School of Theology begin in October, and we are 
preparing for all eventualities related both to the virus and to government regulations. 
Based on the experience we gained teaching online in the Spring, we will likely offer 
hybrid classes, with some class sessions on site and some online. In addition, for first 
year students who live farther from Wroclaw or even outside of Poland, we will able to 
offer studies completely online for the first time. So far the response seems 
positive, with many enquiries and a number of new students already enrolled for this 
Fall.   
 

       Yours in Christ, Joel and Renata 

 

Please pray: 
1. We are in the middle of the first-ever online recruiting of students for this coming Fall. 

Pray for a good class of new students.  
2. For continued safety for our church members as we resume services with limited 

attendance. 
3. The number of new Covid-19 infections continues to rise in Poland. We are not yet 

wondering when the second wave will begin, but rather when the first wave will end.  
4. For stable financial support. We are planning to come to the USA the summer of 2021.  
5. For Daniel, as he completes work on his masters’ thesis. He plans to defend in 

September.  

 

Donations: https://give.worldventure.com/partner/PartnerCommunity#/login 
Email: j.burnell@ewst.edu.pl; renataburnell@gmail.com 

 

P.S. If you are not receiving our short email updates and prayer requests and would like to 

do so, please send us your email address. We will be glad to add you to our email list.  
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