
  The Incomparable One:  
The Christ, God Blessed Forever, Part 25 

Romans 9:1-29 Sunday June 20, 2021 

If you would like someone to pray with you, there will be Deacons  

at the front of the sanctuary at the end of today’s service.  

 

“Fathering is not something that perfect men do, 

but something that perfects the man.” 
      -Frank Pittman 

“For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his 

own children, encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives 

worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.”  
(1 Thessalonians 2:11–12) 



 

Joel and Renata Burnell 

Joel and Renata Burnell serve on the mission field 

in Wroclaw Poland. They teach at the Evangelical 

School of Theology and Ministry.  

Joel and 

Renata plan to visit here in late July, 

and give us additional updates in 

person. 

Please pray that they would have 

stable financial support, and pray for 

travel safety and health.  
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All Church Ice Cream Social 

Everyone is invited to our all church ice cream social on  

Saturday, June 26 at 6:30 pm on the front lawn.  

The Deacons will provide hand held ice cream treats.  

Please bring your lawn chairs or picnic blanket and come for  

a fun evening of fellowship and relaxation!  

We will be having church outside for the month of July.  

Come prepared with your lawn chairs.  

There will be no nursery or kids 
worship during these weeks.  

If you are willing to help with set up 
and tear down for these weeks, 

please see Pastor Jeff or Pastor Jason.  

Because The LORD is Good (Psalm 34:8; 100:5), when those “purposes” 
are revealed in Eternity Future, all creation will 
acknowledge His Sovereign right to have chosen as He 
did; as well as the justice and righteousness of His choic-
es, calling, and purposes – all to His Eternal Glory! 

 

So, What? If you are His in Jesus Christ, then He has entered into a 
Covenant Relationship with you! (Luke 22:20; I Corinthi-
ans 11:25; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:7 – 9:28)  He 
has never broken faith with His people, even when they 
have been faithless!  (II Timothy 2:13)  And, He has de-
clared that, while all things are for His Glory, they are al-
so for the good of those He has chosen and called!  
(Romans 8:28; John 11:15; Job)  Therefore, Beloved, rest 
in Him and His Covenant-Keeping Love!  Abba, Your 
Father, has this and He has You! 

 

For those who “will not” rest until you get more answers; read the fol-
lowing excerpts from Job . . . 1:1 – 3:1; 38:1-12; 40:1-10;42:1-6! 

 

 

 

Westminster Catechism of Faith 

 

III. Of God’s Eternal Decree 

 

1.  “God from all eternity did, 

by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, 

freely and unchangeable ordain whatever comes to pass: 

yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin, 

nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures, 

nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, 

but rather established.” 

 

2.  “Although God knows whatsoever may 

or can come to pass upon all supposed conditions; 

yet hath He hath not decreed only because He saw it as a future, 

or as that which would come to pass upon such conditions.” 

 



Faith Day with the Colorado Rockies 
August 8th 2021 
Tickets are $16 

We still have tickets available at the information desk!  

Ladies ~ Please join us TOMORROW ~ 
Monday June 21st at 7:00 pm 

We will be celebrating the longest day of the year! 

We’ll meet on the west end lawn of the Eaton Rec Center  
and enjoy the sunset. 

Bring a chair, blanket and a snack and drink. 
Hope to see you there! 

Year to Date 

Budget      $ 370,153.92  

Offering                 $ 405,314.76 

(includes online giving)      

Actual Expenses       $ 364,898.13 

Month to Date 

Budget                $   30,846.16 

Offering                $  34,549.44 

(includes online giving)              

Actual Expenses       $  21,739.75 

FINANCIALS 

Mortgage Balance:  $ 367,574 

Don’t forget to get signed up for the Father-Son Campout. 

Sign-ups are available at the information desk. 

Camp dates this year are July 30 - Aug 1 

Cost is $35/person 5 years and older 

2. I Corinthians 13:1-13 - Here, Paul goes to great lengths to describe 
the “kind” of love The LORD requires of his people as “a choice”, 
“an action” rather than “an emotion”; and both “servant-hearted” & 
“sacrificial”. 

 

As they are in Malachi 1:2-3, Paul – in Romans 9:13 – sets “Love” and 
“Hate” in contrast one to the other.  There is nothing in either passage to 
covey that they are different in degree – loved vs. loved less – but they are 
presented as different “in kind”. 

 

When we pause to think, it becomes clear that this “love” – described in I 
Corinthians 13 – is the “divine” love (I John 4:7-11) modeled by our Father 
(John 3:16) and our Savior (Ephesians 5:25)!  It was introduced to us in the 
Old Testament as “Chesed” . . . the “loyal-love”, the “lovingkindness”, and 
the “Covenant-Keeping Love” of The LORD our God. 

 

E.g. in Deuteronomy 7:7-11, we read:  “The Lord did not set His love on 
you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the 
peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but because the Lord loved 
you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord 
brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the 
Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and 
His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him 
and keep His commandments; but repays those who hate Him to their 
faces, to destroy them; He will not delay with him who hates Him, He will 
repay him to his face.” 

 

And this is exactly the nature of the “Love”, and the “Hate”, of which Paul 
speaks in Romans 9.  There he declares, by the Word of the LORD, that 
“loving Jacob” and “hating Esau” was so that God’s purpose according to 
His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who 
calls. (vs. 11) 

 

Conclusion: The LORD’s “loving” Jacob and “hating” Esau are two 
sides of a singular coin.  God entered a “Covenant” 
relationship with Jacob; but with Esau, He did not.  It was 
not a matter of His “feelings”, or of Jacob’s or Esau’s 
“works”; but a matter of His own “choosing” for “purposes” 
known only to Him.  It was a matter of His choice – without 
discussion or redress. 



I Have Loved Jacob, But I Have Hated Esau 

- The Word of The LORD Given Through Malachi, 

And Quoted By Paul – 

Malachi 1:2-5; Romans 9:1-13 

 

1. Clearly, with people – and, on occasion, with God! – there is  strong/
dark negative emotion based upon the assessment that the “hated 
one” has, by attitude or action, egregiously transgressed some 
established moral code; or, that they have received significant, 
inappropriate and/or undeserved, favor or blessing. 

 

Cf. Leviticus 19:17; Joseph’s brothers in Genesis 37:1-11;   
Re: The LORD, see Deuteronomy 12:31; 32:41; Psalm 11:4-5 

 

2. Clearly, with The LORD, these kinds of attitudes and actions are 
presented, by the Scriptures, as just or right.   

 

Cf. Deuteronomy 12:31; 16:22; 32:41 

 

3. Clearly, with people, sometimes those attitudes and/or actions are not 
presented, by the Scriptures, as just or right. 

 

Cf. Deuteronomy 19:8-11; Matthew 5:43-47 

 

4. Clearly, with people, there are moments when those actions and 
attitudes are presented, biblically, as just and right; consistent with 
the will of God; and they draw His approval.  On occasion, the 
“approved” object of the “hate” includes both the evil done as well as 
the one doing the evil. 

 

Cf. Psalm 26:5; 31:6; 139:21-22 

 

5. Clearly, with people, there are circumstances where such “hate” is not 
emotional in origin, but rather arises from a studied obedience to the 
command of The LORD. 

 

Cf. Psalm 97:10; Proverbs 8:13 

 See also, Romans 12:9 – There, abhor, includes the idea of “hating” 
evil as well as the action of moving “away from” the “hated” and 
“towards” the “loved” or the “good”!) 

 

6. Clearly, the Scriptures will not let us move forward by means of  
“watering-down” the idea of  “hate”, by translating or interpreting the 
word to mean to “love less”.  Nor will the Scriptures allow us to 
assume that the “dark negative emotion”, often the origin of 
humanity’s experience of “hate”, is – by definition or axiomatically – 
present in the term as it is used in Scripture! 

 

Cf. Malachi 1:2-5; Genesis 29:31, 33 

 

7. Therefore, we must not begin with the sin-wrecked notion of “hate” 
as understood and experienced amongst humans.   Rather, we must 
proceed with a biblically informed understanding of the concept; and 
we must begin with The LORD’s revelation of “hatred” as He 
exercises it, expresses it, and experiences it. 

 

There are two passages of Scripture that offer unique insights that help us 
in this endeavor: 

 

1. Malachi 2:13-16 – If you were to check the major translations, you 
would discover that there are two distinct directions the translators go.  
One understands God as “hating” a man’s breaching his covenant of 
marriage by divorcing the wife of his youth.  The other understands 
man as “hating” the wife of his youth, by breaking his covenant of 
marriage, by divorcing her.  (Both translations also include a reference 
to the “violence” a man does . . . either as a second object of The 
LORD’s “hatred”; or as a description what the divorce does to his wife 
and/or to their covenant of marriage!) 

 

What is important in our discussion is that regardless of which translation 
best reflects The LORD’s intent in the original Hebrew; both tie “hatred” 
to the man’s breach of his covenant of marriage with the wife of his 
youth.  In this context it is a “covenantal” word and not an “emotional” 
one.   
 

In a review of Genesis 29 – the story of Jacob’s marriages to Leah and to 
Rachel, and the children born to him! – it becomes clear that Jacob’s 
“hatred” of Leah was also a “covenantal” statement – he chose Rachel; 
he did not choose Leah! – not one freighted with dark/negative emotion. 


