
Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 
 

The Associate Pastor is the team leader of the Ministry of Congregational Care. Approximately 
65% of this position is to be allotted to the ministry of Congregational Care. The remaining balance 
of time would be spent in the areas of worship (weddings, funerals, and special services) and 
partnering with other Pastoral Staff to meet the ministry needs that arise.  This position supervises 
other Congregational Care Staff. Teamwork, counseling skills and practical use of Clinical Pastoral 
Education are essential values for this position.   
 

1. Word and Sacrament Ministry:  Assists the Senior Pastor in Worship (Liturgist and 
Preaching) and related Worship Planning.     

2. Team Leader of the Ministry of Congregational Care:   
 
Ministry of Congregational Care as defined in the Gloria Dei Consltitution   

The Ministry of Congregational Care’s mission is to provide care, concern, prayer and 
support for families and individuals at various stages, places and circumstances of life 
and to engage the congregation in service and community for one another.   

 
a.Health Ministry:  To promote physical, emotional, spiritual and social wellness that 
encourages healthy and healing relationships with God, family, faith, communities and 
creation.    Health Ministry offers many opportunities for health support, healing, prayer, and 
service in Christ’s name.  For example: Elizabeth Ministry, Exercising Your Faith, Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, Special Services such as the Service of Hope and Remembrance, Women in 
Transition, Walking Souls, Check’n (Blood Pressure checks on the second weekend of the 
month) and Bloodmobile.    
b.Small Group Ministry:  In collaboration with staff and volunteers develops and/or facilitates 
support/small groups based on identified needs and resources.  The C.A.S.T (Called and Sent 
Team) teams such as Card CAST, Hero CAST, Divorce CAST, Food CAST and Empty Arms 
make up this small group ministry at Gloria Dei. 
c.Stephen Ministry:  Coordinates this structured program which equips lay members to 
provide confidential, longer term, and one-to-one Christian care to individuals in the 
congregation who are experiencing difficulties in their lives.  Ongoing education and peer 
supervision are part of this program’s commitment to excellence.   
d.Visitation Ministry:  Coordinates the hospital, home bound and general visitation of Gloria 
Dei’s members.  This ministry is in cooperation with the Pastors and others in the congregation 
(staff and lay) offering Pastoral/Congregational Care.   
e.Education Ministry:  Prepares, develops, and/or coordinates educational programs based 
on identified needs for healthier lifestyle, early illness detection, and spiritual growth and 
wellbeing, and health resources.  Educational opportunities include Bible 
Studies/Classes/Courses.  

 
3. Stephen Ministries and the Ministry of Visitation:  Serves on a leadership Stephen 

Ministries team bringing a pastor’s perspective (members of the leadership team include 
the Faith Community Nurse, and nationally trained Stephen Ministers).  Meets with the 
Faith Community Nurse to strategize, plan and develop ministries for Congregational Care, 
including hospital, home bound, general congregational visitation and special services 
(Service of Hope and Remembrance, Prayer Services, Healing Services, etc). 

4. Initial Wedding Meetings and Marriage Ministry:  Be the point of contact for couples 
planning to be married at the church.  Work with couples to facilitate or do pre-marriage 
counseling and facilitate ceremony planning.  Coordinate with the Pastoral staff and 
related church staff (wedding coordinator, office staff, musicians, custodians, etc.) to 
schedule and conduct services. Design a marriage ministry serving couples from pre-
marriage counseling to lifelong marriages.    

5. New Member Ministry:  Visitors contact, new member orientation and follow up with 
new members.   

6. Other Possible Ministry Relationships (cradle to grave):  Older Wiser Lutherans, 
End of Life Planning, Elizabeth Ministry (for parents with children ages 0-3), Empty Nest 
Offerings, Grief Support, Care Center Worship Services, Retreating, Transitions and 
Resourcing.   


