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	 “Honor	the	Lord	with	your	capital	and	sufficiency	[from	righteous	labors]	and	with	the	firstfruits	of	all	your	income;		 	
	 so	shall	your	storage	places	be	filled	with	plenty,	and	your	vats	shall	be	overflowing	with	new	wine.	My	son,	do	not	 
	 despise	or	shrink	from	the	chastening	of	the	Lord	[His	correction	by	punishment	or	by	subjection	to	suffering	or		 	
	 trial];	neither	be	weary	of	or	impatient	about	or	loathe	or	abhor	His	reproof,	for	whom	the	Lord	loves	He	corrects,		 	
 even	as	a	father	corrects	the	son	in	whom	he	delights.”	-	Proverbs	3:9-12	(AMPC)

What is life? There are hundreds of definitions in the world to define it.

Simply put, life is the experience of being alive. It is the state of existing, being, and living while managing and 
supporting oneself as one adjusts to their environment.

“Life,” in the Biblical sense, embraces much more than survival.

Proverbs	19:23	(AMPC)	–	“The	reverent,	worshipful	fear	of	the	Lord	leads	to	life,	and	he	who	has	it	rests	 
satisfied…”

“Satisfaction” means “all basic needs met, nothing missing that would contribute to well-being.”

“Rests” means “to pass the night.”

Wisdom causes you to sleep better.

Proverbs	14:27	(AMPC)	–	“Reverent	and	worshipful	fear	of	the	Lord	is	a	fountain	of	life…”

Wisdom prolongs life.

Proverbs	10:27	(AMPC)	–	“The	reverent	and	worshipful	fear	of	the	Lord	prolongs	one’s	days…”

Wisdom requires that we –
          Keep His commandments
          Trust His guidance
          Honor His provision
          Accept His correction

Wisdom is the highest possible, most inclusive term available to depict the combination of observation,  
obedience, careful planning, prudent conduct and sensitivity to God’s will.

Wisdom includes giving our best to the Lord―the firstfruits of our life.

We are commanded to honor His provision.

Proverbs	3:9	(TPT)	–	“Glorify	God	with	all	your	wealth,	honoring	Him	with	your	very	best,	with	every	increase	
that	comes	to	you.”

How we handle our money, our resources is perhaps the truest indicator of the spiritual condition of our heart.

God’s Word places great emphasis on the matter of money and possessions.

The Bible contains more than 500 references to prayer and almost 500 references to faith. But, there are more 
than 2,000 references to money and possessions.

Out of 38 parables Jesus gave in the Gospels, 16 deal with how we handle our money.  Jesus said more about 
money and possessions than about Heaven and Hell combined – 288 verses in the 4 Gospels.
 
Someone has well-spoken that worship involves three books – God’s Book, the hymnbook and the pocket 
book.
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You can only truly trust Him with all your heart when you trust Him with your wealth and possessions.

The Hebrew word for “honor” is also the word for “glorify.” When you give Him what rightly is His, you glorify 
Him.

“Glory” is that which is “weighty,” or carries weight, to multiply, to make numerous.

A “weighty” person is one who is honored or worthy of respect.

The law of firstfruits is one of God’s greatest laws. It acknowledges God as the source of all we possess.

When we honor Him with our firstfruits, our best – Proverbs	3:10	(TPT)	–	“Then	every	dimension	of	your	life	will	
overflow	with	blessings	from	an	uncontainable	source	of	inner	joy!”

Wisdom brings correction. We must accept the Lord’s discipline.

“Discipline” is a primary ingredient in becoming a “disciple of the Lord.”

Hebrews	12:5-6	(TPT)	–	“…My	child,	don’t	underestimate	the	value	of	the	discipline	and	training	of	the	Lord	
God,	or	get	depressed	when	He	has	to	correct	you.	For	the	Lord’s	training	of	your	life	is	the	evidence	of	His	
faithful	love.	And	when	He	draws	you	to	Himself,	it	proves	you	are	His	delightful	child.”

The words “discipline” and “training” are actually translated “education,” specifically the education of a child.

The “drawing out” of that which God has placed within you.

Life is chaos filled with the potential of order as you apply wisdom. All of His correction is from His love.

Wisdom’s vocabulary is meant to enrich, empower and enlarge us.

“Instruction” includes discipline and correction, along with education.

“Understanding” is the ability to look to the heart of an issue and to discern the differences at stake in the 
choices being weighed, the ability to dissect an issue.

“Prudence” conveys ideas like shrewdness, cunning, cleverness.

“Knowledge” is an intimate relationship with God that causes obedience to His will consistently and fervently.

“Discretion” is prudent planning.

Proverbs	2:11	(NKJV)	–	“Discretion	will	preserve	you…”

“Learning” comes from the root “take” or “grasp.” It is comprehension of truth well enough to teach it, ability to 
persuade others.

“Wise counsel” has to do with accurate guidance, sound steering on the right course.

Living in wisdom produces a significant life of excellence. 
Discussion Questions:
  •  Life in the Biblical sense embraces much more than ____________________.   
 •  It means all basic needs met, nothing missing that would contribute to _______________________.
 •  Wisdom causes you to _________________ better.         
 •  Wisdom prolongs ____________. 
  •  There are more than 2,000 Biblical references to ______________ and ____________________.              
            •  The Hebrew word for “honor” is also the word for _______________________. 
 •  The Law of __________________________ is one of God’s greatest laws.
 •  Wisdom brings _____________________.
 •  The words “discipline” and “training” are actually translated _____________________. (Heb. 12)
 •  Life is chaos filled with the potential of order as you apply ______________________.
 •  Wisdom lived produces a significant life of _________________________.

 


