Lesson 7: “The Gourd, The Worm, and The Wind: A Guide to Being an Unhappy Christian”

Text: Jonah 4:4-5 “Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be angry? So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.”

Review:
Week 1- What We Do With The Word of God Is Up To Us!
Week 2- Running From God is Intentional, and It Always Has Consequences!
Week 3- Identify Things That Will Destroy You, and Get Them OUT!
Week 4- Salvation is of the Lord, and Fellowship Depends On Us!
Week 5- God Is Looking For You to Move From a Decision To An Action!
Week 6- We must Learn To Love Like God Loves!

Introduction: There is absolutely no reason for a Christian to be miserable, but sadly there are many who seem to be just that! I mean, how in the WORLD can a person who was the only HOPE living inside of them be miserable? Let’s look at some things from the final chapter of Jonah to see what Jonah did that made him so miserable!

1. Jonah Was Angry At The Wrong Things!
a. All Anger is not necessarily bad. God gets angry sometimes (Deut. 1:37, Deut. 4:21, Psalms 7:11).
b. Anger is an emotion. The word means “to excite, to stir against, to arouse a strong feeling against something.” 
c. Anger is Right or Wrong depending on the object it is aimed at! EXAMPLE: Happiness is an emotion, but if I am happy that I cheated someone then that is wrong! It is not the emotion that is wrong, but rather the OBJECT of my emotion! Pride is usually wrong, but if you are PROUD to be a Christian then there is nothing sinful about that! 
i. Jesus says in Matthew 5:22 “whosoever is angry with his brother WITHOUT CAUSE shall be in danger of the judgment…”
ii. Ephesians 4:26 says “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath.”
d. It is okay to get angry when it is at the Devil, or a false religion (not the people who follow it, but the teachings themselves), or yourself when you fail. 
e. It is wrong to get angry at your parents, authorities, other people for not doing what they should be, or (most importantly) God when He doesn’t do what you want Him to!
2. Jonah Was Not Satisfied With God’s Way!
a. Jonah 4:5 “So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.”
b. Jonah still wanted God to destroy Nineveh!
c. He was watching to see if Nineveh messed up so God could reign down fire and Jonah’s flesh could be satisfied! 
d. Shouldn’t he have known better about what happens when you try to do things your own way?
e. Isaiah 64:8 “But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.”
f. We mess up when we get our roles reversed!
i. Here’s a little exercise to do when we get confused:
ii. “I am the clay, He is the Potter.” Repeat until it gets into our thick heads that God knows what He is doing!
3. Jonah Was More Concerned About His Comfort!
a. Jonah 4:6-11 “And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live. And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?
b. I believe that God prepared the gourd, the worm, and the wind to show Jonah just how truly distorted his priorities were!

Conclusion: 
	Look at the next thing that happens in Jonah’s life: Wait a minute, it is not there! God chose to leave the end of Jonah’s life off of the record! Jonah’s story ends in misery!

· Because Jonah was angry for the wrong reasons
· Because Jonah was not satisfied with God’s Way
· Because Jonah was more concerned about his own comfort

You Do Not Have To Be Miserable!
Jonah could have been happy if he had just been obedient to God!

Like the song says:
“Happiness is to know the Saviour,
Living a life WITHIN HIS FAVOR,
Having a change in my behavior,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Happiness is the Lord!”
