Characters of Christmas
Christmas through the eyes of those that lived it

	As we close out this Christmas season, we turn our focus to Mary. Outside of Jesus, 

Mary played the biggest role in the Christmas story. As much as Joseph needed reassurance 

that the Christmas story was God at work, how much more did Mary need reassurance. With 

each character that we have discussed, God has made it plainly evident that He is sovereign and 

He will do what He wishes with what belongs to Him. The story of Mary is no different. 

	In Luke chapter 1, we are introduced to this character named Mary. Mary was a virgin 

Jewish teenage girl that was engaged to Joseph. Most scholars believe that Mary was around 

14-15 years of age. It was not uncommon for girls of this age to be married during this time 

period. Mary would, no doubt, be anxiously and eagerly preparing for her upcoming wedding. 

She had found the man of her dreams and soon they would be married. In the midst of her 

preparations, the angel Gabriel appears. Luke 1:26-27 says, And in the sixth month the angel 

Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to  man 

whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. As with the 

first few characters that we have discussed, the first words that were spoken were ……. “Fear 

not”. God understood the emotional roller coaster that this would have placed Mary on, and He 

responds in a way that would put her at ease, “Fear not”. After he tells her not to fear, he 

begins to reveal the amazing story that is to unfold. Gabriel tells her that her son would be 

Jesus, and that He would rule on the throne of Israel and there would be no end to this 

kingdom. Mary is amazed. As she begins to process the information, she poses a question to 

the angel. “How can this be, seeing I know not a man?” Gabriel further explains that this 

conception would be from the Holy Ghost. You are going to give birth to the Son of God. In 
addition to that, the angel revealed that Elisabeth was going to have a child as well. Elisabeth 

was significantly older than Mary, and I am sure that Mary was taken back by this idea that her 

much older cousin was going to give birth. As if sensing her doubts, the angel says, “For with 

God nothing shall be impossible.” God wanted Mary to understand that human reasoning and 

logic should not be the primary source for our belief system. Many times we fall in to the same 

category. Many times God gives a command or offers a strong suggestion, and we find a way to 

logic around it. When God addresses something, or God tells us something, He has already 

thought through every possibility and every circumstance. This is where we find Mary. 

Everything seemed to be going smoothly. She had found a husband. She was preparing for the 

wedding. She and Joseph had plans for their life together. Then God stepped in. Just because 

God stepped in doesn’t mean that Mary and Joseph’s plans were in the wrong. God had other 

plans for them, and they were going to have to learn to trust Him. There are many 

opportunities for Mary’s faith to grow throughout this story. Many things that she would have 

to trust God in. Her first words were a question, “How shall this thing be?” Here now in Luke 

1:38, we find Mary’s second statement. Mary has had a little time to process what has 

transpired. She now says, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it according to thy word.” A 

handmaid understood that her thoughts and opinions didn’t really matter. What mattered was 

what the master desired. Mary calls herself the handmaid of the Lord. Whatever the Master 

desires for me I am willing to do. How are we doing in this area? Have we, like Mary, told God 

that whatever He desires for me and with me is what we desire. We like to have a say in it, and 

we even complain in hopes that we will get our way. God is sovereign, and He will do what He 

desires with what is His. Though God gives us a lot of grace and understanding, we need to 

learn to simply obey and submit to whatever God has for us. After all, we are no different than 

Mary. We are placed here to bring honor and glory to God, and not to praise ourselves or allow 

ourselves to be the center of our universe. Mary understood this, and could make the 

statement that she was the Lord’s handmaid. 

	Soon after Mary’s encounter with Gabriel, she traveled to visit her cousin, Elisabeth. 

Often we find ourselves submitting and agreeing with God publicly, but in a private setting our 

true thoughts come out. Unfortunately, God knows all of our thoughts, both private and public. 

Mary declares herself the Lord’s handmaid, and she sets off on this journey to see Elisabeth. 

When she arrives at Elisabeth’s home, the Bible says that Elisabeth’s baby “leaped in his 

mother’s womb.” He knew Who was about to come into this world, and he couldn’t contain his 

excitement. Mary and Elisabeth have a small discussion, and Mary reveals her true thoughts 

and opinions. In Luke 1:46-56 we find Mary’s song of praise. Mary’s fear has dissipated, and she 

can only give praise to God throughout this strange scenario. 


My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry with good things; the rich he hath empty sent away, He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; as he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.

	As we look at Mary’s song, we begin to see a deep praise and worship for the One Who 

chose her for this role. Remember what we said earlier. Mary was planning everything for her 

wedding and the life she was going to spend with Joseph, but God changed the plans. God’s 

ways are far above our own ways, and we will never be truly happy until we decide to yield to 

His plan and leave our plan behind! Mary begins her song with humility. Often we see God do 

something; we see God work and we become so full of ourselves that we hinder God from 

doing anymore through us. Mary was chosen to bear Jesus, but she starts her song with “he 

regarded the low estate of his handmaid”! Not only does Mary praise God for Who He is, but 

she begins to praise Him for the very thing that has turned her life upside down! “For he that is 

mighty hath done to me great things.” How easy would it have been for Mary to be upset and 

disgruntled at God for changing everything. Mary’s life would never be the same, and she 

realized that and could do nothing but praise the Lord for it. She finishes her song with praise 

for the care that God had shown and will show. “Filled the hungry with good things”. 
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	We saw Anna and Simeon and how God allowed them to see the Messiah in spite of 

their ages. Their faithfulness to God was honored in a mighty way. We saw the wise men and 

shepherds. How different the estates of those two groups, but they both obeyed and did as 

they were supposed to be doing and God allowed them also to see this great miracle. Joseph 

had to stay tuned into the Lord. If he would have faltered at all, it could have cost the life of the 

baby. God was in complete control of the situation and simply asked Joseph to obey. Finally, 

Mary was thrust into a tough position. She had her plans and her desires, but God came along 

and changed them. She responded in the best way and was able to deliver the baby Jesus. This 

Christmas, I pray that each of us will take lessons from these characters and apply them to our 

lives. I believe it will ensure a great Christmas this year, and every year to come. Though we 

may not have seen Christmas unfold like these characters did, we can experience the same joy 

that they enjoyed by following their patterns and example.
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