Characters of Christmas
Christmas through the eyes of those that lived it

	Last week, we talked about Anna and Simeon. We saw that Simeon’s Christmas was 

complete knowing that he had seen the Christ. He told God that he could be taken to Heaven 

now because his life was fulfilled with seeing Christ. Don’t forget that Christmas is about Christ. 

Anna, the sweet old woman, identified Christ as the “redemption of Israel.” Mary’s baby was as 

cute and cuddly as any baby that has ever existed, but His purpose was different than any other 

baby that had ever been born. Anna could see this. She understood that Christmas was about 

the cross. As we celebrate this season, don’t forget that Christmas is about Christ and the 

sacrifice that He would make on Calvary in 33 ½ years.

	One of the most beautiful aspects of the Christmas story is the fact that so many 

different and diverse groups played roles in the birth of Christ. The Bible says that God is no 

respecter of persons. It really doesn’t matter who your family is, what your job is, or how much 

money you make. God will use every person that is ready and yielded to Him. In today’s lesson 

we will see this first hand. 

	Luke 2:8-20 tells us of a group of shepherds who were taking care of their sheep. 

Historical records seem to indicate that these were Temple shepherds. They were caring for the 

flock that would be used for sacrifices in the Temple. We know from the book of Leviticus how 

important these sheep were. God wanted sheep without blemish as they were a picture of His 

Son that would come to save the world. Luke tells us that these men were abiding in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flocks. As they were in the fields, the angel of the Lord came upon 

them, and God’s glory was all around them. The shepherd’s response was fear! Who wouldn’t 

be afraid? I’ve often wondered how awesome it would’ve been to be there on that countryside! 
The angel told them, “Fear not”. One common thread through the Christmas story is “Fear not.” 

God doesn’t desire for us to be fearful at the changes that He brings into our lives. Zachariah 

and Elisabeth were told , “Fear not” when they found out that they were going to have a baby 

at their age. We are fearful at the thought of the unknown, but God doesn’t want us to fear; He 

wants us to trust. The angel then tells them that I am here for happy reasons. There is a Savior 

born tonight in Bethlehem! You can almost feel their emotions. They’ve gone from a calm night 

on the country side, to fear, to now the thrill of knowing that the Savior they have waited for 

was here! While processing their fear and the thought of the Messiah being born, verse 13 says 

that a multitude of the heavenly host appeared and began to praise God. This was unbelievable 

for these “lowly shepherds.” As quickly as it had started, it ended, and the shepherds were left 

alone in the dark countryside once again. Ironically, we have no evidence that they doubted 

what they had seen and heard. They packed up and headed to the manger to see the Messiah. 

They spent some time honoring and praising God with Mary and Joseph close by. After they had 

seen the Messiah they told everyone they passed about what they had experienced. Finally, in 

verse 20 the Bible says that they returned to their lives, glorifying and praising God. 
	
	Christmas for the shepherds was a whirlwind. So many emotions and so much going on, 

it would have been easy to get caught up in the moment and not realize what they were 

experiencing. The emotion best describing the shepherds would be “awe”. The awe of how He 

was announced. The awe of the little baby sent to save them from their sins. Unfortunately, the 

awe has a tendency to wear off. The shepherds didn’t intend for this to happen, it just did. I 

imagine they talked about it. They probably told their grandkids for years to come, but it is 

natural for that awe to wear off. Don’t ever lose the awe for Who God is! What He has done is 

great! And what He will do is going to be fantastic, but don’t ever lose the awe for Who He is! 

Christmas is about Christ and the celebration of our Savior. That Savior was wrapped in the 

flesh of this little baby. Don’t miss it. We greatly overuse the word awesome.  Awesome means 

to be filled with awe. An athlete makes a great play and we talk about how awesome it was. 

The simplest little thing goes our way and we declare it awesome. But the Lord of Heaven came 

down as a man to save us from our sin. That is truly awesome!

	Another group that we meet through the Christmas story is the wise men. These wise 

men were from the Far East. We do not know exactly what countries, but the gifts that the men 

brought were common in Persia, Babylon, and Arabia. The term wise men referred to men that 

were involved in astrology and the occult. They had an eye on the sky. They weren’t looking for 

the star, but the Lord found them. In Matthew 2:1-12 we find the narrative of the wise men. In 

their study of the skies, they had seen His star in the east and had begun to follow it. They came 

to Judaea and went straight to the king. It could only be assumed that the greatest birth in the 

kingdom would take place in the palace of the king. Two things that they said caused Herod to 

fear. First of all, “King of the Jews”. Herod was the king of the Jews, and he was childless. 

Someone must be coming to take his throne. Sidenote : The thought of losing the control of our 

lives to Christ shouldn’t be troubling to us. The second thing that Herod feared was, “come to 

worship him”. Roman society held the leaders up to worshipped status. This thought furthered 

Herod’s fear that he was being replaced. So he began to concoct his own plan to ensure none of 

this happened. He told the wise men to find him and send word back so Herod could worship as 

well. The wise men found the baby and his family. They worshipped him and brought gifts (gold 

frankincense, and myrrh. The Bible doesn’t elaborate on the significance of these gifts, but the 

culture of the area suggests a couple things. Gold was a symbol of deity. The ark of the 

covenant was overlaid with gold, the idols and images in most cases were gold or gold plated, 

etc. Frankincense was an incense. Many cultures would use the incense as a symbol of worship. 

In Exodus 34, the Hebrews used this same incense in their worship of God. The frankincense 

was used to signify holiness and righteousness. The third gift was myyrh. Myyrh was a 

strong aromatic spice. It was most often used to embalm the dead. The spice would be strong 

enough to counter the smell of decaying flesh to an extent. Sometimes it was mingled with 

wine to make a sort of numbing potion known as “gall,” the same drink offered to Christ while 

He was on the cross. These wise men brought their gifts to the little king and humbled 

themselves to wordship Him. In the night, God told the wise men to depart a different way

because of Herod’s plans. They obeyed, and they leave the story. Herod realizes that the wise 

men had made a fool out of him. He takes his anger out on the babies (2 yrs and under) in his 

district, killing approximately 200-300 babies. The wise men are on the opposite side of the 

spectrum from the shepherds. Though the shepherds’ wants were taken care of, they lived a 

life that would indicate financial struggle. These wise men did not. They are referred to as kings 

in other parts of the New Testament. Although these kings were high ranking and honestly 

didn’t even worship the true God, they realized that this king was something different and were 

willing to humble themselves before Him. These kings knelt before the Lord and offered gifts 

that were truly only meant for kings. As we celebrate Christmas, understand that the little baby 

of Bethlehem wasn’t just any baby, but the Son of God in human form. Revelation says that 

every knee shall bow! Have you bowed your knee? The shepherds, lowly in state, realized how 

awesome this Savior was. These wise men realized the same thing. Both bowed the knee!
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