Characters of Christmas
Christmas through the eyes of those that lived it

	Christmas is probably one of our favorite times of the year. We gather family together. 

We give and get gifts. We play Christmas carols and songs. We eat special desserts that we 

don’t get any other time of year. We have special family traditions. We spend some time 

reading or discussing the story of Christmas. A great time of celebration. Over 2,000 years ago 

though, Christmas was filled with many unanswered questions and observations. As we 

celebrate this Christmas season, we will take a look back at some of the characters that were 

there for the very first Christmas. Some characters who probably would never have envisioned 

the Christmas celebration that we know today.

	Luke 2 is probably the best account of the Christmas story in the Bible. Most of the 

people and facts that we know about Christmas come from the Gospel of Luke. In Luke 2:25, we 

meet a man named Simeon. The Bible tells us that Simeon was a just and devout man, that he 

was waiting for the Messiah, and that the Holy Ghost was with him. History has some 

speculation on who this man was. Historians say that this was the son of a great Hebrew 

religious leader named Hillel (Matthew Henry). Historians also say that this man’s son was the 

great Gamaliel under whom Paul studied the Jewish Torah. (Matthew Henry). We don’t have an 

exact idea of who he was, but Luke says he was, “just and devout”. Simeon was around the 

Temple regularly which would also indicate some sort of relation to the Temple “staff”. God 

had promised this man that he wouldn’t see death until he had seen the “Lord’s Christ”, the 

promised Messiah. Mary and Joseph have brought this new baby to the Temple after the Jewish 

customs. As Simeon was making his way through the Temple, he saw Jesus, scooped him up 

into his arms, and acknowledged that this was God’s promised Messiah. He referred to Jesus 
as….. “thy salvation”, “a light to lighten the Gentiles”, and “the glory of thy people Israel.” He 

put Jesus down, blessed Mary and Joseph, and told them about the destiny that Jesus was to 

fulfill. That is all we know Biblically about this man named Simeon. So much can be learned 

from these verses, but we will pull out one thought with regards to Christmas. 

	In Luke 2:29 the Bible says, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 

according to thy word.” Remember that God had promised Simeon that he wouldn’t die until 

he had seen Jesus. This was the moment. Simeon was telling God that the moment was here. 

His life could end happily and peacefully because he had seen the One that would save Israel. In 

other words, Simeon’s Christmas experience was focused singularly on Christ. I don’t think that 

there is anything Biblically wrong with presents or Christmas parties, but sometimes we can 

lose our focus throughout the Christmas story. We begin to see all the pomp and circumstance 

that surrounds the holiday, rather than seeing the reason that we celebrate in the first place. 

Simeon went about his normal duties, but always in the back of his mind was aware that the 

Messiah could be the next one through the door of the Temple. This Christmas, keep Jesus as 

the center of your Christmas. There is nothing wrong with celebrating with family and friends, 

but be sure to remember what we are celebrating, and why we are celebrating it. 

	Another character that we meet in Luke 2 is Anna the prophetess. In Luke 2:36 – 38, the 

Bible describes a woman called Anna. Scholars say that the title “prophetess” would imply she 

was well-versed in the Scriptures. The idea of a prophet like Elijah, Elisha, Ezekiel, Isaiah, or 

Jeremiah ended at the end of the Old Testament. Luke describes her as “the daughter of 

Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, and of great age.” He says that she was a widow of 84 years. 

Whether this means she was a widow for 84 years, or that she was a widow that was 84 years 

of age is debated among Bible scholars today. Either way, if we can say it, she was old much like 

Simeon. God had allowed these two elderly people to see the salvation of Israel because they 

had remained faithful for their entire lives. Luke goes on to tell us that she departed not from 

the Temple. This description is a little confusing. Some scholars say she was there very often; 

while others say that she stayed there much like Samuel in the Old Testament. Whatever the 

case, whatever the interpretation, Anna was known for being around the church! She served 

God with prayers and fastings daily. We all can pray. This woman was up in years, but she was 

doing what she could. Anna’s Christmas was summed up in her telling others of the redemption 

that this new baby was bringing. Her focus at Christmas time was redemption. Her focus was 

the cross. To be honest, we forget why He came. He came to die on the cross for our sins. How 

sobering it is to realize that the cute little baby laying in that manger was sent for the sole 

purpose of saving His people from their sins. 

	God allowed these two elderly saints to see the promised Messiah because the 

relationship that they had with God gave them influence with God. Their faithfulness put them 

in a position for God to bless them. Don’t forget this Christmas why we celebrate. We celebrate 

the fact that Jesus came to us. An innocent little baby was sent to save us. That little baby lived 

in the shadow of the cross then for 33 1/2 years. In the words of the Grinch, “it came without 

ribbons. It came without tags. It came without packages, boxes, or bags. Maybe Christmas 

doesn’t come from a store, maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more.” Christmas is 

about Christ. Don’t forget why we celebrate. We celebrate Jesus coming to earth and dying for 
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