Characters of Christmas
Christmas through the eyes of those that lived it

	We have talked about Simeon, Anna, wise men, and shepherds. This week we look at 

Joseph. Joseph is sometimes the forgotten part of the Christmas story. Mary had the baby, the 

shepherds saw the angel in the sky, and the wise men brought gifts from far away. Where is 

Joseph? Despite what many would consider a secondary role, Joseph played a vital part in the 

Christmas story. We find very little about Joseph in Scripture. The verses we have, though, give 

an extraordinary account of a man that was chosen to be thrust into a very difficult situation.

	Joseph was a descendant of David. Matthew chapter one gives the genealogy that takes 

us from Abraham to Joseph. We understand that Joseph was not the earthly father of Jesus, but 

in Jewish custom, even a step-father provided for the heritage of his step-children. We know 

nothing of the upbringing of Joseph. He is very suddenly introduced to us in Matthew chapter 

one. He was in his late teens or early twenties according to Jewish tradition. He had met this 

Jewish girl named Mary, and everything seemed to going very well. They were betrothed to one 

another. “Marriages were arranged for individuals by parents and contracts were negotiated. 

After this was accomplished, the individuals were considered married, and were called husband 

and wife. They did not, however, begin to live together. Instead, the woman continued to live 

with her parents and the man with his for one year. The waiting period was to demonstrate the 

faithfulness of the pledge of purity given concerning the bride. If she was found to be with child 

in this period, she obviously was not pure and had been unfaithful to the man she was pledged 

to. Therefore, the marriage could be annulled. If, however, the one year waiting period 

demonstrated the purity of the bride, the husband would then go to the house of the bride’s 

parents and in a grand processional march lead his bride back to his home. There they would 
begin to live together as husband and wife.” (The Bible Knowledge Commentary, Cook). Joseph 

and Mary had been betrothed. They were promised to each other. Mary revealed to Joseph 

that she was going to have a baby. The Bible refers to Joseph as a “just man.” When it came to 

the Jewish law, Joseph was following it to the “t”. When it came to espousal law or betrothing, 

Joseph was obedient. From a human standpoint, no story from Mary, at this point, would be 

sufficient. We would simply view the story as an excuse, an attempt to push it all under the rug. 

By law, Joseph could have held her up for public ridicule resulting in a death by stoning. That 

was the law. Joseph would have been perfectly justified in this pursuit. In Matthew, we see the 

grace and mercy of Joseph. All he knew was that she was with child. The angel hadn’t yet 

appeared to him. He had no reason to think anything different, but he chose to put her away 

privately. There would be enough shame brought to her by walking around with an illegitimate 

child in her womb. This current scenario brings a very interesting point to light. Joseph did 

everything he possibly could to do right, but things still didn’t go the way he felt they should 

have. He followed the espousing rules, he was just, he maintained his own purity through this 

“engagement” process, and Mary still ends up with child. Sometimes, we find ourselves in the 

same spot. We do what’s right even when it seems like no one else is doing right. We do right, 

even when it is difficult to do. Unfortunately, it doesn’t seem to work out in the way that we 

feel it should. When things don’t work out exactly how we think, understand that God is in 

control of the situation. We must sit back and trust Him. We will never understand God’s 

ways. 

Here we find Joseph now. He was engaged to this woman who is now going to have a 

baby. He is not at fault whatsoever. He begins to formulate the plan to put her away privately. 

Matthew 1:20 says, “But while he thought on these things, behold the angel of the Lord 

appeared unto him in a dream saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee 

Mary they wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” God had been working 

the whole time. Joseph had his plan. His plan wasn’t wrong according to the law. In fact, his 

plan showed significantly more mercy than the law called for. Joseph’s plan wasn’t God’s plan, 

though. Joseph’s story is an excellent picture of God’s grace and mercy. Joseph had done 

nothing wrong. He had every right to publicly humiliate her and even kill her, but he chose 

instead to put her away privately. When the angel of the Lord informed him of what was going 

on, he readily accepted her, no questions asked. This is exactly what God did with us. Romans 

5:8 says, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us.” Despite our violation of God’s holiness, God still loved us enough to send His only 

Son to die for us. Joseph had been thrust into a difficult position that he could not have 

foreseen. When we are in the same position, we must look to God. Thankfully, the angel of the 

Lord arrived to explain to Joseph all that was happening. Just like with the shepherds and wise 

men, the first thing said is, “Fear not.” God has not given us the spirit of fear, but that doesn’t 

mean that opportunities to fear will cease to exist. Fear is the opposite of faith. We begin to 

fear when we lose sight of Christ. We really can’t blame Joseph for fearing here. What if people 

thought he was the father? Would they accuse him? What if he didn’t handle the situation in 

the right way? The angel of the Lord appeared and explained the situation. Even then, it would 

take a lot of faith for Joseph to continue forward. The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, not 

his parents, his grandparents, his siblings. Sometimes obedience to God requires us to step out 

in spite of all those around us. In Matthew 1:24, Joseph wakes up and does exactly what the 

angel had told him. Obedience, complete obedience, was absolutely paramount at this point. 

We will see in the next few paragraphs that obedience was a strong character trait of Joseph. 

He didn’t question, didn’t fight; he simply obeyed.

	In Matthew 2:1-12, Jesus is born, and the wise men make their journey. We know that 

Jesus was around 2 years of age when the wise men came to visit him. So we have Mary, 

Joseph, and a two year old Jesus. As a result of Herod’s panic about being replaced as king, he 

begins to kill all babies two years old and younger in his province. Once again, God is in 

complete control of the whole thing. He came to Joseph in a dream and warned him about 

Herod’s plans. He told Joseph to take Jesus and Mary and flee to Egypt. In verse 13, the angel 

says, “Arise, and take …” In verse 14, Joseph “arose and took.” Complete obedience is 

absolutely vital if our lives are going to follow Christ. Joseph’s obedience allowed him to fulfill 

Scripture though he didn’t realize that he was playing any role in fulfilled prophecies. We don’t 

realize the impact that our simple obedience is going to have. This is why it is so important that 

we simply obey. Later in Matthew 2:19-23, Joseph is told to bring the baby and Mary back after 

Herod is dead. At the end of the passage, we are told that Joseph was further fulfilling Scripture 

by his obedience to the angel of the Lord.

	Joseph’s Christmas was a Christmas of human uncertainty. From the very beginning, he 

was going “blindly” through the story. Obviously, we understand that God was leading him and 

he was following, but from a human standpoint, Joseph didn’t know where his next move 

would lead. Though he didn’t know where his steps would lead, he continued to obey and allow 

God to sort it out. As we go through our own lives, we have to get past the idea that we have to 

know where everything is going to lead. We are very much like a child on a long trip who 

constantly asks, “Are we there yet?” Seeing the end would limit our faith, if not remove our 

faith altogether. Joseph obeyed and God blessed. 

	At this Christmas season, keep Joseph in mind. Joseph was thrust into a very difficult 

position, but he trusted God and was able to see a great miracle. Our job is not to figure God 

out; our job is to simply trust and obey. Are you in tune to God? Do you hear Him speak? Why 

do we struggle with obedience? Joseph also showed the grace and mercy that is only possible 

[bookmark: _GoBack]when God is working through us! 

L ——

T —

[———

e e e o r v W

s s, ooyt s i St T e, B,

S e o i Mo

it e s, s

et o g g ey e T e st
R ————)
e s he s s s et o e s
nsmte e e o e the e s
et o he i 7 g s w0 et e
T pa e —
L e R E——]
P S ———
e e e, i e st e e e

[T —————




