
Gospel Illustrations
Why Did Jesus Have to Die?
There is a story told about a particular Indian tribe who was suffering from the affects of a
severe drought. Food was scarce and the members of the tribe were beginning to steal from
each other in order to survive.
Well the chief knew that that would be the death of the tribe so he issued a law that the next
person caught stealing would be taken to the center of the village, tied to a pole and publicly
whipped.
The next day, sure enough a thief was caught. Everyone turned up to see who it was and to
witness the punishment. To everyone’s shock, the thief turned out to be the Chief ’s own
mom. What was he going to do. He was a good chief, and could not justly ignore the law he
had made the day before. He had to be just.
But good grief, this was his mom. She was old, and frail, the beating could very well kill her.
And he loved her. How could he cause her to suffer?
What do you think he should do? Which should win: His love or his justice?
Well, here’s what he does. He orders that her wrists be tied to the pole so the beating can
begin. And he calls the punisher to step forward, whip in hand.
But before he gives the order to commence, be steps in between his mom and the punisher.
He stretches his broad shoulders across her frail back and with her body completely
protected underneath his own, orders that the punishment be carried out.
As the cords of the whip fall, they fall on him, and he absorbs the full brunt of her penalty. In
that act he was both just, in carrying out the penalty, and loving, by suffering it himself.
That is what Jesus did for us. We are guilty of breaking his laws, and we know it. Everyone of
us has a list of things we are ashamed of, and things that we can’t stop doing even though we
know it’s wrong. The Bible is clear that sin earns a penalty and that God is just. The penalty
must be paid. But it’s also clear that God loves us. He wants good things for us. He doesn’t
want us to be punished.
So here’s what he did. He declared us guilty and order that the penalty be paid. Then he
came to earth, became a man, and hung on a cross for us. When Jesus was being crucified,
what he was doing was stepping in between us who are guilty, and God the Father who
demanded justice. He absorbed the blows of that punishment so we wouldn’t have to.

Propitiation and Justification:
Here is one illustration to help you think about propitiation and it’s role in our salvation:
There’s a story about a judge whose own son was brought before her for a crime he had
committed. The judge felt a deep grief that her son would violate the laws upon which she
based her entire life. Tears welled in her eyes and she listened painfully as the evidence
against her son was presented. The courtroom sat in silence wondering how the judge
would rule. Would she just give him a reprimand in an act of mercy? Would she give him the
minimum penalty for the offense? Much to their surprise, she handed down the maximum
fine, upholding the law to its fullest degree. The son was in shock, for he knew that he
couldn’t pay the fine and was anguished at the thought of imprisonment. He looked up at
her in disbelief.

But then something happened that nobody expected. She stepped down from the bench,
took off her judge’s robe, told her son how much she loved him and then paid, out of her
own pocket, the fine she had just handed down.  Not everyone understood what she had



done. As a judge, she showed her commitment to honor the law to its fullest, but she then
stepped down from that seat of honor and showed her love for her child. Her son never
understood the depth of his mother’s commitment to the law until that moment, and, until
that moment, he never knew the depth of his mother’s love for him. He felt deep sorrow for
the pain he had caused her and for those he had hurt by his act of crime. With his head
bowed, and his tears flowing freely, he asked for her forgiveness, which she willingly and
freely gave to him.1

Saving Faith:

 The great tightrope walker, Blondin, strung a wire from one side of the Niagara Falls to the
other. A crowd gathered to watch him attempt to walk out over the deadly falls. The silent
tension turned to cheers as they watched him walk out, turn and come back.
He asked the crowd, “How many believe that I can walk to the other side and back while
pushing a wheelbarrow?” To which they shouted, “We believe, we believe!” And, Blondin did
in fact walk out and back with a wheelbarrow.
Upon his return, Blondin asked, “Who believes I could push a man in this wheelbarrow
while walking out and back on the wire?” Again the crowd responded with enthusiastic
affirmation.
“OK,” he asked, “Who would like to get in?” The crowd fell silent.
Trusting Christ is not simply assenting to the facts of the gospel message, there is a decision
that implies actually getting into the wheelbarrow

Saving Faith:

It’s winter and you live in the arctic, or worse, Minnesota. Before you is a glorious lake that's
frozen over. It’s been 20 below zero and there isn’t a doubt in your mind that the ice will
hold you. So, you go running down the dock and jump out onto the ice. You, however, were
wrong. You had a ton of faith but the object of your faith, it turns out, was a 1/8 inch film of
ice on the pond.
A week goes by, your pneumonia has cleared up and once again you are looking out on a
frozen lake. But it’s been warm and your socks are still wet from your last miscalculation, so
with great fear, timidity and very little faith you inch your way out onto the ice. It holds you.
It turns out the ice is two feet thick. This time you had only a tiny bit of faith but the object of
your faith was trustworthy, it was two feet thick.
The issue is really not the amount of faith, it is the object of our faith (which is Christ) and
whether we are willing to take whatever amount of faith we have and place it in him. Even
filled with doubt, you can step out on the ice.

Saving Faith:
Doing these things is like studying the science of aviation and then hanging around in
airports. You can learn all about the physics of flight, know which airlines have the safest
record, pick the best craft to fly in, reserve your flight, drive to the airport, go to the gate,
double check the cockpit crew’s credentials. But it does no good unless you get on the plane. 

1 Original Story Illustration, McDowell, Josh. More Than A Carpenter.
www.snapshotsofgod.com



Knowledge alone won’t get you anywhere. You have to act on what you know. You have to climb
aboard the airplane, trusting it’ll take you where you want to go.” Similarly, it’s not enough to
know all about Christianity. You can study until you’re the expert, go to church, even get involved
in ministry, and not have a relationship with Christ. You finally have to take a step of faith and
‘get on board’ by receiving the forgiveness He purchased on the cross and entrusting your life
and future to Him. What’s what it means to become a real Christian. 

Claims of Jesus: Lord, Liar, Lunitic?
 Let me show you a real simple way to evaluate the claims Jesus made about himself. Chiefly,
and most preposterously, he claimed to be God. (Write “Jesus is God” at the top of the paper.)
There are really only two logical possibilities about that statement -- either it’s true or it’s
not true. (Draw two lines coming from “Jesus is God.” At the end of one write “True.” At the
end of the other write “False.”)
Now if it’s true, then he really is God, and we ought to worship him accordingly. He is the
Lord of everything. (Draw a line coming down from “True” and write “Lord.”) But if it’s false,
then there two options. Any idea what they are?
[Response.]
If Jesus’ claim to be God is false, the two options are that either he knew it or he didn’t.
(Draw two lines coming out from “False.” At the end of one write “He knew it,” at the end of
the other write, “He didn’t know.”
Look at that first option. If he claimed to be God, but he wasn’t, and he knew he wasn’t, what
does that make him?

[A liar.] 
That’s right. He has pulled off the greatest scam the world has ever seen. For thousands of
years, millions have lived and died for a charlatan. Christianity is a huge hoax. (Draw a line
coming down from “He knew it” and write “Liar.”)
Look at the other option. If Jesus claimed to be God, wasn’t God, but genuinely thought he
was, what does that make him?
[A lunatic.]
That’s right, he’s a psycho. Think about it. If your roommate thinks she’s smarter than you,
she’s kind of arrogant. If she thinks she’s the smartest person at school, she’s really out
there. If she thinks she’s the greatest mind ever to walk the earth, she’s delusional. As her
perceptions become more grandiose, and more divorced from reality, the more you’re forced
to conclude she’s insane. And if Jesus really thought he was the God who made heaven and
earth, but he was just an ordinary Jewish carpenter, then he was a loon. (Draw a line coming
down from “He didn’t know” and write “Lunatic.”)
Logically, then there are only three possibilities for Jesus’ identity: He was either God, like he
said, a liar who has scammed the world, or a raving lunatic.
There’s a fourth option that people prefer because it makes him nice and safe. It’s that he
was a just a good teacher. Just a nice, moral man. But that’s not possible. Insane people don’t
make particularly good teachers, and it would be hard to call the greatest scam artist
“moral.” You need to evaluate his claims honestly and take him as he is, not invent some
fourth option fantasy because it’s more comfortable. Who do you think he was? Lord, Liar, or
Lunatic?



Sanctification:

Paul also talks about the struggle of progressive sanctification for believers quite plainly in
Romans 7, “So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a
slave to the law of sin.” Upon salvation in Christ, we are given a new nature that we are to
actively engage in war with against our old, sinful nature, bringing it into subjugation and
mortification daily. This war will not be over, with its highs and lows, daily victories, and
sometimes, daily defeats, until we pass from this life to eternity.  The new, sanctified, Spirit
nature within us, and the old, sinful nature are opposites. One pastor puts it this way, “It’s
like the difference between sheep and pigs. Sheep and pigs get muddy and dirty. However,
they view and experience it much differently. Sheep get muddy and dirty, but I don’t think
they like to. Their nature is different from the pig. The pig loves to get dirty and loves the
mud. The pig is occasionally clean but prefers to be muddy. The sheep is occasionally muddy
but wants to be clean. A pig will be happy to stay perpetually in mud. A sheep won’t. A sheep
won’t stay in the mud. It’s not his nature to do so.” When I sin, it doesn’t feel the same, and I2

have this voice or conscious guiding me and convicting me. This is a beautiful thing.
Christians may and will sin but it’s no longer our nature to do so.

2 Dewitt, Steve. What Does it Mean That a Christian “Cannot Keep on Sinning.” April
28, 2013, www.stevedewitt.org


