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Justification by Faith

Scripture Reading
NASB, emphasis added

“More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain

Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith”

—Philippians 3:8-9

“But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law
and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe;

for there is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by
His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus”

—Romans 3:21-24

3 For what does the Scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS

RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is
due. 5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith

is credited as righteousness,
-Romans 4:3-5

When Christ died for our sins on the cross, He made a way for mankind to have
access to God. Although this truth is simply understood, the nature of what happened
on the cross is deep and complex. One aspect of our salvation through Jesus is termed
Justification: “God, the righteous judge, declares the pardoned sinner righteous.”1 Note
that when a criminal is pardoned it doesn’t take away their guilt and shame, it simply
releases them from having to pay the penalty of their crime. Thankfully, justification is
much more than this, for it not only pardons us, but also takes away the guilt and
shame of our sin; Justification makes us righteous.2

Justification then is much more than just having one’s sins wiped away, it is a means,
and an end, to the way we live our lives as Christians. We “count all things to be loss”
so that we may know Christ and be covered by His righteousness. This does not mean
that justification is a killjoy, for it grants us eternal joy, starting today! Justification
doesn’t just secure us eternal life, it grants us life, and life abundantly (John 10:10). One
doesn’t truly experience all the joys of life outside of serving Christ. In fact, justification
is what brings us peace in this life (Romans 5:1). Justification is a gift offered by God
freely through redemption in Jesus; justification is the gift that makes life meaningful
and full of purpose.

So who is justification for? The Bible clearly states there is none righteous, not even
one. Before God, our righteousness, our best day and our best moments pale in
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comparison to His glorious nature and holiness. Our righteousness, at it’s best, is as the
great prophet Isaiah stated, “filthy rags.” Self-righteousness is a delusion. Christ came
to save sinners; Christ CANNOT justify those who believe in their heart that they are
not guilty before God. Justification is for the ungodly. We have to see and confess our
need to be justified, in order to receive this gift by faith. The late, Charles Spurgeon,
states, “Salvation comes to him before he has any of the results of salvation.  In fact, it
comes to him while he deserves only this bare, beggarly, base, abominable description:
ungodly. That is all he is when God’s gospel comes to justify him…the Gospel will
receive you into its halls if you come as a sinner, not otherwise.”3

And how are we justified? Since we are fallen and sinful, justification must come
from outside our being. When we are justified, Christ’s righteousness is placed upon us,
coined imputed Righteousness. When one is justified, God no longer sees their former
sins but He sees Christ’s righteousness in them. For this reason, justification is not
earned via “good works,” but only through faith in Jesus. Just as a dirty sponge cannot
clean dishes, so we cannot produce works satisfying to God. Only when the sponge is
itself washed can it then function in its intended purpose; only when we submit our
lives to Christ, being washed in His blood, are we then justified and able to function in
our God-given purpose.

Discussion Questions:

1. Re-read the scriptures given at the beginning of the study, what understanding of
the nature of justification can be drawn from these verses? How would you
describe justification using your own words?

2. Read Titus 3:7, according to this verse, what does justification make us before
God?

3. Why can only God Justify us, not ourselves, others etc.…? Look at the following
scriptures to add to discussion: Psalm 51:4, Isaiah 38:17, Isaiah 1:18, Hebrews
10:17, Micah 7:18.

4. Read Romans 5:1-5, in what way does Justification grant us peace? What about
hope?

5. Read Romans 5:9, by what are justified? What significance does this hold?

Extra Reading:

Read Titus 3:3-7, Philippians 3:7-21, and Romans 5.
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