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Review:      

 Lesson 9 was amazing as God showed us the temptations and trials of those gifted with wealth.  
We also saw how that tongue of ours can speak evil of others and judge them – usurping God’s place, 
right, and authority.  We saw the evils of boasting and earthly self-sufficiency. Then the example of 
what hoarding can do.  Finally, you were given a ‘Maturity in Action’ guideline, comparing OT laws and 
NT admonitions in James. 

 We are coming to the end of this wonderful letter of James and we will continue learning 
maturity in a step-by-step process.   During every class this season, we admonished you with one of 
our Elder’s famous sayings  “1. Eyes on Jesus  2. Be Flexible  3. Go back to 1”.    

 This final lesson will give boots to what he was saying and show you the ‘combative’ step by 
step process that James proposed nearly two millennia ago. And you will see that it is still in effect 
today as we continue the process of maturing until Jesus takes us home.   

 

~   Lesson 10 

 

Temptations & Trials 
Combatted Step-by-step – James 5:7-20 

5  7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 8  You too be patient; 
strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9  Do not complain, brethren, against one 
another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing  right at the door. 10 
As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen 
the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful. 

 
12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but 
your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment. 
13 Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises. 14 Is 
anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, 
 anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will  restore the one 
who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. 16 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The 
effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, 
and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six 
months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit. 
19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 20 let him know that he 
who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of 
sins. 
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Step 1 :   Be patient, endure, keep your eyes focused on the Lord’s Return   5:7-11 

 The Lord will come again  

 The Lord’s coming is near 

7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 

 James tells us to be patient, to be watchful for our Lord’s return.  Just like a farmer waits 
patiently for his crops to mature, for the rains to nourish to soil, seeds, and plants; so, we are to be 
patient as we wait. We wait for the precious produce to be harvested.    Jesus said      Mark 13:28-33  28 
“Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, you too, when you see these things happening, recognize that He is 
near, right at the door. 30 Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 32 But of that day or hour no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  33 “Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not 
know when the appointed time will come 

We are to keep our eyes firmly set on the coming of The Lord, whether He comes and takes us 
home by our death, or He comes in the sky and raptures us from this earth.  We wait patiently for we 
are the harvest.   John 21:22  22 Jesus said to him, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? 

You follow Me!”        Paul told the people of Galatia  Galatians 6:9  9  Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in 

due time we will reap if we do not grow weary  and the Thessalonians   1 Thessalonians 2:19  19 For who is our 
hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His  coming? 

 We are to be working in the fields of humanity just as the farmer works his fields.  Working as if 
the Lord were returning soon.  Working patiently, prayerfully, and praisefully to our Lord.    Matthew 
9:37-38  37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore beseech 
the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Matthew 24:45-47  45 “Who then is the faithful 
and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 
Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 47 Truly I say to you that he will put him in 

charge of all his possessions.                                          . 
 
 

 Strengthen your heart, focus on the Lord’s return 

8  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  

 As we eagerly anticipate the Lord’s return, we must be daily continuing to grow.  Growing 
through every trial, every temptation.  Growing in the Lord by daily reading scripture, talking to Him 
and listening to His Word.  This is what strengthens our heart, this is what emboldens our spirit, this is 
what we are to be doing as we wait for Him.      Luke 21:19  19 By your endurance you will gain your lives. 

Paul tells us  in  1 Thessalonians 3:13  13 so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness 
before our God and Father at the  coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. Romans 13:11-12  11 Do this, 
knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than 
when we believed. 12  The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light 
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 Peter says   1 Peter 4:7  7  The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit 
for the purpose of prayer. 

 Strengthening our hearts, putting on the armor of God daily, remembering that our Lord is 
coming soon. Our hearts are to be established/firm/positive of the certainty of the Lord’s coming.   This 
is keeping our eyes on Jesus! 

 

 Do not grumble – lest you be judged 

9  Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, 
the Judge is standing  right at the door. 

 And yet there is more to keeping our eyes on Jesus as we wait for His return, as we are growing, 
learning, and harvesting.  James has told us to be ‘doers’ of the Word, and as doers we must be doing 
in God’s way – not our way.   Here we are being told not to complain against one another.  He is talking 
to believers in their relationship to other believers – brethren.   

 As the world gets darker and we begin to experience times of persecution and distress, 
pressure is going to build up in our families, our country, and our church.  This is what was happening 
during the early church.  It has been said that ‘it is a curious twist of human nature that in times of 
pressure, we build up wrath against those we love most.’    I have seen that happen in my own life, and 
we will see it more and more in these latter days.   1 Corinthians 4:5  5 Therefore do not go on passing 
judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the 
darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God.   

James says  do not complain, do not grumble against one another as you are working for the 
Lord under trying circumstances.  Don’t let resentment build up.  1 Peter 4:5  5 but they will give account 
to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead 

 Remember that we will be judged     Matthew 24:33  33 so, you too, when you see all these things, 
recognize that He is near, right at the door.        Mark 13:29  29 Even so, you too, when you see these things 
happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 

 

 Be patient, Remember the prophets speaking and believing in the Lord 

10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 
the Lord.  

 Patience [makrothymia] means forbearance, fortitude, longsuffering, endurance, constancy, 
steadfastness.     Notice that James says ‘suffering and patience‘  putting suffering ahead of patience. 
Suffering precedes patience, tribulation will come first.  Paul will say  Romans 5:3-5  3  And not only 
this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and 
perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because 
the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  

Because of the faithfulness of the prophets in declaring the Word of God, they were persecuted 
without mercy.  James says that they are to be our example in Scripture of patience.  Matthew 5:12  12 
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Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. 

 

 Be patient, Remember Job suffering trials and temptations 

11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the 
outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful. 

 First we see that we are to count those blessed who endured.  So, who is James referring to with 
this statement?   Jesus said   Matthew 5:10  10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven..  I think that he may be referring to Isaiah, Jeremiah, or 
Daniel who were honored for the lives of devotion and zeal;  we count them or think of them as 
blessed even though they went through great trials and sufferings with patience.   It is reasonable to 
conclude that as the early Christians suffered, so will we…    1 Peter 3:14-15  14 But even if you should 
suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE 
TROUBLED, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who 

asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and  reverence .. 

Then, James gives us another example of patience, endurance, and steadfastness in the man 
Job.   He was a great example for the early Christians and is for us today.  We would be hard pressed to 
find any man or record that compares to what happened to Job.    Job 1:21-22  21 He said, “Naked I came 
from my mother’s womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed 
be the name of the LORD.”  22  Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God. Job 2:10 10 But he said 
to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept 

adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. And the outcome was that     Job 42:10,12 10 The 
LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends, and the LORD increased all that Job had 
twofold. …  12  The LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning 

It is vital to our maturing and our walk with the Lord to remember that the Lord always takes 
care of His sheep.  Those who have given their lives to Him are held in His hands, and written on the 
hands of His Son Jesus.  John 6:39  39 This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose 

nothing, but raise it up on the last day.   We are doubly held, we are part of the all that God has given 
Jesus, and we must remember the compassion and mercy of our Lord.    

Exodus 34:6-7a  6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, 
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7 who keeps 
lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin…”  

Psalms 103:8  8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness. 

 
 

Step 2:   Respond properly to each circumstance   5:12-20 

 Circumstance 1.  When heavily tried  - do not curse or swear 

12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but 
your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment. 
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We have seen how we are to keep our eyes on Jesus, eagerly, patiently waiting, without 
complaining or grumbling when things are tough, and remembering those who have gone before us as 
our examples.  Now James wants us to respond properly to each circumstance that he presents to us – 
and check to see how flexible we are.  Flexible in the manner that says we seek Him first, and we do 
not count on ourselves.  Flexibility says that we bend when needful always remembering that it is the 
Lord’s will that must be accomplished – not our own. 

 James says not to swear [omnyō]  take or declare an oath, affirm, promise, threaten.   Matthew 
5:34-37  4 But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, 
for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING. 36 Nor shall you make an 
oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, 
no’; anything beyond these is of evil. 

 

Believer's Bible Commentary     Impatience in times of trial is also manifested in swearing. Here it is 
not a question of profanity, or cursing, primarily.   Neither is it a matter of taking an oath in a court of 
law. The practice forbidden is the thoughtless use of the Lord’s Name or some other name to attest the 
truthfulness of one’s speech.  The Christian should not have to swear by anyone or anything, either in 
heaven or on earth. Those who know him should be able to depend on the fact that his “Yes” means 
“Yes” and his “No” means “No.” 
     This passage could also be applied to forbid such needless expressions as “For heaven’s sake,” “As 
God is my Judge,” “By Jove,” and such minced oaths as “gee” (contraction for Jesus), “gosh,” and “golly” 
(slang for God). 
     Lest you fall into judgment (or hypocrisy), says James, perhaps thinking of the third commandment: 
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who 
takes His name in vain” (Ex. 20:7). 

 

    James mentions prayer 7 times in these last verses both as a noun and as verb.  He thought it 
important enough to emphasize prayer in all  our circumstances.   This is how we practice step 2 – 
flexibility.  We make a continual, consistent, conscious decision to go to the Lord in Prayer.   

 Circumstance 2.  From affliction to cheerfulness - Pray & Praise 

13 Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises.  

     In every circumstance of our lives, we need to go to the Lord in Prayer.  When we are in trouble, we 
need to approach Him with our earnest entreaties, our pleadings.  In times of rejoicing, we need to lift 
our hearts to Him in praise.  He wants to be part of all of the changing moods and times of our lives.   

Psalms 50:15  15  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.” 

1 Corinthians 14:15  15  What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; I 
will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.   

Colossians 3:16) 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

 



The Epistle of James 5.7-20  Lesson 10 page 6 

 

 Circumstance 3.  When you are sick - Call for prayer from the church leaders 

14 Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over 
him,  anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will  restore the 
one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven 
him.  

Dr. David Jeremiah    the sick are healed not by the elders’ power, nor their faith, nor the 
anointing oil but by the Lord’s intervention – either through indirect means (medical treatment) 
or His supernatural healing. 

  

One of the things about prayer to remember is that we must be living in the Lord’s will, and 
praying for the Lord’s will to be done.  James 1:6  6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one 

who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.     Does this automatically mean that all 
prayers regarding illness or sickness will be answered?  Not at all, Scripture shows us that it is not 
always God’s will to heal.  One example is the apostle Paul, whom God did not heal 2 Corinthians 12:9  9 
And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” 

 So, what is James talking about,  if he is not referring to every kind of illness in verse 14?  
Perhaps the key to understanding this passage is found in ‘if he has committed sins, they will be 
forgiven him ‘.  Healing in this section is connected with the forgiveness of sins, remembering that 
James is talking to believers.   We know that sins are forgiven as the result of confession   1 John 1:9  9  If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

1 Corinthians 1:21  21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, 
God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe  
  

 

 Circumstance 4.  When you have sinned - Confess to one another & pray for each 
other 

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.  

 James is not telling his readers to tell all their sins to each other – that is not what he is saying.  
He is telling us that when we sin against another, we should be prompt to confess this sin to the one 
you have wronged.  Remembering that we are doing what God wants us to do.  Being flexible and 
submitting  to God’s will instead of allowing resentment to build up.    

We need to be in fellowship with one another through confession and prayer.    We see that in 
the early church   Acts 19:18 18 Many also of those who had believed kept coming, confessing and disclosing 
their practices.  

The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 

 Effective [energeō]  to be active, efficient, be mighty in, to be operative, be at work, put forth 
power.    Notice that this word looks like our word for ‘energy’.  So having energy in our prayers is very 
much in line with what we heard Pastor Patrick  talk about in his sermon on Daniel’s prayer.   
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Effective prayer is personal, not ritual, it is all about God’s will being done, getting what God 
wants for His Kingdom and His righteousness.  The righteous man is allowing his life to hallow God’s 
name, yielding his desires to God’s desires in each prayer, in each request, in each activity.   John 9:31  
31 We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him. 

Effective prayer by such a person accomplishes much for the kingdom, as we see in the man 
Elijah 

17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did 
not rain on the earth for three years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured 
rain and the earth produced its fruit. 
 As recorded in the OT:   1 Kings 17:1  1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of  the settlers of Gilead, said to 
Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain 
these years, except by my word.”     1 Kings 18:1 1 Now it happened after many days that the word of the LORD 
came to Elijah in the third year, saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the face of the earth.” 
1 Kings 18:42  42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he crouched 
down on the earth and put his face between his knees.   1 Kings 18:45  45 In a little while the sky grew black 
with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy shower. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel 

 Elijah was a faithful servant and his example is given as encouragement for us to pray.  In a 
‘contest’ to see whose God was supreme between the prophets of Baal and Elijah, we read the 
following  

1 Kings 18:30-39 30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” So all the people came near to him. 
And he repaired the altar of the LORD which had been torn down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Israel shall be your 
name.” 32 So with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD, and he made a trench around the altar, 
large enough to hold two measures of seed. 33  Then he arranged the wood and cut the ox in pieces and laid it on 
the wood. 34 And he said, “Fill four pitchers with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” And 
he said, “Do it a second time,” and they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time,” and they did it a 
third time. 35 The water flowed around the altar and he also filled the trench with water. 

 Elijah’s Prayer: 
36  At the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O LORD, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, today let it be known that You are God in Israel and that I am Your servant and I 
have done all these things at Your word. 37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that You, 
O LORD, are God, and that You have turned their heart back again.”       

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, 
and licked up the water that was in the trench.   39 When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they 
said, “The LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is God.” 

 

 Elijah not only prayed a righteous prayer in the sight of God but he prayed for God’s will to be 
done, that the people would know the God of all.  This should be encouragement to us to pray for 
those who have sinned and wandered away from fellowship with God. 

 

 Circumstance 5.  When one is backslidden - Seek him out, Lead him to repentance  

 In order for him to be saved from death and has his sins covered 
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19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 20 let him know that 
he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a 
multitude of sins. 

 James is repeating what Jesus said in  Matthew 18:15 15 “If your brother sins, go and show him his 
fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.   

And later Paul said in   Galatians 6:1  1  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are 
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be 
tempted. 

Believer's Bible Commentary    Verse 19 describes a Christian brother who has wandered away from the 
truth, either in doctrine or in practice. Another brother makes this a matter of fervent, believing prayer, 
and thus lovingly turns him back to fellowship with God and with his brothers and sisters in Christ.  

How immense is the significance of this ministry! First of all, he will save his erring brother from dying 
prematurely under the chastening hand of God. Secondly, he will cover a multitude of sins. They are 
forgiven and forgotten by God.  

Also,  they are forgiven by fellow believers and veiled from the gaze of the outside world. We need this 
ministry today.    In our zeal to evangelize the lost, perhaps we do not give sufficient attention to those 
sheep of Christ who have wandered from the fold. 

 

David Jeremiah     In vs 19-20 – James makes the church body responsible for the wandering brother or 
sister.    

Hebrews 3:12-13 12  Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart 
that falls away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called 
“Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.   

Christians do not live to themselves; when one part falls away, the entire body suffers.  Therefore, they 
must do what they can to help fellow Christians remain true to the faith Galatians 6:1-2 1  Brethren, 
even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 2  Bear one another’s 
burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.  

 

Your prayers should center around 4 Biblical principles… 

P = Praise:   You OWE your existence to God so WORSHIP Him as your first priority 

R = Replace:  Ask God to replace YOUR priorities with HIS priorities 

A = Ask:     For all your NEEDS and remember that your GREATEST need is to be FORGIVEN and to be 
forgiving 

Y = Yield:   Your total self to the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
Key… Dr. Mark’s Sermon 5.26.22 

 

Prayer is the basis for keeping your eyes on Jesus and being flexible unto the Lord 
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James 5:13                                                       DIVINE HEALING                          Believer's Bible Commentary 

 

     1. Christians agree that all sickness is, in a general way, the result of sin in the world. If sin had never 
entered, there would be no sickness. 
     2. Sometimes sickness is a direct result of sin in a person’s life. In 1 Corinthians 11:30, we read of 
certain Corinthians who were sick because they participated in the Lord’s Supper without judging sin in 
their lives, that is, without confessing and forsaking it. 
     3. Not all sickness is a direct result of sin in a person’s life. Job was sick in spite of the fact that he 
was a most righteous man (Job 1:8). The man born blind was not suffering for sins he had committed 
(John 9:2, 3). Epaphroditus was sick because of his tireless activity in the work of the Lord (Phil. 2:30). 
Gaius was spiritually healthy but apparently physically unwell (3 Jn. v. 2). 
     4. Sometimes sickness is a result of satanic activity. It was Satan who caused Job’s body to be 
covered with boils (Job 2:7). It was Satan who crippled the woman in Luke 13:10–17 so that she was 
bent double, unable to straighten herself up: “This woman … whom Satan has bound—think of it—for 
eighteen years” (13:16). Paul had a physical infirmity caused by Satan. He called it “a thorn in the 
flesh … a messenger of Satan to buffet me” (2 Cor. 12:7). 
     5. God can and does heal. In a very real sense, all healing is divine. One of the names of God in the 
OT is Jehovah-Ropheka—“the LORD who heals you” (Ex. 15:26). We should acknowledge God in every 
case of healing. 
     It is clear from the Bible that God uses different means in healing. Sometimes He heals through 
natural bodily processes. He has placed within the human body tremendous powers of recuperation. 
Doctors know that most complaints are better by morning. Sometimes He heals through medicines. 
Paul advised Timothy, for instance, to “use a little wine for your stomach’s sake and your frequent 
infirmities” (1 Tim. 5:23). Sometimes He heals through “deliverance from underlying fears, 
resentments, self-preoccupation, and guilts, all of which produce illness.” Sometimes He heals through 
physicians and surgeons. Jesus explicitly taught that sick people need a physician (Matt. 9:12). Paul 
spoke of Luke as “the beloved physician” (Col. 4:14), which certainly recognizes the need of doctors 
among Christians. God uses doctors in the ministry of healing. As Paré, the famous French surgeon 
said, “The surgeon dresses the wound; God heals it.” 
     6. But God also heals miraculously. The Gospels contain many illustrations of this. It would be 
incorrect to say that God generally heals in this way, but neither should we say that He never does. 
There is nothing in the Bible to discourage us from believing that God can heal miraculously today. 
     7. Yet we must also be clear that it is not always God’s will to heal. Paul left Trophimus sick at 
Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20). The Lord did not heal Paul of his thorn in the flesh (2 Cor. 12:7–10). If it were 
always God’s will to heal, some would never grow old or die! 
     8. God has not promised to heal in every case; therefore, healing is not something we can demand 
from Him. In Philippians 2:27, healing is spoken of as a mercy, not something which we have a right to 
expect. 
     9. While it is true in a general sense that healing is in the “Atonement,” yet not all the blessings that 
are in the Atonement have been given to us yet. For instance, the redemption of the body was 
included in Christ’s work for us, but we will not receive it until Christ comes for His saints (Rom. 8:23). 
At that time also we will be completely and finally healed of all diseases. 
   10. It is not true that failure to be healed indicates a lack of faith. If it were, this would mean that 
some would live on indefinitely; but no one does. Paul, Trophimus, and Gaius were not healed, and yet 
their faith was virile and active.  




