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Review:      

    Last week our lesson was on the dangers of the tongue, and a warning for all who would be teachers.  
We heard in Luke 12:48 that to those who are given much, much would be required and to those much 
is committed, more would be asked of them; and how this applies to teachers and the ‘teacher’ in each 
of us – as friends, co-workers, wives, mothers, grandmothers…  We all teach someone, at some time. 

   We got an interesting lesson on the damage that our tongues, our words, our speech can and will do, 
if not controlled.   How “bridles, bits, and rudders” need to be applied to our mouths before we speak. 
And a visual of fire, showed us the world of iniquity that our speech can start, enflame, and totally 
overpower into destruction from hell. 

   We learned that only God can tame into submission, our restless tongue and wandering heart  

Proverbs 4:23-27  23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life. 
24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth And put devious speech far from you. 
25 Let your eyes look directly ahead And let your gaze be fixed straight in front of you. 
26  Watch the path of your feet And all your ways will be established. 
27  Do not turn to the right nor to the left; Turn your foot from evil. 
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      Lesson 7 

Temptations & Trials 
Especially Teachers – James 3:13-18 
Application – Wisdom from Above 

 

3  13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the 
gentleness of wisdom.  14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be 
arrogant and so lie against the truth.   15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is 
earthly,  natural, demonic.   16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every 
evil thing.   17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy 
and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.   18 And the  seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in 
peace by those who make peace. 

 

The focus for this section concerns words, works, wisdom, and using the knowledge of true 
wisdom appropriately.   Proverbs 1-3 show us that knowledge alone is not enough, we are to acquire 
the wisdom from the Lord.  James saw the usefulness of all the Proverbs.   For his letter he took the 
warning of wisdom in chapter 1, the pursuit of wisdom bringing security in chapter 2, and the rewards 
of wisdom in chapter 3. 

In the book of John chapter 5, we see how the scriptures testify about Jesus and His equality 
with the Father.  But the Jewish teachers/leaders didn't ask for or have wisdom from The Lord since 
they did not believe the writings of their scriptures, nor did they believe Him.   
 
    Understand as we go thru this lesson that Godly wisdom always points to Jesus 

2) 

3)

*

4)

5)



The Epistle of James 3.13-18  Lesson 7 page 2 

 

 

Misunderstanding & twisting truth 3:13-18 

▪ A wise, understanding person or teacher 
o Shows good behavior 
o Shows humility 
o Shows wisdom 

 
13  Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the 
gentleness of wisdom. 

Wise [sophos] – skilled, expert, skilled in letters, cultivated, learned of the Greek philosophers, orators 
of Jewish theologians, and of Christian teachers;  forming the best plans and using the best means for 
their execution.  A common Greek word for speculative knowledge & philosophy, the Hebrews infused 
it with a richer meaning of skillfully applying knowledge to the matter of practical living. 

Understanding  [epistēmōn] – intelligent, full of  knowledge, experienced, one having the knowledge 
of an expert.  Used only here in the New Testament and refers to a specialist or professional who could 
skillfully apply his expertise to practical situation, one who was skilled in the art of living 

We are to ask this question of ourselves as James was telling his readers to ask ‘who’.  Who is 
wise… who is understanding…  Indeed, who even knows the meaning of the words.   Let’s see what 
scripture shows us regarding James question of wisdom and understanding  

Psalms 107:43 43 Who is wise? Let him give heed to these things, And consider the loving kindnesses of the 

LORD. 

Ecclesiastes 8:1, 5  1 Who is like the wise man and who knows the interpretation of a matter? A man’s wisdom 
illumines him and causes his stern face to beam. …  5 He who keeps a royal command experiences no trouble, for 
a wise heart knows the proper time and procedure. 

Job 28:28  28 “And to man He said, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; And to depart from evil is 
understanding.’” 

Jeremiah 9:12, 24  12 Who is the wise man that may understand this? And who is he to whom the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken, that he may declare it?     24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and 
knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in 
these things,” declares the LORD. 

Matthew 7:24  24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. 

James affirms what he learned in the scriptures by demanding that the one amongst them who is 
wise & understanding should  Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of 
wisdom.   

 
True active living faith produces all manner of good works/deeds.   
 
Wisdom from the Lord produces good behavior, so that the works/deeds are done with the 

gentleness that comes from Godly wisdom.    
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▪ False wisdom 
o Arouses envy, selfish ambition, pride, inconsistency 
o It is not of God but of the earth – unspiritual and demonic 
o It causes confusion and evil 

 
14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie 
against the truth.  15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly,  natural, 
demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing 

 

Bitter [pikros] Jealously [zēlos]  – sharp, pungent, acrid… fervent mind, indignation, jealousy, envy, zeal.    A 
harsh resentful attitude towards another.   Bitter was used of undrinkable water, not the fresh water of Jesus. 

Selfish ambition [eritheia] – intrigue, strife, contention, self-seeking that engenders antagonism and 
factionalism.  The Greek word came to describe anyone who entered politics for selfish reasons and 
sought to achieve his agenda at any cost.    

Romans 2:8  8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
wrath and indignation. 

Arrogant [katakauchaomai] -  to exult against/over,  boast, glory, or rejoice against by lifting up one’s 
self to the injury or a person or thing.       An attitude that says,  ‘I am better than ___’ . Putting one in 
the place of God, the only true I AM[c1] 

These words in verse 14 talk about self-centeredness, a sin which focuses on our flesh. Carnality 
is self-expression on behalf of your own interests, usually in a sensual often deviant way.    

We do well to remember that the self is a perfect gift of God to each person; the uniqueness of 
each soul, the basis of one’s individuality, and the bearer of the divine image in which we were 
created.   

1 Timothy 2:4  4 [God]  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.   

James 1:18  18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of 
first fruits among His creatures. 

But when it is turned inward, the self itself becomes the source of temptation, the evidence of 
sin, and the obstacle to holiness.   Every evil thing can be traced back to the desire to gratify self, 
whether envy, jealousy, boasting, lying or many of the other descriptions of ungodliness in human 
behavior.  This mindset is what James is speaking against when he says  do not be arrogant and so lie 
against the truth. 

 

15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly,  natural, demonic. 

James now reminds us of his earlier statement in chapter that  1 5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, 

let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.     We talked 
about true wisdom, we know that God created wisdom from the Proverbs chapters 1-9, especially in 
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Proverbs 8:22-23  22 “The LORD possessed me [wisdom] at the beginning of His way, Before His works of old. 23 
“From everlasting I was  established, From the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth. 

  We know that God’s wisdom leads to harmony & peace, while human wisdom leads to 
arrogance and dissension.  So, what kind of wisdom is James talking about?  The key is ‘this wisdom’ 
which refers back to the previous verse 14 talking about selfish ambition in the heart.   

James is talking about false wisdom, demonic wisdom, earthly wisdom which proclaims  its 
superiority but is not true wisdom at all because it doesn’t come from God. 

Earthly [epigeios]– worldly, existing on the earth    

Natural [psychikos] – governed by breath, the sensuous nature with its subjection to appetite and 
passion     

Demonic [daimoniōdēs] – devilish, resembling or proceeding from an evil spirit, demon-like 

Jude 1:18-19  18 that they were saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own 
ungodly lusts.” 19 These are the ones who cause divisions,  worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.  

Revelation 2:24  24 But I say to you, … , who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of 
Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on you. 

So how do we know what kind of ‘wisdom’ we are following, hearing, listening to on all of our 
modern devices?    Start by checking the ‘tag’ – what is it costing you to get this ‘wisdom’?     Earthly, 
natural, demonic knowledge always comes with a price tag.  And it is never cheap, never a bargain – it 
will cost you perhaps even your life if not your soul. 

Job 5:2 2 “For anger slays the foolish man, And jealousy kills the simple. 

Proverbs 14:30 30 A tranquil heart is life to the body, But passion is rottenness to the bones. 
 

Charles Swindoll   “Knowledge can be dangerous when it becomes an end in itself.  God gave us His 
truth so that we might put it into practice, not simply store it up. “                  Living Insights 

 
▪ The true wisdom 

o Source:   of God 
o Description:  true wisdom is pure 
o Effects:  harvest of righteousness, peace 

17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and 
good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  

    The wisdom of God is the only true wisdom which is spoken of in the scriptures.  He created wisdom 
and it lives in Him – always loving, always true.  The character of God’s wisdom is wonderful, always 
consistent with the holiness of God.  

Pure [hagnos] – clean, clear, no defects – the absence of any sinful attributes, innocent, modest, 
perfect 

Peaceable [eirēnikos] – peace loving, harmony 
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Gentle   [epieikēs ] – considerate, equitable, fair, mild. The ability to extend to others the kind 
consideration we wish to receive ourselves. 

Reasonable [eupeithēs]  - submissive, compliant 

Merciful  [eleos]  – concern for others, kindness or good will towards the miserable and the afflicted, 
joined with a desire to help them 

Good fruits  [karpos]  – acts of goodness – that which originates or comes from something, an effect, 
result 

Unwavering  [adiakritos]  – undivided, impartial, without dubiousness, ambiguity or uncertainty 

Without hypocrisy  [anypokritos ] – Sincere, no falseness, unfeigned, undisguised 

 

Matthew Henry . James 3.13-18   

These verses show the difference between men's pretending to be wise, and their being really 
so.  He who thinks well, or he who talks well, is not wise in the sense of the Scripture, if he does not 
live and act well.   

True wisdom may be known by the meekness of the spirit and temper. Those who live in 
malice, envy, and contention, live in confusion; and are liable to be provoked and hurried to any evil 
work. Such wisdom comes not down from above, but springs up from earthly principles, acts on earthly 
motives, and is intent on serving earthly purposes.  

Those who are lifted up with wisdom, described by the apostle James, is near to the Christian 
love, described by the apostle Paul; and both are so described that every man may fully prove the 
reality of his attainments in them. It has no disguise or deceit. It cannot fall in with those managements 
the world counts wise, which are crafty and guileful; but it is sincere, and open, and steady, and 
uniform, and consistent with itself.  

May the purity, peace, gentleness, teachableness, and mercy shown in all our actions, and the 
fruits of righteousness abounding in our lives, prove that God has bestowed upon us this excellent gift. 

 

18 And the  seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

Peace [eirēnē]  – a state of national tranquility, exemption from the rage and havoc of war 
peace between individuals, harmony, concord, security, safety, prosperity, felicity,  

Peace and harmony make and keep things safe and prosperous 

Of the Messiah's peace - the way that leads to peace (salvation) 

Of Christianity, the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing 
nothing from God and content with its earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is. 

Peace of the departed is the blessed state of devout and upright men after death – the joy of our 
Heavenly Father. 
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