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Review:      

In lesson 4 James 2:1-13 we saw the 1st temptation of showing partiality and favoritism that James 
wanted his brethren to know and heed.  It was made up of: 

 the charge against those who hold their faith in Jesus with an attitude of personal favoritism 

 the picture of partiality in the church 

 how partiality is wrong according to scripture 

 the warning against partiality by not loving others as ourselves 

 motivations to speak and act as those judged by the law of liberty – do what’s right  

     James, in the last study showed us the first step toward maturity by getting rid of partiality, he will 
now begin to break down the basics of true abiding faith which is the next step in maturing his beloved 
brethren – and us in this age. 

   James is going to show us three kinds of faith – the dead faith, the demonic faith, and the dynamic 
full of life faith. 

 

~~  

 

Temptations & Trials 
Common to all Believers – James 2:14-26  

Faith & Works  
 

2  14  What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save 
him? 15  If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their 
body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 
18  But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, 
and I will show you my faith by my works.” 19 You believe that  God is one. You do well; the demons also 
believe, and shudder. 20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is 
useless? 21  Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the 
altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 
perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS 
RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is 
justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by 
works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For just as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. 

~~ 
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Temptation 2:  Professing faith without works 2:14-26 

 

Two basic questions 

    14  What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith 
save him? 

     James has already told his brethren  James 1:16  16  Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  Open your 
eyes believers and see what God is going to say to you, to teach you, so that you may grow in maturity.   

     Now, he begins by asking two questions – what use is a man’s faith if he does no good works;  and 
can that faith save him?   The reader would assume the answer to both questions is ‘no’.  The faith that 
‘certain’ people claim to have, that is without any works or deeds, cannot save them from the 
judgment of God.      So now would be a good time to examine ourselves to see what it means when 
applied to us.  

James merely clarifies for us the kind of faith that saves. We are saved by grace through faith, 
not by works; but saving faith will have works that accompany it. As a saying goes: faith alone 
saves, but the faith that saves is not alone; it has good works with it. 

     Remember what James said earlier James 1:22  22  But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely 

hearers who delude themselves.   James grew up in the synagogue along with his brothers and sisters.  He 
saw how people behaved with their attitudes, claims, partiality and favoritism. He heard the stories, 
listened to Jesus and yet all during that time, by this statement in verse 14 – his own faith could not 
have saved him.   He may have had traditional Jewish faith, but it was not the faith that saved.   He had 
a dead faith, but it was his encounter with the risen Lord that totally changed him and gave him new 
life.    

    During the time of this letter, there was a philosophy called ‘antinomianism’ and some Gnostic 
heretics believed that for them, faith meant freedom from Judaism and freedom from law meant 
freedom for license, so much that no one needed to do any works or deeds at all.  James is countering 
that belief system by saying that this is not real true faith but a dead faith..  dead in God’s eyes. 

  

The professing believer – unconcerned and neglectful – dead faith 

   15  If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, 
“Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their 
body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

     James gives us an example of how this professing believer responds to those less fortunate and 
refuses to help the needy.  To fail in the most simple good work towards a brother or sister in need 
demonstrates that one does not have a living faith, and we can only be saved by a living faith in Jesus.   

    We think how callous, how unfeeling, how could this be happening, and yet how many times have 
we not stopped to help those in need?  Had they become so numb to what was going on around them 
that they no longer could see the hurt and needy among them?    Have we? 
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     Jesus said in Matthew 25:35-36 35 For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and 
you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was 
sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’    

     And again, in Luke 3:11  11 And he would answer and say to them, “The man who has two tunics is to share 
with him who has none; and he who has food is to do likewise.” 

     The apostle John later wrote in his letter of  1 John 3:17 17 But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees 
his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

 

     What good have we done the fellow Christian who lacks the essentials of life if we simply dismiss him 
or her with words?    Not that words are unimportant or that there will not be occasions when words are 
all we can offer.    But the real test of our words is actions that back them up. Isaiah exhorted his 
contemporaries to put meaning into their religious rituals by sharing bread with the hungry and covering 
the naked (58:7–9),   and Jesus promised the kingdom to those who feed and clothe “the least of these” 
(Matt. 25:31–46).  

Baker Illustrated Bible Commentary 

     “what use is that?”    Or what does it profit?   Real faith and the works that go with it, are not made 
of only spiritual things but also a concern for the most basic needs of others – such as food, clothing, 
and comfort.  

     Calvary Pastor David Guzik has said   “When needs arise, we should sometimes pray less, and 
simply do more to help the person in need. We can sometimes pray as a substitute for action.” 

     James draws the conclusion in vs 17 and in vs 20, that faith by itself is dead, useless – and not just in 
the sense that is not doing what it should – but that it is not even what it claims to be.    Faith works 
through love, and without love faith is dead.    The apostle Paul will later tell his readers in   Galatians 
5:6  6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through 
love.     

 

Two men of arrogance 

   18  But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” 

     One claims he has the ‘gift’ of faith, while another claims he has the ‘gift’ of works.  Then they word-
battle about which is better or more important, saying ‘show me’  it’s good that you are caring for the 
needy but that’s not my ‘gift’; somehow implying that one is more important than the other.    

     James is having none of that kind of thinking because real faith will always be demonstrated by 
works.  Real faith is alive and is working not hiding.  It is clear and logical.  We cannot see, as Jesus 
could, another’s faith – but we can see their works, what they do, who they help.  You cannot see faith 
without works, but you can demonstrate the reality of your faith by your works.    

James 3:13  13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the 
gentleness of wisdom. 

Matthew 7:16  16 You will  know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from 
thistles, are they?   
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The ‘orthodox’ religionist 

    19 You believe that  God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 20 But are you 
willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 

     The Jewish believer that James was writing to would fully understand the statement  ’You believe 
that  God is one’ from the Shema in Scriptures.   

          Ya'akov's challenge to his imaginary adversary is: "You may affirm the Sh'ma, the central creedal 
statement of Judaism, recited twice daily by every observant Jew.   Good for you!  -so what?    The 
demons believe it too; for Satan and his minions are thoroughly familiar with Scripture and do not 
dispute its truth (see Mt 4:1-11 &NN). But such intellectual affirmation is not saving faith, so the thought 
makes them shudder with fear.  

  For unlike believers joyfully anticipating their eternal glorification with God, they know that an 
irremediable and dreadful fate in hell awaits them at the Last Judgment (Revelation 20).   Also, unlike 
human skeptics, they know that this hell, with its lake of fire and brimstone, is real and not merely a 
scare tactic used to frighten the gullible."  

Jewish New Testament Commentary 

 This basic Jewish doctrine is found in  Deuteronomy 6:4-5  4 “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the 
LORD is one! 5  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might.”      

     Demons are essentially orthodox in their doctrine as seen in the NT.    ‘Demonic’ faith tells us that 
demons do believe. Even these fallen angels affirm the oneness of God and tremble at its implications.  

➢ Matthew 8:29 29 And they cried out, saying, “ What business do we have with each other, Son of God? 
Have You come here to torment us before the time?”    

➢ Mark 1:24 24 saying, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to 
destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!”    

➢ Mark 5:7-8  7 and shouting with a loud voice, he *said, “ What business do we have with each other, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do not torment me!” 8 For He had been saying 
to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”    

➢ Luke 4:34  34 “Let us alone!  What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You 
come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!”    

➢ Mark 12:29-31  29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; 
30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ 31 The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
 

    But orthodox doctrine by itself is not proof of saving faith. The demons all know the truth about God, 
Christ, and the Spirit, but hate truth and their creator.   Just so,  the orthodox religionist may believe in 
one God but without works James says their faith is useless.   

     The fallacy of faith without work is demonstrated by the demons – who have a demonic type of 
faith, meaning the faith does not come from the Lord.  They believe in God and the trinity, yes;  they 
tremble when the Lord speaks, yes;   they can recite from scripture, yes;   But their faith doesn’t 
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change them because it is not real and therefore no works accompany their faith, no fruit comes from 
their tree of life. 

     Why, faith without deeds is no better than the intellectual ‘faith’ of demons; they have a perfectly 
correct ‘theology’ but do not have the commitment to what they believe—their faith has affected their 
minds, but not their wills. So a faith without deeds is also a less than Christian faith, a bogus faith.”  

Baker Illustrated Bible Commentary 

 

    Here we must take the time to understand that there are not two methods of salvation (faith vs 
works). Instead, James contracts two kinds of faith – living faith that saves and dead/demonic faith 
that does not save.   

     1 John 3:7-10  7  Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is 
righteous, just as He is righteous; 8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 
beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one who is  born of 
God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10 By this the 
children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of 
God, nor the one who does not love his brother.  

Conclusion: faith without works is any empty faith 

     The “foolish person”  in verse 20, the imaginary objector James uses to make his point, will  now be 
given real examples, real evidence from the Old Testament that faith must be accompanied by works 
to be considered valid before God. 

 

A man who proved his faith by works – Abraham  

    21  Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?   
22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;   
23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS 
RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God.   

      Genesis 15:5-7  5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if 
you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6  Then he believed in the 
LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 7 And He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out of 
Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.” 

     Abraham was justified by faith long before he had a son, before he was to offer his only son Isaac to 
the Lord.  James says that Abraham offered up Isaac, which he did in his resolution and intention, and 
he would have completed his task – but the angel stopped him from actually killing his son.  Abe was 
complete in his obedience, his faith was being shown by his works.    Faith & works working together.    

     Genesis 22:9-18  9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there 
and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Abraham 
stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven 
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the 
lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from Me.” 13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket 
by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. 
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14 Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the 
LORD it will be provided.” 
15 Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, “By Myself I have 
sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 
indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand 
which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18  In your seed all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  

     Abraham was called the friend of God. Now we know that a friend is not one who merely declares 
his loyalty but proves it by his deeds.    Jesus told his followers that John 15:13-14  13 Greater love has no 
one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do what I command you.     

     Jesus told Abraham’s offering of his son Isaac, is to remind us of God offering His son Jesus. John 3:16  
16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His  only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life. 

 

24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.         

     Abraham’s faith and works were working together perfectly.   His faith fulfilled Scripture by his 
obedience when called out of the Chaldees, and when asked to offer Isaac.   He believed God & God 
said he was righteous, and his faith was made perfect – it was proved true, completed by his obedient 
works.  

     Charles Spurgeon was reported to have said   “The grace that does not change my life will not save 
my soul” 

Works are the outward proof of the reality of our faith. They give outward expression to what would 
otherwise be invisible. From this we see that the person is justified by grace, by faith, by blood, by God, 
by power, and by works. Yet there is no contradiction at all.         

Believer's Bible Commentary 

 

Conclusion:  a person is justified by faith, proven by his works and they are inseparable. 

 

A woman who proved her faith by works – Rahab 

  25 In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way?  

     In the OT scriptures we see that receiving and helping the Jewish spies that came into her land 
demonstrated Rahab’s faith.  She was a Gentile and yet she helped the spies, thereby saving their lives; 
and they would in return save her life and her family.     James may be subtlety reminding his Jewish 
exiled brothers that there should be no prejudice against Gentile believers starting to come into their 
fellowships, meetings, and house churches.    

     Joshua 2:8-13  8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9 and said to the men, “I know 
that the LORD has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of 
the land have melted away before you. 10  For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea 
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before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond 
the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11 When we heard it, our hearts melted and no 
courage remained in any man any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and 
on earth beneath. 12 Now therefore, please swear to me by the LORD, since I have dealt kindly with you, that 
you also will deal kindly with my father’s household, and give me a pledge of truth, 13 and spare my father and 
my mother and my brothers and my sisters, with all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.  … …   
20 But if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be free from the oath which you have made us swear.” 21 She 
said, “According to your words, so be it.” So she sent them away, and they departed; and she tied the scarlet 
cord in the window. ” 

      P. David Guzik  commented that  ”Rahab demonstrated her trust in the God of Israel by hiding the 
spies and seeking salvation from their God (Joshua 2:8-13).  Her faith was shown to be living faith 
because it did something. Her belief in the God of Israel would not have saved her if she 
hadn’t done something with that faith.”   

 The lesson from Abraham is clear:  if we believe in God, we will do what He tells us to do.  

 The lesson from Rahab is also clear:  if we believe in God, we will help His people, even when it 
cost us something or everything. 
 

Rachav (Rahab) the prostitute. She is also mentioned at MJ (Hebrews) 11:31 as one of the heroines of faith; 
and her example is even more striking than that of Abraham, for her works prior to her "conversion" 
were unarguably wicked.         Mekhilta (scriptural commentaries)  to Exodus 18:1 reports that she had been 
a prostitute for forty years from age 10, but then she joined herself to the Jewish people and became a 
proselyte.        Her faith was genuine, for she not only affirmed the God of Israel (Joshua 2:11), but did 
actions demonstrating her faith when she welcomed the messengers and sent them out by another 
route.       This was the beginning of a complete change of lifestyle. Mattityahu (Matthew) 1:5 names her 
as an ancestor of Yeshua the Messiah.          

 Jewish New Testament Commentary 

  

   26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. 

Conclusion: the body without the Spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 

      The main point of the paragraph is reiterated in its concluding verse: just as a body without the 
invigorating spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead—barren and useless. Rather ironically, in light 
of his criticisms of James, Martin Luther in his preface to Romans describes this dynamic nature of 
Christian faith as well as anyone: “O it is a living, busy, active mighty thing, this faith. It is impossible for 
it not to be doing good things incessantly.” Baker Illustrated Bible Commentary 

 

     Here the matter is summarized very beautifully. James compares faith to the human body. He likens 
works to the spirit. The body without the spirit is lifeless, useless, valueless. So faith without works is 
dead, ineffective, worthless. Obviously it is a spurious faith, not genuine saving faith. 
To summarize, then, James tests our faith by our answers to the following questions. Am I willing like 
Abraham to offer the dearest thing in my life to God? Am I willing like Rahab to turn traitor to the world 
in order to be loyal to Christ?   Believer's Bible Commentary 

 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/joshua/2/8-13/s_189008
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Pastor David Guzik leaves us with this…   What are some marks of saving faith? 

❖ It is faith that looks not to self, but to Jesus Christ. 

❖ It is faith that agrees with God’s word, both inwardly and with words. 

❖ It is faith that in itself is not a work that deserves reward from God; in this sense it is 
simply refusing to think God is a liar, and that in itself is not a good work, simply the absence of 

a sinful work. 

 
❖ It is faith grounded in what Jesus did on the cross and by the empty tomb. 

❖ It is faith that will naturally be expressed in repentance and good works. 

❖ It is faith that may sometimes doubt; yet the doubts are not bigger than the faith nor are 
they more permanent than the faith. This faith can say, “Lord I believe; help my unbelief.” 

 

❖ It is faith that wants others to come to the same faith. 

❖ It is faith that says more than “Lord, Lord” as in Matthew 7:21-23. 

❖ It is faith that not only hears the word of God but does it, as in Matthew 7:24-27. 

 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/matthew/7/21-23/s_936021
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/matthew/7/24-27/s_936024

