
Acts Series – End of series… 
Acts and Today 
 
We started the book of Acts on October 6, 2019  
 
Let’s all take a deep breath. When I said that we started Acts in October of 2019, 
what went through your head?  Man, oh man has life changed!  
 
Since then –  
 
COVID 19  

MANY have been directly affected by COVID 19 
- Maybe you have had it 
- Maybe you have lost someone dear to you because of it.  
- It has all affected us – but not all the same…  

 
Regarding COVID 19, British writer Damian Barr commented: “We are not all in 
the same boat. We are all in the same storm. Some are on super-yachts. Some 
have just the one oar” (Illustration by – Barbara Kelley) 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In our own church 
- It has affected things severely for us – of course it has!  
- Online worship – for us, it was for 13 weeks in a row that we did not meet in 

person.  
- When do/don’t/should/shouldn’t we wear masks?! 

 
Lockdowns, mandatory quarantining for many different reasons 
- Changing plans of vacation and connection 
- Interrupting work 



- Some losing jobs 
- Many losing their businesses 

 
Talk after talk about so many things COVID related! 
- Vaccine 
- More lock downs 
- Mandatory/voluntary masking 
- “Have you read/seen…?”  

 
So much division… 
 
Growing divisions in the country re: 

- Racism and the unjust deaths of several black people 
o Exposing our own opinions of POC (people of color) 
o Exposing how POC live and what they expect to see 

- How the police should operate and be funded 
- The church and how it responds to the Government mandates  

o Science vs. Fiction 
o Information vs. misinformation 
o What do I (as the pastor) say or not/How much of my own opinion do 

I give? And everyone’s OPINION on what I SHOULD OR SHOULD 
NOT SAY!  

 
So much division! 
 
Politics and the election of a new president all the controversy over that…  
 
Divisions in our own homes over all of this stuff! 
 
All of this is resulting in…  

- Suicidal ideation has risen like crazy 
- Depression is now all over 

 
Dreams put on hold or have died 
 
So much, I have not barely tapped on the surface!  
 
Where is God in all of this?    
   
 The same place He has always been!  
 
He is still –  



 
Omnipresent – God is everywhere 
 
 
Psalm 139:7-16 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? 
    Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, 
    your right hand will hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 
    and the light become night around me,” 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
    the night will shine like the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 
13 For you created my inmost being; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
    your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you 
    when I was made in the secret place, 
    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
    all the days ordained for me were written in your book 
    before one of them came to be. 
 
Jeremiah 23:23-24 
23 “Am I only a God nearby,” 
declares the Lord, 
    “and not a God far away? 
24 Who can hide in secret places 
    so that I cannot see them?” 
declares the Lord. 
    “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” 
declares the Lord. 
 
We see it in Paul’s teaching 
 



1 Corinthians 3:16 
Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit 
dwells in you? 

 
 
It is seen in the Great Commission Jesus  
 

Matthew 28:19-20 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
 
Omniscient – God is all knowing 
 
Psalm 139:1-3 
1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me!  
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

you discern my thoughts from afar.  
3 You search out my path and my lying down  

and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 
 
 
1 John 3:20 
20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and 
he knows everything. 
 
Acts 1:24 
24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show 
which one of these two you have chosen 
 
 
Omnipotent – God is all Powerful 
 
Isaiah 41:10 
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand. 

 
Jeremiah 32:17 



‘Ah, Lord God! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your 
great power and by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you. 
 
Colossians 1:16 
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him. 
 
Revelation 1:8 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
 
So…  Why have His people been so shaken?  
 
 Have Believers forgotten who they are?  
 Have they lost sight of the object of their faith?  

 
This time has been a real test of our –  
 

- Foundation 
o How often are you going to the Lord for His wisdom? 
o How much time are you spending in the Word as opposed to the 

news or what social media has to say?  
o Where is the source of your strength?  

- Hope 
o What keeps you going?  
o What is your greatest dream?  

- Reason for living 
o Why do you choose to go on?  
o What is your “why?”  
o Who are the ones you are here for?  

 
- Reason for dying 

o What is so important to you, that you would die for?  
o Is your commitment to Christ worth dying for?  

 
Throughout all of this, we at Central Faith have been going through the book of 
Acts. A book that spanned about 30 years.  
 
During the unfolding of these 30 years: 

- There was political upheaval in many of the regions and cities the people of 
God went to.  



- There was serious and very dangerous opposition almost the whole time. 
- Many Believers lost their lives 

o Stephen 
o James 
o Many others 

 
What do we read about the church’s stance on: 

- Roman rule?  
- The use of medicine or not? 
- The political stance of the church? 
- How the “senior pastor” was supposed to respond to it all? 

 
Any guesses?  

 
I do not remember reading anything about these in Acts  
 
We do see –  

- God using the 120 (men and women) who received “power” with the Holy 
Spirit falling on them – on the day of Pentacost changing the world! 

- Peter preaching a powerful message that just days before he was trying to 
run away from.  

- Those in the early church moving in unity, love and sacrifice as they laid it 
all down at the Apostles feet. 

 
We also see –  

- The church wrestling with what to do with the Gospel reaching the Gentiles 
- The church under persecution for the message they proclaimed  
- Paul boldly did what God called and gifted Paul to do with those who 

partnered with him 
- Surrendered servants to the Lord bring the message of the hope of Jesus 

to the “uttermost parts of the earth.”  
 

And so much more!  
 
 
We read in John 15…  
 
John 15:5-17 says, 
5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he 
it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 
does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in 



me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so 
prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Abide in my love.10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his 
love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for 
his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No 
longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 
my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give 
it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

This is what we need to remember today!  
 
This is our focus… Abide in Jesus!  
 
Abide – Menō – Aorist Active Imperative in the Greek – To remain, to be knit 
to…  
 

This is a decision made (with active ongoing effect) – and DO THIS… 
continually! (Imperative, Active) 

 
How well did they “abide” in Acts?  
 
 They seemed to do this well, in the rhythm of their mission.  
 

Relying on Holy Spirit to give them what they need when they needed it all 
along the journey.  

  
We, as His people are still in need of total and complete reliance on Holy Spirit 
for our every success.  
 
8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be 
my disciples.  

16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide (remain, last) 

 



Only the Lord can do this... “Much” fruit that “remains.”  
  We can do one, but not both.  

Anything we make without Him will fail, eventually  
 
Look at the churches in Revelation 2 & 3 and see how they did some 30 or so 
years later after the book of Acts was completed…  
 

- How many of the seven were still dependent on/abiding in Jesus still?  
 

Two:  
 Smyrna  
 Philadelphia 

 
The rest got some things right (minus Laodicea) – but there was a lot 
that was going wrong –  

• Lost their love for Jesus 
• Tolerating cult of idolatry and sexual immorality 
• Spiritually dead and indifferent 

 
This is what it looks like to “do church” without Jesus.  

 
We see in our culture today, that is not possible. 

 
 We must keep our eyes on Jesus 
  We must Seek Him and His heart 
   We must abide…  
 
  Then we will bear much fruit that will last! 
 
Changed hearts will change the world. 
 
 Let’s do THAT! 
 

Let’s be used by the Holy Spirit to see hearts changed to Jesus!  
 

What is your roll/our role in all of this?  
 
While we may not all be in the “same boat” with re: to COVID, we are definitely 
on the same boat in His Kingdom!  
 
 People need hope… let’s bring it to them!  
 


