
Trials and the Christian life. 
 

 Acts 25:13-27 
 
It has been 2 full years since you and I last spoke.  Not for me and you, but 
rather for the apostle Paul. :-) The last time I taught we were back in 
chapter 21 and today we find ourselves way over in chapter 25 but it’s 
really all part of the same drawn out story of Paul's arrest and trial. When 
he was falsely accused of bringing Gentiles into the temple. 
 
A new Governor is coming on the scene and we have a lot of scripture to 
tackle today so here’s how we’re gonna break things down and unpack 
today's lesson. I want us to take a look at 3 different things together this 
morning and let’s see what kind of life lessons we can all glean from God’s 
Word together. I wanna take some time to look at 
• The players. (vs.13-15) 
• The problem. (vs.16-22) and 
• Letting God use you in the trials of life. (vs. 23-27) 
 
ACTS 25:13-27 
1. The players.(vs.13-15) 
 
Okay, let’s start with The players. in our courtroom drama story today -  
Read vs.13-15 
13Now when some days had passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice arrived 
at Caesarea and greeted Festus. 14And as they stayed there many days, 
Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, saying, “There is a man left 
prisoner by Felix, 15and when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the 



elders of the Jews laid out their case against him, asking for a sentence of 
condemnation against him. 
 
So let’s take a closer look at those involved and what we can learn from 
this passage. Here we have: 
 
• Antonius Felix - (vs.14) 
Felix was formerly a slave who was promoted by Claudius Caesar to the 
office of Governor. Felix’s brother was a close friend of Claudius and that is 
how Felix rose to power as a governor. 
 
Tacitus the Roman historian described Felix as cruel, licentious and base. 
It was his treatment of the Jews and his overbearing personality that 
caused the Jewish leaders to write Rome again and again requesting that 
Felix be removed, and that actually led to Festus replacing him. 
 
Paul has been incarcerated for at least 2 years by now in the story. The 
Governor at the time of his confinement (Felix), was hoping to get a bribe. 
Acts 24 tells us so. It states that: 
 
He also hoped that Paul would bribe him, so he sent for him quite often and 
talked with him. (Acts 24:26 NLT). 
 
It’s interesting when we drop back into chapter 24 we see that he wanted a 
bribe, but Paul's words had an effect on him nonetheless. 
 
24After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and 
he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus. 25And as 
he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming 
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judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present. When I 
get an opportunity I will summon you.” 26At the same time he hoped that 
money would be given him by Paul. So he sent for him often and 
conversed with him. (Acts 24:24-26) 
 
Felix is representative of those in the world who may be intrigued by the 
Gospel, even drawn to its message, but the thought of self-control and 
coming judgement, of having to surrender power and position is too much.  
Like Felix many today know deep down that what they are hearing is the 
truth but pride and fear keep them from receiving salvation. It seems he 
wanted the wealth from a bribe above the Word that could have saved his 
soul. 
 
 It reminds us of Judas Iscariot. Who sold out Jesus for a lump sum payout 
- and here’s the truth.  
You will either use your money to get people to Jesus, or you will use 
Jesus and people to get more money. 
This is why the scriptures state. - One cannot serve both God and money. 
 
And it’s also important to note that mere exposure to the truth does not 
necessarily enlighten the heart. And Felix is a great example of a man ruled 
by his love for money and power and position. He may have felt he had 
climbed the ladder of success only at the end of his life to find it leaning 
against the wrong wall. So that’s Felix. Then there’s: 
• Porcius Festus - (vs.13) 
Festus is the next Governor who takes over after Felix and inherits all his 
court cases and headaches:-). Now unlike Felix, history describes him as a 
fair and reasonable ruler. 

http://biblehub.com/acts/24-26.htm


Festus could see that these charges against Paul were bogus but, wanting 
to start off in good graces with his new station and the people he would be 
overseeing ( primarily the Jews), he would ask Paul if he could move the 
trial to Jerusalem.  
This would benefit Festus in a couple different ways: 
1. He would get on the good side of the Jewish leaders in the 
community. And 
2. If he moved the venue he himself wouldn’t necessarily have to deal 
with it personally. 
Because one of the main issues that Festus has is that there are no real 
prosecutable charges against Paul worthy of sending him to Caesar. 
However, Paul knows that there could be no fair trial in Jerusalem, and 
probably figured out that another ambush was in the wings if he went.  
Besides he knows he’s headed to Rome so why not have them pay for it 
and provide protection along the way. 
 
In many ways Festus was to Paul what Pilate was to Jesus.  
He desired peace with the Jews over truth and justice.  
He allowed political and social pressure to blind him from what was right.  
But another thing that I also want you to see is that God was working in the 
midst of all this to fulfill his prophetic word given to Ananias back in ch.9 at 
Paul's conversion. 
It says the Lord told Ananias concerning Paul; 
But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry 
my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. (Acts 
9:15 ESV) 
 
God is always working behind the scenes and often in mysterious and 
magnificent ways! 



Festus unknowingly is going to send Paul to Caesar with a full guard. He 
will travel all the way there with protection and Rome is going to pick up the 
full tab for the trip. And here’s something I’ve learned over the years. 
There will always be provision for God’s vision. 
 
God has a version and everything outside of that is a perversion.  
And God has a vision of how all things will culminate and how all things end 
with  Him making all things right again.  
And God gives provision for his vision. When we align with God’s will then 
truly the words of John 14 come to life: 
 
If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. (John 14:14 ESV) 
 
Where God guides, God provides.  
Unfortunately Festus will miss who Paul is, and who Paul is pointing to. 
And all this is because he is too concerned with public opinion and political 
pressure. And like Pilate with Jesus he just wants the problem to go away. 
But God is still working to get Paul to where he wants him, and Festus is 
just one of many pawns on the chess board. 
Then we have the: 
• Chief Priests and Elders of the Jews - (vs.15) 
 
For over 2 years they’ve been after Paul. After 3 trials nothing has stuck but 
they are still determined to get at Paul. They want him dead!  
 
This speaks to how horrible hate is in the human heart.  
It can go so deep that one doesn’t think clearly anymore. All sense of 
reason and reality is replaced by the deep seated drive to get revenge at 
any cost. 



These religious leaders, -  remember these are the High Priests and elders 
- The top guys, the top religious leaders who should be ministering to all, 
the very heart of God, and they’re looking much more like the mafia than 
ministers at this moment.  To quote the old mafia movies, they just want 
Paul, “Whacked!” 
 
Be careful that roots of bitterness and anger don’t creep into your life and 
pull you off the path that God has for you. Like I said earlier God has a way 
of doing things and his Word keeps us on the right path and thinking 
clearly. 
 
Disobedience lived long enough leads to a disturbed heart and a distracted 
walk with Christ. And given enough time one can become delusional in 
their thinking which of course affects their behavior. 
 
 I bet many of these Priests and Elders didn’t start off as cruel and 
vindictive men. I think, and I bet that many of them, if not all of them, 
started with a heart that just wanted to love and serve God. But here we 
find them slandering, and lying and even murderous.  The Bible 
encourages us to watch our doctrine and our lives. I love how the NLT puts 
1Tim. 4:16, it says: 
 
Keep a close watch on how you live and on your teaching. Stay true to what 
is right for the sake of your own salvation and the salvation of those who hear 
you. (1 Tim. 4:16 NLT) 
 
Given enough time and distance we will miss the mark completely when 
we’re not walking in the truth. This is why it’s so important to make sure 
that in our daily routines we’re spending time in prayer and repentance and 



applying the truths of God’s word into our lives so that we stay abiding in 
Christ. The religious leaders have lost their way. Then there’s the: 
 
 
• Apostle Paul - (vs.14) 
Saul of Tarsus. Persecutor of the Christian faith turned Apostle after having 
a personal encounter with Christ himself. 
 He stands trial ironically for promoting the very Faith that he tried to 
destroy.  
And we’re going to get into Paul much more in my 3rd point later on today 
but I think it’s sufficient to say here that as Christians who witness for our 
faith and for the Lord Jesus. We need to share the good news with 
everyone, even those initially hostile to the Faith.  
Because we never know when we might find a Paul amongst the Sauls of 
this world. I do not consider myself ever to ever be so worthy as to be 
compared to the Apostle Paul but I can certainly testify to the greatness of 
God’s mercy who saves the most wicked of men.  
 
Now I’ve saved King Agrippa and Bernice for last on purpose, because 
they’re going to move us into my second point today.  
 
• King Agrippa II and Bernice - (vs.13) 
King Agrippa II. Officially known as Marcus Julius Agrippa is the end of the 
Herodian dynasty.  He was only 17 when his father died and so Rome did 
not allow him to rule officially over Judea. Rome instead inserted 
procurators at this time in history to rule. Three famous ones out of the 14 
in all were men like Pilate, Felix and Festus that we’ve talked about today 
already. Agrippa was a king in title only and found himself underneath the 
authority of the procurators, or what we would call Governors. He was a 



sought after adviser to the Governors because of his knowledge of the 
history and happenings of the Jewish people and their customs.  Agrippa 
was well aware of the Jewish culture, religious rulers, Jesus of Nazareth 
and much of the tension between Judaism and  the birth of this new thing 
called, “The Way”, what we now call today Christianity. 
 
Agrippa was allowed to oversee the affairs of the Temple, the money it 
brought in (and of course Rome's cut of that), and he was the one who 
would appoint the high priest. But only the Governors had the right to 
punish and establish law in their given territories. 
 
What is also interesting is that whenever scripture mentions King Agrippa it 
also mentions Bernice who just happens to be his sister. Josephus  and 
other extra Biblical writings confirm that he was actually in an incestuous 
relationship with his own sister. Bernice spends her life collecting husbands 
and having affairs even with Emperor Vespian while simultaneously 
sleeping with his son Titus. You history buffs out there will recognize and 
remember that it is this same Emperor Vespian who orders the destruction 
of Jerusalem (A.D. 70) and it is his son Titus who carries it out, fulfilling the 
prophecy of Jesus about the coming destruction of the temple.  
 
The Herod lineage often finds themselves on the wrong side of things. 
• Herod the Great - Agrippa’s great grandfather, has the children (boys 
2 years old and younger) murdered when the wise men disappear and do 
not tell him where to find Jesus, in the story we read every Christmas. 
 
 
• Herod Antipas - Agrippa's grandfather is responsible for the 
beheading of John the Baptist. 



• Herod Agrippa the I - Agrippa’s father is the one who is found 
persecuting the church in its early days and actually had the Apostle Peter 
arrested and the Apostle James put to the sword and killed.  
• And here we have Herod Agrippa II.   
Here’s what I would have you take away from this, this morning. God has 
been sending his prophecies and people to proclaim his Good News from 
the beginning.  
God sent: 
• Wise men to Herod the great. 
•  sent John the Baptist to Herod Antipas. 
• James and the early church speak the truth so loudly that Agrippa I 
has to persecute and kill them to shut them up. And 
• King Agrippa II - Will hear from the Apostle Paul himself about the 
resurrection of Jesus and the message of salvation. 
 
And so here’s another take away for you here. 

Dynasties will come and go and be forgotten.  
But your destiny in Christ matters and remains forever. 

 
 As God continues to work for us, and in us, and through us unfolding his 
plan of salvation, I would ask you this question. As God’s servant. 

Who is God sending you to reach out to?  
 
 We are not responsible for how they take it, that’s between them and the 
LORD. God sent many witnesses throughout the Herod dynasty, and he 
did so using his Word (Prophecy), and his people. And he is still doing that 
today.  
 

Our job is to speak the truth and serve in love.  



God’s job is to save souls! 
 
If you are a child of God it is your destiny to tell people about the Good 
News and the coming kingdom! Amen. So a practical take away this 
morning is to pray about who God is sending you out to speak to, or 
possibly serve in a loving way. So we have the players, the people in the 
text that we can learn and glean from. 
 
Then we have: 
2. The problem. (vs.16-22) 
There are actually a couple problems that came to mind as I prayed and 
meditated on this passage. 
•  The first and most obvious one is clearly spelled out for us in vs.16-
18 Festus thought there would be charges of a political nature. Withholding 
of taxes, crimes against Roman authorities, or even insurrection. But 
Festus is perplexed because 

Paul is not about insurrection but rather resurrection!  
And Festus has no wisdom, knowledge or even desire for spiritual things. 
So that’s one problem. And here’s another;  
 
• His decision to give Paul a fair trial according to Roman Law -  was 
another problem.  
He’s now causing new tensions between himself and the Jewish leaders. 
Every Roman citizen had the right to appeal to Caesar, he was the highest 
court in the land - Like our Supreme Court.  Also Roman law required the 
agreement of the accused in order to change locations, which of course 
Paul used to his advantage.  
But when it comes to this whole idea of problems something really popped 
out to me when preparing this message and that is, we need to remember 



that this entire section is a conversation between two unbelievers 
discussing the life of a believer - The Apostle Paul. 
  

And this is really the big picture when it comes to the problems of life and 
that is: In this world we will have many problems 

 but our biggest problem is with God.  
And when we get that problem solved, God comes into our lives and helps 
us to navigate all the other problems we face in this world. For the good of 
his people and for the glory of his name! 
 
And Festus in vs.19 tells us what the problem is when telling Agrippa the 
accusations of the religious leaders. It says: 
 
Rather they had certain points of dispute with him about their own religion 
and about a certain Jesus, who was dead, but whom Paul asserted to be 
alive. (Acts 25:19) 
 
Paul's crime - Witnessing to the fact that Jesus died and rose again! And I 
began to wonder to myself. What if two unbelievers were discussing my 
life?  
 
Would their conversation be that the main thrust of my life was all about the 
resurrection of Jesus? 
 
My friends, there are so many problems that can muddy the waters of our 
witness about the resurrection and pull us away from a powerful testimony.  
 
When people look at my life do they see my: 
• Political affiliation instead of my allegiance to Jesus. 



• Social justice concerns, rather than the cross of Christ. 
• My financial aspirations instead of my faith that the Lord will provide. 
 
When people discuss your life, what conclusions do they come to? Does it 
point to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, or does it point to you? I’ve said 
this before but it bears repeating. The difference between a biography and 
a testimony is all about who it points to! Let’s make sure our lives point to 
Jesus! 
 
Another problem we find in our society today is the same one Festus has 
here in verse 20. It says: 
 
Being at a loss how to investigate these questions … (vs.20) 
 
Here’s the truth, the world has questions.  
And we have never lived at a time in this nation's history where the Bible 
and God have been so misunderstood and misrepresented.  
The 2 things that everyone on planet earth have in common is this: 
Everyone experiences pain and problems throughout their lives. 
 
Without God pain and problems often end up manifesting into despair and 
destructive behaviors.  But with God and the guidance of his Word, we find 
that Pain and Problems often produce Spiritual growth and opportunities to 
share the Gospel. 
 
My friends, we have a great opportunity today.  As Christians when we 
study the Bible and spend time with God.  
When we reflect on what the Holy Spirit teaches us about life and how to 
navigate through our problems along the way.  



We will find that we have answers for those who are looking for how life is 
really supposed to work.  
 
We can actually provide answers for those who are asking or pondering 
about life's most profound questions. 
• Where did I come from? 
• Why am I here? 
• Is there life after death?  
 
As Christians we have the answers to all these things and so much more. 
But it takes study and time and practice and patience. The Bible tells us  in 
1 Peter 3: 
 
… but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is 
in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect … (1 Peter 3:15 ) 
Life has a lot of problems, But God’s Word has a lot of promises to help 
see us through. Amen! 
 
Okay, I want to end our time today looking at how we are to embrace and 
allow God to use the trials of this life to mold us into the image of his Son 
and bring glory to his name. And what we’re going to look at is: 
 
 
3. Letting God use you in the trials of life. (vs.23-27) 
 
God allows trials to come into our lives so that many things can happen. 
 Too many to list here, but to list a few. He allows trials to come upon us to: 
• Draw us close to Him. Or back to Him when we wander. 



• To conform us into the image of Christ.  
• To display His Glory to the world. 
• To teach us His ways. 
There are so many things and reasons why God might allow trials to enter 
into our lives. But real quick I want to look at 3 things we can learn from 
Paul here in these last couple of verses.  
Three things we can learn from Paul when it comes to trials. and the first 
thing is we need to: 
 
1. Stay humble and have an eternal perspective. (vs.23) 
 
It’s ironic that when we look back 2,000 years later we realize that it is not 
actually Paul who is on trial here but rather everyone else assembled there. 
 
 Though you and I are not to be the judges of anyone else's salvation.  
There’s no evidence or historical writings to suggest that any of them 
turned to Christ for the forgiveness of their sins and the free gift of salvation 
found only in Christ.  
Which Paul will testify to in the next chapter. 
Here’s the truth. People handle stress and trials differently. 
 
• Agrippa and Bernice - it seems to me they chased after comfort and 
pleasure to the point of embracing a lifestyle obsessed with sexual 
perversion and political power playing. 
 
 
• The religious leaders became bitter and angry and were determined 
to get revenge. Actually believing that they were doing the will of God. 
Jesus himself warned the Apostles in Jn.16:2 saying: 



They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when 
whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. (Jn. 16:2 ESV) 
 
• Festus - is panicking and for good reason because it says in vs.27: 
 
“For it seems to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not to indicate the 
charges against him.” 
 Not only is it unreasonable but also ill advised!  
Caesar Nero is in charge now and he’s a madman.  This is the same 
Caesar who lit his garden parties with Christians and rode around naked in 
his chariot shouting how “We are the light of the world!”  
 
This is the same Caesar that let Rome burn while supposedly playing the 
lyre and singing songs, and then blamed the Christians for it. 
 
So Festus is in a panic, but Paul has perfect peace! 
 
Paul stayed humble when dragged out in front of all the pomp and 
pageantry and was unimpressed because he had an eternal perspective.  
 
He knew that without Christ every soul in that room was eternally lost and 
he knew he would get the opportunity to share the Gospel, and that was all 
that mattered. 
 
The next thing we can learn from Paul is to: 
 
 
2. Trust God’s timing and sovereignty. (vs.24) 
God used an angry mob back in chapter 21 to set things in motion.  



And 2 years later Paul stands before world leaders and powerful men of the 
Roman empire. And not too long from now he will witness before Nero 
himself. Festus tells Agrippa and everyone else in the room - 
“King Agrippa and all who are present with us, you see this man about 
whom the whole Jewish people petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, 
shouting that he ought not to live any longer. (vs.24) 
 
When it comes to Paul here. 
 It reminds me of what Joseph declared in the Old Testament after reuniting 
with his brothers who sold him into slavery years earlier.  
You remember what he said in Gen. 50:20? He said: 
 
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what 
is now being done, the saving of many lives. - Joseph (Gen.50:20) 
 
 Here’s the deal: we are often unaware of how God is using the 
circumstances of our lives for his glory in the moment. But when we look 
back, it’s often in amazement! And here’s something to always remember.  
 

When the enemy throws opposition your way don’t panic.  
Look for opportunities to witness! 

 
When we learn to trust in God’s timing and rely on His sovereign rule then 
we can begin to understand that God’s got this. 
 And that it’s his joy to bring us into divine appointments, or as Eph. 2:10 
says: 
 
 We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 



So Paul shows us that we can trust in God’s timing and Sovereign rule! 
 He also shows us that we need to: 
 
3. Be open to others examining our lives. (vs.25-26) 
Festus claims in vs.25 when he heard the testimonies of the religious 
leaders and looked at Paul's life, he says. 
 
“I found that he had done nothing deserving of death.” 
 
And then in (vs.26) he says to king Agrippa 
“After we have examined him, I may have something to write.” 
 
Jesus instructs us in the New Testament that: 
 

We are to be Salt and Light to the world. 
  

Trials will certainly come to all who claim to be followers of Christ. And as 
people examine our lives let’s make sure that we are being salt and light. 
 
Salt has 2 very strong characteristics.  
1. Salt enhances flavor. 
2. Salt makes one thirsty 
Let’s make sure we leave a good taste in the mouths of those we come into 
contact with so to speak. As people of grace and peace just like salt makes 
food taste better, the idea is that when we enter into relationships with 
others their life is better because of our influence and presence in their 
lives. 
And let’s ask the Holy Spirit to give us words and acts of service that would 
cause others to thirst for the living water - Jesus! 



Light - likewise enables one to see. As Christ sends us into the darkness 
may his light and life shine through us so that others can see him. 
Salt and light change whatever environment they enter into. 
But we must do it gently and with humility. Jack Hayford once quipped; 

Salt force fed is embittering, and light forced into the eyes is blinding. – 
Jack Hayford 

 
There are two callings on every Christian’s life, and they are in appropriate 
order here. The first is the: 
1. Call to salvation. 
2. Call to service. 
So as we abide in Christ He sends us into the world and into the darkness 
we go and serve being salt and light. 
 When trials come and they will, we need to allow others to examine our 
lives and see the good that God has done and is doing as we offer that 
same hope for their lives. 
Or as Matthew 5 says: 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 
5:16) 
Paul shows us that in trials it is possible for others to examine our lives and 
as we point to Christ, being salt! being light! 
They may by His grace actually experience the presence and power of God 
unto salvation. 
 


