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Quick review –  
 
We are in ACTS 25 today!  
 
Paul has been put on trial…  
 
Last week we saw the concentrated efforts of Ananias, the high priest in 
bringing the “big guns” - lawyer Tertullus, but that did not go so well.  
 

As we discussed, their argumentation is all based on a false narrative.  
- There were no eyewitnesses to their accusations as the Law 

required  
- Truth was not important to them.  
- Stopping Paul and the growing Jesus movement is what was 

most important to them 
  

Paul refuted their claims fully and exposed their weak approach 
 

Even after all that, Felix – the Roman governor of the region, did not 
release Paul… hoping he would be paid off by Paul  

 
  Felix left him there to appease the Jews.  
 
So far there have been two trials –  

1) With the Council  
2) Before Felix (with Ananias, Tertullus, and co.)  

 
3) Today is trial number three 

 
This time, with a new (and maybe persuadable) Governor – Festus.  
 



 Let’s look at this third trial –  
 
Acts 25:1-12 
Now three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up to 
Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 And the chief priests and the principal men of the 
Jews laid out their case against Paul, and they urged him, 3 asking as a favor 
against Paul that he summon him to Jerusalem—because they were planning 
an ambush to kill him on the way.   
 
There continues to be much political positioning in play here…  
 

Festus went to Jerusalem to get to know the governing authorities (the 
Sanhedrin) 

- During this time, the Jewish leaders wasted no time to bring 
this accusation against Paul back to the forefront  

- They wanted to finally take care of what they have been 
wanting to do for OVER TWO YEARS… not to bring Paul to 
justice, but to kill him.  

- It seems they were trying to take advantage of the “newbee” 
 
Thankfully the Lord had other plans -  
 
 4 Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea and that he himself 
intended to go there shortly. 5 “So,” said he, “let the men of authority among 
you go down with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let them 
bring charges against him.”  
 
Festus (not likely picking up on their devious plan) said, “Paul is there, I’m 
going there… why don’t you go there too”  
 

– Makes sense… 
 
 Much to the Jewish leader’s irritation I am guessing…  

 



6 After he stayed among them not more than eight or ten days, he went down 
to Caesarea. And the next day he took his seat on the tribunal and ordered 
Paul to be brought. 7 When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down 
from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against 
him that they could not prove. 8 Paul argued in his defense, 
“Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against 
Caesar have I committed any offense.”  
 

- They present their case (again) and even after 2 years, their 
case was NOT any better.  

 
- They brought… “...many and serious charges against him that 

they could not prove.”   
 

“...many and serious charges against him that they could not prove.”   
 

…Who does this sound like?  
 

Who is the one we know that is in opposition to God, bringing… 
 

“...many and serious charges against him that they could not 
prove.” ?? 

 
This sounds a lot like how the Devil works…  
 
In Revelation 12:10 – The devil is called… “the accuser of our brothers…”  
 

All the devil does is bring accusations; words against God’s people to 
bring them to believe lies...  
 

- Eve in the garden of Eden 
- Job  
- Against Jesus Himself in how he tried to tempt Him in the 

wilderness.  



 
- Against you too I am guessing…  

           
THIS is where it is so important to know God’s Word…  
 
Why?  
 

The most effective lie is the one that sounds the most like truth. 
 
  It is SO important to know God’s truth!  
 
“...many and serious charges against him that they could not prove.”  
 
This sounds a lot like the conversation the pharisees had with Jesus many 
years earlier, but Jesus corrected them… 
 
John 8:42-44 
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came 
from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why 
do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my 
word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's 
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own 
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  
 
 The devil –  “…a liar and the father of lies.”  
 
 This is how the devil works…  
 

Taking even the Word of God to bring you to a place of shame or 
condemnation or damnation… 
 



I am not talking about feeling convicted over something you 
did and you need to ask for His forgiveness and make things 
right…  
 

…I am talking about something you have asked for 
God’s forgiveness for and STILL feel condemned.  

 
    The Lord forgives and sets free  
 
Just before these verses in John 8 we just read, we read…  
 
John 8:31-36 
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.”  
  

36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  
 
 
These Jewish leaders were NOT bringing facts.  
  
 They brought…  
 
“...many and serious charges against him that they could not prove.”  
 
Of course, Paul argues –  
 

“Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, 
nor against Caesar have I committed any offense.”  

 
9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Do you wish to go 
up to Jerusalem and there be tried on these charges before me?” 10 But Paul 
said, “I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the 
Jews I have done no wrong, as you yourself know very well. 11 If then I am a 



wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not 
seek to escape death. But if there is nothing to their charges against me, no 
one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then Festus, when he had 
conferred with his council, answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to 
Caesar you shall go.” 
 
Paul knew –  

- With this new Governor he was not going to get anywhere 
- He would likely die on the way to Jerusalem 
- He would have better chances of getting a better trial away from this 

area 
- Jesus told him he was going to testify in Rome 

 
As a Roman citizen, he had a trump card he could play…  

 
 And he threw it on the table…  

 
  “I appeal to Caesar”  
 
 Jesus promised he would testify of Him in Rome 
 
  To Rome Paul will go.  

 
You can see the movie play out, couldn’t you? 
 
 The Jewish leaders thoroughly frustrated  

- How could they appeal this? 
- What more could they do? 

 
Festus I am sure was very relieved that he dodged that bullet 

- He was not going to “lose face” with the Jewish leaders 
- He was now released from having to make a judgment.  
-  



We see some very important things in play here we can learn from this 
morning –  
 
Recognize the unfounded “many and serious” accusations against you.  
 
 Stand firmly on truth  
 
 ASK the Lord about anything He would like to do in you.  
 
 Ask the Lord to use you! 


