
Genesis --  
June 19, 2022 (Father’s Day)  
 
There are many things we have learned so far in Genesis. I will not review too much today, but I will 
say we have learned valuable lessons already in the life of Abram and his interactions.  
 

- Abram willingly left his family of origin and everything to journey ahead with the Lord on a path 
that the Lord was defining for he and his immediate family as they went along.  

- Abram was a courageous man. 
- Abram made mistakes, but God shielded him and protected him. 
- Abram was righteous, because he “believed God” that God could do anything.  

 
We also know Abram was a married man with a promise of so many offspring that they would not be 
able to be counted!  
 

- YET - it had been over 10 years and Abram was about 85 years old at this point...  
- I am sure Sarai and Abram were getting restless  

We are reminded today… 
 
Be careful what you ask for, especially if it was not led by God.  
 
God does not need our help in fulfilling His promises… 
 
 Where are you going with all this? 
  
Let’s read 16 in two parts,  
 
Genesis 16:1-6 
Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose name 
was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. 
Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of 
Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the 
Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she 
conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. 5 And 
Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and 
when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the Lord judge between 
you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you 
please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her. 
 
Genesis 16 begins with a problem…  
 
Gen. 16:1  
“Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children...”  
 



We see an obvious problem, and a less-obvious problem 
 
The obvious problem -  

-  Sarai was barren; she had no children.   
o She rightly understood God to be the author of life and understood the Lord could fix 

that situation.  
o It seems to Sarai, God chose not to bless her with a son 
o This was the utmost heartbreak and even disgrace for women in that time.  
o Sarai blames God –  

 
“It has been said, ‘God’s delays are not God’s denials,’ but Satan whispers to us, ‘God is holding out on 
you! If He loved you, things would be different! Blame Him!’” Weirsbe 
 
So Sarai continues…  
 
“Go into my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” 
 
THIS is the less-obvious problem -  

- Instead of seeking the Lord, she makes plans without the Lord…  
o She makes a statement, "...the Lord has prevented me..." – v. 2  

- Sarai does not seek the Lord, nor does she ask Abram to do so  
- Was this more of a judgment of the character of God, and she felt she needed to take 

matter into her own hands?  
 
Sarai had a solution.  

- Essentially, this was the ancient version of a surrogate mother.  
- According to custom, the child would not be considered Hagar’s, it would be considered the 

child of Abram and Sarai.  
“…Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.”   
 
Hagar became pregnant by Abram after Sarai gave her to him as a second wife. 
 
So where is the “problem” here?  

- They did not do a "wrong thing,” they just didn't do the “God-thing” 
- They followed culture norms, but not God's plan  
- They tried to fulfill God's promise - but only God can do that. 
- They threw the "hail Mary" at the end of the 1st quarter of the game, it was the wrong play 

at the wrong time.  
- This was not the time to panic nor take matters into their own hands... it would have been 

the time to seek the Lord. 
 
I believe many of us would have done the same thing. 
 
 



- Especially true of us in the US, we want the promises of God –  
o We want them now,  
o We want them the way we think it should be done,  
o We want it to be better than most, or at least as good as the best example we know of… 

if we are going to be honest.   
 
Well their plan “worked” Hagar did conceive… however, when she did…  
 
Gen. 16:4-6 
“…she looked with contempt on her mistress. And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be 
on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on 
me with contempt. May the Lord judge between you and me!” But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your 
servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from 
her.  
 
This became all-kinds-of problems, on a lot of levels!  
 

- Hagar got full of herself 
o She was now considered more “blessed” than he mistress 
o She now had a new status in the family 

- Sarai got mad and jealous and “dealt harshly with her”  
o This was a strong word 
o Same word used for the treatment of Egypt to the Jewish slaves  

- Abram got out of the way as fast as he could!  
o He did not step in and call the family to seek the Lord 
o Abram did not lead at all here  

 
NONE of this was working out well… why?  
 
It was not God’s plan!  
 
AND – It was not done in faith  
 
“Whatever is not of faith is sin…” Romans 14:23 
 
Earlier we read in Genesis 15:6, “Abram believed…” – here Abram was not walking in that same belief it 
seems.  
 
On one hand…  
It is true this did fulfil the promise of God… Abram WAS the father, and the mother WASN’T named…  
 
HOWEVER… they did not ask God. They did not walk this out in faith.  
 



They were walking this out in their own wisdom, not the wisdom of God – and there would be long-
lasting effects…  
 
 
James 3:14-18 gives us great insight in this,  
14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the 
truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For 
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the 
wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make 
peace. 
 
This was clearly no easy place for Sarai and Abram…  
 
Why was God waiting so long to bring them a child?   
Could it be that God was waiting to fulfil His promise when there was NO WAY anyone but God could 
get the credit?  

- Sarai’s days were done, but not Abram 
- God waited till he was “done” too 

 
Just a thought…  
 
Back to Genesis 16, we see a very special and unique moment –  
Lets’ read the rest of the chapter…  
 
Gen. 16:7-14 
7 The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way 
to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?” 
She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel of the Lord said to her, “Return to your 
mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel of the Lord also said to her, “I will surely multiply your 
offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the Lord said to her, 
“Behold, you are pregnant 
    and shall bear a son. 
You shall call his name Ishmael,  
    because the Lord has listened to your affliction. 
12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man, 
    his hand against everyone 
    and everyone's hand against him, 
and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 
13 So she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly 
here I have seen him who looks after me.” 14 Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies 
between Kadesh and Bered. 
  



Why was this so special and unique?  
 

- This is the only interaction/conversation we see like this between God (here called “the 
angel of the Lord” – but this was very likely a “Christophany”) and a woman – in fact one of 
the rarest conversations in all the Bible at all.  

- This is the first time in the Bible we see a name has been given in advance (like John the 
Baptist and Jesus) 
o Ishmael – “God hears”  

 
This is the only place where there is a name like this given to God, “El Roi” – the God who sees, or “God 
sees me”    
 
We see something very powerful here –  
 
While God does not excuse Sarai’s actions, He does instruct Hagar to go back and submit to her.  
 
God helps her to see that though “culturally” she had no right to this boy, he tells her, “I will surely 
multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude.”  -  
 
Here, in this interaction between the Divine and Hagar, we see: 

- God's grace in the storm 
- God's faithfulness in spite of man's haste and lack 
- God's honesty and comfort 
- God Himself is acting as her Heavenly Father  

 
We also see the consequences of taking matters into our own hands can last for generations… This is 
where the “Arab-Israeli” conflict began.  
 
Genesis 16:15-16 
15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, 
Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 
 
Hagar did as the Lord told her.  

- She must have communicated all the Lord said to Abram and Sarai - Change of heart? 
Maybe now she did not show contempt to Sarai?  

- Abram did as the Lord told Hagar and named him Ishmael  
 
Though this was not a plan of God, God used it… AND we live with the difficult consequences today.  
 
Do Fathers matter?  
 
Even in today’s culture that is trying to minimalize family, trying to destroy God’s design, there is still a 
CLEAR NEED for fathers to step up to the plate and be the fathers they are called to be.  
 



THE LORD WILL LEAD YOU!  
 
Fathers – 
 
Do not be passive, be active in the spiritual development of the family.  
 
We see here in Genesis 16…  
 
Abram did not seek the Lord, nor did he direct his wife to do so.  
 
The Bible says you have the spiritual leadership role of the home. 

- LOVE your wife! 
- LEAD your family to the Father and trust Him for the wisdom it takes.  

 
Do not just seek to change your circumstances, see the Lord!  
 
“If we seek to change our circumstances, we will jump from the frying pan into the fire. We must be 
triumphant exactly where we are. It is not a change of climate we need, but a change of heart. The 
flesh wants to run away, but God wants to demonstrate His power exactly where we have known our 
greatest chagrin.” Barnhouse 
 
God is still, “El Roi” – He still is the God who sees. 


