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Genesis 2 and 3 is the often-retold story, in many ways over the thousands of years - a narrative 
of amazing   
o Simplicity  
o Beauty  
o Wonderment...  
o ...and Tragedy  
  
Have you ever noticed how many storylines of novels and movies follow this same script? We 
see this in many cultures, all over the world. Could it be another “internal testimony” of God at 
work? A pondering for another day!   
Genesis 3... is there an EASY WAY to introduce Genesis 3?  
• A chapter that is referred to by pastors about as often as John 3:16   
• A chapter of great tragedy - The great tragedy  
• A chapter of the most profound implication of any until Jesus came   
  
Genesis 3...   
- The fall of man  
- The breaking of the most beautiful covenant ever created?  
- So much more...   
  
Genesis 3 is not a myth nor is it an allegory. If it were, then the life, death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus would have been for nothing.   
It is a challenge to teach a passage like this with so much history and interpretation.   
o There are many different opinions of what it means, but that is not the biggest 
challenge. For me, the biggest challenge of teaching through Genesis 3 is that it can be just “old 
news.”   
  
 “Yep, read about that...”  
 “Been reading about this since I was a kid...”  
  
I remember staring that the pictures of Genesis 2 and 3 in an illustrated Bible we had when I 
was a kid...   
Even back then -   
- I wondered WHY would they do that?   
- What were they thinking??   
- I had little to no understanding of any of  it.    



It can also be a challenge to teach in a church context because it is a story we have heard so 
often we can forget or somehow lessen the implication of what really took place.  
  
Today, I'm going to do my best to “stay out of the weeds” and keep as close to the script as 
possible, and unpack the implications.  
  
READ -   
Genesis 3:1-13  
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’”  
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you 
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized 
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.  
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 
LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”  
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?”  
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and 
I ate it.”  
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  
  
Genesis 3:1  
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  
A talking snake? Yes.   
o It is interesting that this did not seem to be an issue for the man or the woman here.   
o Could it be this was normal for them to talk with the animals?   
 Was it like Narnia or something where the animals talked?   
 No mention, just strange they were not said to have been “alarmed” or anything like 
that.   
  



Was this talking serpent, Satan? Yes.   
As one reference website put summarizes this well,   
“Satan was either appearing as a serpent, possessing the serpent, or deceiving Adam and Eve 
into believing that it was the serpent who was talking to them.” 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/Satan-serpent.html)   
  
Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 both describe Satan as “that ancient serpent.”  In both cases God was 
large and in charge btw!   
“ancient” likely referring to here... Genesis 3   
  
The serpent questions the word of God... “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in 
the garden’?”  
(For clarity sake... “you” in verses 1-5 refer in the plural form   - meaning both man and 
woman.)   
  
Question... Did God say that?  What DID He say?   
  
Genesis 2:16-17  
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die.”  
  
Eve responded interestingly to the serpent... she says correctly in verse 2, “We may eat fruit 
from the trees in the garden, (Eve does know this...) 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit 
from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”  (Is 
THAT what God said? No, not that part)   
The serpent does not correct this, but presses in further, now contradicting (not just questioning) 
God’s Word... (remembering “you” is in the plural here)  
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you 
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
  
We see the serpent appealing to...   
• The flesh  
• The eyes  
• The desire to be equal with God...   
  
Is this where John gets this? 1 John 2:16, “For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh 
and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.”  
  
This temptation is the one that is “common to man...”    

https://www.gotquestions.org/Satan-serpent.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2012.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Revelation%2020.2


Have you ever found this to be true... Just go car shopping!   
I picture Sandi and I out on the high roads in that COOL NEW F150, or BRONC, or on the 
highway in that AMAZING BMW Z4 (a convertible)... or CRUISING THE CITY IN THE NEW TESLA 
MODEL X (YEP, had to look some of those up!)  
  
With car shopping you get all three -   
- Lust of the eyes  
-  Lust of the flesh  
-  Boastful pride of life...  
  
Only in this lie the serpent speaks, he takes it even further...   
5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”  
  
Here, Satan is bringing the question to their hearts the very character and nature of God...   
• Is God good?  
• Does He really have their best interest at heart?   
• Can God be trusted?   
• Why is He keeping all this knowledge ALL TO HIMSELF anyway?  
  
It is amazing how familiar these questions sound, is it not?   
You can imagine... wheels turning... in both in the man and the woman...  remember, they were 
both there...    
The man just let the woman speak...   
  
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom...   
She took the bait... bought the lie... took the leap of faith...  
- but, sadly, not faith in God, faith in the serpent!   
  
“...she took some and ate it.”  
And... She did NOT die...!  
WHAT? THE SERPENT WAS RIGHT?!!  
  
She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.   
THIS is where we see clearly MAN was THERE the whole time. Passive, silent – allowing his bride 
to be the Guinea pig.  She acted on the lie first, but they were BOTH guilty no doubt.  
  
• Sin entered the world, for the first time. There was no turning back.   
• Perfection ruined  



• God’s beautiful design and plan was now no longer an option   
  
While God in His sovereignty knew – this was not His “Plan A.”   
  
I appreciated the way one commentator put it -   
Man's disobedience is not so much an act of great wickedness or a great transgression as much 
as it is an act of great folly. He had all the "good" he would have needed, but he wanted more—
he wanted to be like God. (Expositor’s BC)  
  
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed 
fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.   
  
The word here for naked is a bit different than in 2:25, where they were “naked and were not 
ashamed.”  
Their innocence was lost... they now saw their sexuality as something different than God’s 
original intent...   
  
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 
LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”  
Shame came.   
Shame hides. Shame avoids. Shame keeps you from fellowship with God.   
  
Their fellowship with God like it was... was lost forever.   
  
It is interesting that the text says that God called to the man. God called the one whom He held 
accountable. Man was the one He gave the command to originally.  
God called out, though I’m guessing God knew where they were...  God was calling for a 
response.   
  
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  
We could spend a lot of time here, but I simply want to ask you, “What good did hiding do for 
man?”  
  
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?”  
Who did tell them they were naked? Did the serpent? No.  
Did any of the other animals? No  



The Bible does not say, but it is pretty easy to conclude it was sin. It was shame. It was “their 
eyes being open to the knowledge of good and evil.” And they concluded being naked was 
shameful.   
We don’t have any further commentary by the author Moses on this one. Just what we can 
conjecture based on the rest of scripture and what sin does.   
o Sin separates us from God – Isaiah 59:2   
o Sin blocks understanding of the things of God – 1 Corinthians 2:14  
o Sin is never satisfied – Ephesians 4:18-19  
o Sin makes you a slave – John 8:34  
o Sin brings personal destruction – Galatians 6:8   
o Sin brings death – Romans 6:23  
  
So, we know how this goes right? Man takes responsibility, says he’s sorry and asks for God’s 
forgiveness, right?   
Unfortunately, NO...   
  
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and 
I ate it.”  
Before busses were even invented... Man threw the Woman under the bus!   
And he tosses God Himself under there too.   
  
It has been said, there are four unavoidable needs in this life  
1) The need to eat  
2) The need to drink  
3) The need to sleep  
4) The need to have someone to blame!  
  
I do not want to make light of this in any way, but to bring to light we all are like Adam. We look 
for the way out, so that we don’t have to take the blame. We do anything we can to not face 
shame.   
  
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”  
God calls woman to account as well. She actually answered honestly, but like the man, did not 
take responsibility...   
  
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  
  
Eve was deceived. It is interesting that it is the same word in the Hebrew for debtor, or one 
who exacts usury.  
  



1 John 2:16, “For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 
pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.”  
  
What do we know to do with our sin?   
  
We confess it to God -   
1 John 1:9  
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  
  
We take control of it...   
  
Romans 6:12-14  
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God 
as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments 
for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but 
under grace.  
  
Unlike Adam and Eve, we understand, God actually helps us in the midst of it all!  
  
1 Corinthians 10:13  
13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not 
let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it.  
  
Stay tuned for next week as we conclude Genesis 3...  


