
CHILDREN'S
BAPTISM
GUIDE



We' re so exci ted that  your  chi l d  has expressed a  desi re  to  be water

bapti zed!  Every  chi l d  can have a  personal  re l at i onshi p  wi th  Jesus,  and

i n  Bethel  K i ds we encourage them to make a  deci s i on to  fo l l ow Hi m.

Our  chi l dren are  encouraged to  not  j ust  l earn  about  Jesus,  but  l earn

from Hi m by wal k i ng wi th  Hi m every  day.

We advi se parents to  wai t  unt i l  thei r  chi l d  i s  aski ng to  be water

bapti zed.  Thi s  i s  usual l y  a  good i ndi cat i on that  they are  ready to  be

bapti zed and that  i t  wi l l  be  a  spi r i tual  mi l estone i n  thei r  l i fe .  Whi l e

younger  chi l dren under  the age of  seven can have a  re l at i onshi p  wi th

Jesus,  they wi l l  not  necessar i l y  remember  or  understand the

si gni f i cance of  the event,  so we encourage parents to  wai t  for  bapt i sm

unti l  they are  a  l i tt l e  o l der .

A s  y o u  d i s c e r n  i f  y o u r  c h i l d  i s  r e a d y  t o  b e  w a t e r  b a p t i z e d ,  h e r e  a r e  s o m e

q u e s t i o n s  t o  a s k  y o u r  c h i l d .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n s w e r s  s h o w  t h a t  y o u r  c h i l d

u n d e r s t a n d s .  

When di d you deci de to fol l ow Jesus?

Y o u r  c h i l d  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  s p e c i f i c  m e m o r y  o f  w h e n  h e  o r  s h e  u n d e r s t o o d

w h a t  J e s u s  d i d ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  o r  s h e  n e e d s  J e s u s  i n  t h e i r  l i f e .  I t  m a y  h a v e

b e e n  a t  c h u r c h ,  a t  h o m e ,  o r  e v e n  s o m e t i m e  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  a l o n e .  

What does i t  mean to be water  bapti zed?

I t  m e a n s  I ’ m  f o l l o w i n g  J e s u s .  I t  m e a n s  I ’ m  a  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  I  w a n t  t o  s h o w

t h e  w o r l d .  I t ’ s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  w h a t  J e s u s  h a s  d o n e  o n  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  m e .  

Why do you want to be water  bapti zed? 

B e c a u s e  J e s u s  w a s  b a p t i z e d  a n d  h e  t e l l s  u s  t o  b e  b a p t i z e d  a l s o .  B e c a u s e

I ’ m  a  f r i e n d  o f  J e s u s  a n d  I  w a n t  t o  f o l l o w  H i m .



Y o u r  C h i l d  i s  R e a d y 

I f  you feel  your  chi l d  understands what  i t  means to  be water  bapti zed

and they can art i cul ate th i s ,  we bel i eve they are  ready to  be bapti zed.

We encourage you to  reach out  to  our  church and have them meet wi th

a pastor .

Y o u r  C h i l d  i s  N o t  R e a d y 

I f  you don’ t  feel  your  chi l d  understands what  i t  means to  be water

bapti zed,  i t ’ s  total l y  appropr i ate to  wai t .  Dur i ng th i s  t i me,  l et  your

chi l d  observe water  bapti sm and ta l k  to  them about  what  i t  means.

We’ d l ove for  you to  read through the water  bapti sm devoti onal  wi th

your  chi l d  and spur  them on i n  thei r  personal  f r i endshi p  wi th  Jesus.  

Understanding Water  Baptism

Water baptism doesn't  save us and doesn't  make us go to heaven.
That happens only through faith in Jesus.  Baptism is  an outward

picture of  what Jesus has done for  you on the inside. Jesus died for
your s ins,  was buried, and then was raised from the dead! When you

asked Jesus to be your forever f r iend, there was a death,  a burial
and a resurrection (that means rais ing back to l i fe)  that happened in

your spir i t  as you prayed the prayer.  
 

That’s why you go al l  the way under the water when you are
baptized. You are showing people that your old spir i t  and al l  your

past s ins (the bad things you did) are buried with Jesus.  When you
come up out of  the water,  you are saying that Jesus has given you
new l i fe.  Everyone sees the picture of  the change that has taken

place inside your heart.
 

When you are baptized, i t 's  a s ign to the world that you have
chosen to fol low Jesus!  I t 's  a celebration of  your brand new l i fe and

the beginning of  an amazing journey serving Jesus. 



I F  Y O U  H A V E  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S  R E G A R D I N G  B A P T I S M ,
S A L V A T I O N ,  O R  Y O U ' D  L I K E  T O  C O N N E C T  W I T H  A  P A S T O R ,

E M A I L  U S  A T  W E L C O M E H O M E @ B E T H E L N J . C H U R C H .


