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1 Corinthians 12:  Gifts for the Body 
 
This chapter is going to be about how: 

• God gives spiritual gifts/abilities to believers for serving. 
• Not every person gets the same gift. 
• These gifts are to be used to serve each other and bring glory to God. 
• We are not to emphasize some gifts over others. 

 
Verses 1-3 
 
“Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  This is how you can recognize the 

Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,  
but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 

antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.”  (1 John 4:1-3) 
 
There are many false prophets out in the world.  Make sure the gifts are pointing people to Christ, 
edifying the body, lifting up God’s Word and His glory. 
 
Verses 4-7 
 
4 There are different kinds of gifts,  

but the same Spirit distributes them.  
5 There are different kinds of service,  

but the same Lord.  
6 There are different kinds of working,  

       but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.  
 
(1 Corinthians 12:4-6) 
 
 



Important Principle #1 
There are many different and valuable gifts of the one Holy Spirit. 
 

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good (Together-
Carry).”  (1 Corinthians 12:7) 

 
 

“It was only the other day," says one, "I noticed a lofty hill, crowned with a sturdy and thick 
wood. 'How often,' I reflected, 'have the proud tops of those trees shaken off "the injuring 
tempest!" In many a storm they have battled nobly, and conquered. Had these trees been 

scattered over the surrounding hills, each separate and alone, these noble branches would long 
before this have been broken and peeled by the pelting of many a storm. The rushing wind 

would have long ago twisted and split these exposed trunks, or would have carried them down 
into the valley beneath. At present they shelter and sustain each other, bidding defiance to the 

tempest.' I noted down the thought, as illustrative of the benefits of church-fellowship." 
 
Verses 8-11 
 
Some good questions: 
How has God been using you to minister to other Christians? 
What is God up to in your life and in your community of believers? 
 
Verses 12-26 
 
Foot and Ear Disease:  Because I don’t have this role in the church, I’m not important to the body. 
 
Eye/Head Disease:  I don’t need any help from anyone else in the church. 
 
Verses 27-31 
 
Important Principles (cont) 

• Every single gift is important because all come from a single source – God. 
• Gifts are not given because of merit of an individual but according to God’s purposes.   
• No one should be jealous of another’s gift.  No one should brag about the gift they have 

been given. 
• The gift is not given for the possessor of the gift but for the church at large. 
• Every gift is inferior to the most excellent way – love (1 Corinthians 13) 



 
 
 
Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do 

only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.”   
(John 5:19) 

 
How do I discover my individual gift and see God work in the body of Christ for the glory of God? 
Obey the Lord today.  Obey with others. 
If He puts something on your heart, do it. 
 
How can I know if the Spirit is at work? 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. (Ephesians 5:22-23) 
 
Why is this important? 
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who 
died for them and was raised again. (2 Cor 5:15) 
 
 


