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Greetings in a New Year! 

While 2020 was a hot mess, 2021 holds the opportunity to be a year where we 

come out of our “time in the desert” in a very different way. How do you change your 

priorities when you are just leaving a situation that has been difficult. We could say 

that 2020 was our “Egypt Experience”. As we come out of this seeming oppression, we 

have to take a look at how we rearrange things in our lives so as to not fall into the same 

patterns that brought us to where we were before. 

The story of the Children of Israel leaving Egypt is a complex story, full of successes 

and failures, with some miraculous instances, and some deeply troubling issues as well. 

How can a group of people who are seeking to follow God through difficult and trying 

circumstances find their anchor points to prepare them for the land that God has given 

them? We could and should ask ourselves the same questions. This series will take us 

through the Exodus of Israel and help us understand what changes need to be made 

in our lives so that we can continue to follow God. Hopefully, this series will also keep us 

away from some of the mistakes that they made in the preparation to take back the 

land God had given them. 

Our series guides will look a little bit different. While not as much content, there will 

be a reading guide, questions, and a weekly small group guide for your small groups. I 

hope this is a blessing to you and your family. Happy New Year! 

Grace to you, and Peace. 

Pastor Timothy Gillespie
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WEEK 4
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Exodus Chapter 15
DAY 22

I love this song of Moses 
and Miriam. Singing is 
such an important part 
of being a person of faith. 
I know it might not seem 
like it, but it is super im-
portant that we are able 
to announce the ways in 
which we are grateful to 
God, even in the midst of 
certain struggles. 

1- Have you ever written a 
song before? Sing it now!
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2- Why is music such 
an important part of 
being a person of faith?

3- Have you ever had
such a great experience
that the only thing you
could think to do was
sing? (Toddlers do this
all the time, along with
dancing!)
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Exodus Chapter 16
DAY 23

Manna and Quail feature 
largely in today’s reading. 
It is a show of God’s provi-
sion, as well as obedience 
to God’s promises that 
we see in these texts. 

1- Can you recall a time 
when your provision was 
specifically impacted by 
God? 
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2- Have you ever lived 
through a miracle of 
God’s abundance?

3- How can you know if 
God is going to keep his 
promises to you about 
providing you with what 
you need?
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Exodus Chapter 19
DAY 24

In this text, Moses goes 
up and down Mt. Sinai 
a bunch of times. If you 
have ever climbed up 
there, which I am bless-
ed to have done a few 
times, you know it is no 
small feat. But Moses did 
this in order to be a con-
duit of communication 
between the Children of 
Israel and God. 

1- Have you ever felt like 
you have been a conduit 
between God and others, 
or others and God? 

2- How can you continue 
to help God communi-
cate with those around 
you? (Hint, you have to 
start by listening to him 
yourself!) 
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Exodus Chapter 20
DAY 25

The TEN COMMAND-
MENTS. These are the big 
ones. However, we have 
to look at why they were 
given, what was their 
purpose, and how we 
continue to interact with 
them in order to contin-
ue a mature understand-
ing of these texts.

1- Why do you think they 
were given to Israel?

2- What did Israel do 
with them?

3- What do you do with 
the Ten Command-
ments in your life?
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Exodus Chapter 21-22
DAY 26

These texts continue with 
instructions for how we 
live together in commu-
nity. While some of the 
instructions seem anti-
quated, it is important to 
remember that there are 
principles that we can 
take with us into our own 
modern interactions.. 

1- Have you ever read this 
section before?  

2- What particularly stuck 
with you from your read-
ing today?
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3- How can you integrate 
these instructions into 
your own life?

4- What did Jesus do with 
these instructions?
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Exodus Chapter 12
DAY 27

2 Important things to 
consider; 1)The laws of 
compassion/justice, and 
mercy. 2)The Sabbath 
laws. The reason these 
things are important is 
that they establish and 
express the character of 
God in our lives. Without 
them, we are not living up 
to the highest potential of 
humanity.   

1- When you think of jus-
tice, what do you think 
of? That word has been 
used a great deal lately, 
so it might be a bit con-
fusing, but how do you 
incorporate justice into 
your life? 
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2- What can you do in or-
der to incorporate more 
mercy into your life? 
How would you define 
mercy to someone? 

3- Do you think the 
placement of the Sab-
bath laws next to justice 
and mercy have a signif-
icant meaning? Could it 
be that the Sabbath was 
meant for these two en-
deavors? 
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Small Group Content 
DAY 28

Introduction - The following is a guide to help facilitate 
discussion.  Feel free to add or subtract or change questions 
to fit the conversation, and pray for the Spirit to lead in all 
things. (Pastor Paddy McCoy, Pastor Mike Rhynus.)

OPEN
What is one of your all-time favorite 

songs, religious or not, and why?

HEAD (digging into the passage) 

1- Read together Exodus 15: 1-3 and 20-

21, and share why you think song was 

the method chosen to celebrate God’s 

work in this moment?  

2- It’s interesting that when the 

Israelites left Egypt, they left in such a 

hurry that they could’t put yeast in their 

bread, but when we get to Exodus 15: 

20, we see that the women brought 

their tambourines.  Tambourines were 

used for music and to praise God.  

Why did they make sure to grab their 

tambourines on the way out of town?

3- Read together Exodus 19: 16-20.  Can 

we both love God and want to be near 

Him and yet “tremble” in front of Him at 

the same time?  Explain. 

4- Where in your life have you felt like 

you were in the presence of God? What 

was it about that moment(s) and what 

did you take away from those moments 

that help you know God better?

Read together Exodus 20: 1-21 

(commandments) and share how you 

were taught about the commandments 

growing up or how you think of them 

today.

5- Why was it important for God to give 

the Israelites rules for how to relate to 

Him and to each other so soon after 

leaving Egypt?

6- Which one of the commandments 

do you think would have been the 

hardest for the Israelites to keep?  What 

about us?

HEART (lessons for us today/application)

1- What is one of your favorite ways to 

worship God outside of singing to Him?

2- God performed miracles to rescue 

the Israelites out of Egypt, He continued 

to provide for them in the desert with 

the pillars of cloud and fire, with manna 

and quail, and with water. Yet with all 

His provisions, it’s not long before the 

people complain again. Why were they 

so hard to please? What things does 

God provide us that we may be quick to 

take for granted?
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3- It has been said before that the best 

description of what love looks like in the 

Bible outside of I Corinthians 13, are the 

10 commandments.  What about the 10 

commandments do you think could be 

describing what it looks like to be in a 

love relationship?

4- What are some ways that living 

the Biblical Sabbath every week can 

rearrange our lives and our priorities?  

How does the Biblical Sabbath 

challenge the values of western society 

(think of our definition of success, of 

workaholics, of mercy and justice)?  

How might living Sabbath help us be 

kinder to one another?

5- God spends a lot of time telling the 

Israelites first how to put Him first, then 

how to care for each other through love 

and mercy and justice.  Why is the order 

of those two things important?

 
 

HANDS (in light of this study, what are 

1- we to do, how do we respond)

Since we’re in a series called Rearrange, 

and since the first four commandments 

are about how we put God first, 

think through what may need to be 

rearranged in your life to give God more 

of your heart/time.  What area in your 

heart does God need more access to, 

and what’s one step you could take this 

week to let Him in?

LIVING WORDS for YOUR WEEK 

(carry these words with you this week 

as a reminder)

The Lord is my strength and my song; 

he has given me victory.  This is my God, 

and I will praise him - my father’s God, 

and I will exalt him! (Exodus 15: 2)

“Look!  The virgin will conceive a child!  

She will give birth to a son, and they will 

call him Immanuel, which means God 

with us.” (Matthew 1: 23, NLT)
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