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Week 1

Genesis 1:29-31

Week 1
I love the idea of a feast. Leading into Thanksgiving, we need to acknowledge the important of a feast and
what it means to feast together. Jesus liked feasts a great deal, and so did the faith tradition Jesus came
from. His ancestors had been feasting over the centuries, and the feasts all pointed to the messiah. Even
the feasts that recognized escape from Egypt still looked in the direction of Jesus. In Leviticus there are 7
different feasts that were recognized as part of the life of Israel. Leviticus 23 outlines the 7 feasts, and while I
won’t go into them here, they are worth a read. See if you can find how each one of the feasts points us
towards Jesus.
As I was considering this series, I had to make a case for why we were going to begin the Christmas list that
God has for us before Thanksgiving even began. I realized that in today’s world, it doesn’t seem like we wait
for holidays to be over before we prepare for the next time of celebration. As I rolled into the house we
were staying at in Chattanooga, the neighbors already had all of their Christmas decorations up! So it seems
that we can begin to talk about the next holiday well before the upcoming holiday is over.
The premise of this series is that if Jesus had a list for us, what might it be. Throughout the narrative of
the Christmas story, we see certain things that God wants for us to understand, that he wants to give us,
and that he has actually truly given to us through Jesus Christ. While we will not exegete all of the Christmas
narrative, as we did some of that in our “New Normal” series in the book of Matthew, we will take some time
to see what it is that God wants for us. This first installment, where we center around the idea of a table,
shows us three things that God wants for us.
1. Reconciliation

Reconciliation is something that we all need in our lives. Whether it is with a former friend, colleague,
family member, or even child, we all need to come back together with those we might have lost along
the way. Of course, this is not easy, and this year many of us have experienced some division that we
have never experienced with others in our lives before. Whether it is Covid, and we have been
keeping away, or politics, where we can’t see eye-to-eye, or even just the nature of what we believe to
be true in general, it has been a tough year for many of us. The holiday season is a time to be able to
think about how we can come back together with others.
The parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost Son are very important to understanding
not only reconciliation, but also the other two gifts that God has for us.

2. Revelation

In the book of Revelation, which is a revelation of Jesus Christ, first and foremost, we see a gathering
of people, who are reconciled, who are revealing who God is in song, and who have lived lives that
reveal who God is to the world. This revelation is something that God gives to us through his son
Jesus, as he was pleased to have his fullness rest in Jesus. Every time we see Jesus, god the father is
being more and more revealed to us. We are incredibly blessed to have such an amazing view of God
through his son, and the world sees his son through us and the firstfruits of our good deeds.

Week 1
3. Recognition

This is the third gift that God puts on his list for us. Whether it is the ability to recognize our place in the
world, as expressed by the gifts god gave us in Genesis 1:29-31, or if it is in our ability to see how God
is revealed through us into the world through our actions, compassion, and love, it is a recognition that
there is more to this world than simply our ideas and attitudes. We have something to give the world,
and his name is Jesus!

Reflect
1. Who do you need to be reconciled to through this time?
2. How is God revealed through you into the world?
3. Do you recognize the gifts that God has given you?
4. What is the process of reconciliation that you need to take with others, as reconciliation is a process,
and not an instant fix to our relationships?
5. What is the biggest thing you need to recognize about God today?
6. What is the greatest thing you need to recognize about yourself today?
7. Where are you seeing the revelation of God in the natural world around you?
8. Paul calls nature God’s Second Book.
9. What would you put on a Christmas list for God this year?

Week 2

John 21:1-17
1 Corinthians 11:17-28.

Week 2
These two stories are seemingly unrelated, but there is a connection. There is a meal in both of these
stories. In both of these stories the meal represents something powerful. As you and yours (at least in the
US) have just engaged in a Thanksgiving meal, these texts are deeply appropriate. In the first text, we see
that Paul is not very happy with those in the church in Corinth. The reason for this is that they have not
been following instructions for their engagement in the ritual of the Lords Supper. Of course, this ritual was
not so much what we engage with today, but rather, it was more of a traditional meal, and the invitation was
to be for everyone. And perhaps it is this invitation that was more important than even the meal. It was an
opportunity to show compassion and love for God’s people through the remembrance of God’s work
through Jesus, and it is an open invitation for all to partake.
In this way, God wants us to remember that there is enough for everyone, which leads us to the second
story, John 21:1-17. This story speaks to the provision of Jesus, not for breakfast, but for salvation and
sustenance in our spiritual lives. We see certain disciples questioning their calling, and perhaps even going
back to their old jobs. They were fisherman, and they must have been good enough to make a living. So
Peter calls on his friends to go back to the sea and ply their trade again. However, they are not only not
successful, but they have nothing to show for their time back at their old jobs. As they come back to the
shore, they see a man, but they don’t recognize who he is. He commands them to throw their nets over to
the other side of the boat. This is just silly, fish don’t hide out on one side of a boat and not another!
However, when they drop the net to the other side, it is filled with the best fish they have ever seen.
In this way, Jesus reminds them that he is the one that provides, and all they need to do is obey him and
they will have all they need to continue the gospel work.

Reflect
1. When has God provided for you and your were able to see it?
2. Did you need to obey in order for God to provide for you, or at least for you to recognize his provision?
3. Have you ever thought of leaving the Gospel work that God has called you to?
4. What does communion mean to you?
5. Can you remember the most powerful common you have participated in?
6. Have you ever been guilty of not being God’s provision for others?
7. When is it appropriate to walk away from the Gospel work God has called you to participate?
8. Do you know how God is providing for you today and everyday?

Week 3

Luke 2:10-11
Isaiah 35:4
Psalm 27:1
Mark 6:50

Week 3
Do Not Be Afraid.

God has said this many times throughout scripture, that we are not to be afraid. But what are we not supposed
to be afraid of? We are not supposed to be afraid of any enemies, of God, of anything that life may throw at us,
and we are not to be afraid fo our future, for God has all of this in hand. One of the reactions that people have
when they meet God is fear. Why would that be? Usually it is because they suddenly have a realization that
they are not worthy to be standing in the presence of such power, such grace and such love.
All of that is true, but that is why God is so amazing. This Christmas he wants us to understand that he does not
want fear for us, but rather, courage. We can take courage in the fact that God is for us and not against us. We
can have peace by the fact that God has not sent his son to condemn us, but rather to save us. How can we
live our lives with anger, with frustration, with rancor, when it is God who provides for us, who reveals himself,
who reminds us it is he who loves us. Within the incarnation of Jesus we see a God who is willing to
condescend, or come down and be with us. His willingness to wear the flesh of humanity, inhabit and dwell
within this world, shows us that there is nothing he would not do for us.
With this in mind, we must remember that there is nothing that can stand against us; whether in this world or
not. Do not be afraid is a common refrain that Jesus calls out to his people. In this way, we can take heart that
his love is enough, his grace is sufficient, and his enfleshment is more than we could ever hope for. He knows
us, he loves us and he is willing to give us the courage to continue on in this life.
While this year has been very strange, disconcerting, and continues to be uncertain, we can be certain that
Christ is experiencing this with us and is advocating for us as well. Jesus has not abandoned us in this year,
and in fact, he is giving us words of comfort in order for us to continue.

Reflect
1. What are you afraid of?
2. How do you think Jesus can help alleviate your fears?
3. What is the worst thing that has happened to you?
4. Was Jesus any comfort when that happened?
5. How do you think Jesus can carry you through your fear?
6. Why would God have to say “have no fear” when it comes to us seeing him?
7. Is God really so involved in our lives that we can call on him to help us with our rational and irrational
fears? Has Jesus ever brought your through your fears?

Week 4

Mark 12:31
Romans 13:8-9
Galatians 5:14

Week 4
The fourth item that God might want to put on His Christmas list for you is that you love your neighbor as
yourself. We can easily make the argument that God has done this by sending his son down to earth to save
us. (John 3:16). The whole of the Christmas narrative is one that shows us the incredible care and love for us,
his neighbors in the cosmos. God showed his grace and his mercy to us by simply asking us to accept his son
as our own savior. When Jesus became human, there was a condescension that happened, God “bent low” in
order to become one of us. There really is no greater love than this! So if we are to love our neighbor as
ourselves, then we are to love in the same way that God loved us, through his son, Jesus.
I have had the opportunity to be a part of an organization that has spent the better part of a decade focusing
on the supremacy of Jesus in our lives, our theology, and in our own narratives. It has taught me a few things;
the most important one being that to focus on Jesus brings to light what greater love really is. Loving your
neighbor as yourself does become a bit more simple as we let our eyes fall upon the gracious face of our
Savior. With a laser-like focus on Jesus, much of the other noise in the world fades a little faster, and we are
free to love in a way that is unusual in the world we live in today.
So how do you love your neighbor as yourself in the Christmas season and beyond? Perhaps we should start
small, just be decent. In this time of pretty significant division, just being willing to listen, to care, to walk with
people might be the very best thing we can do. Reserve judgement for a while, walk in their shoes, and fulfill
the law by loving even those you find unlovable. It is a tall order, I know, but it begins with small steps toward a
reasonable conversation, a decent interaction, and the ability to love beyond the divide. I don’t think this is too
much to ask, especially in this Christmas season.

Reflect
1. How do you love your neighbor?
2. Perhaps we should ask how you love your neighbor as yourself?
3. So do you love yourself? And what does that look like?
4. Is there enough love in your heart to love someone you don’t really want to love?
5. Why do you think that God would want this on his Christmas list for us?
6. Is there a way that you can love without needing or wanting anything in return?
7. Do you think that Christians should be on the forefront of loving their neighbors?
8. How can you show someone that following Christ makes a difference in the way that you love?

Week 5

Luke 2:20-26
Revelation 5:1-17

Week 5
Worship. God wants us to worship. It’s part of his Christmas list for us. But if Worship is something that we give
him, why would he want this for us? I mean, why would he put a gift for him in a list of gifts for us? Does that
make any sense?
It is simple really, the act of worship is not simply for God or of God, but it is a collective affirmation that we are
children of God. It is a way that the community combines their hearts together in worship of God and in this
way there is a sense of unity that is expressed, that is claimed and that is grown in all of us. Without the ability
to worship God together, we lose part of what it means to be in the body of Christ. Perhaps this is one of the
reasons why things have been so hard this year, because we have not had the usual opportunities to worship
together. Usually, in worship, while we lift up the name of Jesus, we are actually bonding to the others in the
room. While we may not agree on all things political, fashion, edible, or otherwise, we can certainly agree that
worshiping God for all he is makes for good community, good singing, and good theological collaboration.
Our acts of worship are not solitary, nor are they without purpose. While they point toward God, they are a
communal assent to our place in the universe before God. This allows for us to remember that we are all in this
together, regardless of whether or not we agree on everything in our lives. The things that really matter, the
big things, the things we think about at night and the thing that we pray to, this is what brings us together.
Worship is a conduit to unity, but not just with God, with each other as well.

Reflect
1. When was the last time you had a great worship experience?
2. Do you ever learn about God when you are worshipping him?
3. Do you ever learn about yourself or your community when you are worshipping him?
4. Can you remember your greatest worship experience?
5. What can you do to help bring a spirit of unity to your worship experience?
6. With all the Covid restrictions, how can we bring a sense of wonder to our worship, even if we can’t meet
together?
7. Is there a way you create a worship experience for your family that will fill them with a sense of who God
is?
8. How does Christmas lead you to a place of worship?

Week 6

Luke 2:10-14

Week 6
Proclaiming his good news to others.
We end this series by looking at those who spread the gospel of Jesus Christ as good news to others. It
begins with the Angels in Luke 2. They called to shepherds that they might know who was born and how it
brings great joy to those who hear the gospel message. And to this day, hearing of the birth of the newborn
king is something that brings the world great joy. As well, hearing about the life and ministry of Jesus, his
death, and his resurrection creates in us the same kind of joy that those first few shepherds experienced
together on that cold Bethlehem night.
As we continue to proclaim the good news of Jesus, we continue not only the Christmas story, but the Easter
story as well. We can tell the whole scope of the covenantal history and the saving acts that Jesus fulfilled on
our behalf. The sharing of the good news is a way to get to know Jesus better, as we get to know a subject
better when we teach it to those who are hungry to learn more about who Jesus really is. Christmas reminds
us that there is a whole life worth of narrative to tell the world about!
While Christmas has been made into a consumer holiday, the point of it has always been a deep remembrance
of what God has done for us time and time again, and ultimately how he saved us through Jesus. When we go
back and look at al the covenants that God made with his people, it is easy to recognize that we are seeing a
God who moves toward his people every step of the way. Even when we run, when we are scared, when we
are not interested, when we cheat and forget who God is, he still comes toward us. We did not deserve what
he has given us, nor do we still, but there is a commitment that God has made to his people that will not be
forgotten, and we are the recipients of that grace time and time again.
So at the end of the Christmas season, what is it that we have learned about God’s Christmas list? We have
learned that God wants us to be reconciled, he wants us to see who he is (revelation) and needs us to
recognize what he has done. He wants to provide for us, he wants us to worship him not just for his ears to
hear our songs, but to be able to teach us again and again who he is, and to unify us. As well, he doesn’t want
us to fear anything, for he is with us. Lastly, he wants us to keep spreading the good news so that we can be
reminded of what it is that we have been given through the gift of Jesus. Christmas, ultimately, is this
remembering of what God has done and is still doing for us.
Blessings, and have a great Christmas with family, safely!

