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The Empire Strikes Back 
Winning My Spiritual Battles 

GOD ON FILM: 80’S EDITION – FATHER’S DAY – JUNE 20, 2021 
JIMMY BRITT, LEAD PASTOR 

 
“For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of light!”  -Ephesians 5:8 

 
“You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil – the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the 

spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and 
inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else.” -Ephesians 2:2-3 

 

OUR SPIRITUAL BATTLE IS ON THREE FRONTS: 
 

• The _________________________ (1 John 5:4) 
 

• The _________________________ (Galatians 5:16-17) 
 

• The _________________________ (1 Peter 5:8) 
 

“Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for  
someone to devour.” -1 Peter 5:8 

 
Temptation = is the ____________________________________________________________ of God’s will. 
 

THERE ARE THREE BASIC TYPES OF TEMPTATION: 
 

“For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but  
from the world.” -1 John 2:16 

 
• The “lust of the _________________________”  

 
• The “lust of the _________________________” 

 
• The “pride of ___________________________” 

 
FOCUS TEXT – LUKE 4:1-13 
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was 
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 
 
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” 
 
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I 
will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.7 If you worship 
me, it will all be yours.” 
 
8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” 
 
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, 
“throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 
11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
 
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
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13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.  
THREE STRATEGIES TO WIN OUR SPIRITUAL BATTLES: 

 
#1.  Create _________________________________________ to defeat _________________. 
 
“Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against your own body.  
Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to 

yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.” -1 Corinthians 6:18-20 
 

FIVE RECOMMENDED BOUNDARIES FOR EVERY MARRIAGE: 
 

1. Don’t dine or travel with someone of the opposite sex alone. 
 

2. Only hug someone of the opposite sex in front of others, and from the side.   
 

3. Don’t compliment another woman on her looks. 
 

4. Avoid any kind of flirting except with your spouse. 
 

5. Don’t start private/personal conversations with the opposite sex on social media. 
 
#2.  Cultivate _________________________________________ to defeat _______________.  
 
“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, 

and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.” -Luke 6:38 
 
 
#3.  Center my life on ______________________________ to defeat ___________________. 

 
“Jesus replied, ‘The Scriptures say…’” -Luke 4:4, 8, and 12 

 
 

Memory Verse: 
“I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” 

-Psalm 119:11 
 
MY NEXT STEP TODAY IS TO… 
__ Memorize Psalm 119:11. 
__ Trust God with my spiritual battles. 
__ Invite a friend to Rocky River Church next Sunday (either online or in-person). 
__ Get started with my Summer Bible Reading Guide - 2021.   
 
 


