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Agape (ἀγάπη) (agapē) = Love – Agape love is not based on an impulse of emotion.  It is 
unconditional, sacrificial love of the will.  This is the kind of love that God has for human beings (you 
and me).   

FOCUS TEXT – ROMANS 12:9-13 (NIV) 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one 

another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but 

keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 

faithful in prayer.  

 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

THREE WAYS TO PUT LOVE INTO ACTION 

#1.  Be __________________________________________. 

““Love must be since.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.” -Romans 12:9 (NIV) 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” -John 3:16 (NIV) 

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,  
Christ died for us.” -Romans 5:8 (NIV) 

TWO THINGS TO REMEMBER: 

1.  Like God, we can hate the sin and love the sinner. 

2.  Hate doesn’t win-out over hate, it only multiplies it. 

#2.  Be contagious with ______________________________. 
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“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.”  
-Romans 12:11 (NIV) 

#3.  Be ___________________________________________. 

“Be joyful in hope....” -Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because  
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of  

sin and death.” -Romans 8:1-2 (NIV) 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to  
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.  And he who  

searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s  
people in accordance with the will of God.  And we know that in all things God works  

for the good of those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose.” -Romans 8:26-28 (NIV) 

“What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with 

him, graciously give us all things?” -Romans 8:31-32 (NIV) 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
-Romans 8:38-39 (NIV) 

AS CHRIST FOLLOWERS, WE SHOULD ALWAYS LIVE WITH AN ATTITUDE OF  
“THE BEST IS YET TO COME.”   
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