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“HOLY WEEK IN REAL TIME” 
Holy Land Journal Notes, Jimmy Britt 

Easter 2020 
 

Note to the reader: 
I hope these notes help you connect some of the dots around the events of Holy Week.  These are notes I 
have accumulated during 8 trips to the Holy Land.  These notes are more of a rough draft, and written and 
prepared to be spoken, not written with a reader in mind.  In other words, these are notes I preach/teach 
from, so they are not edited for publication.   
 
Anyway, I hope they help you get the most out of your Easter season (Holy Week). 
 
God bless you! HE IS RISEN! 
Jimmy Britt, Lead Pastor 
Rocky River Church 
 
 
[NOTES BEGIN] 
Events immediately preceding the final week of Jesus’ life before his death and 
resurrection. 
 
Jesus had a very contentious relationship with the religious leaders of his day, specifically 
the Pharisees and Sadducees.  It came to a “head,” so to speak, after Jesus raised Lazarus 
from the dead (John 11:1-44).  In John 11:47-57, the Sanhedrin1 plot to kill Jesus, and 
also Lazarus (John 12:9-11).  Why kill Lazarus?  Because Lazarus was a living, breathing 
billboard that Jesus has the power over life and death.  Many people were believing in 
Jesus (that he is the Messiah) because of this great miracle.   
 
This is important because the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead had circulated 
widely throughout the region and Jesus was regarded as a celebrity.  This sets the stage, 
so to speak, for Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  When Jesus 
enters into Jerusalem there will be hundreds and thousands of religious pilgrims in 
Jerusalem and all of them would want to see Jesus.   
 
PALM SUNDAY 
 
(For a full account of today’s events, see Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, 
and John 12:9-19.) 
 
*Holy Week begins. 
 

 
1 The Sanhedrin was the supreme ruling council of the Jews.  It consisted of 71 members, who were chief priests, 
priests, lawyers (religious lawyers – Pharisees and Sadducees) and elders of Israel.    
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As he travels the multitudes begin to praise him and God (Mark 11:4-10).  Indeed, Jesus 
was like a celebrity in the city.  Everyone wanted to see him, be near him, and maybe 
even touch him.  Remember, this is the healer and the one who can raise the dead to life.  
With him, anything was possible.   
 
The crowds gathering and following Jesus place their clothes and cut palm tree branches 
on the road in front of him. The Pharisees (religious leaders) hear the crowd’s praises and 
ask him to tell them to “shut up.” Jesus replied that if “they” did not cry out praises the 
stones would (Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10, Luke 19:29-40, John 12:12-19). 
 
The people were shouting that “The King is coming,” based mostly on his raising of 
Lazarus.  The irony is that Jesus would not claim his crown based on the raising of 
Lazarus, but on account of his own resurrection.   
 

MARK 11:1-11  
11 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and 
just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and 
bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and 
will send it back here shortly.’” 
 
4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some 
people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as 
Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while 
others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who 
followed shouted, 
 
  “Hosanna!” 
 
  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
 
10   “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 
 
  “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, 
but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 

 
MONDAY 
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(For a full account of today’s events, see Matthew 21:12-22, Mark 11:12-19, and Luke 
19:45-48.) 
 
On Monday, the tension in Jerusalem – and around Jesus – was so thick you could cut it 
with a knife.  Jesus was staying outside of Jerusalem, but on Monday morning he woke up 
his disciples and told them that he wanted to go back into Jerusalem to teach. This 
seemed risky because the people were infatuated with Jesus and the religious leaders 
were obsessed with killing him.   
 
Much of what the Gospels tell us about Monday centers on the theme of Jesus’s 
authority—both over the created world and his right to judge it. Everything Jesus did, 
he did with authority.  For example, as Jesus travels back to Jerusalem he becomes 
hungry. He spots a fig tree and goes to it hoping to find figs. Finding only leaves he says 
to the tree “Let no one eat fruit from you ever again” (Mark 11:14). 
 
He arrives at the temple and casts out the moneychangers and dove sellers, saying, “It is 
written, ‘My house is a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves” (Luke 
19:46). 
 
Moneychangers, notorious for being corrupt, exchanged currency for the Temple’s half-
shekel coin needed to pay the yearly temple tribute. Those who were poor bought doves 
and used them to make a temple offering. While Jesus heals many at the temple, children 
begin to shout, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matthew 21:15). The chief priests and 
scribes, hearing the children, make themselves VERY ANGRY and tell him to make them 
stop. He corrects them by stating the children are fulfilling prophecy (Matthew 21:12-16, 
Mark 11:12-17, Luke 19:45-48). He returns to Bethany for the night (Matthew 21:17, Mark 
11:19). 
 
I always refer to this as Jesus going “Indiana Jones” in the Temple.   
 

LUKE 19:45-48 
45 When Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who were selling. 46 “It 
is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be a house of prayer’[c]; but you have made it 
‘a den of robbers.’” 
 
47 Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and 
the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 48 Yet they could not find any way to 
do it, because all the people hung on his words. 

 
MATTHEW 21:12-17 
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12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is 
written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making 
it ‘a den of robbers.’” 
 
14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the 
chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children 
shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. 
 
16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. 
 
“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, 
 
 “‘From the lips of children and infants 
     you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?” 
 
17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night. 

 
Keep in mind that the tension is HIGH.  Everyone could feel that something BIG was going 
to happen.  The people didn’t realize it – even the disciples didn’t realize it – but Jesus’ 
death is right around the corner. 
 
TUESDAY 
 
(For a full account of today’s events, see Matthew 21:23-26:5, Mark 11:27-14:2, Luke 
20:1-22:2, and John 12:37-50.) 
 
Monday’s cleansing of the Temple was intense (to say the least), but today Jesus will 
verbally confront the religious leaders.  After Jesus clarified he doesn’t regard these 
leaders as having any authority over him, he spent the rest of the day (IN THE TEMPLE) 
teaching the people God’s Word.  
 
On Tuesday afternoon, Jesus taught one last time in the Temple as a free man.   
 
His words on this day are his closing argument, his mission/purpose statement. 
 

JOHN 12:44-50 
44 Jesus shouted to the crowds, “If you trust me, you are trusting not only me, but also God 
who sent me. 45 For when you see me, you are seeing the one who sent me. 46 I have come as 
a light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will no longer remain 
in the dark. 47 I will not judge those who hear me but don’t obey me, for I have come to save 
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the world and not to judge it. 48 But all who reject me and my message will be judged on the 
day of judgment by the truth I have spoken. 49 I don’t speak on my own authority. The 
Father who sent me has commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50 And I know his 
commands lead to eternal life; so I say whatever the Father tells me to say.” 

 
When Jesus left the Temple on Tuesday, the chief priests and the scribes were looking for 
a way to arrest Jesus “in secret and kill him.”   
 

MARK 14:1-2 
It was now two days before Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The leading 
priests and the teachers of religious law were still looking for an opportunity to capture Jesus 
secretly and kill him. 2 “But not during the Passover celebration,” they agreed, “or the people 
may riot.” 

 
WEDNESDAY 
 
(For a full account of today’s events, see Matthew 26:6-16, Mark 14:3-11, and Luke 22:3-
6.)   
 
A lot of people refer to Wednesday of Holy Week as “silent Wednesday.”  The last few 
days have been like a whirlwind.  If words were currency, Jesus uses them in piles!  But 
on the Wednesday before his death, Jesus is silent.  Yet, some very important things 
happen on this day. 
 
Jesus travels to Bethany and stays at Simon the Leper's house. While eating, a woman 
(Mary of Bethany, Lazarus’s sister – John 12:3) comes in and anoints his head with very 
expensive ointment, or perfume.  Judas (who carries the group’s money bag) complains 
that what was spent on ointment could have been used to help the poor. John tells us that 
the real reason Judas complained, was that he was a thief who wanted more money to 
steal (John 12:3-11).  It was worth a year’s wages!  She was literally giving Jesus 
EVERYTHING she had.  By giving her most valuable possession to him, she is 
expressing her knowledge that what he’s about to give of himself is for her.  
 

JOHN 12:1-11 
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus 
had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while 
Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of 
pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her 
hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
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4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why 
wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 
6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of 
the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 
 
7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the 
day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have 
me.”  
 
9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only 
because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief 
priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were 
going over to Jesus and believing in him. 

 
Jesus, however, first chides the disciples for being overly critical then states the woman 
was anointing him for his burial (Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9).  What Mary does is 
beautiful, and Jesus wants everyone to know it.  She is showing Jesus kindness and 
honor.  Jesus returns the honor by saying history will never forget her act of beauty.  And 
we haven’t! 
 

MARK 14:3-9 
3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman 
came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar 
and poured the perfume on his head. 
 
4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of 
perfume?5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the 
poor.” And they rebuked her harshly. 
 
6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing 
to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. 
But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body 
beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 

 
THURSDAY 
 
(For a full account of today’s events, see Matthew 26:17-75, Mark 14:12-72, Luke 22:7-71, 
and John 13:1-18:27). 
 

Jesus’ Last Passover Begins 
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The last Passover Jesus will observe on earth takes place (Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, 
John 13). After singing a hymn after the Passover is completed Jesus and the disciples 
travel to the Mount of Olives (Matthew 26:30, Mark 14:26). 
 
The Thursday before Jesus’ crucifixion, fills many pages in the Gospels.  For example, 
nearly 25% of John’s Gospel focuses on this single day.  
 
Today begins with Peter and John securing the upper room and making preparations.   
There, Jesus washes his disciples’ feet, explaining he is there to make them clean.  
 
As they begin to eat, Jesus announces one of them is about to betray him. Each wonders 
if he means them. Then he dispatches Judas to do what he intends. 
 
During this last supper, Jesus sets apart the Passover bread and cup and reassigns – or 
clarifies – their meaning. The bread is his body. The cup, his blood. This meal will no 
longer remind them of God’s deliverance primarily from the external tyranny of Pharaoh, 
but from the internal tyranny of their own guilt and sin against God. 
 

Approximately 9PM 
While walking to the Garden of Gethsemane (at the foot of the Mount of Olives) Jesus tells 
the disciples he is the True Vine (John 15:1-27). He offers his final words of 
encouragement (John 16:1-31) and again states that the disciples will leave him (John 
16:32-33). They arrive at the 
Garden of Gethsemane, where 
Peter, James and John are 
taken to stand watch while 
Christ prays for three hours. 
The disciples, though asked to 
stay awake while he prays, 
quickly fall asleep. Although he 
initially prays that the “cup” of 
suffering and death awaiting 
him be taken away, he 
ultimately accepts whatever the 
Father wills (Matthew 26: 36-
44, Mark 14:32-40, Luke 22:39-46, John 17). 
 
While in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prays for his friends and those who will come 
to know him through them—that his Father would make them one (John 17).  But he isn’t 

Olive trees in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
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there only to pray. He is also there to wait.  Soon a line of guards/soldiers and torches will 
begin to sneak their way toward him in the darkness. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 
 
(For a full account of today’s events, see Matthew 27:1-61, Mark 15:1-47, Luke 23:1-56, 
and John 18:28-19:42.) 
 

Just After Midnight 
Judas arrives in the Garden of Gethsemane accompanied by armed officers and other men 
provided by the religious leaders. Judas, as a signal of which person to arrest, gives Jesus 
a kiss (Matthew 26:45-49, Mark 14:41-45, Luke 22:47-48, John 18:1-8). 
 

Between Midnight and 2AM 
Jesus was arrested—betrayed by Judas and abandoned by the other disciples. 
 

Approximately 2AM 
Annas questions Jesus about His disciples and teachings. Frustrated that he won’t defend 
himself, Caiaphas calls upon GOD to witness his answer to his next inquiry (Matthew 
26:63-64). 
 
Upon hearing Jesus’ answer, Caiaphas angrily tears his clothes. He accuses him of 
blasphemy. He immediately asks the council for a verdict, to which they unanimously 
shout that he deserves the death penalty (Matthew 26:59-68, Mark 14:55-65, Luke 22:63-
65). Peter then denies him three times (Matthew 26:69-75, Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:56-
62, John 18:17, 25-27). 
 

Approximately 5-6AM 
Because Jewish law demanded two sessions of the Sanhedrin hear and try a defendant, a 
second trial of Jesus was held around 5AM. This second trial, however, seems little more 
than a "rubber stamp" or automatic approval of the first trial's decision. He is bound and 
sent to Pontius Pilate, the Roman Prefect of Judea, for punishment around 6AM. (Matthew 
27:1-2, Mark 15:1, Luke 22:66-23:1, John 18:28). 
 

Sunrise 
Judas repents and hangs himself. The Chief Priests decide to buy a potter’s field with 
thirty pieces of silver Judas gave back to them (Matthew 27:3-10, Acts 1:15-19). 
 

Approximately 7AM 
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Instead of blasphemy, the Jewish leaders bring Jesus to Pontius Pilate under the charge of 
treason against Rome. His enemies want the Romans to do the dirty job of “legally” 
murdering him.  In fact, only the Romans could order the death of anyone. Pilate 
questions him (Matthew 27:11-14, Mark 15:2-5, Luke 23:2-4, John 18:29-30). Pilate 
discovers he is from Galilee and sends him to Herod Antipas (Tetrach of Galilee and son of 
Herod the Great) for judgment. Herod questions him but receives no answers. Herod and 
his soldiers mock him, put a splendid robe on him, and send him back to Pilate (Luke 
23:5-12). 
 

Approximately 8AM 
Pontius Pilate tells the Jewish religious leaders that he and Herod Antipas find Jesus 
innocent. Pilate wishes to release him (Luke 23:13-15, John 18:31-38). Unable to do so 
because of the crowds, he releases the prisoner Barabbas. He then has his soldiers 
severely beat and scourge Jesus. The soldiers take him to Golgotha, also known as Calvary 
and the Place of the Skull, to be crucified. Along the route, they force Simon of Cyrene to 
carry his cross (Matthew 27:32-33, Mark 15:21-22, Luke 23:26-31, John 19:16-17). 
 

9AM-Noon 
After a severe beating, Jesus is nailed to the cross. He is crucified along with two thieves 
(Matthew 27:38, Mark 15:27-28, Luke 23:32-33, and John 19:18). He was given wine 
(vinegar) mixed with gall while on the cross (Matthew 27:34 and Mark 15:23). Roman 
soldiers gambled for his clothes. He asks God the Father to forgive those that are killing 
him (Matthew 27:35-36, Mark 15:24-25, Luke 23:34, John 19:23-24). Pontius Pilate has 
the charge against him written in Hebrew, Greek and Latin and put on his cross. 
 
Some in the crowd, where Christ is crucified, stare at him in amazement. Others such as 
Roman soldiers, members of the Sanhedrin (chief priests, scribes, elders) and even the 
two thieves also being crucified, mock him. Many, family and friends, watch Jesus suffer 
and die on the cross but from a distance. These include his mother Mary, her sister, Mary 
Magdalene and the apostle John (Matthew 27:39-45, 55-56, Mark 15:29-33, 40-41, Luke 
23:35-44, 48-49). 
 

Noon-3PM 
Darkness covers the entire land. Jesus tells his mother, Mary, to now consider the apostle 
John her son and tells John to take care of his mother Mary (John 19:25-27). 
 

3PM 
The Savior of man is forsaken by God and cries out with a loud voice: "Eli Eli, lama 
sabachthani?" Some in the crowd think he is calling out to the prophet Elijah (Matthew 
27:46-47, Mark 15:34-35). He is offered and accepts vinegar (sour wine). A spear is thrust 
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into his side. He cries out with a loud voice “It is Finished!” His last words are: “Father, 
into Your hands I commit My spirit.” 
 
The Jews, desiring the death of those crucified before the Holy Day starts (at sunset, 
around 6PM), asks Pilate to break their legs. Pilate agrees. The legs of those crucified with 
Jesus are broken, but his are not since he is already dead (John 19:31-37). 
 

Just Before Sunset 
Pilate allows Joseph of Arimathea, a rich member of the Sanhedrin, to take the body of 
Jesus. Joseph and Nicodemus wrap his body in fine linen with a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes and bury him in the new tomb Joseph had made for himself (Matthew 27:57-61, 
Mark 15:42-47, Luke 23:50-55, John 19:38-42). 
 
The Chief Priests, along with the Pharisees, visit Pontius Pilate out of fear that Jesus' 
disciples will secretly steal his body then claim he has risen from the dead. The religious 
leaders request that Pilate use his troops to have the tomb secured. Pilate, however, gives 
them permission to use THEIR OWN guard for the task. The garden tomb is made secure, 
the stone at the entrance of the tomb is sealed, and a guard is placed near it (Matthew 
27:62-66). 
 

Sometime before Sunset 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome buy and prepare spices for Jesus' 
body (Mark 16:1, Luke 23:56). 
 

“It’s Friday…but Sunday’s Coming!” 
 
SATURDAY 
 
(For a full account of today’s events, see Matthew 27:62-66.) 
 
Some call today “The Forgotten Day” because so little is written about the day between 
Jesus’ death, yesterday, and his resurrection, tomorrow.  But the religious leaders have 
not forgotten.  On the day between Good Friday and Easter Sunday, Jesus’s prediction 
preoccupies their thoughts such that they simply can’t leave it alone. Matthew 27:62–
66 tells the strange story of how they can’t dismiss out of hand the possibility that Jesus 
might know something they don’t.  Remorse??? 
 
EASTER SUNDAY 
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(For a full account of the events of today, see Matthew 28:1-20, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-
53, and John 20:2-21:25)  
 

Early on Easter Sunday Morning 
On Easter Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene and other women go to the tomb with the 
spices they had prepared for his body. When the women arrive at the tomb, they see the 
angel that moved the stone sitting on top of it (Mark 16:1).  The angel tells the women to 
enter the tomb. In the tomb they see a young man, clothed in a white robe, sitting on the 
right. The man shows them that the body is gone. He tells the women to inform the 
disciples, especially Peter, that Jesus is alive. Mary Magdalene runs to tell Peter and John 
what has happened. Peter and John run to the tomb and see his linen cloths lying inside 
the tomb in one place and the cloth put over his head neatly folded and placed by itself 
(Matthew 28:2-8, Mark 16:2-8, Luke 24:1-12, John 20:1-10). Mary Magdalene is the first 
human to see Jesus alive after his resurrection. He tells Mary not to touch him as he has 
yet to ascend to God the Father (Mark 16:9-11, John 20:11-18). 
 

JESUS IS RISEN! 
 
In the week leading up to his death, the Good Shepherd went out to meet the wolves of 
judgment, sin, and death—and he did so with all authority. One might wonder, what good 
has it ever done anyone to die for 
some cause? This is the glory of 
the gospel. Jesus didn’t die as a 
martyr for a cause. He was never 
in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. He was never at the mercy of 
anyone. He lived, died, and was 
buried because he meant to be. 
 
No one took his life from him. He 
laid it down. For whom? For his 
flock, his people. 
And he laid it down only to take it 
up again (John 10:18). The point 
of the cross was not just to die, 
but to die and rise again, defeating the wolves of sin and death themselves. 
 
Easter says of Jesus, “He meant it! He meant to lay down his life for you. And as surely as 
he has taken it up again, he knows you and loves you.” 
 

The Garden Tomb (It’s EMPTY!) 
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Sometime During the Day 
Some of the Roman soldiers who guarded the garden tomb go to the chief priests and 
report all that had happened. The priests meet with the elders to decide what to do next. 
They decide to bribe the soldiers with money to have them tell an incredibly absurd story 
as to what happened to the body (Matthew 28:11-15). 
 
[END NOTES] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


