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Introducing the Study 
 
God has always desired to live in intimate relationship with His people. We 
have seen evidence of this in the garden of Eden, through the 
construction of the tabernacle in the wilderness, and through the building 
of the temple in Jerusalem. Ultimately, though, this desire of God is most 
fully expressed through the provision of His Son, Jesus, who is Immanuel—
God with us. 
 

How should God’s desire to live in intimacy with you change your 
perspective of yourself and life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
God used Solomon to build His temple according to His specifications and 
from the prosperity God had given him. But that same prosperity also led 
to Solomon straying from the God who had provided it. Despite having 
been blessed with great wisdom, wealth, and power by God, the king 
turned from God and showed yet again that no earthly king can be what 
the people truly need. 
 

What should the Christian’s attitude be toward wealth and 
prosperity? 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Setting the Context 
When Israel demanded a king like the other nations, God was displeased 
with their request, not because they wanted a king but because they 
wanted the wrong king and they sought to be like the other nations. God 
conceded to their desire, but He warned them about the dangers of kings 
whose hearts were not set on following Him. 
 

How should the presence of God in our lives change our perspective 
on the world and the desires of our hearts? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Perhaps the saddest example of a wayward king is King Solomon. At one 
time he ruled in wisdom and justice. People from all over the world came 
to seek an audience with him for his wisdom. His wealth was unmatched, 
surpassing all the kings of the world in riches. He built the temple of the 
Lord as a beacon of His glory, and the presence of the Lord filled that 
structure. Solomon had poised Israel to be a light and blessing to the 
world. But there was a great and tragic irony to the reign of Solomon. 
 
In spite of Solomon’s great wisdom and blessing from the Lord, the king 
went the other direction and began to stray. Though he was the wisest 
man in the world, Solomon made several extremely foolish decisions. 
Solomon’s life and reign spiraled out of control as he turned from the God 
who called him and established him as king. As the map on “The 
Kingdoms of Israel and Judah” (p. 83) shows, the judgment and result of 
Solomon’s foolishness was a divided kingdom for his son and descendants 
after him. 
 

How does the essence of wisdom—the fear of the Lord—figure into 
our struggle with obedience and disobedience? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CHRIST Connection 
 
Solomon was a king whose reign was marked by prosperity and peace, 
but in the end, Solomon’s sinful compromise led to the division of the 
kingdom. During His earthly ministry, Jesus spoke of Himself when He 
claimed “something greater than Solomon is here” (Luke 11:31). Whereas 
Solomon’s sinful choices divided the kingdom, Christ’s righteous 
submission to God established a new unity for God’s people. 

Continuing the Discussion 
 

How does Solomon’s reign serve as both an example and a warning 
for us? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In what ways does King Solomon remind us of our need for King 
Jesus alone? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
As a group, read 1 Kings 11:1-8. 
 

Why do you think God specifically warned His people about 
intermarriage with those from foreign lands? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What does that warning tell you about the nature of marriage and 
sex? 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Solomon knew the warnings, but he foolishly did not listen and married 
women from other nations. God had warned His people against the 
practice not because He was against marriage between nations but 
because He knew that such a marriage would introduce rival gods into 
the lives of His people and they would lapse into idolatry. And yet, the 
wisest person to ever live chose to rebel against God, thinking he knew 
more than Him. 

God? Why is that important to recognize? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why does God allow us to experience the consequences of our own 
choices rather than protect us from them all the time? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
God is after our hearts. This was His main concern with Solomon; it was not 
so much that he married foreign women but rather what those marriages 
did to his heart. As a result of Solomon’s sin, the kingdom of Israel would 
be divided and split from his family. But even in the consequences of sin, 
God showed Solomon mercy in that this would not happen during his own 
reign. 
 
As a group, read 1 Kings 12:12-17. 
 

What can you discern about the character of Rehoboam, the son of 
Solomon? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

How do these verses further show the consequences of sin? 



 
 
 
 
 

Why is it important for us to recognize that we are not alone in feeling 
the effects of our sin—others do as well? 

 
 
 
Sin might be private, but its effects always move beyond us. As a result of 
Solomon’s sin, his son and the entire nation were affected. Our good 
deeds done for the Lord have the potential to bless others with justice, 
goodness, kindness, and the good news of the gospel. But our sin has the 
opposite effect—not only does sin bring negative consequences to our 
own lives, others around us will also feel those effects. 
 
 

MISSIONAL Application 
 
Record at least one way you will apply the truth of Scripture as one who 
has been saved from the foolishness of sin. 
	  



Personal Study 1 
 
Foolish choices compromise devotion to God. 
Read 1 Kings 11:1-8. 
 
Solomon was the greatest king in both wisdom and wealth. God’s promise 
to Abraham looked as if it were coming true: God’s people had been 
rescued; they were living in the land God promised them; they had a 
good and wise king; and other nations were being blessed by Solomon’s 
wisdom. 
 
If Solomon’s story stopped there, we would be applauding him as the 
greatest king in Israel. We might even wonder if he was at last the long-
awaited king whose sons would rule over God’s people in God’s promised 
land forever. But unfortunately the story continues. Solomon’s compromise 
and downfall reveal he was not the expected king—another was 
needed. 
 
Solomon’s life is one of the most illustrative pictures of idolatry in the Bible. 
Idolatry and foolishness go hand in hand. If wisdom means to fear the Lord 
first and foremost, then foolishness is to place something—anything—
above the Lord. Foolish choices always accompany idolatry. In Solomon’s 
case, there is no outright rejection of God. He wasn’t setting God aside; 
he was adding other gods around the Lord. He wasn’t disregarding the 
Lord altogether; he was partially regarding the Lord. He chose to follow 
Yahweh alongside other gods (see Josh. 24:15). 
 
First, it began with a disregard for God’s specific instructions. Before God 
brought Israel to the promised land, He gave them specific commands 
about how kings were to conduct themselves. They were not to gather 
much gold and horses for themselves, and they were not to acquire many 
wives (Deut. 17:14-20). If they did, their hearts would go astray. We see this 
fleshed out in Solomon’s life. He acquired much wealth, vast amounts of 
horses and chariots, and he had one thousand women in his court. The 
result? His heart was led astray. 
 
This is how idolatry starts, with a disregard for God’s law. In our foolishness 
we turn away from the Creator and choose instead to worship created 
things (Rom. 1:18-23). We shun the fountain of true joy and stubbornly 
build our own dirty wells to drink from (Jer. 2:13). 
 



Idolatry also creates division in our hearts. Something else functions in the 
place of God. Some other person or experience or pursuit grabs our 
attention and thoughts. God is slowly pushed away from the center of our 
lives as our idols demand our attention and affection. 
 
Finally, idolatry leads to destruction. When the apostle Paul talked about 
the enemies of the cross, he said, “Their end is destruction; their god is their 
stomach; their glory is in their shame. They are focused on earthly things” 
(Phil. 3:19). This is the language of idolatry. When something else has our 
focus and our passion, our end is destruction unless we repent and seek 
the Lord. 
 
We know that Solomon derailed his kingship and fell under the Lord’s 
judgment through his idolatry. God gave him up to his desires, and Israel 
suffered as a nation. Idolatry always leaves us fruitless and frustrated and 
can lead to our downfall. 
 

How do our material possessions affect our spiritual state? 

 

 

What are some signs that a person has a “divided” heart? 

 

 

How can you tell if your heart is devoted to the Lord or divided by 
other pursuits? 

	



 
 



Personal Study 2 
 
Foolish choices come with consequences. 
Read 1 Kings 11:9-13. 
 
Solomon’s father, David, experienced the consequences of sin. When he 
made the choice to have an adulterous relationship with Bathsheba, their 
child died as a consequence, and the suffering didn’t stop there. 
Solomon walked a similar path, abandoning his wholehearted 
commitment to the Lord, and that abandonment brought consequences. 
 
Many times, God will allow our choices to run their course. When we 
choose to walk foolishly through life, there will always be some manner of 
consequence. At times, God is willing to give us what our sinful hearts truly 
desire, so we might see those choices come to destruction. When that 
happens, we can either remain in our sin or we can repent and 
acknowledge that true satisfaction is found in Him alone. Consequences, 
then, can either be a wake-up call or they can be a crushing hammer, 
depending on how we respond. 
 
When we look at the life of Solomon, we have reason to be both 
disheartened and encouraged. We are disheartened that he 
compromised his devotion to God and derailed his kingship. But we 
should also be encouraged because we know that the story does not end 
there. Solomon is not our king. He is not the true king. We are only to 
glance at Solomon and then turn our gaze on the one true King—Jesus. 
 
Despite his great wisdom, wealth, and power, Solomon wasn’t the king 
any of us are looking for. We need a greater king than Solomon. As we 
come to the New Testament, that is what we find. Let’s fast forward to the 
Gospel of Luke, where Jesus speaks of Himself as greater than Solomon: 
“The queen of the south will rise up at the judgment with the men of this 
generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the 
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and look—something greater than 
Solomon is here” (Luke 11:31). 
 
Solomon in all his greatness wasn’t great enough. In the end, he fell 
woefully short of lasting greatness. But there was something coming after 
Solomon that was even greater. There is a kind of wisdom that Jesus has 
that even Solomon needed. Jesus’ wisdom not only shows us how to live, 
His wisdom is what gives us life! Jesus is the wisdom we need (see 1 Cor. 
1:30). 



 
Jesus, through His life, death, and resurrection, is the wisdom that saves. 
Ultimate wisdom is found only in Jesus. This is where we must turn if and 
when we find ourselves in the middle of the consequences of our sin. We 
can embrace those consequences as God’s discipline and return 
wholeheartedly to the only King who knows how to rule rightly over us with 
wisdom, love, mercy, and grace. 
 
But we must also be ready to serve others when the wisdom of this world 
fails them. Proverbs reminds us, “Hope delayed makes the heart sick, but 
desire fulfilled is a tree of life” (Prov. 13:12). In other words, our joy rises and 
falls with things we look to for hope and security. If we place our hope in 
physical fitness and we gain a few pounds or incur an injury, our joy shrinks 
a bit. 
 
Solomon dazzled the world with his wisdom, riches, and power, yet look at 
how things ended. He failed. Earthly kings and rulers and powers will 
always fail us. We must not look to them. We must look to Jesus Christ. He is 
the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8). He will never leave us 
or forsake us. His love is constant. His grace is limitless. His mercies are new 
every day. This is our message to the world. 
 

When have consequences of sin served as a wake-up call for you? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
What are some reasons we might avoid talking about Jesus with non-
Christians as they struggle with hope or fear? How does Jesus 
provide precisely what they need in those times? 

 
 
 
 

  



Personal Study 3 
 
Foolish choices create problems for others. 
Read 1 Kings 12:12-17. 
 
Our choices impact those around us, often more than we know. A man 
who walks in integrity while on a business trip is forging the kind of 
character that will impact how he relates to his wife, his children, and his 
friends. They will be impacted in a positive way by his refusal to sin in 
secret. 
 
On the other hand, when we make foolish choices, we inevitably create 
problems for those around us. Solomon’s son reaped the consequences 
of his idolatry; so did the nation of Israel, which saw a divided monarchy 
for the first time in its history. Solomon’s sin echoed across the generations. 
 
God told Solomon that his son would have the kingdom torn from his 
hands and that the kingdom that had enjoyed peace and prosperity 
during his reign would be divided. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, 
experienced the fulfillment of God’s promises. Though he might have 
humbled himself and listened to the suffering of his people, the new king 
instead chose to stand on his own authority, doubling down on the 
demands his father had for his kingdom. 
 
Rehoboam’s pride prevented him from listening to the wise counsel of 
others. The kingdom was divided, just as God promised it would be. 
Solomon’s idolatry and Rehoboam’s pride led Israel into a downward 
spiral that would eventually result in their exile into Babylon centuries later. 
This is what happens when we allow foolishness to lead us into idolatry. We 
may think we are only hurting ourselves, but we are inevitably hurting 
those around us. 
 
Sadly, Rehoboam had no one to help him come to his senses. In fact, he, 
like his father, failed to understand that his decisions would have a long-
reaching impact on others. He was not living in a vacuum. The reality is 
that none of us are. Our walk with the Lord is personal, no doubt, but it is 
not private. We may make decisions in private, but our decisions have 
public consequences. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 5, the apostle Paul addressed a deviant case of immorality 
of which the entire church seemed to be proud! Listen to his words to 
them: “Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little leaven 



leavens the whole batch of dough? Clean out the old leaven so that you 
may be a new unleavened batch” (1 Cor. 5:6-7). Do you see what Paul 
was saying? The sin of one individual was permeating the entire church. 
All of them were being impacted by the foolish decisions of one person. 
Choosing to walk in foolishness will impact those around you. 
 

What is the relationship between foolishness and selfish 
decisions? Why is selfishness foolish? 

 

 

 

How have you been positively impacted by someone else’s wise 
choices? 

 

 

 

How have you been negatively impacted by someone else’s foolish 
choices? 

	
 


