
     Schools closed in 

March due to a 

worldwide pandemic 

bringing an abrupt 

end to the 2019-2020 

Good News Club® 

year. Even though 

this ended ministry 

in the school it did 

not end ministry for 

the GNC team                  

members. Four of our clubs launched on ZOOM and were 

able to finish out the year. About 300 children who were 

enrolled in clubs received a devotional book in the mail 

and information about how to follow along on social         

media. The office staff created a Tik Tok and Instagram 

page to better engage with kids.  

     It was encouraging to see so many partnering churches 

and club team members look for creative ways to reach 

the kids enrolled in their clubs. One club wrote letters to 

all the students and sent them verses every week and      

another church started online ministry to engage the  

families in their clubs.  

     All of this intentional time spent reaching out to the 

GNC kids is being noticed by the parents. One parent 

called asking when church services were starting again 

because they would like to attend and another said: 

“Thank you so much for going out of your way to stay         
connected with my child. This means so much to us and 
during this hard time, it is the highlight of our week.”  

     Thankfully with the new guidelines, 5-Day Clubs are 

still happening. It is exciting to be able to give the kids 

information about the social media pages CEF                          

International has developed in addition to our own. This is 

just one more way that CEF  is trying to reach children. 

     The last few months have been a challenging time, but 

also a time of growth as it has caused the ministry to 

think outside the box on new ways to connect with               

children. Looking towards the fall there are still lots of 

questions and your prayers are greatly appreciated.  

 

Children continue to be reached in 
the midst of the COVID-19 crisis 
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Evangelizing Children's Hearts in Omaha 

Three former CYIA students will 
head to CEF Headquarters this fall 

     It is exciting to see young people 

answer the call and pursue missions. 

Sarah Bartsch and Brandon Shippy 

will complete their 12-month local 

internship in August and will  head to 

Child Evangelism  Fellowship®              

International Headquarters to attend 

the Children’s Ministries Institute®. 

This 12-week program is designed to 

train and equip CEF  workers with 

the skills needed to work with CEF      

ministry. Upon completion of CMI in 

November, both of them plan to       

continue working locally. Throughout 

the internship it became clear that 

God was leading them to pursue          

ministry and attend CMI. Brandon 

and Sarah have been a huge addition 

for the local staff and it is a blessing 

to see them desire to continue serving 

as part of the team long term.  

     Promise Will has been accepted for 

a 15-month internship at CEF                     

International Headquarters that             

begins in August and will end in                   

November 2021 when she completes 

CMI. She has attended CYIA for six 

years and is considering CEF 

fulltime. Promise will be interning in 

the housekeeping department at 

headquarters.  

Sarah Bartsch 

 

Promise Will 

Brandon Shippy 

 

 

 

The pandemic has changed the way 
we do ministry and made us think           
outside the box. 

@goodnewskids 

If you have kids have them check 
out the social media pages:  

 

Internships available locally this fall 
     This fall CEF of Omaha is looking for more young            

people to consider applying for a 12-month internship       

locally. This internship is designed for young people who 

are interested in pursuing CEF ministry. The goal is to 

give hands on ministry experience to the individual as 

they seek the Lord to determine if this is where he might 

be calling them. If the internship is completed, and the 

individual is sensing God’s call toward CEF ministry, a 

scholarship will be awarded to help cover the cost to          

attend the Children’s Ministries Institute. If you are               

interested in this position you can email                                   

esther@cefofomaha.org. 
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     If you’re interested in hosting a 5-Day Club this summer 

you can schedule a club online at cefofomaha.org/evangelize 

or by calling the CEF office. 

     A CEF staff member subbed at a club last week and was 

amazed by the teaching team. This club was being led by 

four teenage boys who were all 14 and under. Even though 

this was a young team the Gospel was clearly presented, 

the kids were engaged and the host was encouraged. It is 

amazing to see 

what God can do 

through the lives 

of these young 

people. A first 

year student  

reported that she 

was able to lead 

a girl to the Lord 

at her first club. 

     Please pray 

that many more 

clubs would be 

scheduled so 

t h a t  m o r e             

children can 

hear the Gospel 

and choose to 

begin a relation-

ship with God. 

     Summer is officially 

here! And while many 

people are trying to          

figure out how to take a 

vacation amidst the 

COVID crisis, the focus 

of this ministry has been 

on how to have 5-Day 

Clubs in a safe way. Due 

to the lifting of some 

restrictions in Nebraska 

and Iowa lots of hosts 

have begun to schedule 

a club. Already 52 clubs 

have been scheduled. Last week alone over 100 children 

attended a 5-Day Club®. 

     Even with some hosts beginning to schedule clubs, 

some people are not comfortable with the idea. This is 

why we made a virtual option available for those wanting 

to still reach their communities. Both methods are                

effective and it is totally up to the host.  

     Hosting a club is simple. The host simply picks a week 

anytime from June 22 - Aug. 7 and the time of day they 

wish to hold their club. After the club has been scheduled 

the 5-Day Club coordinators put together a host packet 

including: invitations, host guidelines, attendance sheets 

and mails it to the host. Hosts just needs to invite the 

kids using the invitations given in the packet and provide 

a snack. Teens who have been trained at CYIA™ do the 

rest. This year teens have been equipped with hand                 

sanitizer and all the games are contact free. Virtual clubs 

will be held on ZOOM and follow the same format. 

 

Sydney Folken, Kyle Gafford and 
Abby Barton are serving as 5-Day 

Club coordinators this summer. 

               Find us on 
@cefofomaha 

sincere and pure  devo-
tion to Christ.”  This 

verse caused me to ask 

questions like “Am I 

sincerely devoted to 

Christ? If not, what is 

keeping me from being 

so?” My first goal 

should always be to 

devote myself to 

Christ. When that  

happens I will have joy 

and be the friend, 

teacher and leader He 

has called me to be. My calling is to help children know    

Jesus, but before that my purpose is to be  sincerely devoted 

to Christ myself. 

     Since I took the position as local coordinator, so many  

people have reached out to encourage and pray for me. I  

truly am thankful for each person who goes out of their way 

to let me know that I am in their prayers. Thank you 

friends! Let us continue to live devoted to our Lord.  

     I cannot believe it has been nine months since I became 

the local coordinator for CEF of Omaha. If I am honest 

these months have been some of the hardest of my life. 

Managing people, delegating and casting vision is totally 

different than teaching kids! The hard has been so good for 

me though, because it is getting me out of my comfort zone 

and causing me to grow in ways I never have before.  

     Leading this ministry in the middle of a worldwide  

pandemic has only added to the challenges, but God has 

been so good! I am thankful for the staff team God has  

given us. During this time they have been flexible and                             

understanding. We’ve spent time praying, laughing and 

brainstorming what it looks like to reach kids with the 

Gospel, even though you can’t see them face to face.  This 

pandemic has brought our team closer as we have spent 

hours asking the Lord to give wisdom. 

     One of the things I struggle with is finding my identity 

in what I do, or the kids I am able to minister too. When 

GNC ended abruptly I found myself struggling to find joy. 

God encouraged me with 2 Corinthians 11:3 “But I am 
afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's              
cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your 

From My Front Porch -- A Glimpse Into My World 
  “You, Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light.” (Psalm 16:28) 

Children are being evangelized through 5-Day Clubs in person and online 

 

Brandon Shippy, Sarah Bartsch,            
Esther Beasley, Hannah Schafer and  
Miranda Rappley are the Omaha team. 

 Levi 
Rothfuss 

teaching 
the Bible 
lesson at 
a club in 

Northwest 
Omaha. 

He is one 
of four 

boys  
teaching. 

 Children 
having 
fun 
doing the 
fireworks 
clap at a 
club in 
Council 
Bluffs 
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“ And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of 

his glory in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19 

 

• Summer Ministry 
    - Praise the Lord we were able to have a successful 

CYIA training. 
    - Pray for many new 5-Day Clubs to be scheduled in 

places where many children can attend. 
    - Pray for children to understand the Gospel and 

choose to trust in Jesus as Savior. 
 

•  Good News Club 

    - Pray for wisdom regarding how to conduct GNC 
this fall amidst the COVID crisis. 

    - Pray that the Holy Spirit will be at work in the 
hearts and lives of the children who attend clubs. 

    - Pray that the children who come to club will begin          
attending a church with their families.  

    -  Pray we will be able to partner with new churches 
and go into more schools. 

 

• Staff 
    - Pray for unity as we work together on accomplish-

ing the mission of this ministry. 
    - Pray for Sarah and Brandon as they attend              

Children’s Ministry Institute this fall. 
    - Pray specifically for Miranda as she works to raise 

financial support. 

Strategic Praying 

June. 22 - Aug. 7 - 5-Day Clubs 

August 8 - Summer  Picnic, Elmwood Park Pavilion 
Aug. 11 - Sarah and Brandon start CMI 
Sep. 12 - Good News Club Kick Off Rally 
Sep. 21 - Good News Clubs begin 
Oct. 23 - Fundraising Dinner, Emmanuel Fellowship 
 

The annual “Reach a Child. Change a Story.                         
Fundraising Dinner.” has been moved to Oct. 23 at                 
6:30 p.m. at Emmanuel Fellowship. The event is free, will 
include a wonderful meal, and free childcare. If you would 
be interested in attending or inviting others to attend, please 
contact the office.                                        

Fundraising Dinner was postponed 
 

Strategic plan is set with new goals 
     The local committee has spent many hours updating 

the chapters strategic plan. As the staff team continues to 

grow, having clear cut goals and vision are so important. 

This process has proven to be very beneficial! Some of the 

broader goals that have been set are: 

• Develop and implement a marketing strategy to 

add partnering churches and to increase the              

number of schools to which we minister. 

• Integrate technology into almost every area of           

ministry including: Good News Club, social media 

and promotional materials. 

• Improve people alignment and development by 

making sure all staff have accountability and           

performance reviews. Make sure all volunteers are 

on the same page as far as visions and goals. 

• Improve data collection so that we have accurate 

numbers, contacts and information to share with 

potential ministry partners. 

These were a few of the broader goals the committee 

discussed and together, with the staff, they came up with 

strategies to see each broader goal implemented. Each of 

these things will help us fulfill our vision to be in a              
position to reach every child ages 4-12 in the Omaha            
metro with the Gospel. 
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     It was a wild few weeks            

leading up to Christian Youth in 

Action®  (CYIA™) this year due 

to so many questions  regarding 

COVID-19. Many times it 

seemed like it would be easier to 

just throw in the towel and give 

up. However, God showed         

himself faithful in so many ways!  

     Camp Moses Merrill informed 

us a few weeks before CYIA was suppose to start, that 

they would not be open this summer and would be unable 

to host CYIA. This decision made the CYIA leadership 

team think outside the box and brainstorm other ideas. 

After sending a few emails, Community Bible Church 

said that they would allow us to use their facility. This 

made it possible to conduct training for 81 students while 

still complying with state guidelines.  

     Students were dropped off each morning by 8 am and 

picked up each night at 8 pm. One of the highlights was 

being able to go to Phil and Annette Beasley’s home on 

Friday and Saturday for a bonfire and some outdoor               

sessions. This helped CYIA still have that “camp feel”. 

Many students commented that CYIA was so different, 

but the atmosphere and purpose was the same.  

     This year’s theme was AIM based on 2 Corinthians 5:9 

“So whether we are at home or away we make it our aim 
to please him.” It felt like we were away from home this 

year since we were not at camp, but through different 

chapel speakers it was brought out that all of us are 

away from home (heaven) right now, but while on earth 

the aim is simply to please him. 

Christian Youth in Action was different, but the atmosphere remains the same 

 

     This year classes included several discussions that   

encouraged the students to be “learners before teachers” 

when it comes to Scripture. Sessions were given on how 

to study the Bible, what the Gospel really is and how it           

applies to the students’ lives. This added to the depth of 

discipleship that took place during the week. Several  

students commented on how much this week helped them 

in their relationship with the Lord and understanding of 

the Gospel message. 

This group photo was taken at the home of Phil & Annette 
Beasley. A total of 81 students, 34 staff and six incredible 
cooks helped make CYIA 2020 a huge success!  

CEF of Omaha extends  
heartfelt thanks to: 

 
Location Hosts: Community Bible 
Church, Phil & Annette Beasley 
 

Cooks: Keith & Lisa Strasser, Eric & Jen Barton and          
Bonnie Smith 
 
Chapel Speakers: Pastors Jeremy Wissink (Community 
Bible Church), Anthony Odihambo (Jubilee Church),                  
Michael Williams (Mt. Moriah Baptist), Ryan Folken 
(Louisville Efree) and Isaiah Lewis (Crosspoint). 

 

This group of staff worked so hard to make CYIA possible. 
They were flexible in the midst of the COVID changes.            
Together they modeled what it means to make it your AIM 
to please the Lord.  
Left to right front row: Brandon Shippy, Esther Beasley, 
Ryan Folken.  Second row: Jessica Aschoff, Jonathan and 
Katie Krutz, Beth Abdo, Austin Shippy, Jordan Harimon,   
Promise Will, Emi Vargas. Third row: Josh, Beth and           
Jarrod Wendt, Macy Baker, Abby Barton, Marissa Klein, Kia 
Frey, Miranda Rappley. Back row: Karsten Miller, Will Conrad, 
Tim Spahr, Kyle Gafford, Caleb Cherry, Hannah Schafer,         
Sydney Folken, Sarah Bartsch, Katey Moore, Jack and Emma 
Swanson Rachel Friesen, Mike Williams. (Not pictured:           
Summer Anderson, Zach and Valerie Hall) 

Humble Soe 

 
“I’m so glad that I can go to CYIA and 
have fun with everyone. I walked into 
CYIA a normal Christian gal, I’m             
walking out of CYIA a very strong   
believer of God. All because of this 
camp and the  people here. Everyone 
made me feel loved and the guys were 
true gentlemen. This is my favorite 
week of the entire year.” 

                          -Humble Soe, 3rd year   
 

“I learned to look at the Bible stories 
and find out what character or              

situation is pointing to His Son and 
how amazing it is that He fits                 

everything in the Bible together. 
They're not just good stories, but they 

actually all point straight to Jesus.” 

                  -Taliah Trimble, 2nd year 

 

 

Taliah Trimble 

A FEW COMMENTS FROM CYIA 2020 

 


