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Sunday Worship
Morning Worship 9am

Sunday School 10:30-11:15 am
Communion served 4th Sunday

Children’s Ministries
J.A.M. (ages 3-PreK) every Sunday
K-4th Church; 1st & 3rd Sundays

Wednesday Youth Groups 
5:30-7:30pm Jr. High, Zack Puck
7-9pm Sr. High, Jordan McKinsey

Pastoral Staff
Andy Huette, Sr. Pastor

Grant Stauter, Associate Pastor
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From time to time, when I’m preaching on Sunday morning, the 
sanctuary gets remarkably still. No one is shuffling around, eyes 
are up, and it’s a surreal time when our whole church family is 
alert and locked-in to the Word of God. In those moments, the 
sense of God’s Spirit impressing His Word upon us is palpable. 
These are moments of holy seriousness, when I can physically 
sense God’s Word and Spirit at work. 
That may sound strangely subjective, but if you were here on 

Sunday (September 15, 2019), you may know what I’m talking 
about. The sermon content that Sunday from Revelation 2 was 
heavy—about how the church has “snuggled up to Jezebel” and 
particularly about the epidemic of pornography 
in our culture and churches. The stillness and 
alertness that came upon the congregation 
that morning was a silent Amen to the reality 
of guilt, shame, helplessness, and—I’m hope-
ful—the desire to repent and overcome. Since 
that Sunday, I’ve had a number of conversa-
tions with people seeking answers for how to 
fight the fight of faith in a cultural tide that feels 
like a tsunami.  
Thus, I want to follow up with some really 

practical tools, resources, and encourage-
ments to equip you to fight for purity in your 
own life and—if applicable—to shepherd your 
children through the hyper-sexualized maze of 
the 21st century. 
1) For Young Children: When should a 

parent begin teaching and talking with children 
about sexuality? Sooner than you’d prefer.  
Each child is different—some are very inquisi-
tive while others couldn’t care less, so it’s fool-
ish to put an age on when to have discussions 
with children about sexuality. However, your 
kids will likely be exposed to sexual conversa-
tions, images, and ideas much younger than 
you and I were. Rather than waiting until middle school to have 
“the talk,” I encourage you to begin conversations about God’s 
plan for the body, marriage, and gender, early and often with 
prayerful wisdom. One of the most helpful tools Abby and I found 
to do this was the book called I Said No! A Kid-to-Kid Guide to 
Keeping Private Parts Private. In a very child-friendly way, the 
book described appropriate touch and refers to “red flags” as 
inappropriate actions and requests. This book gave us common 
language as a family to say things like, “That’s not an appropri-
ate way to touch or look at another person. That’s a red flag.” Or 
“When you were watching that show at your friend’s house, was 
there anything that seemed like a ‘red flag’?” It’s been a helpful 
way to introduce purity at a young age. 
2) For Fifth Graders: “My Body, God’s Design.” Each year, 

East White Oak Bible Church hosts a seminar called “My Body, 
God’s Design,” which is a sexual education class from a bibli-
cal worldview for fifth graders and their parents. Several parents 
and students from our church have made use of this resource in 
the past few years, and the feedback has been very positive. It’s 

provided good opportunities for parents to talk about important 
topics, and some have found that it’s been good for kids from 
our church to attend this together 
3) Parenting Teenagers: For parents of teenagers—you’re 

not going to like this—but I’d say you’re better off assuming that 
your kid is viewing porn and/or being solicited for inappropriate 
photos, rather than that they’re not. All the stats out there support 
that assumption. This is not to falsely accuse your child, but to 
be aware that in 2019, to not exercise vigilance in this area is to 
have one’s head in the sand. So, what can you do about it?  
Here are some ideas: 

a) Consider the culture of your home: 
Make spaces and times where screens are 
allowed, and where they’re not. This will take 
some fight on the front end, but over time can 
become habit. Have a family computer in the 
main living space with the screen easily visible. 
Don’t allow kids to hole up in their bedroom with 
screens. Use a docking station at night. I’m 
not suggesting that you become the screen-
gestapo, only that you give intentional thought 
to whether you are fostering a culture of light or 
darkness in your home. 
b) Use restrictions: Giving a teen unfet-

tered access to the internet is reckless. Even 
Apple—under no biblical conviction as far as I 
know—understands the importance of regulat-
ing access to illicit images and has provided 
capabilities to “fence” inappropriate material.   
At a minimum, parental restrictions via a pass-
code should be put on your kid’s phone. I en-
courage you to take the time to research how 
to utilize parental restrictions. Your teenager 
is probably more tech-savvy than you but that 
doesn’t mean that you should throw up your 
hands and give up. We spend all kinds of time 
in our lives learning about and researching 

things that don’t matter (Fantasy Football, furniture on Wayfair?), 
let’s be diligent and vigilant in learning how to shepherd our kids.  
Do some googling, watch a few YouTube videos and if you still 
don’t know how to use restrictions—just ask to someone under 
30 in our church for help. 
c) Look at your kid’s phone: Again, I’m not saying you need 

to be all-up-in-their-biz, but if they’re under your roof, you can 
look at their phone. Set it up from the get-go as a rule that you 
can access their phone at any time, and if they don’t allow it, 
take it away. That should get their attention. Most parents would 
never allow their kids to say, “You can never enter my room.”  
Yet, many parents allow that same rationale when it comes to a 
kid’s phone. It’s not off limits.  
d) Utilize the Dumbphone (non-internet accessible 

phone, i.e. Flip phone): Here’s the one that is going to make 
you most weird, but I think it could be a huge help. Start your 
kids with a dumbphone. With a basic phone, which you can get 
for $25-40, they can make calls and send texts without photos, 
which is really all they need to do. Getting a dumbphone is not 

Dear Christ CC Family,

Jr. High See You At The Pole Over 20 kids attended on Sep-
tember 25 to pray for the upcoming school year!

See You at the Pole

August Baptisms

Lacey Kiefer shared 
her testimony and got 
baptized on August 25.

Ashlyn Stone shared 
her testimony and got 
baptized on August 11. 

Practical 
tools, 

resources, 
and 

encouragements 
to equip you 

to fight for purity 
and 

to shepherd 
your children 

through 
the 

hyper-sexualized 
21st century. 

continued on page 3.

Moms Group Day Care Surprise

ΜMoms group is held on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall. 
All moms are invited to study the Bible and to fellowship with one another. Childcare is 
available. On this particular morning, Linda Hartzler brought a fun surprise for the kids! 
If you would like more information about Moms groups or would like to help with child-
care, please contact Susan Laiming at susan.laiming@yahoo.com.

Praying for Redeemer Community Church (Minonk Church Plant)
Prayer Update from Pastor Erik Johnson (from weekly blog):

1. We rescheduled our Meat and Greet to Oct 
12 due to a benefit that’s taking place in town 
on the 5th at the same time we were going to 
have our event. Pray for great conversations 
and for people to know they are loved. 

2. Pray for our family and the launch team, that 
the Lord would protect us from our spiritual en-
emies and give us the endurance we need to 
stand firm in the battle. Ephesians 6:12-20 can 
be a helpful prayer guide.

3. Pray for our family as we seek to intention-
ally add more times of rest and exercise into 
our schedule.

THANK YOU for your partnership in the gospel by faithfully praying for us!
(Colossians 4:2-4; 2 Thessalonians 3:1)

“Jumbo” is an old slag pile left from Mi-
nonk’s coal mining days on the northeast 
end of town. Bree and Lyle and I walked 
to it on Tuesday morning. It’s a little over a 
mile from our house.
I took the morning “off” because it was a 
beautiful day and we needed some fresh 
air and some exercise, and what we ulti-
mately got was a refreshed perspective.  
As we sat at the bench on top of Jumbo, 
Bree and I prayed together while we looked 
out at the view you see in this picture. And 
as we prayed, the Lord gently reminded 
me of some things.
1. Our God is amazing. The site from “Jum-
bo” is beautiful! On the way up to Jumbo, 
we walked through a wooded path and 
saw swarms of hundreds of Monarch but-
terflies getting ready to migrate.
2. Minonk takes up a tiny portion of this view. 
In the grand scheme of things, the Lord has 
called me to one place in this world to reach 
those around me with the gospel and move 

outward from there. That feels doable.
3. There’s more ground here than I can cover 
on my own, spiritually and physically. Even 
though it’s one place, I can’t reach the 
roughly 2,000 people in Minonk, let alone 
the roughly 6,000 people in the Fieldcrest 
School District on my own. I’m so grateful 
for the team of people God has gathered 
alongside my family and united us to the 
same cause - to make Christ known here.
4. On top of Jumbo, everywhere you look in 
any direction, there are corn and bean fields. 
What a reminder that the harvest is plenti-
ful. Keep praying for more workers.
5. This pause was good for us (we brought 
all of the kids back up after school). We’re 
feeling the physical toll of all that’s gone 
on in the last two years. We need more 
breathers and exercise moving forward.
6. Some of the physical toll we’re feeling is 
from a very real spiritual enemy who wants 
to drain our endurance and get us to quit Eph. 
6:12-20. Our strength is Christ alone, and he 

works powerfully in us as we abide in him 
Col. 1:28-29; John 15; 2 Cor. 12:9-10.

7. For the believer, weakness doesn’t have 
to be a cause for alarm. It can actually be a 
sign of health. The  beauty of the gospel is 
that it never requires us to pretend like ev-
erything is awesome (you’re welcome for 
getting the Lego movie song in your head). 
The gospel actually gives us the freedom 
to be honest about the realities of our lives, 
because the gospel lifts our eyes from 
those realities and sets them firmly on Je-
sus Christ and his promises. We’re aware 
of our circumstances, but we don’t dwell 
in them. No, we dwell in the shadow of the 
Almighty, and he dwells within us.
8. The Lord of glory will rescue people here 
from darkness and bring them into the light 
of his kingdom through the gospel of his Son. 
His kingdom will advance, he will build his 
church, and not even the gates of Hades 
can overcome it. We’re ready to walk back 
down that hill into the battlefield.
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October
Milestones
Birthdays
 1 Kris Bridgers
 1 Charlene Defenbaugh
 2 Seth Zeller
 3 Hannah Kaupp
 3 Emersyn Kelly
 5 Kenny Kuerth
 7 Eli Meiss
 7 Kelly Mool
7 Guy Schultz
 8 Dan Erwin
8 Justin Palmer
8 Alan Schoppet
10 Kellie Bullard
10 Steve Carls
10 Heather Gentes
10 Mercy Huette
 10 Grace Kaisner
 10 Jordan Krone
10 Heidi Welsch
11 Marge Todd
11 Mattie Wallace
12 Eden Stauter
14 Ron Mool
15 Sarah Meiss
16 Chuck Carroll
16 Landon Feit
16 Becky Roth
17 Brandon Smith
20 Mandy Fehr
22 Todd Morrison
 23 Shelby Finck
23 Katie Kurz
23 Dyllan Palmer
23 Carolyn Raber
24 Erin Kaupp
25 Betty J. Hardman
26 Denny Sherrill
30 Amanda Krone
31 Denise Benedict

Anniversaries
 4 Don & Kay Anderson
 5 Guy & Cari Schultz
 7 David & Chris Zeller
 11 Brandon & Amanda Smith
14 Chris & Heather Gentes
19 Tony & Tiffney Palmer
21 Jimmy & Kris Bridgers
23 Justin & Becca Kaisner

Attendance & Offering
9.1 333   $8,304
9.8 290   $8,109
9.15 354         $11,646
9.22 373   $5,490

2018 Jr. High Lock-in Over 30 Jr. High stu-
dents attended the 2018 Lock-in! The night 
was filled with games, food  and four Gos-
pel presentations.   

Do you enjoy singing Christmas carols and holiday mu-
sic?  If so, you’ll love singing with our holiday choir which 
begins on Wednesday, December 4 in our sanctuary. Re-
hearsals generally run 90 minutes. Dates are listed to the 
right, however times are still TBD.

Greg Allen will be directing our choir again this year! If 
you have not been a part of our choir in the past, please 
contact our Worship Director, Tammy Sanders, to get your 
name and email address added to her contacts for re-
hearsal notifications and other information. You can email 
Tammy at tamsanders911@gmail.com or text her at 309-
824-8828. No musical background or experience is re-
quired.  Just come sing with us!

Join Our
 Holiday Choir

Rehearsals
Wed 12/4

Wed 12/11  
Sun  12/18  

Performances
Sun  12/22  9:00 am 
Sun  12/24  7:00 pm
Christmas Eve service

. . . in the midst of the congregation,
I will praise you. Psalm 22:22

2019 Holiday Choir Schedule 
(All rehearsals are 

held in our sanctuary)

What to Bring
Bible, sleeping bag, pillow, change of 
clothes and toiletries. No electronic devices 
or cell phones. The leaders will have their 
phones in case of emergency.

Doors Open/Pickup
Friday, November 1 @ 7pm
Saturday, November 2 @ 10am

Food will be provided throughout the night 
along with breakfast in the morning. Please 
eat dinner before attending on Friday night.

Costumes
Adults and children are in-
vited to dress up in friendly 

costumes!

Food
4-5:30 pm - Light dinner 

for the whole family 

Fun Activities
Games, hayrack rides, 

giant inflatables!

Treats & Volunteers 
Needed! 

We need cookies, cakes, 
& LOTS of candy! 

Please bring candy any 
time in October.

Sign Up 
Table in Fellowship Hall 
throughout October to 
volunteer and to bring 

cookies and cake.

Questions? See Jonna 
Strauch - jkrone13@yahoo.

com

Harvest Party!
Sunday, October 27 - Time: TBD

Jr. High Lock-In

Monthly Prayer Meeting
Sunday, October 6 at 7 pm

Our Prayer Services are held on the first Sunday of every month 
in the Sanctuary. This is a time for the faith family to come together 
and pray for the different ministries throughout Christ CC, the local 
churches in our area and for the missionaries we support across 
the world. A typical Sunday night will have a mixture of topics to 
pray for and worship songs to help lift our affections to the Lord. 
Everyone is invited!

Authentic 
Worship

One Another Meals
Sunday, November 10 from 5-7 pm

One 
Another

Everyone who attends Christ Community is welcome to join in on 
our One Another Meals. Our One Another Meals take place once 
a quarter. Each group is chosen randomly and the host is respon-
sible for contacting each member of the group the week before the 
meal. Each meal includes 8-10 people. The host prepares the main 
course and asks others in the group to bring side dishes. If you 
would like to participate in our One Another Meals please contact 
Denise Benedict at (309) 747-3299 or at benedict@gridcom.net.

Our New Member’s Class has two parts. The class will be held 
in the Sanctuary during the Sunday School hour from 10:30-11:15 
am. If you are interested in learning more about Christ CC, come 
check it out. We hope to see you there!

New Member’s Class
Sunday, October 20 & 27 at 10:30 am

Spiritual 
Growth

Christ Community’s Church Adoption Fund
In 2011, we began an adoption fund for  Christ Community families who wanted to adopt but found the 
financial cost to be a barrier. We partnered with Lifesong for Orphans who administers adoption plans for 
other churches too.
The Church Adoption Fund can be used to help 

with the costs of adoption, for post-adoption coun-
seling and other orphan care. 

Lifesong is not an 
adoption agency. 
Rather, they assist 
families in funding 
adoptions through 
m a t c h i n g - g r a n t s 

and interest-free loans. Because the demand for 
adoption assistance has been so great in recent 
years, Lifesong began setting up Church Funds to 
ensure that more financial assistance is available. 
In a Church Fund, Lifesong does all screening of 
interested families and makes a recommendation 
for how the Church can best financially assist the 
family. 
The concept of adoption began with our Heav-

enly Father who adopts believers by faith in the 

work of His Son. Therefore, the physical adoption 
of orphans is a reflection of the spiritual adoption 
that believers receive from God. With over 147 
million orphaned children worldwide, the need is 
great for children to not only have a family, but also 
receive the blessing of growing up in a Christian 
home. The Bible gives a clear mandate to care for 
orphans. 
The Church Adoption Fund is the product of our 

“Beautiful Feet” core value which emphasizes 
making disciples of all nations. Partnering with 
Lifesong offers the added value of working with a 
local like-minded ministry.  
The funds currently available for Christ Communi-

ty families is $4,011.93. Our Local Outreach team 
serves as Christ Community’s adoption advo-
cates. If you are interested in learning more about 
our Adoption Fund and process please see Pastor 
Andy Huette.

only a protective step for their purity, but 
also from all the other smartphone related 
issues that are commonplace: anxiety, 
FOMO, addiction, loss of ability to com-
municate in person, isolation, etc.  One of 
the main arguments I’ve heard for giving a 
smartphone to a teen goes like this: “Well, 
I can’t protect them forever. Sooner or later 
they’re going to be exposed to that stuff.” 
But this is not sound rationale. Imagine if 
we applied that logic to other areas of our 
kids’ lives: “Well, sooner or later they’re 
going to be exposed to health insurance 
premiums so I just figured I’d start hav-
ing my kid pay their own premium in 6th 
grade.” We understand in so many areas 
of life that kids are not yet ready for cer-
tain responsibilities, but when it comes to 
phones we reason, “Well, I can’t protect 
them forever.” True. But you can wait a bit 
until they evidence some maturity, discernment, re-
sponsibility and until they might be old enough to 
realize the call of Christ on their life to holiness. 
4) For Adults: Sexual impurity is not just a prob-

lem our teens are facing. It’s alive and well in both 
men and women of all ages. If you are an adult who 
is regularly tempted or regularly engages in some 
form of sexual impurity, I want to encourage you to 
believe that Jesus Christ can help you overcome.  
First and foremost, you must believe and preach 
the Gospel to yourself. The condemnation of your 
sin has been paid for by Jesus finally and in full on 
the cross (Rom. 8:1). If you don’t believe this first 
and foremost, you’ll remain in darkness. It’s only 
in the freedom of grace, having been cleansed by 
God, that one is freed to acknowledge sin, enlist 
others in the fight, and continually run to the light. 
If you struggle with purity, one of the most impor-

tant steps you can take after trusting in Christ, is 
to confess your sin to a trusted brother or sister in 

Christ. Part of our One Another core value 
is James 5:16 which says, “Confess your 
sins to one another and pray for one an-
other that you may be healed.” Regular 
prayer, accountability, and friendship that 
is grace-driven is an essential tool God 
has provided for freedom. Another help-
ful step for those who are particularly en-
slaved in internet impurity is to—as Jesus 
said—“Gouge out the eye” (Mt. 5:29). Just 
as an alcoholic cannot keep a supply of 
booze in the fridge and expect to over-
come, neither can someone who has been 
enslaved to pornography have access to 
it. This will look different in different cir-
cumstances, but for many, I’d encourage 
a subscription to Covenant Eyes Internet 
Accountability. As far as I know, Covenant 
Eyes is the most up-to-date, best-selling 
internet accountability tool on the market. 

Covenant Eyes has a web browser that monitors 
all web activity and sends a report to account-
ability partners of one’s choosing. I’m sure there 
are other products out there, but Covenant Eyes 
is worth checking out. Some of these products will 
cost some money, but I can’t think of a better “of-
fering” we can make with our money than to invest 
it in armor for the fight of faith. 
I believe that all the practices mentioned above 

are helpful and needed, but ultimately the greatest 
way to overcome impurity in your life is to feast on 
that which is far more satisfying. The Puritan Thom-
as Chalmers wrote about “the expulsive power of 
a greater affection.” The glory of God in Christ is a 
greater affection and as we “taste and see that the 
Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8) our palate changes and 
we no longer desire the paltry fare of this world.  
Be encouraged, church: There is a tidal wave im-

purity against us in this world, but “He who is in you 
is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

“He 
who is 
in you 

is 
greater 

than 
he 

who is 
in the 
world” 

1 John 4:4

Andy’s letter continued.

Download the CCC app and see all upcoming events 
going on at the church. Open the app store and search 
“CCC of Gridley.” Once downloaded, click “Calendar” on 
the home screen to view the events and click on the spe-
cific event to find more detail.

Christ CC App


