WEDDINGS

Weddings at Christ Community Church

The goal at Christ Community Church is to help couples understand God’s design for marriage
and to help each party involved prepare to be faithful for better or worse in lifelong fidelity. To
this end, Christ Community Church asks all couples to agree to the following expectations, which
are intended to help couples build a lasting, beautiful marriage.

¢ Both parties must demonstrate a genuinely submissive spirit to the pastoral guid-
ance they receive.

e Couples should expect to participate in premarital counseling (typically four ses-
sions). Some of the sessions will require that the couple do reading and homework
in preparation for the session. Couples must put forth a good-faith effort to maxi-
mize the premarital counseling sessions.

e The couple will be expected to understand and embrace a biblical covenant of mar-
riage (a commitment for life, vowed before God).

e Given the clear statement of Scripture (2 Corinthians 6:14), Christ Community
Church cannot marry a believer to one who is not yet a believer.

e Local churches help nurture Christian marriage. Therefore, couples must give evi-
dence of a commitment to actively participate in a local church family.

e Couples are required to seek sexual purity in their relationship. Those who are living
together will be expected to establish separate residences and pursue sexual purity
for the duration of the engagement.

e Each couple is expected to be truthful throughout the premarital process. Further,
if either party has previously been divorced, the circumstances of the divorce should
be disclosed.

The aim of the premarital process is to not only prepare for a very special God-glorifying wed-
ding ceremony, but also prepare the couple for a lifetime of healthy marriage. Please contact
the church office (309-747-2299) with additional questions about weddings at Christ Community
Church.
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Living Together Prior to Marriage

Couples desiring to get married at Christ Community Church will be expected to agree to a cov-
enant of purity throughout the engagement. Because God gave sex as a gift to be enjoyed be-
tween one man and one woman in the context of a marriage covenant, couples will be expected
to seek absolute purity until they are married. (Ephesians 5:3).

Additionally, couples who are living together will be asked to establish separate residences until
they are married. While establishing separate residences does not guarantee purity and, con-
versely, living together does not necessarily mean that a couple is sexually active, the Council of
Elders believes this to be the wisest course of action for the following reasons:

¢ The church has the duty and privilege of teaching God’s design for marriage, sexual
purity, and covenantal love to the local body of believers in Gridley as well as the
community at-large. Allowing cohabiting couples to get married in the church sends
a mixed message to the local community, and our church members, because it is
contrary to our teaching.

e Establishing separate residences sends a tangible message to friends and family that
a couple is serious about seeking to enter their marriage in purity. While some may
ridicule a couple’s decision to live separately until they are married or find it unnec-
essary, the Council of Elders believes that this testimony of purity is honoring to the
Lord.

¢ The Council of Elders believes that living together heightens the temptation to break
the purity covenant and establishing separate residences is one way of intentionally
“making no provision for the flesh.”

¢ Inrelation to sexual purity, the Scriptures say, “‘Everything is permissible,” but not
everything is beneficial.” While it may be theoretically permissible to live together,
the Council of Elders believes—based on the aforementioned reasons—that it is not
beneficial.

e The way that the church can best serve marriages is by upholding God’s standards
for our lives in the Bible because His Word is “a lamp unto our feet and light unto our
path” (Ps. 119:105). His commands are not intended to steal joy, but to maximize it.
When individuals turn from past sins in repentance, and seek to walk in His ways, it
leads to abundant life.

The Council of Elders wants to assist couples considering marriage and desiring to commit to
purity and establishing separate residences. The church will assist in finding a new place to stay,
helping with rent, or finding volunteers to help with the move to separate residences. The church
considers it a privilege to invest in Christian marriage!
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Wedding Policies

The church office will schedule all weddings at Christ Community Church. This will alleviate any
conflicts or misunderstandings with different groups or activities in the church. The wedding date
and rehearsal must be added to the master church calendar.

No weddings or rehearsals will be scheduled during a time that interferes with ongoing church
events.

Requirements

Couples desiring to be married at Christ Community Church must complete pre-marital counsel-
ing with a pastor or someone agreed to by Christ Community Church pastoral staff. Christian
marriage should not be entered into lightly or unadvisedly, and sound pre-marital counseling will
be a good investment for the couple. All weddings conducted at Christ Community Church must
be approved by the Council of Elders. An individual pastor may decline to officiate a wedding in
obedience to his conscience.

If the couple would like a non-Christ Community pastor to participate in the ceremony, the deci-
sion on such participation will be made by the Council of Elders.

Decorating Requirements
When decorating, the following items should be observed:
1. All candles used must be dripless.

2. Anything secured to the pews, must not scratch, damage or leave an adhesive on the
pews.

The piano may not be moved from its normal position in the sanctuary.

4. Any item removed from its normal position in the sanctuary, must be replaced after the
wedding. The sanctuary and all items in it must be left in the same condition/position as
it was prior to the wedding.

5. All music and audio-visual sound equipment will be removed by a representative from
Christ Community Church.

Clean-Up

No confetti or rice is to be thrown inside or outside of the building. Birdseed, flower petals or
bubbles outside the building are recommended. Flower petals for the aisle cloth may be used in
the processional. No food may be taken into the sanctuary.

The couple should designate someone to be responsible for all items and clothing brought into
the church. All areas used for the wedding must be restored to their original state.

Guidelines

The guidelines stated in the Building Policy (Section C.10) apply to weddings, rehearsal dinners,
and receptions taking place on the premises of Christ Community Church.
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Wedding Application

This application should be completed and returned to the Church Office at least six weeks prior
to the desired wedding date.

Requested date: Time:
Bride: Phone:
Groom: Phone:

Will the reception be held at the church? Yes No Reception time:

The church sanctuary seats approximately 350 people. The piano is available for use along with
flower stands and candlelabras.

Member / Regular Church Attendee Wedding Ceremony $100
Non-Member Wedding Ceremony $400

The wedding ceremony rate includes a rehearsal and wedding-day use of the church. The rate
does not include use of the building for a wedding reception or rehearsal dinner.

Check should be written to Christ Community Church and given to the church secretary.

Other Services

Separate checks should be written for the pastor, wedding coordinator, pianist, and audio/visual
support. These checks may be given to the individual or the church secretary.

Wedding Coordinator (optional) - $50
Pianist (optional) - $50
Vocalist (optional) - $50
Audio/Visual Support (required) - $50
Wedding Coordinator: Specific arrangements should be made with the coordinator.

Pianist: The church can assist in providing a pianist given sufficient time. If using a pianist from
outside of the church, they will need to check with the Church Office to receive instructions to
use the electronic grand piano.

Vocalist: The church can assist in providing a vocalist given sufficient time.

Audio/Visual Support: Church representative is required to operate the A/V equipment
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Waiver of Liability

The Christ Community Church building has been designed and built to serve not only its congregation but
also the surrounding communities. Although the congregation welcomes and even encourages the facili-
ties to be used by non-members, the congregation cannot accept liability risk beyond what is covered by
existing insurance policies. To enable building usage beyond its members, this waiver of liability must be
signed by the individual or group representative requesting to use the facilities.

By signing this document, Christ Community Church and its membership will be held harmless in the case
of accident or injury during the specific event requested. In addition, signing this document indicates ac-
cident or injury insurance coverage is in force for the group and/or individual. Under no circumstances
shall Christ Community Church be responsible or liable for any loss, damage or costs to the person or
persons utilizing the church facilities.

Group:

Activity / Event:

Planned Date(s):

Group Representative: Tel.:

Signature: Date:

Participant name:

Signature: Date:

If participant is under 18 yrs of age, Parent / Guardian signature required.

Parent / Guardian name:

Signature: Date:

Church Representative: Date:

Questions: Call (309) 747-2299
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Building Use Policy

Christ Community Church has been designed and built for and by its congregation as a house of Christian
worship, fellowship and service. Under no circumstances may an activity be scheduled that would violate
Christ Community Church’s doctrinal beliefs, Statement of Faith, constitution, membership covenant, or
policy handbook.

The church facilities may also be scheduled for planned activities such as family gatherings, community
social activities, seminars, meetings and other special events. Requests to use the church facilities should
be made with as much advanced notice as possible through the church office by completing the Building
Use Request form.

The requested activity must be done in reference to the church calendar of events. Church sponsored
events take precedence over non-church activities. Scheduling will be done on a first-come first-served
basis. Failure to do so, may preclude the requested date being available. Any scheduling conflict between
two church events is to be resolved by the church secretary and/or Sr. Pastor.

Overall Guidelines

e Church related activities take precedence in scheduling all events. Christ Community Church
reserves the right to cancel any event if it is in conflict with a church-related ministry event.

¢ The code for entry into the building via the Little Lambs door will be given (if required) prior
to the event. Instructions for opening the doors with the allen wrench lock will be provided.
The party using the building must lock the building when done.

¢ Food is not to be taken into the sanctuary.

¢ No alcohol orillegal substances are allowed in the church building or on parking lot premises.
¢ Modest attire will be worn at all times. Everyone will wear shirts for all activities.

¢ Kitchen use must be requested at the time of reservation.

e The group representative responsible for the event/activity must ensure that all people pres-
ent remain in the rooms requested on the building use form.

e All parties must clean-up the facility and arrange the room chairs, tables, and equipment to
the condition prior to the event.

e The group representative for non-church event/activities must sign a Waiver of Liability form.

¢ |f accidents occur, they should be reported immediately to the group representative who
signed the Waiver of Liability form. The church office should be notified within 24 hours. All
damages incurred are the responsibility of those using the facility.

e Sporting activities require the group representative sign the Waiver of Liability form and each
participant must also sign a Waiver of Liability (if under age 18, parent / guardian must sign).

e At least one adult (21 yrs or older) must be present with minors (under 18 yrs of age). Excep-
tions, depending on the activity, may be made with permission from the Finance Deacon.
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¢ All game activities will be played in a sensible fashion with no excessive force.
¢ Music must not contain explicit lyrics and the volume should be keep at an acceptable level.
e Showers in the restrooms are for emergency purposes only and should not be used.

e All lights must be turned off when leaving and thermostats set with temperature settings
appropriate for the season.

e Christ Community Church is not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged items.
e Failure to follow the established building use guidelines may result in the loss of deposit, ad-
ditional charges or loss of future building use privileges.
Use of Property

No furniture or equipment may be taken from the premises without first obtaining permission from the
Finance Deacon.
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