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Guide Overview | 5

Within this guide, you'll find passages of Scripture, discussion questions,

prayers, action points, and more to accompany your weekly group meetings as

we walk through the book of Joshua together. This guide has been designed to

support weekly group meetings. We encourage you to complete each section

alongside two or more people. 

Group Leaders may use this guide within group discussion time and prayer.

We encourage you to take up different prayer postures each week as you pray

through the weekly prayers. You can find suggested prayer postures on the 

 following page.  

Share your God story with us through email or on social media. We want to

share and celebrate how God is moving within our church family, as you dive

into the Joshua guide.  

stories@anchorchurchonline.org  |  @anchorchurchonline

We pray this guide blesses your discussions, fans the flame of your faith, and

draws you closer in communion with God and others. 

G U I D E  O V E R V I E W



6 | Postures of Prayer 

Postures express attitudes of the heart. Throughout Scripture, we can see various

examples of prayer postures. Posture yourself in one of the various prayer positions as

you pray together. 

Kneeling or Bowing: submitting to authority; a sign of earnest appeal; conveys honor,

gratitude, and reverence

Palms Open & Facing Upwards: open to receiving and hearing from the Lord 

Standing: represents our position in Christ's righteousness 

Looking Up to Heaven: confident faith in where our help comes from; an open and

trusting relationship 

Stretching Forth the Hands: seeking God's mercy and blessing; intercession and

worship 

Dancing or Leaping for Joy: expression of great inward joy 

Lying Prostrate: humility; recognition of our need for God's mercy 

P O S T U R E S

O F  P R A Y E R



How To Lectio Divina | 7 

Lectio Divina is an ancient spiritual practice from the Christian monastic tradition. It is

the practice of “divine reading” or praying Scripture. It involves a balance of silence and

God’s Word, seeking to encounter God as He speaks directly and personally through His

Word. It involves listening to a short passage, setting aside understanding and analysis,

and opening oneself to receive God’s Word expectantly and passively.

Process 

Read the passage four times, paying attention to different aspects of the passage as it is

read.

First & Second Reading

Read the passage aloud, twice, attentively listening for words or phrases that stick out.

The purpose of this reading is to hear the text and listen for a word, phrase, or idea that

captures your attention.

Third Reading

Focus your attention on that word, phrase, or idea, repeating it to yourself silently as the

passage is read aloud a third time. After the third reading and a time of silent reflection,

share what you have heard with the group.

Fourth Reading

Listen during the fourth reading on what God is inviting you to do or become. After the

reading and a time of silent reflection, share with  the group what God is calling to you.

L E C T I O  D I V I N A
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THE PRESENCE OF
GOD WITH US

9

JOSHUA 1 : 1 -9



1 After the death of Moses the Lord’s servant, the Lord spoke to

Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant. He said, 2 “Moses my servant

is dead. Therefore, the time has come for you to lead these people,

the Israelites, across the Jordan River into the land I am giving

them. 3 I promise you what I promised Moses: ‘Wherever you set

foot, you will be on land I have given you 4 from the Negev

wilderness in the south to the Lebanon mountains in the north,

from the Euphrates River in the east to the Mediterranean Sea in

the west, including all the land of the Hittites.’ 5 No one will be able

to stand against you as long as you live. For I will be with you as I

was with Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you.

6 “Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead

these people to possess all the land I swore to their ancestors I

would give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to

obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from

them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be

successful in everything you do. 8 Study this Book of Instruction

continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to

obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and

succeed in all you do. 9 This is my command—be strong and

courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your

God is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:1-9 NLT



The Presence of God With Us | 11 

Transitions can be turbulent and dangerous, and Israel was facing a massive transition

as they stood on the edge of Canaan. They were longing for a home and for rest. Yet,

across the Jordan River lay a land of fierce nations they now needed to defeat. This was

a new, young generation of Israel to whom Canaan was a glorious rumor now becoming

an imposing reality. They were a nation of wanderers that needed to become warriors.

And yet their trusted leader, Moses, was dead. In this time of transition it was up to a new

man, Joshua, to bring them home.

Joshua is a favorite biblical hero of many, a man of courage and faith who exemplifies all

the best traits of godly leadership. “Be courageous, like Joshua!” we say. Google

“Leadership Lessons from Joshua” and you’ll get hundreds of hits. Is this what the book

of Joshua is truly about? Life lessons and moral encouragement to dig in, try harder,

and muster our own strength to prove our worth to God?

When we look more closely at this book, we find something different. God gives Joshua

his first instructions and tells him how to have success in the opening nine verses, all

summed up in the last: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not

be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you

go.” In our time and country, one that has celebrated strength and courage from the

days of George Washington through John Wayne to Tony Stark, it’s “strength and

courage” that stand out in that verse. But the book of Joshua can in many ways be

thought of as one long, extended comment on the last piece of that verse: “The Lord

your God is with you wherever you go.”

W E E K  O N E



12 | The Presence of God With Us 

This book doesn’t give us leadership lessons so much as it shows us that God is our

true and faithful leader: the one who will never leave us or forsake us, the one who

makes promises and keeps them, the one who holds us accountable, and, yet, showers us

with mercy. This book isn’t meant to inspire you to summon your own courage and

prove yourself worthy of God’s love; it shows you that God is unshakably committed

to those that trust Him, a source of courage and comfort for them as they pursue God’s

purposes in the world. And this book isn’t meant to cause us to sing the praises of Joshua,

but of God - as characters like Rahab and the Gibeonites will show us.

Framed that way, the book’s relevance for a 21st century Christian comes into focus.

Joshua and these Israelites lived over 3,500 years ago, and our lives don’t look much like

theirs. But the truths about our God remain the same. He is still the foundation of our

courage and comfort. In the midst of all our tribulations, Jesus says, “you may have

peace” (John 16:33) because He has overcome the world and will never depart from us.

The purpose of our lives is still the fame of God’s name “so that in the coming ages He

might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus”

(Ephesians 2:7). And the courageous path through life, for leaders and followers alike, is

still walking in the good works He has laid out for us (Ephesians 2:10), leaning into the

gifts the Spirit gives us (Galatians 5:22-23), and pursuing God’s will, our sanctification (1

Thessalonians 4:3). Through all of that, only one thing can carry us through: the theme of

Joshua, the name of our Savior, Immanuel, “God with us.”

J O S H U A  1 : 1 - 9



Discussion Questions | 13

What are some things you look for in a good leader? Do you look for different

things in leaders at work than you do in leaders at church? Why are these the

qualities you think make a good leader?

Are there any times in your past that you’ve been afraid to do something that

you felt God calling you to do? How does God’s promise to be present with us

change how we face our fears?

In Verses 6-9, God frames courage as dwelling on His Word, constantly

meditating on it, and carrying it out. Why might He describe doing this as being

“strong and courageous?” What kinds of fears and dangers might we face today

if we're committed to God’s Word? 

In Verse 8, God tells Joshua to always have God’s Word in his mouth and to

meditate on it. Meaning, it's to be talked about and meditated on in community as

they seek to carry out God’s purposes. How do we usually select and shape our

own purpose? How should God’s Word and the redeemed community change

how we do this?

As you’ve seen God’s definition of courage in this passage, who can you

encourage this week?

D I S C U S S I O N
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Romans 8:31-39

31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who

can ever be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up

for us all, won’t he also give us everything else? 33 Who dares accuse us whom God

has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with

himself. 34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and

was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand,

pleading for us.

35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer

loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute,

or in danger, or threatened with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake

we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) 37 No, despite all

these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.

38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither

death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our

worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s

love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all

creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in

Christ Jesus our Lord.



Grant to us, Lord,

that we may set our hope on Your name

which is the primal source of all creation,

and open the eyes of our hearts,

that we may know You,

who alone dwells in the highest heavens,

holy in the holy,

who lays low the insolence of the proud,

who sets the lowly on high,

and brings the lofty low,

who makes rich and makes poor,

who kills and makes alive,

who alone is the Benefactor of spirits

and the God of all flesh,

who looks into the abyss,

who scans the works of man,

the provider of those who are in peril,

the Savior of those who are in despair,

the Creator and Overseer of every spirit,

who multiplies the nations on earth,

and has chosen out from all men those that love You

through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son,

through whom You instructed us, sanctified us, and honored us.

O Lord, You alone are able to do these things

and things far better than these for us.

We praise You through the High Priest and Guardian of our souls,

Jesus Christ, through whom be the glory and the majesty

to You both now and for all generations

and forever and ever. Amen.

P R A Y E R

First Letter of Clement to the Corinthians



Mosaic of scenes from Santa Maria Maggiore circa 432-40. This is the first of seven
panels showing the crossing of the Jordan and the spies at Jericho. Joshua is the

foremost figure on the right, upper scene watching as the priests approach the river.



Find someone this week who needs

some encouragement to trust God,

and encourage them. 

It might be giving a college student a call

or sending a care package with a note to

encourage them to stay in God’s Word.

It might be a friend who’s facing a

tragedy or a difficult challenge who

needs to be taken out for a cup of coffee

so that you can encourage and pray

with them.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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THE LORD 
HAS GIVEN

JOSHUA 1 : 10-18  &  JOSHUA 2

19



10 Joshua then commanded the officers of Israel, 11 “Go through the

camp and tell the people to get their provisions ready. In three days

you will cross the Jordan River and take possession of the land the

Lord your God is giving you.”

12 Then Joshua called together the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the

half-tribe of Manasseh. He told them, 13 “Remember what Moses, the

servant of the Lord, commanded you: ‘The Lord your God is giving

you a place of rest. He has given you this land.’ 14 Your wives,

children, and livestock may remain here in the land Moses assigned to

you on the east side of the Jordan River. But your strong warriors,

fully armed, must lead the other tribes across the Jordan to help them

conquer their territory. Stay with them 15 until the Lord gives them

rest, as he has given you rest, and until they, too, possess the land the

Lord your God is giving them. Only then may you return and settle

here on the east side of the Jordan River in the land that Moses, the

servant of the Lord, assigned to you.”

16 They answered Joshua, “We will do whatever you command us,

and we will go wherever you send us. 17 We will obey you just as we

obeyed Moses. And may the Lord your God be with you as he was

with Moses. 18 Anyone who rebels against your orders and does not

obey your words and everything you command will be put to death.

So be strong and courageous!”

Joshua 1:10-18 NLT
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There’s a word that keeps getting repeated in this opening chapter of Joshua, like a

drumbeat setting the rhythm of the Israelite’s march toward Canaan. “Give.” God

repeats it again and again to Joshua: “Go over this Jordan, you and all these people,

into the land that I am giving to them… Every place that the sole of your foot will tread

upon I have given to you… Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause these

people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.” Joshua picks up

the beat. When he addresses the Israelite elders and the tribes he repeats it five times

in Verses 10-18. “God is giving you this land… God is giving you this land… God is

giving you this land… God is giving you this land… God is giving you this land.”

The Psalmist tells us “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all

its people belong to him” (Psalm 24:1). But He can’t keep it to Himself. He delights in

giving it to His people, right out of the biblical gates. He creates Adam and Eve and

then gives them to each other for companionship (Genesis 1:27; 3:12). He creates

trees and plants and gives them to humanity for food (Genesis 1:29). He gives a sign

to Noah of His covenantal love (Genesis 9:12). He gives Abraham a son and promises

to give that son a son who would father a nation that would be given Canaan as their

inheritance (Genesis 12:7). Now, on the borders of that promised land, He was

drumming the message into Israel’s head: “This is my gift to you… This is my gift to

you… This is my gift to you.”

Whatever doubts they had, God was already at work to answer. In Joshua 2, we

read that two spies cross into Canaan and nearly get caught in their very first stop.

W E E K  TW O
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They would have been executed, were it not for the Canaanite prostitute, Rahab. It’s

surprising enough that she hides them and risks her life and the lives of her family to

lie to her king and side with these foreign agents. But then, out of nowhere, it’s Rahab

who sounds the drum again: “I know that the Lord has given you this land…”

If Joshua were just a story about God giving gifts to Israel that alone would be worth

reading. But, these gifts were just shadows of the greater gift to come. “For this

is how God loved the world: He gave His one and only Son...” (John 3:16). The fact

that God is a giver gets personal in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus.

And the Son is just like His Father. Jesus loves to give us gifts. “I am leaving you with a

gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So

don’t be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27). “Come to me, all of you who are weary and

carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest“ (Matthew 11:28).

The book doesn’t end here, of course. There was still work to do; there were still

things to learn. But Israel gets the message. When the spies return, we hear it for the

first   time from an Israelite's mouth that isn’t Joshua. Floored by their encounter

with Rahab, they don’t even bother scouting out the rest of Canaan because they

don’t need to. “The Lord has given us the whole land” (Joshua 2:24). The gift had been

given. The time had come to unwrap it. So it is with us. God has already given us

His greatest gift, His Son. All that’s left is to receive it, and be grateful. “Since we

are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by

worshiping Him with holy fear and awe” (Hebrews 12:28).

J O S H U A  1 : 1 0 - 1 8
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If someone is giving us a gift, what is our responsibility? What is our

responsibility with the gift of salvation that God gives to us?

How does our perspective on life as a Christian change if we view these

things - salvation, good works, fruits of the spirit - as gifts rather than duties

we must fulfill or things we must earn?

In a world of anxieties, how do we integrate the truth that the battle is God’s

into our daily lives?

What does it look like to worship in the spirit of Hebrews 12:28 - in other

words, how do we give God “acceptable worship” motivated by gratitude?

Who do you know who needs to be told of God’s great gifts to them this

week? 

D I S C U S S I O N
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Ephesians 1:3-11

3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4

Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and

without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family

by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it

gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured

out on us who belong to his dear Son. 7 He is so rich in kindness and grace that he

purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He has

showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding.

9 God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to

fulfill his own good plan. 10 And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring

everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on

earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an

inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he makes everything work

out according to his plan.



1 Give thanks to the Lord

and proclaim his greatness.

  Let the whole world know what he has done.

2 Sing to him; yes, sing his praises.

    Tell everyone about his wonderful deeds.

3 Exult in his holy name; rejoice, you who

worship the Lord.

4 Search for the Lord and for his strength;

    continually seek him.

5 Remember the wonders he has performed,

    his miracles, and the rulings he has given,

6 you children of his servant Abraham,

    you descendants of Jacob, his chosen ones.

7 He is the Lord our God. His justice is seen

throughout the land.

8 He always stands by his covenant—

    the commitment he made to

a thousand generations.

9 This is the covenant he made with Abraham

 and the oath he swore to Isaac.

10 He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree,

 and to the people of Israel as a never-ending

covenant:

 

P R A Y E R

Psalm 105:1-15; 42-45

11 “I will give you the land of Canaan

 as your special possession.”

12 He said this when they were few in number,

    a tiny group of strangers in Canaan.

13 They wandered from nation to nation,

    from one kingdom to another.

14 Yet he did not let anyone oppress them.

    He warned kings on their behalf:

15 “Do not touch my chosen people,

    and do not hurt my prophets.”

 

42 For he remembered his sacred promise

to his servant Abraham.

43 So he brought his people out of Egypt with

joy 

his chosen ones with rejoicing.

44 He gave his people the lands of pagan

nations, and they harvested crops that others

had planted.

45 All this happened so they would follow his

decrees and obey his instructions.

Praise the Lord!

 



26 | Worship Through Song 

Oh The Cross - Upperroom

 

You carried the cross 

Upon Your back

Bleeding until Your final breath

Tears of blood, a crown of thorns

You gave it all, our sins You bore

Oh, there is no greater love

Oh, there is no greater love

Oh, the cross

What You've done

It was more than enough 

More than enough

Oh, the cross

What You've done

The power of Your blood

Was more than enough

WO R S H I P

T H R O U G H  S O N G

The sacrifice that changed history

The nails in Your hands

The hands that saved me

The grave was sealed

Death lost its sting

As the Lion roared in victory

Thank You

For breaking the bread of Your body

For spilling the wine of Your blood

Thank You

All my heart will sing forever

Scan to listen to Oh The Cross 

led by Upperroom. 



Take some time each morning or evening this

week to record three things you’re grateful for.

These can be as serious or as light-hearted as

you like, as long as they are things you’re truly

grateful for! 

Write them on a piece of paper, and spend a

few moments in prayer specifically thanking

God for these things each day. Then, next week,

bring them into worship with you. Spend a few

moments before worship begins reading

through that list. Remind yourself of all the

things you were grateful for. Offer a prayer of

thanksgiving to God, and carry that attitude

into your worship.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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COURAGE 
WITH GOD

JOSHUA 3 : 1 - 17

29



1 Early the next morning Joshua and all the Israelites left Acacia Grove

and arrived at the banks of the Jordan River, where they camped before

crossing. 2 Three days later the Israelite officers went through the camp,

3 giving these instructions to the people: “When you see the Levitical

priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, move out

from your positions and follow them. 4 Since you have never traveled

this way before, they will guide you. Stay about half a mile behind them,

keeping a clear distance between you and the Ark. Make sure you don’t

come any closer.”

5 Then Joshua told the people, “Purify yourselves, for tomorrow the

Lord will do great wonders among you.”

6 In the morning Joshua said to the priests, “Lift up the Ark of the

Covenant and lead the people across the river.” And so they started out

and went ahead of the people.

7 The Lord told Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you a great leader in

the eyes of all the Israelites. They will know that I am with you, just as I

was with Moses. 8 Give this command to the priests who carry the Ark of

the Covenant: ‘When you reach the banks of the Jordan River, take a few

steps into the river and stop there.’”

Joshua 3:1-17 NLT



9 So Joshua told the Israelites, “Come and listen to what the Lord your

God says. 10 Today you will know that the living God is among you. He

will surely drive out the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites,

Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites ahead of you. 11 Look, the Ark of the

Covenant, which belongs to the Lord of the whole earth, will lead you

across the Jordan River! 12 Now choose twelve men from the tribes of

Israel, one from each tribe. 13 The priests will carry the Ark of the Lord,

the Lord of all the earth. As soon as their feet touch the water, the flow of

water will be cut off upstream, and the river will stand up like a wall.”

14 So the people left their camp to cross the Jordan, and the priests who

were carrying the Ark of the Covenant went ahead of them. 15 It was the

harvest season, and the Jordan was overflowing its banks. But as soon as

the feet of the priests who were carrying the Ark touched the water at

the river’s edge, 16 the water above that point began backing up a great

distance away at a town called Adam, which is near Zarethan. And the

water below that point flowed on to the Dead Sea until the riverbed was

dry. Then all the people crossed over near the town of Jericho.

17 Meanwhile, the priests who were carrying the Ark of the Lord’s

Covenant stood on dry ground in the middle of the riverbed as the

people passed by. They waited there until the whole nation of Israel had

crossed the Jordan on dry ground.

Joshua 3:1-17 NLT
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All the promises Israel had received, all the plans that they had made, were all still

theoretical. God was giving them the land. They were preparing to go in. They were

confident. They had faith. Yet, they faced a roadblock: a Jordan River in flood stage.

They had no boats and no way to build a bridge. Waiting on the other side, up a road

into the mountains, lay Jericho - one of the oldest and strongest cities in the world, at

the time. Now, they faced their first real choice. Would they trust God and go

forward, confident that He was with them? Or, would they, like their parents’

generation, flee in fear once again?

The priests, whom Joshua ordered to head out first, were being asked to jump off a

cliff. The banks of the Jordan River were steep in this area. The flood waters were

swift. They were not being asked to tiptoe into a pool, but to slide off a bank into a

raging flood. Either God would show up or they would likely drown. Their choice

was to trust Him and plunge forward - or walk away. 

For those of you following in your Bible thus far, this doesn’t look good. The

Israelites had yet to prove themselves faithful and obedient. They’d refused to go

into Canaan before, too afraid of the Canaanites to trust God’s promise to give them

the land (Numbers 14:1-4). They hadn’t faced a river to cross and didn’t have the most

fortified city in the world in their path. That generation had faced a plunge into the

Red Sea; but, they didn’t have to move until the waters were already parted (Exodus

14:21-22). This time, the priests would have to commit before they knew if God would

hold up His end of the bargain.

W E E K  T H R E E
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They trusted God. They trusted His presence. They took the leap. “But as soon as

the feet of the priests who were carrying the Ark touched the water at the river’s

edge, the water above that point began backing up a great distance away ” (Joshua

3:15-16). The people walked through the dry riverbed in awe of what God had done.

Courage in Joshua means doing what God says and then trusting Him to keep

His promises. The priests might have been confident, or they might have had

doubts - following God doesn’t mean we know all the answers before the test.

Daniel’s friends faced this kind of moment too: they were ordered to worship King

Nebuchadnezzar or be thrown into the blazing furnace (Daniel 3:17-18). They didn’t

know exactly what would happen, but they knew precisely whom to trust. “We know

God is able,” they say, “We know He’s with us.” they tell him. “We’re just not totally

clear on the details yet.” That’s courage.

As Jesus sent His disciples out on mission He knew they’d need courage. He told His

disciples they’d be ridiculed, persecuted, and martyred - but He promised to never

leave them. “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). The

same is true for us. Jesus doesn’t promise His followers safety. He doesn’t always fix

all our problems. He doesn’t answer every prayer the way we’d like.

J O S H U A  3 : 1 - 1 7  
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 In fact, He commands us to go forward into a world that He knows, from experience,

is a dangerous place. But He promises, if we follow Him into the world, that He will

never leave us. We may not see Him, but that’s ok. “Faith,” the author of Hebrews tells

us, “shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see”

(Hebrews 11:1).

We don’t have to see Him. He’s told us. It takes the courage of faith to trust His

Word and move. We can have that courage. He saved Daniel’s friends from the fire.

He saved the Israelite priests from the water. He will keep His promise to be with us,

too.

J O S H U A  3 : 1 - 1 7  
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Does God seem close to you, distant, or somewhere in between? Does this passage

change how you think about God’s presence in your life?

How can we follow God’s presence? How can we know He’s there with us?

The miracle in this passage is nearly an afterthought - the event is only described in

the last four verses. Most of this chapter is spent recording God’s Words to Joshua

then Joshua’s words to the people. Why might this be? What does this tell us about

the importance of God’s Word?

This story is very similar to the crossing of the Red Sea in Exodus 14:1-31. What are

some similarities and differences you see between these stories? What reasons

could there be for God reenacting the miracle during the Exodus?

What things is God calling you to do that require you to step out in faith with

courage? 

Sometimes God’s call on our lives requires us to step out in big ways, like the

Israelites entering the Jordan. Sometimes it’s in more quiet, mundane, unnoticed

ways, like confessing a secret sin or parenting kids with patient grace. Are there

ways that God is calling you to these kinds of faith?

Who do you know who needs to be encouraged to walk in faith this week? How can

you give them that encouragement?

D I S C U S S I O N
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Hebrews 4:8-16

8 Now if Joshua had succeeded in giving them this rest, God would not have spoken

about another day of rest still to come. 9 So there is a special rest still waiting for the

people of God. 10 For all who have entered into God’s rest have rested from their

labors, just as God did after creating the world. 11 So let us do our best to enter that

rest. But if we disobey God, as the people of Israel did, we will fall.

12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-

edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes

our innermost thoughts and desires. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God.

Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are

accountable.

14 So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son

of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours

understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did

not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will

receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.



O Divine Redeemer,

Great was thy goodness, in undertaking my redemption,

 in consenting to be made sin for me, in conquering all my foes;

Great was they strength in enduring extremities of divine wrath,

 in talking away the load of my iniquities;

Great was thy love in manifesting thyself alive, 

in showing thy sacred wounds,

  that every fear might vanish, and every doubt be removed;

Great was thy mercy in ascending to heaven 

in being crowned and enthroned

  there to intercede for me, there to succor me in temptation,

there to open the eternal book, there to receive me finally to thyself;

Great was thy wisdom, in devising this means of salvation;

Bathe my soul in rich consolations of thy resurrection life;

Great was thy grace in commanding me to come 

hand-in-hand with thee to the Father,

  to be knit to Him eternally, to discover in Him my rest,

  to find Him in my peace, to behold His glory,

to honour Him who is alone worthy;

 in giving me the Spirit as teacher, guide, power,

that I may live repenting of sin,

  conquer Satan, find victory in life.

When thou art absent all sorrows are here,

When thou art present all blessings are mine.

 

P R A Y E R

"Victory" from The Valley of Vision 
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Egypt - Bethel Music 

 

I won’t forget

The wonder of how You brought

Deliverance

The exodus of my heart

 

You found me

You freed me

Held back the waters for my release

Oh, Yahweh

 

You’re the God who fights for me

Lord of every victory

Hallelujah, hallelujah

You have torn apart the sea

You have led me through the deep

Hallelujah, hallelujah

WO R S H I P

T H R O U G H  S O N G

A cloud by day

A sign that You are with me

The fire by night

A guiding light to my feet

 

You stepped into my Egypt

You took me by the hand

You marched me out in freedom

Into the promised land

Now I will not forget You

I’ll sing of all You’ve done

Death is swallowed up forever

By the fury of Your love

Scan to listen to Egypt 

led by Bethel Music. 



One of the ways God gives us courage is to

put us in community with others who can

encourage us. Schedule some time this week

with a brother or sister in Christ for

encouragement. 

Ask them about the challenges they are

facing, and share your own. Listen well, and

then spend some time encouraging them.

Read them Scripture that reminds them of

God’s promises they may need to hear in

their circumstances. Share stories from your

own life where God has helped you through

difficulties. Pray with them that God would

give them faith and courage to trust Him.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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JOSHUA 4 : 1 -24



1 When all the people had crossed the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2

“Now choose twelve men, one from each tribe. 3 Tell them, ‘Take twelve

stones from the very place where the priests are standing in the middle

of the Jordan. Carry them out and pile them up at the place where you

will camp tonight.’”

4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had chosen—one from

each of the tribes of Israel. 5 He told them, “Go into the middle of the

Jordan, in front of the Ark of the Lord your God. Each of you must pick

up one stone and carry it out on your shoulder—twelve stones in all, one

for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. 6 We will use these stones to build

a memorial. In the future your children will ask you, ‘What do these

stones mean?’ 7 Then you can tell them, ‘They remind us that the Jordan

River stopped flowing when the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant went

across.’ These stones will stand as a memorial among the people of Israel

forever.”

8 So the men did as Joshua had commanded them. They took twelve

stones from the middle of the Jordan River, one for each tribe, just as the

Lord had told Joshua. They carried them to the place where they camped

for the night and constructed the memorial there.

9 Joshua also set up another pile of twelve stones in the middle of the

Jordan, at the place where the priests who carried the Ark of the

Covenant were standing. And they are there to this day.

Joshua 4:1-24 NLT



10 The priests who were carrying the Ark stood in the middle of the river

until all of the Lord’s commands that Moses had given to Joshua were

carried out. Meanwhile, the people hurried across the riverbed. 11 And

when everyone was safely on the other side, the priests crossed over

with the Ark of the Lord as the people watched.

12 The armed warriors from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe

of Manasseh led the Israelites across the Jordan, just as Moses had

directed. 13 These armed men—about 40,000 strong—were ready for

battle, and the Lord was with them as they crossed over to the plains of

Jericho.

14 That day the Lord made Joshua a great leader in the eyes of all the

Israelites, and for the rest of his life they revered him as much as they

had revered Moses.

15 The Lord had said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests carrying the

Ark of the Covenant to come up out of the riverbed.” 17 So Joshua gave

the command. 18 As soon as the priests carrying the Ark of the Lord’s

Covenant came up out of the riverbed and their feet were on high

ground, the water of the Jordan returned and overflowed its banks as

before.

Joshua 4:1-24 NLT



19 The people crossed the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month.

Then they camped at Gilgal, just east of Jericho. 20 It was there at Gilgal

that Joshua piled up the twelve stones taken from the Jordan River.

21 Then Joshua said to the Israelites, “In the future your children will ask,

‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 Then you can tell them, ‘This is where

the Israelites crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the Lord your

God dried up the river right before your eyes, and he kept it dry until you

were all across, just as he did at the Red Sea when he dried it up until we

had all crossed over. 24 He did this so all the nations of the earth might

know that the Lord’s hand is powerful, and so you might fear the Lord

your God forever.”

Joshua 4:1-24 NLT
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If you’ve ever visited Washington D.C. you know how prominent monuments are there.

The Washington Monument defines the skyline; it’s a pointed reminder of the founding

father and the effort it took to create our nation. Joshua’s monuments serve a similar

purpose in Joshua 4. Set along the busy route toward Jericho and on into the interior of

Israel, they would serve as constant reminders of all God had done to bring the Israelites

to their home.

What Joshua knew remains true: human beings are forgetful. We forget where we

lay our car keys, how to factor polynomials, and who we sat beside in second grade. And

even when we remember something from our own lives, it’s not guaranteed the next

generation will learn or remember it. These monuments were both reminders and

teaching opportunities, so that "in the future your children will ask you, ‘What do these

stones mean?’ Then you can tell them, ‘They remind us that the Jordan River stopped

flowing when the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant went across.’ These stones will stand as a

memorial among the people of Israel forever” (Joshua 4:6-7). To fuel their faith in God, it

was incumbent on God’s people to remember and to teach the next generation that, yes,

God was trustworthy.

The Bible is filled with instructions to remember - these aren’t just physical

memorials. God used time to remind them. The Israelite calendar was built around the

celebration of Passover, reminding them of how God delivered them from Egypt

(Deuteronomy 16:1-3). God used even their agricultural practices to remind them -

farmers were to leave some crops in their fields for the poor, a reminder of the time they

were slaves in Egypt and ate scraps from their masters’ tables (Deuteronomy 24:19-22). 

W E E K  F O U R  
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The formula is simple: when we forget God, we turn to other gods. The stakes for

Israel wouldn’t become clear until the next generation - when the Israelites who hadn’t

crossed the Jordan forgot God and turned to worship idols (Judges 2:10-11). The stakes for

Christians are the same. The church at Ephesus in the late First Century had lost their

love for Jesus. They were in danger of sliding away from the faith. So, Jesus spoke to them

through John and gave them a simple solution. “Go back to what you heard and believed

at first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me again” (Revelation 3:3). This is why Jesus

gave us the Lord’s Supper as a remembrance of what He has done for us in His death and

resurrection (Luke 22:19). Baptism enacts the death and resurrection of Jesus, another

reminder of His work for us (Colossians 2:12). We still have reminders to this day -

Christmas, Easter, even regular corporate worship on Sunday is a memorial that points

us back to the story of what God has done for us in Christ.

What was true in Israel and Ephesus is still true in Hampton Roads. The biggest danger

we face tomorrow and in the next generation is that we would forget what God has

done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. If we forget, our zeal for

Christ fades and our faith atrophies. But, it’s never too late to repent. If we will call these

things to mind and remember what Christ has done, our love for Him will grow and our

passion for Him will return. Remember, then, what you received and heard.

J O S H U A  4 : 1 - 2 4  
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What reminders are built into our life together, as a church, of what God has done

for us? How can we use these reminders to build up our faith?

Joshua says that, when their children ask the meaning of the stones, they are to “tell

them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the

Lord. When it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off” (Joshua

4:7). It was a specific reminder of a specific event. Why is specificity important as

we teach others about God’s works? Why is it important as we remind ourselves of

God’s work? 

What role does memory play in your own life as a Christian? Do you memorize

Scripture? Do you call God’s works to mind and think about them during your day?

Have you built any reminders into your family life of what God has done for you  -

like regularly giving thanks for your meals? How can you incorporate

remembrance into your family life so that you and your children are reminded of

God’s love for you?

Who do you know who needs to be reminded of God’s love and Jesus’ sacrifice for

them this week? How can you remind them?

D I S C U S S I O N
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Psalm 111:1-10

1 Praise the Lord! I will thank the Lord with all my heart

as I meet with his godly people.

2 How amazing are the deeds of the Lord!

All who delight in him should ponder them.

3 Everything he does reveals his glory and majesty.

His righteousness never fails.

4 He causes us to remember his wonderful works.

How gracious and merciful is our Lord!

5 He gives food to those who fear him;

he always remembers his covenant.

6 He has shown his great power to his people

by giving them the lands of other nations.

7 All he does is just and good,

and all his commandments are trustworthy.

8 They are forever true, to be obeyed faithfully and with integrity.

9 He has paid a full ransom for his people. 

He has guaranteed his covenant with them forever. 

What a holy, awe-inspiring name he has!

10 Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true wisdom. 

All who obey his commandments will grow in wisdom. 

Praise him forever!



O Lord my God, I believe in You, 

 Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Insofar as I can, 

 insofar as You have given me the power, 

 I have sought You. 

I became weary and I labored. 

 

O Lord my God, my sole hope, 

 help me to believe and never to cease seeking You.

Grant that I may always and ardently seek out Your countenance. 

 

Give me the strength to seek You, for You help me to find You 

 and You have more and more given me the hope of finding You.

Here I am before You with my firmness and my infirmity. 

 Preserve the first and heal the second. 

Here I am before You with my strength and my ignorance. 

 

Where You have opened the door to me, 

 welcome me at the entrance;

where You have closed the door to me, 

 open to my cry; 

enable me to remember You, 

 to understand You and to love You. 

Amen

 

P R A Y E R

St. Augustine
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King of Kings - Hillsong Worship

 

In the darkness we were waiting

Without hope, without light

'Til from Heaven You came running

There was mercy in Your eyes

To fulfill the law and prophets

To a virgin came the word

From a throne of endless glory

To a cradle in the dirt

Praise the Father, praise the Son

Praise the Spirit, three in one

God of glory, Majesty

Praise forever to the King of kings

To reveal the kingdom coming

And to reconcile the lost

To redeem the whole creation

You did not despise the cross

For even in Your suffering

You saw to the other side

Knowing this was our salvation

Jesus for our sake You died

WO R S H I P

T H R O U G H  S O N G
And the morning that You rose

All of Heaven held its breath

'Til that stone was moved for good

For the Lamb had conquered death

And the dead rose from their tombs

And the angels stood in awe

For the souls of all who'd come

To the Father are restored

And the church of Christ was born

Then the Spirit lit the flame

Now this gospel truth of old

Shall not kneel, shall not faint

By His blood and in His name

In His freedom I am free

For the love of Jesus Christ

Who has resurrected me

Scan to listen to 

King of Kings 

led by Hillsong Worship. 



We have to build remembrance into our lives, just

as the Israelites had to build a memorial to

physically remind them of God’s presence and

power.

Walk around your home this week and think

about how you might put reminders in your space

that will call God’s works to mind. It may be as

simple as printing a photo that shows a time in

your life that reminds you of God’s faithfulness.

Think about that time during your day; at what

points in your day can you build in time to be still

and remember God? If you’re married, do these

things with your spouse. If you have children,

think through how to use your space and time in

ways that give you opportunities to teach your

children about God’s love and faithfulness.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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1 When all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite

kings who lived along the Mediterranean coast heard how the Lord

had dried up the Jordan River so the people of Israel could cross, they

lost heart and were paralyzed with fear because of them.

2 At that time the Lord told Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise

this second generation of Israelites.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives

and circumcised the entire male population of Israel at Gibeath-

haaraloth.

4 Joshua had to circumcise them because all the men who were old

enough to fight in battle when they left Egypt had died in the

wilderness. 5 Those who left Egypt had all been circumcised, but

none of those born after the Exodus, during the years in the

wilderness, had been circumcised. 6 The Israelites had traveled in the

wilderness for forty years until all the men who were old enough to

fight in battle when they left Egypt had died. For they had disobeyed

the Lord, and the Lord vowed he would not let them enter the land he

had sworn to give us—a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 So

Joshua circumcised their sons—those who had grown up to take their

fathers’ places—for they had not been circumcised on the way to the

Promised Land. 

Joshua 5:1-15 NLT



8 After all the males had been circumcised, they rested in the camp

until they were healed.

9 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the shame

of your slavery in Egypt.” So that place has been called Gilgal to this

day.

10 While the Israelites were camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho,

they celebrated Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the

first month. 11 The very next day they began to eat unleavened bread

and roasted grain harvested from the land. 12 No manna appeared on

the day they first ate from the crops of the land, and it was never seen

again. So from that time on the Israelites ate from the crops of

Canaan.

13 When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he looked up and saw a

man standing in front of him with sword in hand. Joshua went up to

him and demanded, “Are you friend or foe?”

Joshua 5:1-15 NLT



14 “Neither one,” he replied. “I am the commander of the Lord’s army.”

At this, Joshua fell with his face to the ground in reverence. “I am at

your command,” Joshua said. “What do you want your servant to do?”

15 The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your

sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did

as he was told.

Joshua 5:1-15 NLT
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Israel was now in the Promised Land, and we learn in Joshua 5:1 that all the kings of the

Amorites had heard of the crossing of the Jordan. “They lost heart and were paralyzed

with fear because of them” (Joshua 5:1). Just as Rahab had said, all the people of Canaan

had seen what God was doing in and through His people. So, it’s natural to expect that

Israel would charge up the road into Canaan and begin the conquest. But, the three

scenes in Joshua 5 show us that there were higher priorities.

First, Israel put their covenant relationship ahead of conquest. God commanded Joshua

to “circumcise this second generation of Israelites” (Joshua 5:2). Circumcision was the

mark of the covenant, the sign that the people of Israel would follow God and be people

of God’s promises (Genesis 17:9-14). It was also a sign of a fresh start - all the foreign

practices of Egypt, all the rebellion in the wilderness, had been put behind them. God had

“rolled away the shame of slavery” from Israel; circumcision was an act of living out

their covenant relationship with Him (Joshua 5:9).

Next, they celebrated their first Passover in the land of Canaan (Joshua 5:10-12).

Passover was a reminder that God had rescued Israel from bondage in Egypt (Exodus

12:24-28). This Passover celebration was significant because it marked the last time God

sent them manna from heaven. The unleavened bread of Passover, the unleavened

manna God provided, was a sign of how the people had been on the move. Now, in the

promised land, they could enjoy the fruits of the land. It was a sign that God was still with

them, giving them rest, even in the midst of their enemies. The fields and vineyards they

would now tend were His gift to them, fulfilling His promises to give them a land

“flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8).

W E E K  F I V E  
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Finally, there is a clarification. As Joshua was “by Jericho,” perhaps making plans for

their first assault, the angel of the Lord appears. Joshua is puzzled for a moment by who

this figure represents. “Are you friend or foe?” he asks. “Neither one,” is the reply

(Joshua 5:13-14). Even as God’s acts benefit Israel, God makes it clear that He is not

siding with them in their own personal goals or tribal squabbles. God is for God.

Our biggest battle is not with our enemies, but with ourselves. Paul, with imagery

that echoes the events of Joshua 5, reminds us of how God has defeated our sin. “You

were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away.

Then God made you alive with Christ, for He forgave all our sins. He canceled the record

of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross” (Colossians 2:13-14). 

 Jesus’ death on the cross was our benefit - but it wasn’t for our own glory. Paul adds in

the next verse, “In this way, He disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed

them publicly by His victory over them on the cross” (Colossians 2:15). We reap the

benefits of God’s love for us and Jesus’ death for us. But the battle is the Lord’s, and

triumph is His.

J O S H U A  5 : 1 - 1 5  
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Lots of us carry shame through our lives - for our own past decisions or failures, or

at being the victim of the sin of others. How has God taken care of our shame? How

can we be free of shame as we move forward into life in Christ?

God’s provision of food for Israel shifts from the manna in the wilderness to the

fruit of the land of Canaan. What “ordinary” means does God use to provide food

for us? Do we think of our food and other necessities as God’s provisions? How can

we foster a spirit of gratitude for God’s provision in these “ordinary” ways?

Have you ever had to set aside your own plans to pursue what God was leading you

to? Are there any plans or dreams that you’re being led to set aside today to pursue

something God has put on your mind?

In Joshua 5:13-15, God tells Joshua that He is neither on Israel’s side nor his enemies.

Does it comfort us to know that God is for God and that the battle is His? How should

this truth affect us in our hyper-partisan world?

In Colossians 2:6-15, Paul gives us instructions for walking in Christ. Do you see

elements in that passage that reflect the circumcision in Joshua 5? What about

elements that reflect the celebration of Passover? Does anything reflect the

encounter between Joshua and the angel of the Lord?

D I S C U S S I O N
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Colossians 2:6-15

6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow

him. 7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your

faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with

thankfulness.

8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense

that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather

than from Christ. 9 For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 10 So you

also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and

authority.

11 When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure.

Christ performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature. 12

For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were

raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from

the dead.

13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut

away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled

the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this

way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his

victory over them on the cross.



Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against You

 in thought, word, and deed,

 by what we have done,

 and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved You with our whole heart;

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent,

for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us;

 that we may delight in Your will,

 and walk in Your ways,

 to the glory of Your name.

Amen.

 

P R A Y E R

Book of Common Prayer



“The Captain of the Lord’s Army Appears to Joshua” by Ferdinand Bol. 1662.



There’s a movement in this chapter from the shame that the

Israelites had carried in their life before God in Egypt

through the God-ordained acts that reminded them of His

covenant to the cusp of joining God in doing His will. That

movement for Israel takes place in acts of remembrance. 

Set aside some time this week to sit down with a Bible, pen

and paper, and some quiet time to reflect on your own life.

Think back to your life before your relationship with God.

Remember what it was like - write down your thoughts.

Then, think about how you came to follow Christ - write

down what that was like. Finally, reflect on how your life has

changed. How have you joined God in His mission? Or, if you

haven’t, what part of God’s mission of making His name

famous are you called to participate in? Record those

thoughts, then spend some time in prayer with God talking

through these things with Him. Tuck the paper into your

Bible and keep it as a bookmark in Joshua as we continue to

work through this book.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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1 Now the gates of Jericho were tightly shut because the people were

afraid of the Israelites. No one was allowed to go out or in. 2 But the Lord

said to Joshua, “I have given you Jericho, its king, and all its strong

warriors. 3 You and your fighting men should march around the town

once a day for six days. 4 Seven priests will walk ahead of the Ark, each

carrying a ram’s horn. On the seventh day you are to march around the

town seven times, with the priests blowing the horns. 5 When you hear

the priests give one long blast on the rams’ horns, have all the people

shout as loud as they can. Then the walls of the town will collapse, and the

people can charge straight into the town.”

6 So Joshua called together the priests and said, “Take up the Ark of the

Lord’s Covenant, and assign seven priests to walk in front of it, each

carrying a ram’s horn.” 7 Then he gave orders to the people: “March

around the town, and the armed men will lead the way in front of the Ark

of the Lord.”

8 After Joshua spoke to the people, the seven priests with the rams’

horns started marching in the presence of the Lord, blowing the horns as

they marched. And the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant followed behind

them. 9 Some of the armed men marched in front of the priests with the

horns and some behind the Ark, with the priests continually blowing the

horns. 10 “Do not shout; do not even talk,” Joshua commanded. “Not a

single word from any of you until I tell you to shout. Then shout!” 11 So

the Ark of the Lordwas carried around the town once that day, and then

everyone returned to spend the night in the camp.

Joshua 6:1-27 NLT



12 Joshua got up early the next morning, and the priests again carried the

Ark of the Lord. 13 The seven priests with the rams’ horns marched in

front of the Ark of the Lord, blowing their horns. Again the armed men

marched both in front of the priests with the horns and behind the Ark

of the Lord. All this time the priests were blowing their horns. 14 On the

second day they again marched around the town once and returned to

the camp. They followed this pattern for six days.

15 On the seventh day the Israelites got up at dawn and marched around

the town as they had done before. But this time they went around the

town seven times. 16 The seventh time around, as the priests sounded the

long blast on their horns, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout! For the

Lord has given you the town! 17 Jericho and everything in it must be

completely destroyed as an offering to the Lord. Only Rahab the

prostitute and the others in her house will be spared, for she protected

our spies.

18 “Do not take any of the things set apart for destruction, or you

yourselves will be completely destroyed, and you will bring trouble on

the camp of Israel. 19 Everything made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron

is sacred to the Lord and must be brought into his treasury."

20 When the people heard the sound of the rams’ horns, they shouted as

loud as they could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed, and the

Israelites charged straight into the town and captured it. 

Joshua 6:1-27 NLT



21 They completely destroyed everything in it with their swords—men

and women, young and old, cattle, sheep, goats, and donkeys.

22 Meanwhile, Joshua said to the two spies, “Keep your promise. Go to

the prostitute’s house and bring her out, along with all her family.”

23 The men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab, her

father, mother, brothers, and all the other relatives who were with her.

They moved her whole family to a safe place near the camp of Israel.

24 Then the Israelites burned the town and everything in it. Only the

things made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron were kept for the treasury

of the Lord’s house. 25 So Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute and her

relatives who were with her in the house, because she had hidden the

spies Joshua sent to Jericho. And she lives among the Israelites to this

day.

26 At that time Joshua invoked this curse:

“May the curse of the Lord fall on anyone who tries to rebuild the town

of Jericho. At the cost of his firstborn son, he will lay its foundation. At

the cost of his youngest son, he will set up its gates.”

27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his reputation spread throughout

the land.

Joshua 6:1-27 NLT
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Jericho was one of the most fortified cities in ancient history. It’s walls were six feet wide

and twelve feet tall, made of packed earth and stone. Sitting on the heights overlooking

the road, it was practically impregnable. To defeat it by taking a daily stroll around the

city and then blowing trumpets could have seemed pointless. 

The whole affair was a test of Israel’s faith. God doesn’t bring down the walls for seven

days and thirteen full marches around the city. Israel passed with flying colors -

everything God told Joshua, Joshua told the people, and the people did - simple as it

seems. For six days they marched around the city in silence, probably feeling quite

ridiculous, yet holding on to the promise God had made decades ago to Moses. “Don’t be

afraid. Just stand still and watch the Lord rescue you today… The Lord himself will fight

for you. Just stay calm” (Exodus 14:13-14). Then, on the seventh day, the city fell - just as

God had promised. “When the people heard the sound of the rams’ horns, they shouted as

loud as they could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed and the Israelites charged

straight into the town and captured it” (Joshua 6:20).

Eugene Peterson described walking with God in the title of one of his books: A Long

Obedience in the Same Direction. That direction can often seem ridiculous, like telling the

truth when everyone else is protecting themselves. Or, being generous when everyone

else is looking out for themselves. Even loving our enemies when our enemies are

furiously fighting against us seems difficult to wrap our minds around. 

W E E K  S I X  
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God’s triumphs often come through long, patient, courageous obedience. Israel’s

long obedience lay around Jericho - silently marching in range of its walls, following

God’s commands, and trusting He would show up. Rahab’s long obedience was waiting

for weeks for Israel to show up, hoping her secret alliance would not be exposed and that

the spies would keep their promise to save her and her family.

Yet, the longest and most courageous obedience was Christ’s. “Though He was God, He

did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, He gave up His divine

privileges; He took the humble position of a slave…  He humbled himself in obedience to

God and died a criminal’s death on a cross..” (Philippians 2:6-8) Jesus’ direction lay

straight to the cross; and yet, He never wavered. That is why “God elevated Him to the

place of highest honor and gave Him the name above all other names” (Philippians 2:9).

Following Jesus can be hard, even seem ridiculous at times; but, if we follow him,

the outcome is never in doubt. “The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is here among us; the God

of Israel is our fortress” (Psalm 46:11).

J O S H U A  6 : 1 - 2 7  
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Are there any of God’s commands that seem ridiculous to you in your own place in

life? Read Matthew 5:21-48 - do any of these seem silly in light of the world we live

in? If so, what are they? How can we walk in God’s presence in light of them?

In Joshua 6:8-10, Joshua gives the people their orders. He tells them to follow God’s

commands and that God would deliver them. Then, they have to keep doing this for

seven days before God gives them Jericho. Why does God make us wait for some of

His gifts? What makes waiting so hard? How can we glorify Him in the wait?

In Joshua 6:22-26, we see that Rahab is saved after she waited for weeks after hiding

the spies. Her wait for salvation is the longest in this chapter. How does her story

give the Israelites hope for God’s deliverance? How can it help us maintain our hope

in Christ as we walk through life in faith?

God doesn’t always tear down our obstacles to our goals and purposes; but, He will

tear down His obstacles to His purposes. What are some of the obstacles to God’s

work in our own lives? How can we walk in obedience and join Him in tearing them

down? 

D I S C U S S I O N
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Psalm 27:1-14

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation—so

why should I be afraid? The Lord is my

fortress, protecting me from danger, so why

should I tremble?

2 When evil people come to devour me, when

my enemies and foes attack me, they will

stumble and fall.

3 Though a mighty army surrounds me,  my

heart will not be afraid. Even if I am attacked, I

will remain confident.

4 The one thing I ask of the Lord—the thing I

seek most—is to live in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s

perfections and meditating in his Temple.

5 For he will conceal me there when troubles

come; he will hide me in his sanctuary. He will

place me out of reach on a high rock.

6 Then I will hold my head high above my

enemies who surround me. At his sanctuary I

will offer sacrifices with shouts of joy, singing

and praising the Lord with music.

7 Hear me as I pray, O Lord. Be merciful and

answer me!

8 My heart has heard you say, “Come and talk

with me.” And my heart responds, “Lord, I am

coming.”

9 Do not turn your back on me. Do not reject

your servant in anger. You have always been

my helper. Don’t leave me now; don’t abandon

me, O God of my salvation!

10 Even if my father and mother abandon me,

the Lord will hold me close.

11 Teach me how to live, O Lord. Lead me along

the right path, for my enemies are waiting for

me.

12 Do not let me fall into their hands. For they

accuse me of things I’ve never done; with

every breath they threaten me with violence.

13 Yet I am confident I will see the Lord’s

goodness while I am here in the land of the

living.

14 Wait patiently for the Lord. Be brave and

courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the Lord.



O God Most High, Most Glorious,

The thought of thine infinite serenity cheers me,

For I am toiling and moiling, troubled and distressed,

 but thou are forever at perfect peace.

They designs cause thee no fear or care of unfulfillment,

 they stand as fast as the eternal hills.

They power knows no bond, thy goodness no stint.

Thou bringest order out of confusions,

 and my defeats are thy victories:

The Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

 

I come to thee as a sinner with cares and sorrows,

 every sin calling for Christ’s precious blood;

Revive deep spirituality in my heart;

Let me live near to the great Shepherd,

 hear His voice, know its tones, follow its calls.

Keep me from deception by causing me to abide in the truth,

 from harm by helping me to walk in the power of the Spirit.

Give me intenser faith in the eternal verities,

 burning into me by experience the things I know;

Let me never be ashamed of the truth of the Gospel,

 that I may bear its reproach, vindicate it, see Jesus as its essence,

  know it in the power of the Spirit.

 

Lord, help me, for I am often lukewarm and chill;

 unbelief mars my confidence, sin makes me forget thee.

Let the weeds that grow in my soul be cut at their roots;

Grant me to know that I truly live only when I live to thee, that all else is trifling.

Thy presence alone can make me holy, devout, strong and happy.

Abide in me, gracious God.

P R A Y E R

"Resting on God" from The Valley of Vision
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Come Thou Fount

Come thou fount of every blessing

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace

Streams of mercy never ceasing

Call for songs of loudest praise

Teach me some melodious sonnet

Sung by flaming tongues above

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it

Mount of Thy redeeming love

Here I raise mine Ebenezer

Hither by Thy help I'm come

And I hope by Thy good pleasure

Safely to arrive at home

Jesus sought me when a stranger

Wandering from the fold of God

He to rescue me from danger

Interposed His precious blood

WO R S H I P

T H R O U G H  S O N G

O to grace how great a debtor

Daily I'm constrained to be

Let Thy grace Lord like a fetter

Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee

Prone to wander Lord I feel it

Prone to leave the God I love

Here's my heart Lord take and seal it

Seal it for Thy courts above

Scan to hear Anchor Worship

Collective's live version of

Come Thou Fount. 



Do one ridiculous, godly thing this week.

Tell someone the truth that you’ve been hiding from

them. Call up an enemy at work or school Take them

out and pay for their lunch - honestly try to get to

know them better and love them well. Go rake

leaves for the grumpy old man down the street in

your neighborhood who’ll complain you didn’t do a

good job. Confess a sin that you need to tell

someone. 

When we stop and think, the commands to confess

our sins, to tell the truth, to love our enemies, etc.,

seem ridiculous in our modern world. Embrace the

ridiculousness, obey in faith, and trust that the same

God who tore down the walls of Jericho with a

trumpet blast goes with you.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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1 But Israel violated the instructions about the things set apart for the

Lord. A man named Achan had stolen some of these dedicated things,

so the Lord was very angry with the Israelites. Achan was the son of

Carmi, a descendant of Zimri son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah.

2 Joshua sent some of his men from Jericho to spy out the town of Ai,

east of Bethel, near Beth-aven. 3 When they returned, they told

Joshua, “There’s no need for all of us to go up there; it won’t take more

than two or three thousand men to attack Ai. Since there are so few of

them, don’t make all our people struggle to go up there.”

4 So approximately 3,000 warriors were sent, but they were soundly

defeated. The men of Ai 5 chased the Israelites from the town gate as

far as the quarries,  and they killed about thirty-six who were

retreating down the slope. The Israelites were paralyzed with fear at

this turn of events, and their courage melted away.

6 Joshua and the elders of Israel tore their clothing in dismay, threw

dust on their heads, and bowed face down to the ground before the

Ark of the Lord until evening. 7 Then Joshua cried out, “Oh, Sovereign

Lord, why did you bring us across the Jordan River if you are going to

let the Amorites kill us? If only we had been content to stay on the

other side! 

Joshua 7:1-15; 19-20 NLT



8 Lord, what can I say now that Israel has fled from its enemies?

9 For when the Canaanites and all the other people living in the land

hear about it, they will surround us and wipe our name off the face of

the earth. And then what will happen to the honor of your great

name?”

10 But the Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why are you lying on your

face like this? 11 Israel has sinned and broken my covenant! They

have stolen some of the things that I commanded must be set apart

for me. And they have not only stolen them but have lied about it and

hidden the things among their own belongings. 12 That is why the

Israelites are running from their enemies in defeat. For now Israel

itself has been set apart for destruction. I will not remain with you

any longer unless you destroy the things among you that were set

apart for destruction.

13 “Get up! Command the people to purify themselves in preparation

for tomorrow. For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says:

Hidden among you, O Israel, are things set apart for the Lord. You will

never defeat your enemies until you remove these things from

among you.

Joshua 7:1-15; 19-20 NLT



14 “In the morning you must present yourselves by tribes, and the

Lord will point out the tribe to which the guilty man belongs. That

tribe must come forward with its clans, and the Lord will point out the

guilty clan. That clan will then come forward, and the Lord will point

out the guilty family. Finally, each member of the guilty family must

come forward one by one. 15 The one who has stolen what was set

apart for destruction will himself be burned with fire, along with

everything he has, for he has broken the covenant of the Lord and

has done a horrible thing in Israel.”

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord, the God

of Israel, by telling the truth. Make your confession and tell me what

you have done. Don’t hide it from me.” 20 Achan replied, “It is true! I

have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel.

Joshua 7:1-15; 19-20 NLT



1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid or discouraged. Take

all your fighting men and attack Ai, for I have given you the king of Ai,

his people, his town, and his land. 2 You will destroy them as you

destroyed Jericho and its king. But this time you may keep the

plunder and the livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the

town.”

18 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Point the spear in your hand toward

Ai, for I will hand the town over to you.” Joshua did as he was

commanded. 19 As soon as Joshua gave this signal, all the men in

ambush jumped up from their position and poured into the town.

They quickly captured it and set it on fire.

30 Then Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, on Mount

Ebal. 31 He followed the commands that Moses the Lord’s servant had

written in the Book of Instruction: “Make me an altar from stones that

are uncut and have not been shaped with iron tools.” Then on the

altar they presented burnt offerings and peace offerings to the Lord.

32 And as the Israelites watched, Joshua copied onto the stones of the

altar the instructions Moses had given them.

Joshua 8:1-2; 18-19; 30-32 NLT
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In the first six chapters of Joshua, every move is initiated by God. He commands Joshua

to prepare the people for departure from the wilderness, to cross the Jordan, to

circumcise the people, and to march around Jericho. Now, from the hills around Jericho,

Joshua and Israel looked out into the land and planned their next move. For the first time

in the book, they take God’s presence for granted. They had broken the covenant with

God.

Their overconfidence is the first sign of trouble - fresh off the success at Jericho, and

perhaps forgetting that the battle was God’s, not theirs, they only send a few thousand

men against the small town of Ai. Disaster ensues. Ai routs the Israelites, kills 36 men,

and chases them back to camp. For the first time it isn’t the Canaanites. The Israelites

were paralyzed with fear at this turn of events, and their courage melted away (Joshua

7:5).

God revealed the reason that we already know: “Israel has sinned and broken my

covenant! They have stolen some of the things that I commanded must be set apart for

me. And they have not only stolen them but have lied about it and hidden the things

among their own belongings” (Joshua 7:11). It turned out the roots of this disaster went

back to Israel’s very first victory. Achan, of the tribe of Judah, had seen a cloak and some

money among the spoils of Jericho and had taken them for himself. That single sin had

soiled all Israel; and now they were being held accountable.

W E E K  S E V E N  
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The punishment for this sin is the death of Achan and his household. It seems an

extreme penalty for stealing some money and a robe. But God had chosen Israel, and

thus Achan, for His covenant relationship. It was Achan who had rejected that covenant

by stealing from God’s portion. And his confession only comes after he is caught, and

not, as we might have hoped, when 36 men die because of his sin. 

While Achan’s repentance is reluctant, Israel’s is swift and decisive. The death of Achan

satisfies God, and the rest of this story illustrates that God’s forgiveness is more than just

receiving a blank slate. God fights for His people again. As they prepare to attack Ai

again, Joshua tells Israel that “the Lord your God will give it to you” (Joshua 8:7). This time

they get it right, doing all the Lord commands before, during, and after the battle, and

God delivers the city to them (Joshua 8:27-35).

Taken in full, Joshua 7-8 is a study in Gospel truths. It doesn’t mince words over the

seriousness of sin. Paul tells us in Romans 6:23 that “the wages of sin is death.” Achan’s

sin illustrates our dilemma as sinners, but God’s forgiveness gives us hope and points us

to Christ. “But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we

were still sinners. And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of

Christ, He will certainly save us from God’s condemnation” (Romans 5:8-9).

Forgiveness is complete. When we confess our sins and repent, God doesn’t hold a

grudge. So, if the consequences frighten us, we need to remember the glorious Gospel

news: “there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).

J O S H U A  7 & 8  
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In Joshua 7:2-5, God doesn’t give Israel any commands. Neither Joshua nor

the people inquire of God about what to do. Why do you think they took it for

granted that God would go with them and they would defeat Ai?

 What can we learn from this for our own lives?

What does the story of Achan show us about the seriousness of our sin?

Why do you think God tells Joshua that “Israel has sinned” when only Achan

had stolen from God? What does this say to us about how our sin affects our

community?

Achan’s confession is notable because of how it highlights his actions as an

individual - “I saw… I coveted… I took” (Joshua 7:21). How could the story have

gone differently if the community were involved sooner? What does this

have to tell us about our life within the church? 

In what ways can we help one another before we commit sin?

D I S C U S S I O N
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At the end of Joshua 7, after the sin of Achan had been dealt with, “the Lord

turned from His burning anger” (Joshua 7:26). Then, God goes with Israel and

they defeat Ai. What does this tell us about God’s forgiveness? What do we

have to do to receive it? 

Does God make us earn His trust after we’ve messed up? Does He hold a

grudge against us?

In Joshua 8, the Israelites defeat Ai in fairly “conventional” means; their army

goes out, lays an ambush, and Ai’s army is defeated. How does the text show

us that God is still in control - that He is, by means of Israel’s army, still

“giving” them the land? 

Does this open our eyes in any way to how God rules and works in our own

lives?

D I S C U S S I O N
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Psalm 103:1-14

 1 Let all that I am praise the Lord; with

my whole heart, I will praise his holy

name.

2 Let all that I am praise the Lord; may

I never forget the good things he does

for me.

3 He forgives all my sins and heals all

my diseases.

4 He redeems me from death and

crowns me with love and tender

mercies.

5 He fills my life with good things. My

youth is renewed like the eagle’s!

6 The Lord gives righteousness and

justice to all who are treated unfairly.

7 He revealed his character to Moses

 and his deeds to the people of Israel.

 

8 The Lord is compassionate and

merciful, slow to get angry and filled

with unfailing love.

9 He will not constantly accuse us, nor

remain angry forever.

10 He does not punish us for all our

sins; he does not deal harshly with us,

as we deserve.

11 For his unfailing love toward those

who fear him is as great as the height of

the heavens above the earth.

12 He has removed our sins as far from

us as the east is from the west.

13 The Lord is like a father to his

children, tender and compassionate to

those who fear him.

14 For he knows how weak we are; he

remembers we are only dust.

 



1 Bend down, O Lord, and hear my prayer;

    answer me, for I need your help.

2 Protect me, for I am devoted to you.

    Save me, for I serve you and trust you.

    You are my God.

3 Be merciful to me, O Lord,

    for I am calling on you constantly.

4 Give me happiness, O Lord,

    for I give myself to you.

5 O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive,

    so full of unfailing love for all who ask for your help.

6 Listen closely to my prayer, O Lord;

    hear my urgent cry.

7 I will call to you whenever I’m in trouble,

    and you will answer me.

8 No pagan god is like you, O Lord.

    None can do what you do!

9 All the nations you made

    will come and bow before you, Lord;

    they will praise your holy name.

10 For you are great and perform wonderful deeds.

    You alone are God.

11 Teach me your ways, O Lord,

    that I may live according to your truth!

Grant me purity of heart,

    so that I may honor you.

12 With all my heart I will praise you, O Lord my God.

    I will give glory to your name forever,

13 for your love for me is very great.

    You have rescued me from the depths of death.

P R A Y E R

Psalm 86:1-13
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Alabaster Heart - Bethel Music

So here it is, my alabaster heart

I'm keeping nothing back

From who You are

No hidden treasure veiled by key or lock

You're a lifetime worth of worship

And that's only just the start

Here it is, my every waking day

The minutes, hours, the years

Of endless praise

'Cause You're worthy 

Far beyond all I could say

There's a lifetime worth of worship 

In the nuance of Your names

Let it rise like incense

My whole life a fragrance

Every ounce here broken at Your feet

Every breath an offering

My heart cries, these lungs sing over You

My worthy King of kings

WO R S H I P

T H R O U G H  S O N G
There it is, Your alabaster cross

Giving all You are for all I'm not

I can't believe that's the kind of

King You are

How could I not bring a lifetime 

Worth of worship to You, God?

All my love, all my love, all my love

You can have it all

All my heart, all my soul, all I own

You can have it all

Scan to listen to Alabaster Heart

led by Bethel Music. 



Repentance is not easy, but it’s necessary (see Mark 1:15 &

Acts 2:37-38). Spend time in prayer this week asking God to

search your heart and show you any sins that you need to

repent of. Don’t just make this an individual effort, do it with

another trusted brother or sister in Christ. Ask them to pray

for you and with you. Ask them if they’ve seen areas of sin in

your life.

Confess your sins to God, knowing that “if we confess our

sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and

purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Repentance

is not just confession, it’s turning from our sin. So pray and

ask God to help you move away from this sin. Think about

how you can turn toward righteousness and put in place

reminders and boundaries to help you move toward Christ-

likeness. And here, too - involve others. They can hold you

accountable, but it’s not just about accountability. Our

brothers and sisters in Christ are there to encourage us as

we walk in faith; they are one of God’s gifts to us to give us

strength to walk in His presence.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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1 When King Jabin of Hazor heard what had happened, he sent

messages to the following kings: King Jobab of Madon; the king of

Shimron; the king of Acshaph; 2 all the kings of the northern hill

country; the kings in the Jordan Valley south of Galilee; the kings in

the Galilean foothills; the kings of Naphoth-dor on the west; 3 the

kings of Canaan, both east and west; the kings of the Amorites, the

Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites in the hill country, and the Hivites

in the towns on the slopes of Mount Hermon in the land of Mizpah.

4 All these kings came out to fight. Their combined armies formed a

vast horde. And with all their horses and chariots, they covered the

landscape like the sand on the seashore. 5 The kings joined forces and

established their camp around the water near Merom to fight against

Israel.

6 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them. By this time

tomorrow I will hand all of them over to Israel as dead men. Then you

must cripple their horses and burn their chariots.”

Joshua 11:1-19 NLT



7 So Joshua and all his fighting men traveled to the water near Merom

and attacked suddenly. 8 And the Lord gave them victory over their

enemies. The Israelites chased them as far as Greater Sidon and

Misrephoth-maim, and eastward into the valley of Mizpah, until not

one enemy warrior was left alive. 9 Then Joshua crippled the horses

and burned all the chariots, as the Lord had instructed.

10 Joshua then turned back and captured Hazor and killed its king.

(Hazor had at one time been the capital of all these kingdoms.) 11 The

Israelites completely destroyed every living thing in the city, leaving

no survivors. Not a single person was spared. And then Joshua

burned the city.

12 Joshua slaughtered all the other kings and their people, completely

destroying them, just as Moses, the servant of the Lord, had

commanded. 13 But the Israelites did not burn any of the towns built

on mounds except Hazor, which Joshua burned. 14 And the Israelites

took all the plunder and livestock of the ravaged towns for

themselves. But they killed all the people, leaving no survivors. 15 As

the Lord had commanded his servant Moses, so Moses commanded

Joshua. And Joshua did as he was told, carefully obeying all the

commands that the Lord had given to Moses.

Joshua 11:1-19 NLT



16 So Joshua conquered the entire region—the hill country, the entire

Negev, the whole area around the town of Goshen, the western

foothills, the Jordan Valley, the mountains of Israel, and the Galilean

foothills. 17 The Israelite territory now extended all the way from

Mount Halak, which leads up to Seir in the south, as far north as Baal-

gad at the foot of Mount Hermon in the valley of Lebanon. Joshua

killed all the kings of those territories, 18 waging war for a long time

to accomplish this. 19 No one in this region made peace with the

Israelites except the Hivites of Gibeon. All the others were defeated. 

Joshua 11:1-19 NLT
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Until Chapter 9, the book of Joshua could make a good children’s story. The charge to

have courage and the remarkable faith of Rahab make for good moral tales; the crossing

of the Jordan and the fall of Jericho are great stories of God’s power; even the sin of

Achan and the events at Ai make for nice, scary warnings for a youth group about the

dangers of sin. But, hiding in the fall of Jericho (Joshua 6:21) and Ai (Joshua 8:26) are

some dark notes. Beginning in Joshua 10, we see the book take an even darker turn with

tale after tale of war and bloodshed. Was this really God’s plan? Is God really a violent

God? And why did the Canaanites have to be killed?

First, we need to remember that these events are unfolding in the shadow of God’s

revelation that came before. In Exodus 34, God reveals Himself to Moses in His fullest

way yet. He declares himself: “Yahweh! The Lord! The God of compassion and mercy! I

am slow to anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6). Joshua 9

is a case study in God’s kindness. When asked why they tricked Israel, the Gibeonites

answered: “Because it was told to your servants for a certainty that the Lord your God

had commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land…” (Joshua 9:24). Like Rahab,

they come to live in the midst of Israel. They become servants before the altar of God

(Joshua 9:27). Best of all, God becomes their God - to the point of siding with Gibeon

against Israel in the future when Saul foolishly broke the oath Israel made with them (2

Samuel 21:1-14).

W E E K  E I G H T  
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Beginning in Joshua 10, the wars begin in earnest - with a passage that first informs us

the Canaanites were not innocent victims. Joshua 9:1-2 makes it clear that “these kings

combined their armies to fight as one against Joshua and the Israelites.” In Chapter 10:1,

the Amorite kings are the ones who, fearing Israel and Gibeon, go on the offensive.

Again in Joshua 11:1-5, it is the Canaanite kings who attack first. The question of these

chapters is not so much whether God is violently removing the Canaanites, but whether

He is powerful enough to protect His people against their enemies. Joshua 10-13 answers

with a resounding yes. When the Amorite kings are defeated, Joshua instructs the

Israelites to put their feet on the neck of the Amorite kings as a symbol: “For the Lord is

going to do this to all of your enemies” (Joshua 10:25).

How do we, who have been commanded by Christ to “love our enemies,” approach

these stories? First, the very fact that we’re commanded to love our enemies means that

we have them. God is patient with them and with us. “The Lord isn’t really being slow

about His promise, as some people think. No, He is being patient for your sake. He does

not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent” (2 Peter 3:9). And

greater than any earthly enemy is Satan, who schemes against God’s people (Ephesians

6:11).

These chapters in Joshua are really about showing us our options in light of God’s

love and power. God will always defeat His enemies, but we don’t have to be His

enemies. We can choose to side with Him. The Gibeonites did it through deceit and

trickery; we do it through the blood of Christ (Romans 5:9-11). Achan was cut off from

the covenant; we can join in. What will we choose?

J O S H U A  9 - 1 3  
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Read Peter’s account in Acts 11:1-18 of how the Gentiles had been brought into God’s

kingdom through the work of Jesus. Then compare it with how the Gibeonites come

“into” Israel and dwell among them. What are the similarities in these stories? How

are they different? What does that show us about our inclusion in the people of God

through Jesus Christ?

D.A. Carson says we may not have “big enemies,” but we all have little ones 

 -“people… we intensely dislike,” like rude bosses, whiny students, arrogant teachers,

dishonest business competitors, etc. What attitude are we called as Christians to

have toward these “enemies?” How does the reality that the battle is the Lord’s help

empower us to love our enemies?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-28. What is our last enemy? How is it defeated? Who has

put a foot on death’s neck? And how can we be confident that we, too, will one day

enjoy victory over death?

These chapters can admittedly be very dark and hard for us to understand. How do

you think the Israelites would have felt when they first read them in the decades

following these wars with the Canaanites? How would their reading have differed

from ours? How does that change our perspective on how to read about these

battles?

D I S C U S S I O N
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1 Corinthians 15:20-28

20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great

harvest of all who have died.

21 So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the

resurrection from the dead has begun through another man. 22 Just as everyone

dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given

new life. 23 But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first

of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.

24 After that the end will come, when he will turn the Kingdom over to God the

Father, having destroyed every ruler and authority and power. 25 For Christ must

reign until he humbles all his enemies beneath his feet. 26 And the last enemy to be

destroyed is death. 27 For the Scriptures say, “God has put all things under his

authority.” (Of course, when it says “all things are under his authority,” that does

not include God himself, who gave Christ his authority.) 28 Then, when all things

are under his authority, the Son will put himself under God’s authority, so that God,

who gave his Son authority over all things, will be utterly supreme over everything

everywhere.



O Eternal God and King of all creation, 

who has granted me to arrive at this hour,

forgive me the sins that I have committed today

in thought, word and deed, 

and cleanse, O Lord,

my humble soul from all defilement of flesh and spirit. 

And grant me, O Lord,

to pass the sleep of this night in peace,

that when I rise from my bed

I may please Your most holy Name all the days of my life

and conquer my flesh and the fleshless foes

that war with me. 

And deliver me, O Lord,

from vain and frivolous thoughts, 

and from evil desires which defile me. 

For Yours is the kingdom, 

 the power and the glory 

 of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

 now and ever, 

 and to the ages of ages.

Amen.

P R A Y E R

St. Macarius. 300-391 AD.



Byzantine Plaque showing Gibeonites displaying their torn clothes to Joshua. 



Our call in Christ is different than Israel’s

in Canaan - we’re to love our enemies, and

go into the world and make disciples. So,

resolve to combine the two this week.

What “enemies” do you have that need to

hear the Good News of Jesus’ life, death,

and resurrection? Sharing the Gospel is

always scary; sharing it with people who

don’t like us much is even scarier. But, let

this passage give you courage. God has

defeated every enemy. He can defeat the

hatred and skepticism of your harshest

critic.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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1 When Joshua was an old man, the Lordsaid to him, “You are growing

old, and much land remains to be conquered. 2 This is the territory that

remains: all the regions of the Philistines and the Geshurites, 3 and the

larger territory of the Canaanites, extending from the stream of Shihor

on the border of Egypt, northward to the boundary of Ekron. It includes

the territory of the five Philistine rulers of Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath,

and Ekron. The land of the Avvites 4 in the south also remains to be

conquered. In the north, the following area has not yet been conquered:

all the land of the Canaanites, including Mearah (which belongs to the

Sidonians), stretching northward to Aphek on the border of the

Amorites; 5 the land of the Gebalites and all of the Lebanon mountain

area to the east, from Baal-gad below Mount Hermon to Lebo-hamath; 6

and all the hill country from Lebanon to Misrephoth-maim, including all

the land of the Sidonians.

“I myself will drive these people out of the land ahead of the Israelites. So

be sure to give this land to Israel as a special possession, just as I have

commanded you. 7 Include all this territory as Israel’s possession when

you divide this land among the nine tribes and the half-tribe of

Manasseh.”

Joshua 13:1-7 NLT



1 The Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Now tell the Israelites to designate the cities of

refuge, as I instructed Moses. 3 Anyone who kills another person

accidentally and unintentionally can run to one of these cities; they will be

places of refuge from relatives seeking revenge for the person who was

killed.

4 “Upon reaching one of these cities, the one who caused the death will

appear before the elders at the city gate and present his case. They must

allow him to enter the city and give him a place to live among them. 5 If the

relatives of the victim come to avenge the killing, the leaders must not

release the slayer to them, for he killed the other person unintentionally and

without previous hostility. 6 But the slayer must stay in that city and be tried

by the local assembly, which will render a judgment. And he must continue

to live in that city until the death of the high priest who was in office at the

time of the accident. After that, he is free to return to his own home in the

town from which he fled.”

7 The following cities were designated as cities of refuge: Kedesh of Galilee,

in the hill country of Naphtali; Shechem, in the hill country of Ephraim; and

Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), in the hill country of Judah. 8 On the east side

of the Jordan River, across from Jericho, the following cities were

designated: Bezer, in the wilderness plain of the tribe of Reuben; Ramoth in

Gilead, in the territory of the tribe of Gad; and Golan in Bashan, in the land of

the tribe of Manasseh.

Joshua 20:1-8 NLT
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You probably have little interest in what happens in all the houses you pass by on your

way to work. But, I'm sure you care a great deal more about what happens to the

grandfather clock that used to chime in your grandparent’s foyer, or the old Mustang

that you and your dad restored, or even your mom’s recipe for chocolate chip cookies.

Those items are tangible realities that had a profound influence on your life.

Chapters 13-21 of Joshua describe the division of the land of Canaan among the tribes of

Israel. For us, it can be a boring read; these places are too distant and abstract to mean

much to us. But to Israel, it was a reminder that the Lord didn’t just traffic in

abstract principles and ethical demands. He had given their ancestors this place. The

same land Abraham had seen and walked was now theirs, from that rock to that

mountain, then down along this river over to that tree, and then back again down by that

town over to the sea, and so on.

Within that particular place, God gave His attention to specific people. He gave real

rewards to his servants Caleb (Joshua 14:5-15) and Joshua (Joshua 19:49-50). He gave the

Levites real cities and pastures to house and feed their families (Joshua 21:1). He even

provided for those who had committed manslaughter, giving them not just promises of

protection but real cities to which they could flee and escape the vengeance of their

victims’ families (Joshua 20:1). God had delivered in real and tangible ways on His

promises made to the people over 40 years before at Sinai.

W E E K  N I N E  
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We need these reminders when God’s promises to us seem all too abstract. Our

inheritance is different from Israel’s - not a tract of land but eternal life; not cities but a

home with the Father. Peter tells us about it in his first letter to the churches. “It is by His

great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the

dead. Now we live with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an

inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of

change and decay” (1 Peter 1:3-4).

Yet, our inheritance is no less tangible than Israel’s. We’ve been given eternal,

abundant life, now and forever. Some of its fruits may seem far away, as the land

seemed to Israel during their 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. But God’s

promises were as good as gold to Israel; they are just as good for us. Those things are

ours, as real and certain as our Savior. Jesus walked our earth, breathed our air, and

purchased our inheritance with His tangible body and blood. His life, death, and

resurrection were the first fruits of our real reward. In the meantime, we’re called to

live in light of that reality. “Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were

working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember that the Lord will give you an

inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ” (Colossians

3:23-24).

J O S H U A  1 3 - 2 1  
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These chapters describe the boundaries of Israel’s tribes, but who gave them the

land and set its boundaries? What can we say about God’s relationship to our

cars, our houses, our land, our money, etc.?

Joshua keeps having to push the Israelites to receive the gift of the land - first in

13:1-7, then again in 18:1-10. Why do you think the Israelites were slow to receive

God’s gifts to them? Are we ever slow to receive God’s gifts to us? What do we

need to do to take up our inheritance in Christ?

How old was Caleb when he asked for his inheritance (Joshua 14)? What did he

have to do to receive his inheritance? Is it ever too late for us to follow God? Is it

ever too late for us to trust God and walk in faith with Him?

What does the provision of the cities of refuge in Joshua 20 say to us about

God’s character? What refuge has He provided for us?

What does Joshua 21:45 say about God’s actions in Israel? If God kept all His

promises to them, given all that we’ve seen happened in this book, then how

should we feel about God’s promises to us in Christ?

D I S C U S S I O N
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Psalm 16:1-11

1 Keep me safe, O God, for I have

come to you for refuge.

2 I said to the Lord, “You are my

Master! Every good thing I have

comes from you.”

3 The godly people in the land are my

true heroes! I take pleasure in them!

4 Troubles multiply for those who

chase after other gods. I will not take

part in their sacrifices of blood or

even speak the names of their gods.

5 Lord, you alone are my inheritance,

my cup of blessing. You guard all that

is mine.

6 The land you have given me is a

pleasant land. What a wonderful

inheritance!

7 I will bless the Lord who guides

me; even at night my heart instructs

me.

8 I know the Lord is always with me.

I will not be shaken, for he is right

beside me.

9 No wonder my heart is glad, and I

rejoice. My body rests in safety.

10 For you will not leave my soul

among the dead or allow your holy

one to rot in the grave.

11 You will show me the way of life,

granting me the joy of your

presence and the pleasures of living

with you forever.





Map of Canaan/Palestine circa 1700.



Thou didst make to appear the enduring fabric of the world

by the works of thy hand; 

Thou, Lord, didst create the earth on which we dwell,

—Thou, who art faithful in all generations,  just in judgments, 

wonderful in strength and majesty, with wisdom creating 

and with understanding fixing the things which were made, 

who art good among them that are being saved 

and faithful among them whose trust is in thee; 

O merciful and Compassionate One, 

 forgive us our iniquities and offences

and transgressions and trespasses. 

Reckon not every sin of thy servants and handmaids, 

 but thou wilt purify us with the purification of thy truth; 

and direct our steps that we may walk in holiness of heart 

 and do what is good and well-pleasing in thy sight 

 and in the sight of our rulers. 

Yea, Lord, make thy face to shine upon us for good in peace, 

 that we may be shielded by thy mighty hand 

 and delivered from every sin by thine uplifted arm, 

 and deliver us from those who hate us wrongfully. 

Give concord and peace to us

and all who dwell upon the earth,

even as thou gavest to our fathers, 

 when they called upon thee in faith and truth, 

 submissive as we are to thine almighty and all-excellent name. 

Amen.

P R A Y E R

Clement of Rome 



There’s a sense of complacency in these chapters, as

Israel winds down their fight against the Canaanites and

has to be goaded into taking possession of the land God

had given them. In Christ, we’ve been given the Spirit,

and along with Him, power (Acts 1:8), understanding

(John 16:13), and the fruit of the Spirit - “love, joy, peace,

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,

and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).

Have you taken hold of these things? Are you growing

in them as you nurture them in Christ? Or have you

settled for less than these gifts of the Spirit in your life?

Resolve to fight for them this week. Pray that God would

strengthen your love, your kindness, and your

knowledge of Christ this week. If you lack

understanding, fight for more time to spend in the

Scriptures. If you lack love, fight hard to love your

neighbor well. If you lack peace, fight hard in your

prayers to ask God to give you confidence in Him.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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1 The years passed, and the Lord had given the people of Israel rest from

all their enemies. Joshua, who was now very old, 2 called together all the

elders, leaders, judges, and officers of Israel. He said to them, “I am now a

very old man. 3 You have seen everything the Lord your God has done

for you during my lifetime. The Lord your God has fought for you

against your enemies. 4 I have allotted to you as your homeland all the

land of the nations yet unconquered, as well as the land of those we have

already conquered—from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea in

the west. 5 This land will be yours, for the Lord your God will himself

drive out all the people living there now. You will take possession of their

land, just as the Lord your God promised you.

6 “So be very careful to follow everything Moses wrote in the Book of

Instruction. Do not deviate from it, turning either to the right or to the

left. 7 Make sure you do not associate with the other people still

remaining in the land. Do not even mention the names of their gods,

much less swear by them or serve them or worship them. 8 Rather, cling

tightly to the Lord your God as you have done until now.

9 “For the Lord has driven out great and powerful nations for you, and

no one has yet been able to defeat you. 10 Each one of you will put to

flight a thousand of the enemy, for the Lord your God fights for you, just

as he has promised. 11 So be very careful to love the Lord your God.

Joshua 23:1-16 NLT



12 “But if you turn away from him and cling to the customs of the

survivors of these nations remaining among you, and if you intermarry

with them, 13 then know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer

drive them out of your land. Instead, they will be a snare and a trap to

you, a whip for your backs and thorny brambles in your eyes, and you

will vanish from this good land the Lord your God has given you.

14 “Soon I will die, going the way of everything on earth. Deep in your

hearts you know that every promise of the Lord your God has come

true. Not a single one has failed! 15 But as surely as the Lordyour God has

given you the good things he promised, he will also bring disaster on you

if you disobey him. He will completely destroy you from this good land

he has given you. 16 If you break the covenant of the Lord your God by

worshiping and serving other gods, his anger will burn against you, and

you will quickly vanish from the good land he has given you.”

Joshua 23:1-16 NLT
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The last three chapters of Joshua record a series of goodbyes. In Chapter 22, the

eastern tribes say goodbye to the western tribes and return across the Jordan. As

their army returns home they build an altar beside the Jordan - one that the western

tribes fear is a sign of their rebellion against God and worshipping foreign idols.

They threaten civil war, determined to purge any idolaters from their midst as they

did with Achan. The western tribes clear up the misunderstanding; the altar they

built was not to a false God but as another memorial for the next generation. It’s a

relief, but also a bad sign. Could the next generation forget the Lord so easily?

That’s the concern of Joshua in the last two chapters of this book. He knew the

dangers. He remembered the previous generation that forgot God frequently and

had rebelled against God at Shechem (Numbers 13-14). So he reminds the people of

their mission. They must take possession of the land that God was giving them. They

must be strong and courageous to do it all according to what God had revealed in His

Word. Whatever happened, they must not worship the false idols of others, or

“mention the names of their gods, much less swear by them or serve them or

worship them. Rather, cling tightly to the Lord your God as you have done until now”

(Joshua 23:7-8). Just like we have to warn kids frequently of danger, Joshua was

giving these reminders because there was a danger Israel might forget. 

W E E K  T E N  
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Joshua repeats the same themes in the next chapter. He reminds them of their

history and God’s faithfulness (Joshua 24:1-13). The land was their gift from God. All

that was left to them was to take hold of it. Israel, like Rahab, like the priests at the

Jordan, like Achan, like the Gibeonites and the Amorite kings, faced a choice. Either

“fear the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly... “ ,or, if He isn’t really God," choose

today whom you will serve” (Joshua 24:14-15). It’s the same choice Israel faced at Mt.

Carmel as Elijah challenged their idolatry (1 Kings 18:21). It’s the same choice the

hearers of Peter’s sermon faced at Pentecost (Acts 2:37-40). It’s the same choice

we face every day.

Will we follow God or not?

Sadly, Israel would fall short. The book of Judges reveals that the people often forget

the Lord. Joshua knew what was coming. He knew that they couldn’t serve God in

their own strength; they couldn’t maintain their own holiness or grant themselves

forgiveness when they fell (Joshua 24:19-20). But he had made his choice. “But as for

me and my family, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). He finished his life as he

began it: trusting God’s promises and following after Him. He finished well and

entered his rest at the age of 110, granted at last the title that describes him so

perfectly- “Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord” (Joshua 24:29).

J O S H U A  2 2 - 2 4  
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Read Joshua 22:20. Why were the western tribes so angry when they

thought that the eastern tribes were turning to idolatry? They imply the

eastern tribes have forgotten about the sin of Achan - can we remember our

former sins in a good way? Can we recognize they’ve been forgiven in Christ

but still remember their cost?

Compare Joshua 1:1-9 with Joshua 23:4-13. Did God’s promises and

expectations change? What does this say about God? What does it say about

how we’re to approach God’s instructions in Scripture?

For the first time in the book, Joshua is given the label “the servant of the

Lord” in Joshua 24:29. It’s the same title Moses was given in Joshua 1:1-2. Why

do you think that title isn’t used for Joshua until this point in the book? Look

at what Paul calls himself in Romans 1:1 and Philippians 1:1. Why is it such an

honor to be called God’s “servant?”

Given all that transpires in Chapters 23 and 24, how did Joshua finish his

race? What would it look like for us to finish our race well?

D I S C U S S I O N
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Psalm 46:1-11

1 God is our refuge and strength,

always ready to help in times of

trouble.

2 So we will not fear when earthquakes

come and the mountains crumble into

the sea.

3 Let the oceans roar and foam. Let the

mountains tremble as the waters surge!

4 A river brings joy to the city of our

God, the sacred home of the Most High.

5 God dwells in that city; it cannot be

destroyed. From the very break of day,

God will protect it.

6 The nations are in chaos, and their

kingdoms crumble! God’s voice

thunders, and the earth melts!

7 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is

here among us; the God of Israel is

our fortress. Interlude

8 Come, see the glorious works of the

Lord: See how he brings destruction

upon the world.

9 He causes wars to end throughout

the earth. He breaks the bow and

snaps the spear; he burns the shields

with fire.

10 “Be still, and know that I am God! I

will be honored by every nation. I will

be honored throughout the world.”

11 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is

here among us; the God of Israel is

our fortress. 



Thou, O Lord, who commandest me to ask,

grant that I may receive; 

Thou hast put me upon seeking, 

 let me be happy in finding; 

Thou hast bidden me knock, 

 I pray thee open unto me. 

Be graciously pleased to direct and govern all my thoughts

and actions, 

 that, for the future, I may serve thee, 

 and entirely devote myself to obeying thee. 

Accept me, I beseech thee, 

 and draw me to thyself, 

 that I may henceforth be thine by obedience and love, 

 who am already all thine own, as thy creature. 

Even thine, O Lord,

who livest and reignest forever and ever.

Amen.

P R A Y E R

St. Augustine
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James 4:14-15 says, “How do you know what your

life will be like tomorrow? Your life is like the

morning fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone.

What you ought to say is, 'If the Lord wants us to, we

will live and do this or that.'” Consider your own

plans for life - your career goals, your “five year

plan,” your will, etc. 

 In light of Joshua’s farewell addresses to Israel, and

in light of how he finished his own life, if you

fulfilled all your own plans could you call that

“finishing well?” If not - or, if you haven’t made any

plans for life at all - begin to pray and think and talk

with others about how to run the race ahead of you

in a way that serves God with all your might.

Action Step 
Think about it...
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