
Identities
Disciple, Family, Servant, Missionary

We are Disciples
As the ultimate authority Jesus calls us to come follow Him, learn of Him and obey
Him. As Disciples, we are continually submitting the entirety of our lives to His
authority. We must be committed to learning from Him & being led by Him. We
must be teachable and humble, recognizing that His rule, will & commands are
good. As we take the posture of a disciple, He is teaching us to be more like Him in
every area of our lives: our homes, our jobs, our sports, and our hobbies. Practically,
we will learn and be led through communicating with Him in prayer, listening to Him
as we read and study the Bible, and by carefully examining ourselves when we hear
the teaching and preaching of God's Word.

We are Family
A number of scriptural metaphors come to mind when we think of the relationship
believers have with God and with each other, but it seems that no other metaphor
captures the heart of what we believe God desires for His Church like Family.   Family
describes for us the close relationship we should have with God as our Father. It
describes for us all of the dynamics of how we should live together as the children of
God. Realizing that "life together" is more than a theory, we commit to share in each
other's joy, sorrows, concerns, struggles, and successes. As a family, we will spend
time with each other in regular gatherings to eat, pray, study the Word, serve the city
together, enjoy life, and build one another up in love.

We are Servants
In Philippians 2 and in Mark 10 (and several other places), the Bible teaches that
Jesus was a servant and that, as a people who are His disciples and are in His family,
we should have the same mindset. The people who make up the body of Christ are
called to reflect Him, and one of the ways we do that is to serve just as He Himself
came to serve. Serving is a part of our new nature in Christ. It's more than just what
we do, though, it's who we are; It's how we think and how we live. Serving is a
lifestyle! In fact, Jesus teaches that the greatest among us is the one who serves.

We are Missionaries
We are sent by God to represent Him well and lead others to Him. The Bible teaches
that Jesus was sent by God to enter humanity, so that all people and things could be
restored to a right relationship with God. As Disciples of Jesus, we are sent in His
image and as His representatives to proclaim the Gospel and embody the kingdom.



Jesus entered our world, worked, ate, interacted and lived in such a way that those
around Him could see and experience what God was truly like. In His image, we are
to live like Him: as missionaries sent into our cities to represent Him and live as
witnesses to the Gospel (2 Cor 5:17-21, Acts 1:8). We do this by living and proclaiming
the Gospel in ordinary Gospel-centered lives.


