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 Operation  

 Christmas  

 Child 
 

 

Dedication Sunday – November 14, 2021 
 

We are given the privilege and opportunity to share the Good News of the love 

and saving grace of Jesus Christ through a simple shoebox!  NOW, maybe more 

than ever, children and families all around the world are needing to experience 

the hope that comes only through a personal relationship with Jesus!  We can be 

used by God to share that Good News! 

Please begin shopping, packing, and PRAYING for the child/ children who will 

receive your shoebox(es).  During these unprecedented times of Covid-19, if you 

are uncomfortable going out to shop, no need for concern.  You can build a 

shoebox online for only $25.  Search “build-a-shoebox online” or search 

“Operation Christmas Child” to begin building your shoebox(es).  You may 

choose either “start building” to create your own box OR “build it for me” to 

have it created for you.  We are creating (through Samaritan’s Purse) an online 

Goal Page for Bethany Church titled “Bethany builds Boxes” and more             

information will be available soon.  Our goal is 220 shoeboxes for 2021 in the 

next 60 days!  Please take part so this goal can become a reality! 

After the children receive their shoebox gifts with Gospel booklets printed in 

their native language, the opportunity for discipleship begins!  “The Greatest 

Journey” is a 12-lesson discipleship program to help these children dig deeper 

into God’s Word and grow in their faith.  Millions of children have enrolled in 

The Greatest Journey and accepted Jesus as their Savior through this program 

since 2010! God is also using these children to share the love of Jesus with their 

families and communities.  Lives are being changed! If you are interested in    

donating toward this discipleship program, please make your check out to 

“Samaritan’s Purse” with “The Greatest Journey” on the memo line.  On          

November 14th you will have an opportunity to bring any checks forward for 

dedication in addition to the shoeboxes. 

 (Continued on bottom of page  4) 

 

Committee Meetings 

 Safety Team  

      October 5 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Property 

      October 5 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Christian Education 

      October 5 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Personnel 

      October TBD 

 Deacons 

      October 6 at 6:30 

 Outreach 

      October  12 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Worship & Memorials 

      October 12 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Finance 

      October 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Session 

      October 28 at 7:00 p.m. 
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The EduNations Golf Tournament and 

Chinese auction fundraiser was a      

success! $42,000 was raised for the  

Senior Secondary School in Rokasa,  

Sierra Leone. Not only did Bethany 

sponsor a hole (far right pic), we also 

had at least 10 members golfing. After 

the day of golf, there was a dinner to 

find out more about the school.     

Bethany’s own golf pro is seen in the 

picture to the right.  

 Pastor Search Committee Update 

The Pastoral Search Committee has completed the Church Information Form and the Opportunity List. 

The Church Information Form introduces Bethany to a potential pastor and is a first step in the process 

of calling a minister. It has a two-fold purpose. First, it gives the Pastoral Search Committee the oppor-

tunity for self-study and for the evaluation of our current and future ministry and goals. It represents the 

local congregation’s history, challenges and goals, and assists us in focusing on future direction.        

Secondly, it helps potential pastors in gaining a sense of the nature and uniqueness of Bethany. The  

Opportunity List is the job description for the senior pastor. It lists what Bethany expects from a senior 

pastor, what qualifications are needed to apply, and the responsibilities of the pastor. Both forms have 

been approved by session and have been sent to be published on the EPC website. Once published, you 

will find them on the following webpage: https://epc.org/mso/. 

 

The Pastoral Search Committee will continue to study the Westminster Confession and the book 

“Putting Amazing Back Into Grace” by Michael Horton which is a thought-provoking book about        

Reformed Theology. In addition, we are preparing ourselves to go through the applications when they 

are submitted to us. We will keep you updated. 

 

Please pray for the members of Pastoral Search Committee who are Sue Allen, Joni Knechtel, Lori Pears, 

Crystal Ruhlman, Mark Muehlman, Joe Phillips, Earl Runcan, and myself. 

 -Valerian Moeller, Chairman of the Pastoral Search Committee 

https://epc.org/mso/
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Bethany members had a great 

time at the Young Life Sporting 

Clays fundraiser on Sunday, 

September 12th.  It was a great 

day and a great way to raise 

money for one of our mission 

partners. 

Pastor appreciation month in October. Please let our worship leaders 

know that they are appreciated by sending them a card and/or gift 

with words of encouragement. We want to thank all the staff and     

volunteers for all their time, energy, and commitment to the pursuit of 

the mission that we wish to accomplish at Bethany Church. 

Dr. Bob Stauffer 
697 South 7th Street 
Sharpsville, PA 16150 
 
Dr. Dave Valentine 
408 Tidball Avenue 
Grove City, PA 16127 
 

Rev. Bill Woodman 
48 Staffordshire Court 
Grove City, PA 16127 
 
Josiah Forton 
1312 Smithfield St. Apt. 4 
East Liverpool, OH 43920 
 

Jon & Ashley D’Angelo 
114 W. Venango Street 
Mercer, PA 16137 

New Website 

Bethany now has a new website and it is super cool! Check it out at bethany-presbyterian.org/. We are still 

adding things to it so check back often and see what new fun content might be added. 

 

New Address  

Eleanor Masters is now living at her farmhouse. If you would like to send Eleanor a card her address is          

PO Box 186 Mercer, PA 1617. 

 

Save the Date 

The EPC Presbytery of the Alleghenies is sponsoring an Evangelism Seminar at North Park Church on          

November 13th from 9 am to 3 pm. We will be learning how to share the Gospel effectively. Some friends 

from Florida who have seen the Lord do amazing things with people coming to Christ will be giving the    

seminar. Mark your calendar for a very worthwhile event. 

http://bethany-presbyterian.org/


Music News 

The Bethany pipe organ is currently undergoing much needed 

repairs. The organ has been misbehaving during the past year 

and the repair company has finally removed the bad parts and 

they are rebuilding them. We are hoping to have it repaired in 

about a month. Meanwhile Denny is adapting to a digital      

keyboard and is doing a great job. Thanks Denny!! 
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BETHANY WOMEN’S NEWS FOR OCTOBER. . . 
 

MY LADIES AND FRIENDS BIBLE STUDY 

 

We will be meeting on Monday, October 25th at 10:30 a.m. in the social room for our once a month Bible 

Study.  Our study is on one of the personalities that we would not have chosen but God saw very         

important to His work on Earth.  We will continue our study of Rahab, the prostitute, and how she was a 

part of God’s perfect plan.  We will conclude at 11:30 a.m. 

 

OUR FALL BRUNCH IS BACK 

We are very happy to announce that the Bethany Women will again host our Fall Brunch.  It will be on 

Saturday, October 23rd and begin officially at 10:00 a.m. but come early if you wish (doors will open at 

9:00 a.m.) to share a beverage and renew old friendships.  It will conclude at about noon.  Our theme will 

be the always appropriate, “Gratitude—Even in the Hardest of Times.” We will have beautiful and fun 

themed tables—select your favorite when you arrive and save a seat for the friend or friends you invited.   

We will share some quality fellowship time, an always delicious brunch and our awesome baskets.  If you 

are willing to supply a basket, you can either call Nancy Ollinger at 724-662-3986 or call the church office. 

Baskets can be dropped off in the church office anytime or brought on that day. Who can come—any 

woman—young or older, member, friend, guest—in other words—any woman.  What is the cost?  We are 

asking each person attending to bring a box (or two if you wish) of cereal for Bethany’s Blessing Box.  Any 

size, any kind—use your ability to find bargains by using coupons, sales and dollar stores--they all taste 

great.  Please call the church office (724) 662-4340 and make your reservations with Lois by noon on 

Thursday, October 21st.  This year we need to get back together and focus on, "God is good, all the time. 

All the time, God is good."  Yes, we are back and we are so glad. . .celebrate.  

Continued from page 1  Just a reminder… pre-printed red/green cardboard OCC shoeboxes will be available.  

OCC  plastic boxes (made from a special plastic that can hold up under heat and handling for international 

delivery) are available online, Hobby Lobby and a few other locations.  PLEASE NO other plastic boxes.  They 

are brittle and crack/break.  NO large shoeboxes (example: boot size).  These are not cost effective for     

overseas shipping and they may show partiality towards one child.  In addition, NO used items and NO  

toothpaste, candy, lotions and liquids, breakable items or war-related items. Thank you.  If you have        

questions, contact Pat Amsler, 724-662-2255 or the church office, 724-662-4340.   Thank YOU for impacting 

the world for Jesus Christ! 



P A G E  5  

Bethany’s 2021 Financial Statement through August  
      

 Income       $317,692   Expenses      $ 299,419           Difference    $18,273 

Blessing Box  
 

Here are a few specific ideas for the Blessing Box 
for the Fall.  

-any RICE product 

-canned tuna or chicken 

-toothbrush & toothpaste  

Any other non-perishable is also appreciated! Reminder 
that we are also accepting 
garden produce (as 
temperatures permit) and 
hygiene items. 

Thank you for serving the 
Mercer Community by 
bringing in pantry items to 
share. 

For Sale 

We now have these  really cool       

T-shirts for sale.  We have sizes from 

S to 3X.  The cost is $10.  Ask at the 

church office how to get yours. 

 

Totally Terrific Tuesdays  

Time: 5:30 to 7:30 at Bethany Church 

Grades K-2nd will be held on Tuesdays, October 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th. 

Grades 3rd-5th will be held on Tuesdays, November 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd. 

Register online at https://vbspro.events/p/events/tttbethany for grades k-2 and 

 https://vbspro.events/p/events/ttt for grades 3-5. 

We are so excited to be launching TTT this fall.  We will be having two sessions that are each four weeks 

long.  The 1st session is for K-2nd grade and will be in October.  The 2nd session is for 3rd - 5th grade 

and will be in November.  Time for kids is 5:30-7:30pm. We are not providing dinner for the children, 

however we would love for donations of fruits and vegetables for a healthy snack. If you would like to 

help or donate fruits and veggies, please contact Ashley D’Angelo at (330) 853-9093 or email           

adangelo@bethany-presbyterian.org 

Thank you and God Bless, 

Ashley D’Angelo 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/tttbethany
https://vbspro.events/p/events/tttbethany
mailto:adangelo@bethany-presbyterian.org
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Bethany Presbyterian Church 

100 West Venango Street 

Mercer PA  16137 

 

Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

Bethany 2021 

Senior Luncheon 

Attention All Seniors!           

The Senior Luncheon will be 

held Wednesday, October 27th 

at noon in Bethany’s Social 

Room. There will be devotions, 

fun entertainment, great food 

and door prizes.  Please call the 

church office at 724-662-4340 

to RSVP by October 19th.  

 Hope to see all of you    

“Seniors” there! 

Egg-stravaganza 

Bethany has recently been blessed with a     

donation of 140 dozen eggs from a farm in 

Ohio.  The eggs are perfectly good except that 

they are too small to sell to the  grocery 

store.  We are giving the eggs away by way of 

the Blessing Box, at Pine Grove, and to anyone 

else who might benefit from them.  If you have 

empty egg cartons 

please drop them off 

at the church. 


