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Committee Meetings 

• Safety Team  

      March 1 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Property 

      March 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Deacons 

      March 6 after church 

• Outreach 

      March 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Worship & Memorials 

     March 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Personnel 

     March 14 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Finance 

        March 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Session 

        March 24 at 7:00 p.m.   

 

 

      

Bethany Welcomes New Pastor 

As you probably know, if you were able to      

attend worship this past Sunday, Bethany is    

extremely excited to announce that the Pastor 

Search Team has completed their work and that 

Pastor Robert B. White will soon be the senior 

pastor of Bethany Church.  We want to thank 

that team for their willingness to serve Bethany 

so faithfully over the past months.  They have 

done extraordinary work. 

So what does 'soon' mean, and who is Bob White?  When we say soon, we are 

talking about a few months.  Currently Pastor Bob is ordained in the church he 

is serving but not in the EPC.  He will therefore need to complete written and 

oral ordination exams and be officially accepted as an EPC pastor at a       

Presbytery Meeting.  This is a common way to become a pastor in the EPC,  

but it takes a little time. 

Bob White is the husband of Becky White and the father of three children with 

their fourth child due in March.  He is currently serving as Executive Pastor at 

Community Church of Portage Lakes in Ohio.  As Executive Pastor he is       

responsible for much of the staff management, facilities management and 

church finances.  He also preaches and teaches as needed and is involved in 

many other aspects of church leadership.  Bob holds a Bachelors of Arts in  

Religion with minors in Missions and Outdoor Recreation from Houghton  

College in NY, a Masters of Arts in Christian Studies from Trinity Evangelical 

Divinity School in IL, and a Masters of Divinity from Trinity School for Ministry 

in Ambridge PA.  He is currently working on his Doctorate.  He has extensive 

experience as a Young Life volunteer, as a church camp counselor and leader, 

Wilderness Guide with Summer's Best Two Weeks, and a student ministries 

         (continued)  
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Annual Congregational Meeting 

Bethany’s 2022 Financial Statement through January 

Income      $52,850   Expenses      $34,864   Difference      $17,986  

Bethany’s annual congregational meeting was held on January 30, 

2022.  The meeting was very well attended with about 70 people     

present.   

• The meeting was opened by Pastor Bob Stauffer with a prayer and 

a short devotion after which the minutes of the 2021 Congrega-

tional Meeting were approved. 

• Elder John Inman gave an encouraging report on the work and  

vision of the Implementation Team.  That was followed by Elder 

Valerian Moeller giving a report of the progress of the Pastor 

Search Team.  Valerian reported that the search team had two    

excellent candidates for senior pastor and would be making a    

decision on which one to recommend in the very near future. 

• Those reports were followed by reports from the Finance         

Committee on both the financial report for the past year and the 

budget for 2022.  Valerian reported that Bethany has been         

extremely blessed with many faithful givers and the financial     

condition is good. 

• Next John Inman presented the Outreach Budget for 2022.  We are 

excited about the work of our mission partners and the opportuni-

ty to build closer relationships with them and support them both 

financially and through prayer. 

• Elder Chuck Kite, representing the Nominating Committee, pre-

sented the Session's nominations for that committee for 

2022.  Chuck also thanked the outgoing officers and welcomed the 

new officers that will start their service March 1st. 

• The reports of Pastor Bob and the Elders were very uplifting as 

many exciting things are happening at Bethany as well as many 

things to look forward to as we call a new senior pastor. 

• If you were not able to attend the meeting and are interested in 

the reports of all the committees and ministry leaders, the Annual 

Report for 2021 can be obtained by contacting the church office. 

(Pastor...continued) intern at The 

Chapel in Akron OH.  He worked 

at Grove City College (under Stan 

Keehlwetter) for seven years as a 

Residence Director and Assistant 

Director of Campus Ministries 

(also where he met Becky.) He 

was an interim pastor at Tower 

Presbyterian Church in Grove 

City.  And, best of all, he and 

Becky are excited about coming 

to Bethany! 

This is just a very short synopsis 

of who Bob and Becky are and 

the process of bringing them to 

Bethany.  We will be sharing 

much more information as the 

process unfolds. 

Thank you to the Pastor 

Search Team for all of 

their hard work!         

Sue Allen                     

Joni Knechtel                

Valerian Moeller            

Mark Muehlman            

Lori Pears                     

Joe Phillips                 

Crystal Ruhlman                

Earl Runcan                      

Pastor Bob Stauffer 



Easter Flowers 

Tulips, lilies & hyacinths available for $12.00 each.  

Fill out the order form below, and return it to the drop box in the rear lobby, offering plate, or mail to the 

church office with your payment by Friday, April 1st. 

  Lily    Hyacinth   Tulip 

  In Honor of:              

  In Memory of:             

  In Celebration of the Risen Jesus 

Your Name:               

 

Lenten Lunches 

Lenten Lunches will start on Sunday, March 6th and continue through 

Easter. If you or your small group would like to help in any way,      

contact Amy Cameron at 724-854-3056 (text or call) or              

acameron@windstream.net. 

 

Backpack Ministry 

Each year for the past four years Bethany has been privileged to participate in the Mercer community backpack pro-

gram that helps about 62 children from Mercer Elementary.  Bethany helps during the months of February and 

March.  Each week 10 to 15 volunteers assemble the items that will be distributed to the children.  Betsy Rust is the 

administrator of the program and Laurie Ruhlman is the shopper.  The helpers meet in Carson Chapel on Mondays to 

pack the items into bags that will be delivered to the school for distribution by the teachers.  Each bag contains two 

entrees, two juices, two breakfast items, two snacks, and fruit.  They never know who the children are that receive the 

bags because the teachers do their best not to let anyone know who is getting the food.  The bags are usually deliv-

ered to the school on Thursday and the teachers put them into the children's backpacks sometime before they go 

home on Friday.  The program is funded by the Outreach Committee budget.  This is another way that Bethany is 

helping those in need in our community. 
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Financial Peace University 

Begins on Monday, March 7, 2022 at Bethany Church @ 6:00 P.M.  

COST: $129 - Contact Lisa Wishart for a free 30 day trial or she can set it up for you at the first class 

Are you wondering if this class if for you?  I don’t know about you, but as I see the prices rising in the supermarket 

and I hear about raising interest rates, I worry.  Take financial peace university, and put your worries to rest forever. 

 Look over the following questions.  Put a Y for yes or N for no. 

 ____  I think a budget is something that only businesses do. 

 ____  I am living paycheck to paycheck, I just don’t know where my money is going. 

 ____  I have credit card debt or I have credit cards that are maxed out. 

 ____  I would like to learn more about retirement and planning for retirement. 

 ____  I have a student loan, car payment, or any other type of debt. 

 ____  I have so much debt, how will I ever save for my child’s education? 

 ____  Everyone has debt, it is the American standard. 

 ____  My new year’s resolution was to get out of debt. 

 ____  I would like to learn how to do better with money. 

 ____  I would like to pay off my house early. 

 ____  I am concerned about the economy and how I will be able to pay my bills. 

If you can say yes to any of the previous questions, then this class can help you with your financial peace.  

Sign up online today at fpu.com/1148505 

If you have questions, Lisa Wishart would love to talk to you about gaining financial peace. 

Mondays 6:00-7:00 PM  in Carson Chapel 

Starting March 7, 2022 

Sign up online today using 

fpu.com/1148505 

Cost is $129, but there is a $60 refund from 

the church when you finish the class. 

fpu.com/1148505
fpu.com/1148505
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VBS 

Our summer will soon be in full swing, and no summer would be complete without 

VBS.  MONUMENTAL is the series we are doing this year, and we couldn’t be more 

pumped!  Make sure and mark June 13th-17th on your calendars!  The week will 

be full of crafts, snacks, activities, games, fellowship, songs, and most importantly 

the Gospel!  If you’d like more information, feel free to contact Ashley D’Angelo at 

adangelo@bethany-presbyterian.org.  Also be on the lookout for more              

announcements! 

SUMMER CAMP 

SUMMER CAMP (Impact Camp) is right around the corner! August 1st-5th at Heart-

land Conference Retreat Center!  This is going to be an absolutely epic week that 

you do not want to miss!  Students 6th through 12th grade are all welcome to join 

us!  We will be planning a fundraising event to help with the cost of camp and want 

to make sure everyone who wants to go is able!  Feel free to contact me at         

jdangelo@bethany-presbyterian.org for more information and keep and eye out for 

future announcements! 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/springttt2022
mailto:adangelo@bethany-presbyterian.org
mailto:jdangelo@bethany-presbyterian.org


EduNations Student Sponsorship 

Our March mission partner focus is on EduNations, so we want to highlight how Bethany Church can support this     

ministry by sponsoring an EduNations student.  The following are excerpts from the 2021 EduNations Annual Report. 

The EduNations Student Sponsorship program is a vital part of supporting our schools. Fatu Koroma, EduNations’     

Psychosocial Coordinator on the ground in Sierra Leone, reports that the student sponsorship program has had a     

profound, positive impact in the lives of the students who are sponsored. Oftentimes a student will decide not to return 

to school due to the pressures of the culture of illiteracy, prospects of an early marriage, or being needed for work on 

the family farm or through the family business. In these cases, the prospect of sponsorship often convinces the students 

to return to school because they feel blessed that a sponsor is invested in their education. 

Sponsorship is an eye-opening tool: with the education they receive, the students themselves become educators, teach-

ing their parents and family members the benefits of education. They encourage their siblings and others in the commu-

nity to come to school and benefit from the free quality education. 

On the U.S. side of the program, Beth Weaver coordinates the relationship between the student and their sponsor. The 

sponsorship program isn’t only having a positive impact on our students but also our sponsors here as well. 

EduNations has a record number of new sponsors this year! 370 sponsors supported students from Nursery level all the 

way up to our new Senior Secondary School.  If you are interested in supporting a student, you can contact Beth at 

beth@edunations.org to get connected. You can also visit the website (edunations.org) for students of all levels who are 

available to sponsor. Bethany Church is ‘Blessed to be a Blessing’ both here and abroad through programs like this! 

Glenwood Grounds 

It’s not too late to plan to attend a     

special Open House at the new         

Glenwood Grounds coffee shop, which is 

an outreach of our mission partner Hope 

for Renewal.  Plan to meet at Bethany 

Church at 2:00 pm this Saturday,        

February 26th to carpool to Glenwood 

Grounds or meet our group at the coffee shop (2906 Glenwood Ave, Youngstown, 

OH 44511) by 3:00 pm.  This open house is hosted by Gary and Cindy Koerth, so let’s 

show our support of this important ministry! 
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January Session Meeting Update 
• Elders Denny Thompson and Joe Phillips volunteered to attend the Presbytery meeting on February 19th in Beaver, PA. 

• Approved moving forward with air conditioning in the first floor children's wing and renovation of the first floor ladies’ 
restroom.  The church Wifi has been updated and should now be available in all parts of the church. 

• Lisa Wishart was approved to lead the Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University class in March. 

• Vacation Bible School will be led by Ashley D'Angelo and will be June 13-17, 2022. 

• Approved West Virginia Mission Trip for June 18-25, 2022. 

mailto:beth@edunations.org




Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Mercer, PA 16137 

PERMIT No. 39 

 

Bethany Presbyterian Church 
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Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

    Transitional Pastor 

         Rev. Bob Stauffer 

    Visitation Pastor 

         Pastor Bill Woodman 

    Church Administrator 

         Mr. Steve Amsler 

    Youth Director 

         Mr. Jon D’Angelo 

    Children’s Director 

         Mrs. Ashley D’Angelo 

    Music Director 

         Mr. Josiah Forton 

    Organist 

         Mr. Denny Horkey 

    Pianist 

         Mrs. Jane Deitrick 

 

 

 

 

    Financial Secretary 

         Mrs. Kim Watson 

    Treasurer 

         Mrs. Bev. Gallagher 

    Office Assistant 

         Ms. Lois Metelsky 

    Facility Manager 

         Mr. Dayle Wilkins 

    Custodial Engineer  

         Mr. Jarrett Smith 

     Kitchen Coordinator 

         Mrs. Amy Cameron 

Elders & Deacons 

Elders:  

Frank Carolas, John Inman, Chuck 

Kite, Ed Lindey, Valerian Moeller, 

Joe Phillips, Earl Runcan 

 

Deacons:  

Amy Cameron, Sue Horkey, 

Madalin Huff, Ken Knechtel, Lynda 

McQuown, Delores Palmer, Ed 

Pears, Lynn Runcan, Betsy Rust, 

Kim Watson, Carol Wiggins 

Bethany Staff 


