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Committee Meetings 

• Safety Team  

      August 2 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Property 

      August 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Deacons 

      No meeting 

•  Christian Ed. Meeting 

      August 8 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Outreach 

      August 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Worship & Memorials 

      August 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Finance 

      August 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Session 

      August 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

     I recently had the privilege to go to Michigan and attend the General Assembly of 

our EPC church. This was my first General Assembly and I returned excited and       

encouraged with what I learned and saw. It was an informative four days focused on 

evangelism, revitalization, and mission. 

     Our Presbytery of the Alleghenies has already been on the forefront of much of 

what was presented on a national level. There was a focus on evangelism. It was high-

lighted that evangelism is the foundation of the EPC. Its in our name, (Evangelical) 

after all. Beyond the EPC, evangelism is the foundation of the church. A church that is 

not evangelizing is a church which has lost its core purpose. I used the Three Circles to 

share the Gospel in our service not long ago. There was a very specific reason why I 

used this illustration. Pastor Bob Stauffer also introduced it to you a while back and I 

believe we even had an evangelism training around it before I came to Bethany. The 

Three Circles is the recommended evangelism tool of the EPC. You can find examples 

of it online—simply Google Three Circles. You are welcome to change and adapt it to 

meet your individual style, and there is a book that goes with it: Turning Everyday 

Conversations into Gospel Conversations by Jimmy Scroggins and Steve Wright. If you 

are interested in the book, simply ask and we will get you a copy. I highly recommend 

you learn this resource unless you already are confident in using another resource. It is 

the most natural way to transition from normal conversation to Gospel conversation. 

     Church revitalization and church planting was another focus. The EPC has 69% of 

its churches involved in church planting in some fashion. The goal is 100% but as 

someone who is brand new to the EPC this percentage is impressive. We are part of 

the 69% as we support a church plant which is part of the Hope for Renewal Ministries 

which also has a coffee shop called Glenwood Grounds in Youngstown. Check out our 

website for more information about this ministry under the mission tab. It is my hope 

and prayer that we will continue to support church planting as God uses us to reach 

Mercer in the years ahead. I find our focus as a denomination on church planting to 

be inspiring and encouraging and I hope that you do as well.  

     Additionally there is a focus on revitalization. The EPC wants to see churches and 

people thrive. They have created church coaches that have the ability to help a church 

walk through a revitalization process. Every church is different but the basic plan is the 

same and can be adapted to a specific context. There is a huge need throughout the  

Continued on page 2 
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Pine Grove Picnic 

The picnic at Pine Grove was held on Saturday, July 16th. Lots of 

fun was had by all with good weather and good attendance by 

Bethany members and Pine Grove folks. We had a great time get-

ting to know people better and making some new friends.  

continued from page 1 

United States for this revitalization and I 

love that the EPC is taking this need  

seriously.  

     A focus on discipleship can be seen 

throughout what I have already         

discussed. Evangelism is the first step in 

discipleship and both church planting 

and revitalization must have discipleship 

as part of their process. Finally, disciple-

ship can be seen in the Great Commis-

sion which was a clear focus at General 

Assembly. “Go therefore and make    

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 

This truly is the main call upon any 

church and our denomination has this  

as a central focus.  

     Finally there was a focus on  missions. 

I heard about multiple missionary     

partners that the EPC has. including 

Samuel Sesay who works in Sierra Leone 

and the broader EduNations, both of 

whom recently presented at our church. 

I am excited to see how Bethany can 

partner with these great ministries. I 

know many churches that would love to 

be connected so closely to ministries like 

these. Check these ministries out on our 

website and much of what I have     

mentioned in this letter can also be 

found on the broader EPC website.  

     I hope you find this update as       

exciting as I do. God is moving in the 

EPC and Bethany Church as well. Let’s 

partner together and anticipate what 

God will do in the coming year.  

Pastor Bob 
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 IMPACT CAMP IS ALMOST HERE! 

In case you don’t know, Impact Camp is our youth summer camp that we at-

tend.  It is held at Heartland Conference & Retreat Center.  We will be heading 

there August 1st-5th and already have an incredible group of students and 

leaders signed up to attend.  The theme for camp is MOVEMENT – it is about 

not having camp become a “monument” in your life but rather gaining    momentum in your relationship with God and 

the Spiritual Disciplines that we prioritize.  There will be a major focus on breakout sessions, small groups, devotions, 

worship, and community and we could not be more    excited to see how God moves through it all.  We would love and 

receive all prayers for safe travels, heart/soul transformation, and a renewed fire for God. 

   Women’s Bible Study 

   Tuesday mornings 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

   September 6 – October 18, 2022 
In seven sessions, Seamless covers the people, places, and promises of the   Bible, tying 

them together into the greater story of Scripture. You'll gain an overarching understanding 

of the fundamental layout and meaning of God's Word.  

Seamless will help replace the insecurity that holds you back with clarity and helping you 

move forward with confidence in their understanding of Scripture. Each week of study fea-

tures key information that ties all of Scripture together into the seamless truth of the gospel 

message and is accompanied by maps, general Bible facts, and word studies. 

Sign-up at the Welcome Center before August 28, 2022.  Please indicate if you will need 

childcare.  Book fee is $20. For more information contact Pat Amsler or Sallie Riddle. 

Operation Christmas Child                       

It's not too soon to start praying for the Samaritan's Purse Shoe Box collections. As you 

are doing your 'back-to-school' shopping it would be a good time to think about your 

shoe boxes. Start now collecting exciting things for the children that will receive your 

Christmas shoebox. 

 

Dr. Clair McClure’s 95th Birthday 

Dr. Clair McClure’s birthday is October 17th. His daughter is holding a card shower for him on this special day. You may 

send him a card in care of his daughter at: Dr. Clair McClure c/o Diana Brewington, 400 Sooner Park Road, Bartlesville, OK 

74006. She will be traveling to be with him at his home in FL for the celebration. Please send your card anytime between 

now and mid-September so she can get it in time to take it to her father. Be sure to not mention anything about this on 

Facebook because he reads Facebook regularly. 
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Join us for our 4th annual golf outing! This year's outing will take place at Avalon Golf and Country Club 

(1030 Forker Blvd., Hermitage, PA 16148) on August 29, 2022. The event will include a 4-person scramble 

with skill prizes and a delicious lunch. We will also host a banquet dinner with an online silent auction    

following the completion of the round of golf. For more information or to register, click here. 

Silent Auction 

On August 22nd, we will be kicking off a week-long online silent auction that ends at the post-golf       

banquet! We are currently looking for donated items such as themed baskets, golf foursomes, experiences, 

getaways, gift certificates, handmade items, and more. Interested in donating? Click here to fill out our  

donation form! All auction items are due to Debbie Stauffer by August 1, 2022. If you have any questions, 

please email golf@edunations.org or call 412-522-4756.  

You may also call Pat Amsler at 724-651-3509 who is collecting donations for Bethany. 

EduNations Mission 

EduNations is committed to igniting hope in under-resourced communities by comprehensively educating 

rising generations and to honor Christ in all we do. When boys and girls learn, the lives of their families and 

communities are transformed. EduNations educates the whole child in mind, body, soul, and spirit. This 

comprehensive education plan is supported by four core pillars of development: intellectual development, 

physical development, psychosocial development, and spiritual development. 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 

Sunday, August 14th after the Worship Service 

Come join us for a time of food and fellowship   at Brandy Springs 

Park, Pavilion #4 (look for balloons). Bring you favorite side dish or 

dessert to share.  Drinks, main entrée & table service will be      

provided.  See You There! 

https://www.edunations.org/golf
https://www.edunations.org/golf
mailto:golf@edunations.org


"OVERCOMERS" best describes the 2022 WV VBS 

Team this year. Obstacles were coming at us from 

many directions! Once we got our focus on the ALL 

POWERFUL "C" (CHRIST) and off the disruptive 

"C" (Covid) and started praying in FAITH, not fear, 

GOD showed up!!  2022 WV VBS was a GO!           

Approximately thirty teens, young people and adults 

comprised our team this year. We were a small team 

but our GOD WAS MIGHTY TO SAVE! 

Upon our arrival in Circleville, WV we were greeted 

like long lost family. So many smiles & hugs! Pastor 

Fletcher & our brothers & sisters in Christ could not 

have been any more helpful, supportive and loving. 

Helping & supporting us everyday showed their true 

commitment to the children and teens of this     

community. On any given day we had 15 to 18 WV 

adults helping to do whatever was needed. Our team 

was most grateful! They are most appreciative of 

Bethany's partnership in spreading the love of Jesus 

and sharing the Gospel  through VBS! 

Monday  June 20th was an extremely busy day! We 

traveled to WV (250 miles), unpacked all our personal 

items as well as camp supplies, set up tents and 

camp, ate a delicious meal ( prepared by CPC ladies), 

set up the entire VBS program at the church, VBS 

class leaders received their instructions, prepared the 

firehall kitchen for lunch the following day, returned 

to camp for music worship, vespers & camp fire. 

WHEW! We used every minute of that day! 

Well, 6AM Tuesday came fast. We were ALL excited 

to see our old friends as well as make new ones. The 

week was AMAZING with many GOD SIGHTINGS 

everyday! We greeted and loved on 70 plus children 

and teens daily. Our teens and pre-teens did an    

incredible job of making every child feel special and 

welcome.  They were "all in" all the time!  As a     

congregation we can be extremely proud of our 

young people and their friends!! 

As the week progressed we saw JESUS at work in the 

hearts of children, teens ( PA and WV) and adults! 
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Country Roads to West Virginia 2022 



Bethany’s 2022 Financial Statement through June 

  Income  $239,478  Expenses  $239,255  Difference  $223 

Book Spotlight  

God of the Impossible is a series of short stories 

sharing how God works in 

the lives of many in the 

Muslim World using others 

and His Word to bring them 

to the saving grace of Jesus 

Christ. It is very enlighten-

ing and will touch your 

heart.  This book can be 

found in the church library. 

Adult Sunday School will meet in the 

Kappa Chi room (with A/C)—next to the choir 

room—at 9:00 a.m. for fellowship and the class 

starts at 9:15 a.m. This week we are studying the 

84th Psalm, a psalm of pilgrimage.  Each week is a 

different Psalm, so anyone can join us at any 

time! Please come—we study, we learn, we share, 

we laugh!  

The following are the Psalms we will study: 

Week 4 — Psalm 100  Week 7 — Psalm 139 

Week 5 — Psalm 103  Week 8 — Psalm 143 

Week 6 — Psalm 112 
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Many accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior for the first time and many rededicated their lives to Christ.   

HALLELUJAH! 

Family night on Thursday was very well attended and we were able to connect with many parents, friends 

and families. The children and teens shared the Bible story songs they had learned, a testimony was shared 

and the Salvation message was given, all to the Glory of God! We shared ice cream and cookies with our 

friends to end a wonderful day and evening.  

As a team we were blessed with wonderful fellowship and camaraderie. EVERYONE helped when and where 

needed. In spending a week at camp with people, teens and pre-teens you can gain a whole different      

perspective and appreciation for their God given gifts and talents. Many times we have to step out of our 

comfort zones, but we have found WV to be a safe place to do so. "Many hands make light work" is so true!  

We ended each day with small group Bible study, worship music, the sharing of God Sightings, an inspiring 

message, testimonies, camp fire , prayer and our all time favorite closing song Sanctuary. 

The 2022 WV VBS Team gives our heartfelt thank you to our Session and congregation for the opportunity 

to further the Kingdom of Jesus Christ in Circleville, WV. We appreciate the financial investment but most of 

all we thank you for your PRAYERS and spiritual support. We would also like to thank New Life Church from 

New Wilmington, PA  for their personal participation and the generous loan of two vans for transportation. 

We rented three vans and when we arrived for pickup we were given one van!!! Their generosity was a game 

changer.  God knew, God Provided! 

We could go on and on and on! God's goodness and mercies were written all over this trip!  We thank    

EVERYONE who was on this incredible team for their selfless commitment and dedication to the success of 

the trip and their belief in the Saving Grace of Jesus Christ.  May all that read this be inspired and              

encouraged to PRAY for all those who came to Christ in WV this year! GOD HEARS OUR PRAYERS! 
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   Senior Pastor 

         Pastor Bob White 

    Visitation Pastor 

         Pastor Bill Woodman 

    Church Administrator 

         Mr. Steve Amsler 

    Youth Director 

         Mr. Jon D’Angelo 

    Children’s Director 

         Mrs. Ashley D’Angelo 

    Music Director 

         Mr. Josiah Forton 

    Organist 

         Mr. Denny Horkey 

    Pianist 

         Mrs. Jane Deitrick  

 

 

 

 

 

    Financial Secretary 

         Mrs. Kim Watson 

    Treasurer 

         Mrs. Bev. Gallagher 

    Office Assistant 

         Ms. Lois Metelsky 

    Sound Engineer 

         Mr. Dave Ruhlman 

    Maintenance  Supervisor 

         Mr. Dayle Wilkins 

    Custodial Engineer  

         Mr. Jarrett Smith 

    Kitchen Coordinator 

         Mrs. Amy Cameron 

    Technical Intern 

         Ms. Bri Dunlap 

Elders & Deacons 

Elders:  
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Kim Watson, Carol Wiggins 
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