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INTRODUCTION

As Coretta Scott King once said, “Struggle is a never-ending process. 
Freedom is never really won. You earn it and win it in every generation.” 
The restoration Christ seeks is not just individualistic. It’s wholistic. It is 
not merely about the redemption of souls destined for heaven, but it is 
also about the structures and the society in which those souls live. We 
are called to be the hands and feet of God, all endeavoring to further the 
work of God. That means we are to bring restoration to our society, our 
neighborhoods, our communities, and our world. The work of making 
the world a better place was on the mind of Jesus when He sent His 
disciples out to teach and preach in Matthew 10. The fulfillment and 
realization of God’s will come when those who regard themselves as His 
disciples go out to make a difference in the world – to help reconcile and 
restore a broken world and bring it back into a relationship with a good, 
great, and merciful God.  

KEY POINTS 

1. We must be ambassadors for peace in a world bent on 
hatred.  
Jesus tells His disciples that everyone will not be welcoming and 
receptive of the Word He was giving them. He knew not everyone would 
be hospitable towards them. In fact, He says they will be as “sheep being 
led into wolves.” He knew they would be spat upon, ridiculed, 
mistreated, unjustly imprisoned, and called everything but a child of 
God. And yet with all of that in mind, His instructions to them are clear: 
be agents of peace.  

There’s enough chaos and confusion in our world. The world is being 
torn apart by people who use our differences as a pretext to divide us. 
Tensions have emerged, and in the midst of it all, Christ is calling us to 
be agents of peace in a world of violence, corruption, and injustice, just 
as He did with His disciples. 

2. We must raise our level of consciousness.  
When it comes to our role in implementing change into the state of our 
world, we must do some consciousness raising. Jesus did not send the 
disciples into the world uninformed. He gave them all the necessary 
information required to do the work He was calling them to do. Jesus 
ensures that the disciples are aware when He makes it clear that the 
world they were entering is fraught with danger and risk. 

In doing so, He was making the point that peacemaking requires some 
consciousness raising. It requires an investing in getting to know what is 
happening in the world around us. If we are to restore the heart and 
soul of America, if we are to build up our beloved community, we must 
educate ourselves. The Bible says, “as a man thinks, in his heart so is he. 
If you educate your mind, knowledge is power, for an informed soldier 
is far greater than an uninformed one.  

NOTES
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NOTES3. We must realize the kingdom of Heaven is near. 
There is a connection between the command to “Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, and drive out demons,” and the 
ability to speak, proclaim, and declare that, “the kingdom of Heaven is 
near.” When Jesus talked about the kingdom of God, it was not some 
abstract spiritual reality with practical significance. He proclaims a 
kingdom that will rearrange, readjust reverse, and transform social, 
economic, and political arrangements so that, “the last shall be first and 
the first shall be last.” It is a kingdom that will replace all earthly 
kingdoms and their injustice with a divine kingdom with unending 
freedom, characteristic by radical inclusivity and love. That’s the kind of 
kingdom Jesus prayed for, and that’s the kind of kingdom we must 
realize is coming.  

4. We must have the courage to take a stand. 
It does no good to know the truth if you’re not going to stand for the 
truth. Jesus’ word to the disciples is not that they will endure injustice. 
His word to them is that His justice will have the last word; that Caesar’s 
power will prove impotent before the power of God; and that in the face 
of the worst oppression, the power of God is emerging through the 
actions of ordinary people in order to create an extraordinary world.  

Yes we must comfort the afflicted, but we must also afflict the 
comfortable if we are going to experience change. And to do that, we 
must have the courage to take a stand. Jesus wanted the disciples then, 
and He wants us now to stand for those cannot stand for themselves, 
and that requires courage. That’s exactly what we need in our day and 
age: we need courage.  
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. What is a practical way you can be an ambassador for peace in your circle of 
influence? 

2. Are you actively working to raise your level of consciousness and awareness of 
what’s going on the world? If not, how can you begin to foster more awareness? 

3. When was a time in your life when you portrayed courage and took a stand for 
something you believed in?  
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