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INTRODUCTION

Judas is the one character in the Bible nobody wants to be. He 
betrayed Jesus, and that is the reputation he will always have. 
However, what most people do not realize is that we are all more 
like Judas than we would like to admit. We all betray God. Every 
time you sin, you are betraying God. Obviously, you do not set out 
to sin or to do the exact opposite of what God is asking you to do, 
just as Judas initially had no intentions of betraying Jesus. But 
instead, he became frustrated as he waited on God. Judas wanted 
Jesus to be the Savior in military fashion and overtake the Roman 
Empire. When he realized this was not Jesus’ plan, he became 
frustrated and instead decided to betray God. If we’re not careful, 
we can make the same mistake. So in this message, we are going 
to take a look at the three things that can tempt us to fall into 
betrayal and take matters into our own hands.  

KEY POINTS 

1. We Have A Conditional Commitment To Christ 
Even though Judas was noble, he just wanted freedom for his 
people. His faith in God and his fellowship of Jesus were still 
transactional. In essence, he was saying, “God, I’m doing this 
because I expect you to do that.” Judas had a “let’s make a deal” 
approach to faith.  

Many of us try to make similar deals with God: If you heal me, I’ll 
stop smoking; if you get me the job I’ll come to church; if I get a 
raise, I’ll pay tithes. We make going to church, serving in ministry, 
and reading the Bible conditional. We think of God as a celestial 
concierge in the sky whose job is to sit by the phone and wait for 
us to call so that He can go fetch what we want. 

God doesn’t just want you to come to Him when you need 
something. He wants a personal relationship with you. If He gave 
you everything you needed, right when you needed it, you 
wouldn’t need to continually come to Him. God is more concerned 
with the process of you becoming like Jesus Christ, than simply 
making deals. Don’t have a conditional faith. Trust that God is 
growing you towards even greater things! 

NOTES
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NOTES2. We Don’t Like The Waiting Process 
Judas did not only have specific desires, but he had his own 
timeline for when he believed they needed to be done. Because 
Jesus was not working as fast as Judas believed he should, he grew 
impatient. He wanted the promises of God, but he did not like the 
process. Judas believed in the grand vision of liberation and 
freedom that was characterized by ushering in a new kingdom. 
The problem is that Judas had not calculated the process required 
to achieve his expected outcome. 

He believed the Messiah was just going to show up, and that 
would be it. He thought the outcome he wanted would be much 
easier to realize. He thought the Messiah would come and bring 
easy victories and quick success. Little did he know that the road 
to greatness is paved with hard work, difficult days, and let downs 
every now and then. This challenged Judas because when the road 
got rough, and the going got tough, Judas began to wonder 
whether it was really worth all of this to follow Jesus. 

3. We Think Our Sins Cause Us To Be Cancelled By God 
Perhaps the saddest part of the entire story is what Judas does 
when he comes to terms with the fact he has let Jesus down. He 
thought his sins had caused him to be cancelled by God. When 
Judas tried to return the money he had been given for betraying 
Jesus, the men would not accept the money back. So instead, 
Judas threw it down, left, and hung himself. 

Judas had convinced himself that he had fallen so far from the 
grace of God that he was no longer in the grip of the grace of God. 
He thought that what he had done was so bad that God had 
abandoned him. What he didn’t realize is that the God we serve is 
a God of second chances. God did not cancel Noah for being 
drunk, and God did not discard Abraham for being a liar, and He 
did not fire David for being a murderer and adulterer.  

The tragedy of the life of Judas is not that he betrayed Jesus. The 
tragedy is that he betrayed himself. He didn’t realize that even 
though he made a bad mistake, his life didn’t have end the way it 
did. And the same is true for you. No matter who you are and what 
you have done, your sins, no matter how bad they are, do not 
cause you to be dismissed by God. He loves us not because of us, 
but despite us. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Is your commitment to Christ conditional? Do you try to make deals with 
God so that He’ll come through for you? 

2. When was a time God’s process and timing was different from yours? How 
did that work out in the end? 

3. Do you see any similarities between you and Judas after taking a closer look 
at his story?
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