
BOTTOM LINE: 
God can help us out of messy situations. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will give a problem they have to God in prayer.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Daniel 6:10-23, Daniel in the Lion’s Den

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Praise the Lord for the glory that belongs to him. Worship the Lord because of his 
beauty and holiness.” Psalm 29:2 (NIRV)

SUMMARY: 
Finger painting gets really messy, but that’s half the fun in creating wonderful artwork. 
Kids will learn that when we let God into our “messy” situations, he will turn them into 
something wonderful.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for being there when we get into messy situations. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of his 
holiness.” Psalm 29:2 (NIV)

“Praise the Lord for the glory that belongs to him. Worship the Lord because of his 
beauty and holiness.” Psalm 29:2 (NIRV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Divide the room into girls and boys. Have the girls and boys read the verse aloud 
together, alternating every other word, so girls say the first word, boys say the second 
word, girls third, etc.

SMALL GROUP: 
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

MEMORY VERSE
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SKIT

BIBLE ART: FINGER PAINTING

ART ON ART: WHAT A MESS!

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Finger paints, an easel with a finger painting on it
Clean shirt/sweater that can get covered in paint during the skit

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
2 M

CHARACTERS: 
Art - An art lover
Tim - A finger paint artist

The easel is center stage. Tim is covered in fingerpaint. 

ART: Hello and welcome to Art on Art. I’m Art. I like to talk to people who make art. 
Today my guest is an artist named Tim. Hello, Tim. 

TIM: Huh? Oh, hi there! 

Tim shakes Art’s hand, getting paint all over Art’s hand. 

ART: Paint. 

TIM: Huh? Oh sorry about that! 

Tim pats Art on the back. 

TIM: Sorry about that too. 

ART: That’s okay, Tim, it will wash out. 

TIM: Not this paint. This is non-washable. 

ART: That’s too bad. This was a nice sweater. Tell me, Tim, what kind of art do you 
make? 
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TIM: Finger paint! 

ART: Finger paint? How lovely. 

TIM: Yeah, I love finger paint. 

ART: Tell me, Tim, why do you love finger paint? 

TIM: Well, I tried using paints that you put on with brushes and stuff, but I just 
kept getting paint on my hands anyway so I figured, why fool with the brush? 

ART: Sounds like you’re a very hands on artist. 

TIM: Well, it’s hard to be hands off with finger paint. 

Tim slaps Art on the back again. 

TIM: Sorry about that. 

ART: Tim, what is it like being a finger paint artist?

TIM: Well, Art, it’s messy. 

ART: I can see that. 

TIM: I’m always getting paint on my hands, on my clothes. Sometimes I get it in my 
food. And sometimes I get it… (scratches his head) Huh, I know I get it other places, 
but I can’t think where. 

ART: In your hair? 

TIM: (pats Art on the chest) That’s it! Sorry! 

ART: It’s okay. Life is sometimes messy, just like art. 

TIM: And thank goodness we have God to help us with life’s messes. I mean all the 
detergent in the world isn’t going to save that sweater, but God will always help us with 
life’s little messes. 

ART: Truer words were never spoken. 

TIM: About the sweater? 
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ART: About God. 

TIM: Yeah, I think they’re both pretty true. 

ART: Thanks for sharing your passion for finger paint. 

TIM: You’re welcome, any time! 

Tim pats Art on the back again. 

TIM: Sorry. 

ART: This is Art on Art. 

TIM: That sweater is art too. 

ART: See you next week. 



ITEMS NEEDED: 
Finger paints, paper

Begin this lesson by doing a simple finger paint sketch. Ask the kids to pick what you 
will draw and what color. When you are done, hold out your hand. 

Does anyone want to shake my hand right now? It’s a little messy, isn’t it? But that’s 
half the fun of finger paints. Finger paints are hands-on art. They get all over our fingers 
and sometimes, on our clothes and in our hair. But with a bath and a little laundry 
detergent, we can clean up our messes and start over. 

Sometimes life is like painting with finger paints. It can get pretty messy, and those 
messes can seem impossible to clean up. But when we give our messes to God, he 
can step in and get us all cleaned up. 

God wants to help us with our messes, no matter how messy they seem to be. Give 
your messes to God, and let him do the clean up! 

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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COVERED UP

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Two easels, two pieces of paper, smocks, finger paint

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose two players for this game. Put a smock on each one. 

The players will race to see who can completely cover their paper in finger paint first. 
The artist who covers their paper, leaving no white spots at all, the fastest wins. 

VARIATION: 
An alternate version would be to have two people erase or clean something - like 
erasing two identical, same sized white boards. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
God can help us clean our messes. 

LARGE GROUP GAME
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

BIBLE ART: FINGER PAINTING

BOTTOM LINE: 
God can help us out of messy situations. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will give a problem they have to God in prayer.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Daniel 6:10-23, Daniel in the Lion’s Den

INTRO:
Art can get messy. Whenever you’re painting, it’s always wise to put on old clothes or a 
smock to keep your good clothes from getting paint on them. That’s true whether you’re 
painting a room or painting on a canvas. Paint looks beautiful when it’s all done, but no 
matter how careful you are, there are going to be drips and spills and messes. 

Of course when it comes to finger painting, getting messy is half the fun! With finger 
paints, there’s no brush to hold the paint. You stick your fingers into the paint, and you 
rub them on paper. Or canvas. Or poster. Or your clothes. Or if your Mom’s not looking 
- on the walls. 

I’m kidding about the walls. Don’t do that at home! 

Finger painting is fun because you get messy, and when it’s all said and done - you 
wash your hands, wash your clothes, and the mess is all gone. Then you’re ready to sit 
down and make another mess on another day! 

Sometimes it’s fun to be messy, and whether it’s finger paint or regular paint, art 
messes are the best. But when life gets messy, it’s not always fun and games. Life can 
be a struggle. Sometimes things happen and we get into messes. Some messes 
happen because of the choices we make, like when we sin. But other times, messes 
just happen. It’s not something we deserve, and it’s not our fault, but we find ourselves 
in messes that we have no idea how to fix! 

Today we’re going to meet a man who was in a mess he didn’t create on his own. He 
was a faithful follower who loved God and obeyed God’s commands. When he got into 
a mess, he needed help - and he got it in the most amazing way! 
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READ DANIEL 6:10-23

MAIN POINT:
Daniel was a prophet who lived almost his entire life behind enemy lines. When he was 
just a boy, he and his friends were taken captive by the king of Babylon. They grew up 
in the palace of a foreign king who did not worship the same God. Yet Daniel remained 
faithful to that king, and to his successors, and God blessed him for his faithfulness. 

Daniel’s faithfulness was also the reason he found himself in a mess, yet even in the 
face of certain death, Daniel refused to deny his faith. Daniel was in a mess that he did 
not make. It was a mess his friend the king never intended to happen. Both men were 
sad, but one of them knew a way out. 

Daniel trusted his mess to God, and God answered him. He shut the mouths of the 
hungry lions, and he saved the life of Daniel. God used Daniel’s mess to prove to King 
Darius that he was the one true God - and the only one who can help with our messes. 
Daniel’s story reminds us that when we have a mess, we need to give it to God. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
Okay, be honest - who has a messy room at home? Sorry to say, God is not going to 
help you with that mess. Some messes require us to take action, and when it comes to 
picking up laundry and straightening toys, we are all on our own. 

But what about the messes we can’t fix? What about broken friendships? What about 
hurting families? What about illnesses and injuries that keep us from doing the things 
we love? What about hard times that neither you or your parents ever expected to 
happen? 

These are the messes God wants. God wants us to give those messes to him so he 
can do the clean up. God uses messes to build our faith. He says to us, “Do you trust 
me?” and he asks us to give up those messes. 

God also uses our messes to show other people that He can clean their messes. 
Darius believed in God after he saw the way God saved Daniel, and God can do the 
same for our friends and neighbors. Trust your messes to God so that others will 
believe! 

Messes are a part of life. Some are fun. Some are not. Cleaning up messes is also part 
of life. It’s good to know that when we have a mess we just can’t clean up, there’s a 
God who loves us and wants to help us get clean. 

Trust your messes to God. Let God build your faith, and let him spread that faith to others 
when they see you trusting in God and praising Him no matter how messy life is. 
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for being there when we get into messy situations. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
When was the last time you did a finger painting? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 29:2
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Let the kids draw a picture of a mess on a dry erase board or with pencil on paper.  
Then, after a few minutes of drawing, let them try to completely erase the picture of the 
mess.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Daniel 6:10-23

Who was Daniel? 

What law did Daniel break? 

What mess did Daniel get in? 

How did God save Daniel from his mess? 

Is there a mess you’d like to give God this morning? 
 
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Take our messes, and make something beautiful out of them. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
When was the last time you did a finger painting? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 29:2
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Let the kids draw a picture of a mess on a dry erase board or with pencil on paper.  
Then, after a few minutes of drawing, let them try to completely erase the picture of the 
mess.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Daniel 6:10-23

Why did Daniel get into a mess? 

How did God save Daniel from his mess? 

How did Daniel’s night in the lion’s den change King Darius? 

Do you think God can help with our messes? 

Is there a mess you’d like to give God this morning? 
 
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Take our messes, and make something beautiful out of them.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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FILL IN THE BLANK. 

King ______ made a law that no one could pray to anyone but him. 
DARIUS

______ broke the law by praying to God. 
DANIEL

Daniel was thrown into a den full of _____.
LIONS

God saved Daniel by shutting the ____________. 
LION’S MOUTHS

God wants us to give him our ________ so he can clean them. 
MESSES

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Bible Art Lesson 2

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: FINGER PAINTING

BIBLE ART: FINGER PAINTING

         IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Finger painting gets really messy, but that’s half the fun in creating wonderful artwork. 
When we let God into our “messy” situations, he will turn them into something 
wonderful. Daniel 6:10-23, Daniel in the Lion’s Den
     

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Do some clean up outside or inside the house this week. Ask the kids why we have to 
clean messes like the one you are cleaning. Then ask them what kind of messes God 
wants to help us clean.   
     
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What mess did Daniel get into? 
- How did God help Daniel get out of his mess? 
- Can God help us with our messes? 

                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse: 
“Praise the Lord for the glory that belongs to him. Worship the Lord because of his 
beauty and holiness.” Psalm 29:2 (NIRV)

   

     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Is there a messy situation in your life, be it at work or at home? Give that mess to God. 
Ask your kids to pray with you. Expect God to move, and look for God to step in and 
help you with that mess! 
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Have the kids do a finger painting before they go home, creating their own depiction of 
today’s Bible story to share at home. 

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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