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H appy New Year!  I have not spoken to a single person who has marked 2020 as a 
stellar year.  Perhaps 2021 will be better nationally, locally and personally.  I con-

fess my doubts.  I think it is going to be a year of greater darkness than last year.  Am 
I that big of a pessimist?  (Perhaps a little.  Haha.)  Actually, I think the potential for 
darkness is directly related to the increasing apostasy of believers, the compounding 
of evil in unbelievers, and the converging of the signs of the last days. Christians can-
not stop worshiping and serving with believers, individuals cannot prioritize the motto, 
òI want it all and I want it now,ó and governments cannot boastfully remove God, His 
Word and His righteousness from their decisions and laws without the result being 
Godõs discipline.  We would be in denial to see the Lordõs discipline and fail to admit 
it is a result of our sin.  HOWEVER . . . God is also a God of forgiveness, patience 
and mercy.  Neither you nor I can change the direction of our nation or world.  But 
we can change our personal direction.  We can change direction in our homes and 
who we prioritize.  We can prioritize weekly worship and serving together in our 
church.  I believe the Holy Spirit, in a recent prayer time, has led me to preach on the 
letters to the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3.  These are Christõs last spoken 
words to His church before He returns for us.  Please make it a priority to join togeth-
er, either online or in person, for worship and these instructions to you and me for 
2021.  Our positive response will make for a great year ahead, regardless of the 
storms around us. 

 We are saddened to say goodbye to Doug Burton.  We wish Doug and Linda 
Godõs blessings in the days ahead.  Please be in prayer for our search committee that 
will be looking for Dougõs replacement.  Our search committee is composed of Bob 
Henry, Mike Cowart, Kevin Austin, Linda Ward, Barry Plaxco and Kathy Simpson.  
They are very familiar with our church, and the combination of overseers and music 
leaders will allow God to lead us to someone who will fit well with our church and staff. 

 On another note we have some good news.  After considering options for an in-
terim music minister, Larry Shields has been unanimously selected by our overseers 
and has agreed to fill this role.  He will be adding it to an already busy schedule, and 
we are praying for strength for Larry to add this to his ministries, as well as a quick 
turnaround to securing a new fulltime minister for that position.  As Larry takes on 
these added responsibilities Fred Roth has been secured to help with the instrumental 
side of worship and Tonya Cunningham will be given some added duties.  Please be 
sure to thank Larry for helping us out with this great need.  He never planned to lead 
music again, but securing someone from the Dallas area to drive in weekly for rehears-
als and services was not feasible.  We are so blessed with all the staff that we have. 

 I believe we should take time to show appreciation for our staff.  One staff mem-
ber who works faithfully, tirelessly and with excellence is Justin Green.  When you see 
great slides on Sundays, impressive posters in the hallways, beautifully decorated 
stages and lighting in Fellowship Hall or the Worship Center, or you just appreciate 
having good sound and recordings every week, Justin is the person to thank.  We 
love Justin.  Much of what he does is behind the scenes.  And yet, Justin handles 
many things weekly we could not carry on without.  Take time to send him a card, 
make a call or personally thank him.  He completes 5 years with us in January. 

 I want to commend you!  Many are dealing with quarantines, fatigue, depression 
and burnout during this unprecedented year.  Others are dealing with fear and anxiety.  
I want to remind you to let go of the things you cannot control, entrusting them to 
God. Letõs put our energies into loving the Lord Jesus with all our heart, soul and 
mind, and loving others as self.  Remember that Christ is our Rock, our Father has 
adopted us, and the Holy Spirit has sealed us and lives inside of us.   

 I love you and will look for you each Sunday!   Happy New Year!    

Pastor Craig      

From The Pastor 



Encounter God 
 - In daily life (through prayer, Bible reading and pursuing Him personally). 
 - In worship with other believers (make worship of Him a priority each Sunday). 

Experience God Together 
 - By connecting with and being active in a Sunday School class or Small Group (praying, teaching, 

sharing life and serving together). 
 - By attending weekly Wednesday family meals and age-group studies (fellowship and equipping). 

Empty Self 
 - By finding places in your life where you serve God through serving others outside our church. 
 - By finding a specific place in our church where you serve God and serve others (childcare, teach-

ing, greeting, kitchen crew, mission trips, going where needed, etc.). 

Senior Adults 
  Our Temple Builders exercise group  
meets Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00-
10:30 a.m. in room 123. 

 SALT Team (Senior Adult Leadership 
Team) meeting is Thursday, January 21 at 
2:30 p.m. in room 120. 

 

Thank You 
 Acknowledgments have been received in 
the Church Office from: 

BEVERLY BRYANT 
DAVID & CINDY FINLEY 
PETE & MARGIE DOBBS 
BEN MILAM TEACHERS 
BOB & EDNA WINDER 

ROBERT & BURLDEAN ERDMANN 
 

Congratulations 
EDDIE & MISSY WALKER ñ  
 on the birth of their son, Ezra Jonathan 
 

DeaconsĢ Meeting 
Sunday, January 10 

12:15 p.m.  ñ  Room 501 
 

Staff Anniversaries 
 Four staff members observing anniver-
saries in January are church pianist Barry 
Plaxco (22 years), Building Supervisor 
Don Wood (30 years), and Media Coordi-
nator Justin Green and Custodian Jesse 
Fair (both complete 5 years). Give them 
thanks and show your appreciation for 
their service. 

 

Sympathy 
 Our sincere sympathy to those who 
have recently lost loved ones: 
TOBY MINNIEAR  ð mother 

RENEE BECKHAM  ð mother 

FAMILY OF PATTY PUCKETT 

EDNA WINDER & DEBBIE GRIFFITH ð 
    brother & uncle 

LIZ BROWNING ð mother-in-law 

LUZ RODRIGUEZ ð cousin 

Notes . . . 
O The Church Office is open Monday 

through Thursday (closed Fridays) from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

O Events/ministries still not meeting as 
of January 1:  Childrenõs Wednesday mu-
sical activity Stix õN Tones, Senior Adult 
Choir rehearsal and Senior Adult monthly 
luncheons. 

O  Our Sunday School meets from 
9:45-10:45 a.m. each Sunday. Online 
streaming of Pastor Craigõs messages is 
at 11:00 a.m. each Sunday. 

O  The church staff expresses apprecia-
tion for the gifts and cards received 
throughout the holiday season.  Thank 
you so much. 

O Many thanks to each person involved 
in the December 13 Christmas music 
celebration combined worship service.  
We were blessed by your talent, com-
mitment, and dedication. 

 O Childrenõs Ministry intern Jaycee 
Bruner has resigned effective December 
24.  She will be involved in college min-
istry at Midwestern State University. 

O End-of-year contributions must be in 
the Administration Office by noon 
Thursday, December 31 (or postmarked 
December 31) to be considered a 2020 
contribution. Thank you for helping us 
finish the year strong financially. 

O Many thanks to coordinator Charlotte 
Gill and each of 59 volunteers (including 
8 Boy Scouts) who served to staff the 
regional Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox collection center in our Family 
Life Center in November.  We collected 
10,119 shoeboxes (444 were from Faith 
Baptist) from 14 area counties.  Faithõs 
boxes were all sent to Mexico. 

O  Wednesday evening Faith family fel-
lowship suppers resume January 13 in the 
Family Life Center. Tickets are $5/person 
($20 family maximum for immediate fam-
ily members). Tickets are available each 
Wednesday starting at 5:15, with serving 
beginning at 5:30 p.m.  

A s we make plans with a heart of flexibility and an ear to how the Spirit 
guides, we are excited about Wednesday nights in 2021!  The Faith family 

meal will resume January 13 at 5:30 p.m.  Then the next week January 20, we 
will begin normal programming for kids, youth, and adults.  To begin, we will 
have three options for adults: Paul Simmons will continue his study on End 
Times: Everything you wanted to know but were afraid to ask  (free and meets in 
Reception Hall).  Paula Compton will begin a new series by Lysa TerKeurst called 
Itõs Not Supposed to Be This Way ð a study designed to help you discover that 
in God we can find unexpected strength as we wrestle between our faith and 
feelings and to offer life-giving perspectives for living between Eden and eternity.  
This class will have a nominal cost for study materials and will meet in the Parlor.  
Finally, we will start a new semester of One Shots with each week featuring a 
different guest teacher from among our leaders at Faith and each week promises 
to be something different.  This class is free and will meet in room 124.  There 
may be other short series-based classes as the semester progresses as well as 
special events and guests to be announced later.  Make plans now to come plug 
in and Experience God Together on Wednesday nights at Faith! 

            Winter Adult Equip Classes 
                 Beginning Wednesday, January 20 

               6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 Ministry Trees was a great success 
even in the middle of a pandemic! We 
had 32 visits to our homebound mem-
bers, 26 envelopes picked up to give 
financially to Calvary Familia Church in 
Denver. CO and 149 envelopes picked 
up to provide goods for Rainbow 
House. Thank you to each individual 
and family who Emptied Self through 
Ministry Trees this year. God is glorified 
through your faithful giving and serving. 




