
Moses’ Swan Song and Joshua’s Commissioning 

Deuteronomy 31:14- 34:12 

June 14, 2020 

This morning, we set the stage for a new sermon series, “The Conquest,” by transitioning from the leadership of 

Moses to the leadership of Joshua. We close the period referred to as the Exodus and enter into the time of the 

conquest of the promised land. 

Geographically, the transition is marked by crossing the Jordan River. Biographically, it is marked by the changing 

of leadership with the death of Moses and the commissioning of Joshua. Scripturally,  it marks the transition from 

the Law to the Prophets. 

• Moses was a great man, but he was just a  ________________. (Ex. 34:14-16; Joshua 1:1) These verses record 

for us the death of the man Moses, who was without question one of the greatest leaders in the history of the 

world. 

The name “Moses” is found some 50 times in the book of Joshua! It’s not easy to follow a great leader. Even 

the secular world views Moses as a great leader. Movies and books have been written about Moses, the 

“Prince of Egypt.” Images of Moses are seen on the Supreme Court building, depicting Moses seated holding 

two tablets, the Ten Commandments.   

In Gleanings in Exodus, A.W. Pink lists 76 ways in which Moses can be compared to Christ. Without 

question, Moses, like his ancestor Joseph, is a type or a foreshadow of Christ. While they are only a shadow, 

Christ is the reality! (Heb 3:1-6, Num. 12:6-8, and Deut. 18:18)  

 Moses brought physical deliverance; Christ alone brings _______________ deliverance. 

 Moses represented the Hebrew people; Christ represents a _____________ people. 

 Moses’ intercession was limited; Christ’s intercession is ________________. 

 Moses was faithful but not sinless; Christ was both faithful and _________________. 

 Moses, a great leader, died; Christ also died, but He rose from the _____________.  

  

• Joshua was a servant warrior prepared to follow _________________. The man Joshua is one of the brightest, 

most overlooked heroes of the faith. Perhaps more than any other OT character, Joshua exemplifies faithfulness 

and consistency, two qualities much needed in the Christian journey. 

 Joshua was uniquely prepared by God to succeed Moses in ____________________. 

 Joshua was faithful to serve in a secondary __________________. 

 Joshua was fearless as a mighty ____________________. 

 Joshua was man that trusted in the __________________ promises. 

 Joshua was a man who needed God’s _________________, just as Moses had. 

Application: 

Remember all flesh is weak and will let you down. Trust only in Christ for your salvation and security. 

Rest in the assurance that God’s work will continue long after we are gone. 

Recognize that every experience of life can be used by God to prepare you for future service. 

Realize that without the Lord’s power and provision, we can not succeed. God grants the victory! 
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Geographically, the transition is marked by crossing the Jordan River. Biographically, it is marked by the changing 

of leadership with the death of Moses and the commissioning of Joshua. Scripturally,  it marks the transition from 

the Law to the Prophets. 

• Moses was a great man, but he was just a  ____man_. (Ex. 34:14-16; Joshua 1:1) These verses record for us 

the death of the man Moses, who was without question one of the greatest leaders in the history of the world. 

The name “Moses” is found some 50 times in the book of Joshua! It’s not easy to follow a great leader. Even 

the secular world views Moses as a great leader. Movies and books have been written about Moses, the 

“Prince of Egypt.” Images of Moses are seen on the Supreme Court building, depicting Moses seated holding 

two tablets, the Ten Commandments.   

In Gleanings in Exodus, A.W. Pink lists 76 ways in which Moses can be compared to Christ. Without 

question, Moses, like his ancestor Joseph, is a type or a foreshadow of Christ. While they are only a shadow, 

Christ is the reality! (Heb 3:1-6, Num. 12:6-8, and Deut. 18:18)  

 Moses brought physical deliverance; Christ alone brings ___spiritual_ ____ deliverance. 

 Moses represented the Hebrew people; Christ represents a _redeemed_  people. 

 Moses’ intercession was limited; Christ’s intercession is _eternal_. 

 Moses was faithful but not sinless; Christ was both faithful and _sinless_. 

 Moses, a great leader, died; Christ also died, but He rose from the _dead_. 

  

• Joshua was a servant warrior prepared to follow _Moses__.  The man Joshua is one of the brightest, most 

overlooked heroes of the faith. Perhaps more than any other OT character, Joshua exemplifies faithfulness and 

consistency, two qualities much needed in the Christian journey. 

 Joshua was uniquely prepared by God to succeed Moses in _leadership_. 

 Joshua was faithful to serve in a secondary _position__. 

 Joshua was fearless as a mighty _warrior__. 

 Joshua was man that trusted in the covenant_  promises. 

 Joshua was a man who needed God’s _presence_, just as Moses had. 

Application: 

Remember all flesh is weak and will let you down. Trust only in Christ for your salvation and security. 

Rest in the assurance that God’s work will continue long after we are gone. 

Recognize that every experience of life can be used by God to prepare you for future service. 

Realize that without the Lord’s power and provision, we can not succeed. God grants the victory! 

  

 


