
“God’s Ways are not Man’s Ways; Let the Conquest Begin” Joshua 6 
 
One of the most amazing and unusual military strategies is recorded in Joshua chapter six. It had never been 
employed before nor since. God was making sure that there was no doubt in anyone’s mind, that He had given 
them the victory.  
 

• The ancient ______ city of Jericho. (6:1)The chapter begins with parenthetical verse that sets the scene 
for us. Jericho was “shut up tight”, secure and well fortified.  

 
The Hebrew text emphasizes this by the use of a double verb, “sawgar”. How tight was it “shut-up”? The same 
word is used in Gen. 7:16, when the Lord “shut-up” the door of the ark.  
 
I. The methods of God are __________. (2-6)  In the closing of chapter five, Joshua was viewing the city of Jericho 
when he met the “Captain of the Lord’s host”.  The strategy that led to the victory was not Joshua’s but rather the 
Lord’s.  
 
How would they defeat such a well-fortified city? Conventional wisdom would offer a couple of options: (1) build 
a siege rampart to scale the wall and enter the city. (2) besiege the city and wait for them to run out of food or 
water. None of these methods would have brought the glory to God, as the plan that God gave.  
 
AW Pink, “Mans’ extremity is God’s opportunity”. When we come to the end of ourselves, God is ready to work.  
 
Outline of the strategy: The victory is already a done deal. (2) 

ü All the army circling the city once a day for six days. (3) 
ü Followed by the ark of the covenant carried by the priests ( 6-7) 
ü Next came seven priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ horns (8) 
ü Followed by a rear guard of the army (9) 
ü Then the hardest part of all, “silence” (10) 

F.B. Meyer, “Silence, the hardest of all commandments”.  
ü Then the “shout” of victory! (10b) 

 
II. Faith in God’s Word produces ___________. (12-16; 20) Joshua rose early in the morning to obey the Word of 
God. His desire was to execute the plan of God to the letter!  It is not sufficient to just know God’s will, we must 
do God’s will. Delay is often followed by disobedience! 
 
Obedience is the greatest act of worship we can give God!  
 
III. The grace of God is ____________. (22-25) Even in this time of war and conquest we see God’s grace. Rahab 
had faith, acted upon that faith and she was spared.  
 
Why did God have the children of Israel march seven days? Perhaps as an example of His patience and 
longsuffering. Jericho could have repented, cried out for mercy and been spared.  
 
We read in the Scripture that when the covenant was made with Abraham, God said they would be servants for 
four hundred years. Gen. 15:12-16. God’s longsuffering grace had been extended for over 400 years, yet the 
Amorites (Canaanites) grew more and more wicked.  
 
Application: The Christian life is lived counter-culturally, the world’s wisdom and God’s wisdom is not the same! 
The Christian life is a spiritual warfare, we are called to conquer the strongholds of sin in our own lives. 
If we believe the Word of God it will be reflected by obedience to the Word of God. 
When the victory comes, it is all of God and His grace!!! 


