
Consider It All Joy  
 

James 1:1-4  
 

This morning, think about how to consider all the trails that we face in this life as joy. How are 
we to respond to these challenges when they come? 

• We must realize that trials are ______ and _______to all of us. (vs.2-3) 
James lovingly exhorts his faith family to consider or reckon all the trials that they “encounter” 
(means to fall into) as joy. To “consider” is a financial term which also means to count. “Trials” 
(basic meaning: trying, testing, assaying, or proving. Can also be translated temptation) will be 
various and diverse. We are told not “if” but “when“ trials come. The conjunction “when” 
indicates that no one will be exempt from trials.  

o Various trials are meant to test our faith and will be accompanied by some level of 
pain and suffering. (Matt 16:24; 10:21; Jn 16:1; 2 Tim 3:12; 1 Pet 4:12; Rom 8:16. 
Phil 1:29; 2 Tim 1:8; Acts 5:41) 

   “Our values determine our evaluations. If we value comfort more than character, then trials will 
upset us.” Warren Wiersbe 

• We need to ______ that all trials and tribulations are purposeful. (vs.3) 
How can we consider all the trials that we will face with joy? Because we “know” (the idea of 
full understanding) that the “testing of our faith produces endurance.”  
To be tried is not the same thing as to be tempted. We are tempted to do evil, which James insists 
God never initiates (1:13). God targets our faith by allowing trials so that our faith in Him will be 
strengthened.  

o Trials are not turmoil we tolerate but trusts we treasure. (Romans 5:1-5) 
  

• We must _____ endurance have its perfect result. (vs.4)  

God wants trials to run their course. We must be willing to submit to the Lord.  
When James says “perfect,” he is not alluding to moral perfection. He is speaking to spiritual 
maturity, “complete, lacking in nothing.”  This is how we fully develop as Christians.  

o It is through the trials of life that we learn to grow in His likeness, trust in His 
wisdom, rely on His resources, and ultimately live for His reward (vs. 12). 

“Great pressure produces a beautiful diamond!” Tony Collins 

Application:  
 What should you remember about God during your trials? 
 Be intentional to preach the gospel to yourself every day. This will renew your thinking.  
 How do your trials serve to benefit other believers? (2 Cor 1:6) 
 What is your goal and purpose in life? (1 Cor 10:31; Rom 8:28) 

 
 


