
The Old Covenant and the Earthly Sanctuary  

 Hebrews 9:1-10 

Following the quotation from Jeremiah 31:31 concerning the promise of a new covenant, the writer of Hebrews 
takes a moment to reflect upon the first covenant and the earthly sanctuary.  As he is encouraging his readers not 
to abandon Christ and turn back to Judaism, he uses many contrasts. 

 The old covenant is contrasted with the new covenant. 
 The Levitical priest is contrasted with Christ’s priesthood, according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 The earthly sanctuary is contrasted with the heavenly sanctuary. 
 The copy is contrasted to the original. 
 The shadow is contrasted to the substance. 
 The blood of goats and bulls is contrasted with the blood of Christ. 
 The imperfect is contrasted with the perfect.   

In every comparison, the new covenant in Christ is _________! 

• The Place:  The earthly sanctuary serves to reveal much about Christ. (1-5) The description of the 
tabernacle in the wilderness is given to us in the Book of Exodus, chapters 25 -27. God gave specific 
details to Moses while he was on the mountain.   

5 significant things about the __________: 

 The design for the tabernacle was of Divine origin. 
 The design for the earthly tabernacle was patterned after heavenly realities. 
 The tabernacle became a holy dwelling place only when God’s presence was there. 
 The tabernacle reaffirms the necessity for blood sacrifices. 
 Ultimately, the tabernacle finds its significance in Christ alone! 

 
• The _______: The continual ministry of the priests could never change the heart. (6-10) The focus now 

shifts from the furniture connected to the tabernacle to the ministry of the priests themselves. 
 

 The ministry of the priests was continual, and ongoing daily. (6) 
 The ministry of the high priest took place behind the veil once a year. (7) 
 The total ministry surrounding the tabernacle was imperfect and incomplete. (8-10) 

The point that the writer of Hebrews is making is clear: the old covenant with all its incessant offerings could 
never purify the depths of the human heart. It was composed of regulations for certain food and drink, 
washings, and regulations for the body. 

Here is the climax: “until a time of reformation” (10b) followed by “but when Christ appeared” (11). 

Application points: 

 Move beyond the shadow to the substance. In our worship, make sure we are not becoming distracted 
by form and order, but attracted to Christ. 

 Make sure that our worship is affecting our hearts, not just our behavior. Worship is not about behavior 
modification but heart transformation. 

 Remember that God alone determines the how we approach Him. Access to God is only achieved 
through Christ alone.  


