
A Perfect Priest and a New Covenant  

Hebrews 8 and Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The eighth chapter of Hebrews opens with the author giving us a summary statement. Notice how he words this 

summary, “Now the main point in what has been said is this”. 

Repetition is useful and necessary for learning. When we were children, we learned our ABC’s or our 

multiplication tables by repetition. Even now, we learn most effectively when something is repeated or rehearsed 

repeatedly.  

 

Jesus, the Perfect Priest in the Heavens. (1-6) The author of Hebrews is encouraging his readers to endure the 

persecution and stay the course of following Christ, even though it will be hard. 

Following Jesus has never been easy, and probably never will be in this present darkness. 

o We have “such” a high priest (1) This word is an adjective used to describe the “kind or sort of” 

individual that serves as our high priest. It denotes His nature, His character, and His position!  

This should be cause for praise and adoration, as well as wonder! The disciples in the boat said, “What manner of 

man is this that even the winds and the sea obey his voice?” 

o We have a seated high priest. (1b) There was one piece of furniture missing in the earthly tabernacle.  It 

was a chair. There was no stool or bench or chair anywhere within the tabernacle, for the work of the priest 

was never complete. 

Jesus said, “It is finished!” 

o We have a supreme high priest. (1c-2) The Lord, our high priest, does not minister at an earthly 

tabernacle, which is but a copy and shadow, but He ministers in heaven itself! He reigns and ministers at 

the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens. 

Question: What is more valuable, a copy or the original? Which has more substance, a shadow or the reality that 

forms the shadow?   

o We have a sufficient high priest. (6) Jesus has obtained a more excellent ministry.  How did He obtain 

such an excellent ministry? (Philippians 2:4-11) 

 

Jesus, the Mediator of the New Covenant. (7-13) The author of Hebrews now gives us one of his longest Old 

Testament quotations from the prophet Jeremiah.  (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

o The new covenant is inward and transformative. The old covenant was written on tablets of stone; the 

new covenant will be written upon the heart!  

There is some continuity between the old and the new; the Law of God remains the same, yet now we have 

the power of the Spirit working within us to transform our minds and change our hearts! 

o The new covenant provides a relationship and personal knowledge of God. In Christ, we who were 

strangers and aliens were brought near and made the people of God! We know Him, personally and 

intimately. We call Him our Father. 

o The new covenant provides forgiveness and grace for all our sin! The old covenant could never deal 

with man’s greatest problem: his sin. All the blood of all the lambs slain throughout all the Old Testament 

could never atone for sin. Jesus, the perfect Lamb, offered His own blood, once and for all, to grant us 

justification! His sacrifice made it possible for us to be made right in the sight of a holy God. 

 

 


