
Faith in the Promise   

Hebrews 11:20-22 

The writer of Hebrews now briefly mentions the descendants of Abraham: Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. The lives 
of these three patriarchs are detailed for us in Genesis 21- 50. The writer of Hebrews has a vast amount of 
material he could have chosen, but he chooses to mention them only in reference to their dying. What do these 
three individuals and these three verses teach us? 

• Faith enables the Christian to finish                     . Faith has an essential work to do throughout our 
spiritual journey, but perhaps its greatest work comes at the end of our lives. God gives us dying 
grace, and a part of that grace is the gift of faith! Christians live by faith, and they die by faith! (Phil. 
1:20-23; 2 Cor. 5:6-9) 

At first glance this may seem odd to us. Why would he mention the blessing of future generations at the time 
their dying? Isaac blessing Jacob and Esau was a very interesting story, but the author of Hebrews doesn’t 
mention the details, only the act of blessing.  

• Faith does not fail, even though expressed through human                                 . All three of these 
men had varied and diverse experiences.  

Isaac was the son of promise. Isaac was a submissive son, willing to be bound and laid on the altar, yet Isaac 
had the same proclivity and sin as did his father. He told lies when the pressure was on! 

Jacob was a trickster, a deceiver, and a scam artist; his life is certainly not an illustration of virtue! 

Joseph was a shining illustration of divine providence.  His life exemplified faith more than his father or 
grandfather. Isaac was a liar, Jacob a scoundrel, and Joseph a victim. But they all had faith! 

• Faith does not fail when it is founded upon the                                                   (the Covenant). As 
diverse as these three are, they all share in the same covenant, the covenant that God made with 
Abraham.  

The covenant of God will be fulfilled! Albert Mohler, “For Joseph to look forward to the exodus and to 
communicate that to his sons is almost as shocking as Abraham saying to Sarah ‘we are going to have a 
baby.’”  

• Faith does not fail, because it is not subject to man’s                             . The stories of both the 
blessing of Jacob instead of Esau and the strange events surrounding the blessing of Joseph’s two sons 
serve to remind us that the plan of God moves along on a divinely set path. 

God has an eternal view, where we have only a temporal view. History demonstrates that the plan of God, 
although often worked in mysterious ways, is always right.  

Application: 

God is faithful to keep His Word. We can take that to the bank! 

God’s plans are often mysterious to us in the moment, but they will be abundantly clear in eternity! 

With faith in God, even dying is an act of worship.  

  

 


