
Summary: Christ Alone, Once and For All Time  

Hebrews 10:1-18 

The writer of Hebrews is about to end this lengthy section concerning the high priestly ministry of Christ. 
It is most common after a lengthy debate or legal defense that there be a closing summation, a concise 
recapitulation of the main points of what has been said or shared. The writer of Hebrews has already, on 
at least one occasion, sought to remind his audience of the main point. (Heb. 8:1)   

It seems that he is drawing this discussion concerning the old covenant and the new covenant to a close 
with some final thoughts of affirmation: affirmation of Christ! 

• Christ alone offers us complete _________ The author opens by declaring the deficiencies of 
the old covenant: it could never “make perfect” the worshipper (v. 1), it could never “take away 
sin” (v. 4&11), and it could never offer “lasting forgiveness.” (v. 17) The old covenant was only a 
shadow of good things to come! Everything is better in Christ! 

B.B. Warfield wrote, “The saving power of faith resides thus not in itself, but in the Almighty Savior on 
whom it rests.” 

Martin Luther said, “Jesus Christ is the center and circumference of the Bible.” 

As Spurgeon told his congregation, “Both feet must be firmly planted on the Rock of Ages. Christ must be 
in every sermon, and He must be the top and the bottom too, of every sermon and of all theology that is 
preached.” 

• Christ alone ______ the old and ushers in the new. (5-10) The author of Hebrews takes us 
back to the discussion concerning the incarnation, when God became flesh. He reminds us that it 
was necessary for Christ to take a body, a body prepared by God Himself.  

“The Law, a shadow of good things to come” (v. 1); “He takes away the first, in order to establish 
the second,” (v. 9) and “there is no longer any offering for sin.” (v. 18)  

Joel Beeke, “Salvation is only in Jesus Christ because there are two conditions that, no matter how hard 
we try, we can never meet. Yet, they must be done if we are to be saved. The first is to satisfy the justice of 
God through obedience to the law. The second is to pay the price of our sins. We cannot do either, but 
Christ did both perfectly.”  

Romans 5:19 says, “By the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” Romans 5:10 says, “When 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.” There is no other way to come into 
the presence of God than through Christ alone. 

Jesus giving Himself, giving His body and blood, has put the sacrificial system under the old covenant, 
“OUT OF BUSINESS.” 

Application: 

ü If salvation could be found in any other means, then Christ’s sacrifice was in vain. 
ü The need for forgiveness of sin is man’s greatest need, and only Christ can offer it. 
ü The work of Christ is totally sufficient; we need not add anything to it! 


