
The Two Greatest Loves 
Mark 12:28-34 

 
Humans like to ask what is the ________________________ question. 
Theses types of questions are not new. 

• They go back to the time of Jesus when a religious leader asked the Lord Jesus about “the most 
important” of all the commandments. (Mark 12:28). He gave him ___________, telling him as recorded 
in Matthew 22:40. 

• Both commandments are grounded in our responsibility to _______________________. 
 
We are commanded to love God  _________________________. (Mark 12:28-30) 

• The rabbinic tradition had identified _________ commandments in the first 5 books of the Bible, the Torah 
(The Pentateuch or the Five Books of Moses) 

• 248 were _________________ and 365 were __________________.  Some were light and some were heavy. 
a. A light rabbinic commandment: 97th Commandment – on lending money to the poor without interest. 

(Exodus 22:25) 
b. A heavy rabbinic commandment: 318th Commandment – on cursing a parent. (Exodus 21:17) 

• Jesus responds quickly and to the point:  He quotes what Israel called the daily prayer or confession (Shema) 
found in Duet. 6:4-5, and the context of the Shema was quite instructive. 

• To love God means to teach these commandments to your children and grandchildren, when you sit, walk, lie 
down, and rise.  Also remembering not to forget He is the Lord. (Deut. 6:2,7,12) 

• The repetition of the word ________________ (4 times in Mark 12:30) is significant, as it emphasized the 
comprehensive nature to how we are to love Yahweh, our Elohim, the Lord our God. 

 
We are command to Love others _____________________________. (Mark 12:31-34) 

• As is so often the case, Jesus gives us more than we ask for!  The religious lawyer wanted to know what 
commandment is the most important.  Jesus responds by telling him there are 2 that go together.  WHY? 

• Because how you respond to the _____________ will determine how you respond to the 
___________________.  When you obey the second, it will give evidence that you have embraced the first. 

• Jesus adds Leviticus 19:18  as a complement to Deut. 6:4-5. 
• There is a healthy kind of self-love that is cognizant of the truth what we are the objects both of the creating  

and redeeming love of our God.  To hate myself is actually an offense to God and calls in to question His 
wisdom and goodness.  Furthermore, the love a person naturally has for himself is now “turned out” toward 
others.  The object of my affection and concern moves from me to others. (Phil. 2:3-5) 

• In a mysterious ______________, the more I truly love myself, the more I will deny myself and love others.  
However, only by loving God supremely will you be able to love others – all others – genuinely. 

• To Love God supremely and our neighbor genuinely “is far more important than all the burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.” (Mark 12:33) 

 
Conclusion 

• Jesus then said, “You are not far from the Kingdom of God.” (Mark 12:34).  What did Jesus mean by 
this? 

• You need to draw near to the One who has brought the _________________________ near. (Mark 1:15) 
• You need to draw near to Jesus, the Savior of the world. 
• One draws near and enters God’s Kingdom by a _________________ with Christ Jesus.  A relationship 

that results in:  Loving God supremely and others genuinely. 


