
The Synopsis of the White Paper: A Summary 

 

Background, History, and Role of Damascus in the Community 

● Damascus International Fellowship began in 1972 as Damascus Missionary Baptist Church 1972 by 

Dr. B.A. Taylor with 65 founding members. 

● The congregation moved from its inaugural site in Hillman City to our current location of Columbia 

City, including a purchase of over 2 acres on which the current Damascus campus rests. The BA 

Taylor Center provided affordable child care to the community for several years.  

● Damascus has served a vital role in the community; it has hosted political debates and served as a 

meeting venue and training space for local organizations. Community outreach and engagement 

have included a clothing donation closet (Lillie’s Closet), a homeless shelter in the parsonage, food 

support, and participation in community events such as parades.  

● The Damascus sanctuary has provided many congregations with a place to worship. We’ve shared 

our space with La Palabra (Hispanic), Church For All Nations (Ethiopian), Church of Hope 

(Vietnamese), and Kingdom Christ Center (African-American). 

● Historically, African-American churches have always been places of 

refuge, affirmation, socialization, and advocacy for our communities. 

 

Current Situation 

● Rising Housing prices, property taxes, and rent in the Seattle region have forced many residents and 

institutions of color to relocate. Gentrification has highlighted growing economic disparities between 

prosperous newcomers and underserved community members. 

● Seattle is losing the largest contiguous Black neighborhood north of California 

and now, some of the most enduring institutions in the CD and Columbia City 

Communities—the historically Black churches—face difficult decisions about 

whether to stay or to go. 

● Newcomers often envision a different community than longstanding residents, causing conflict. 

 

Future Goals/Objectives 

● Repurpose and redevelop church property to mitigate the effects of rapid socioeconomic change. 

● Address displacement through providing affordable housing and social programming. 

● Establish Damascus as an anchor in a rapidly changing community. 

● Create opportunities that will provide capital to cover expenses and fund the mission. 

 

Community Needs  

● Affordable housing for families and Seniors 

● Community space for arts, skill development, mentoring, meetings 

● Recreational space for athletics 

● Social services for Seniors, Immigrants, Minorities 

 

Additional Resources (Click on Headline to go to webpage) 

King 5 Story on the Nehemiah Group 

 

Demographic Changes in Columbia City  

 

Article-”Seattle’s Diverse Neighborhoods are Surprisingly Segregated 

 

 

 

 

The Vision of Damascus International Fellowship| “To be a multifunctional ministry that holistically 

ministers to all people through the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

 

https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/seattle/group-works-to-save-central-districts-black-churches-seattle/281-4753a215-173e-4906-8ea6-49607f1983ac
https://depts.washington.edu/geostory/omeka/exhibits/show/geog-490--kendra/research-related-question
https://kuow.org/stories/seattles-diverse-neighborhoods-are-surprisingly-segregated/

