
The Life of Job

Job 38:1-7; 40:1-9; 42:1-6



38 Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. 

He said: 2 “Who is this that darkens my counsel 

with words without knowledge? 
3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, 

and you shall answer me. 
4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s 
foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 



5 Who marked off its dimensions? 

Surely you know! 

Who stretched a measuring line across it? 
6 On what were its footings set, 

or who laid its cornerstone—
7 while the morning stars sang together 

and all the angels shouted for joy? 



40 The LORD said to Job: 
3 Then Job answered the LORD: 

4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you? 

I put my hand over my mouth. 
5 I spoke once, but I have no answer—

twice, but I will say no more.” 



6 Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm: 
7 “Brace yourself like a man; 

I will question you, 

and you shall answer me. 
8 “Would you discredit my justice? 

Would you condemn me to justify yourself?



42 Then Job replied to the LORD: 
2 “I know that you can do all things; 

no plan of yours can be thwarted. 
3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my 

counsel without knowledge?’ 

Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, 

things too wonderful for me to know. 



4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; 

I will question you, 

and you shall answer me.’ 
5 My ears had heard of you 

but now my eyes have seen you. 
6 Therefore I despise myself 

and repent in dust and ashes.” 



1. What happened? (Chapters 1-2)
1:8 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There 

is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears 
God and shuns evil.” 

9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a 
hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have 
blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread 

throughout the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything he 
has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 

• Does Job fear God for nothing?
• What is at stake here?



2. Trying to Make Sense of It
2:9 His wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to your integrity? 

Curse God and die!”

4:5 But now trouble comes to you, and you are discouraged; it strikes you, and 
you are dismayed. 6 Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless 

ways your hope? 7 “Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? 
Where were the upright ever destroyed? 8 As I have observed, those who plow 

evil and those who sow trouble reap it. 

• Wife: Curse God and die
• Friends: You are to blame
• Job: I need God



3. God Speaks
38:1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. 

He said: 2 “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? 
3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. 

4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?  Tell me, if you understand.

• Where were you?
• I am God



4. Job Responds
42 Then Job replied to the LORD: 2 “I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours 

can be thwarted. 3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without 
knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for 
me to know. 4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you 

shall answer me.’ 5 My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. 
6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.” 

• Strong medicine
• I heard, but now I see



“Now, in the clear light of day, I see that God, if he 
was merely my accomplice, had betrayed me. If, on 
the other hand, he was God, he had freed me. For 

God is God, and if he is God, he is worthy of my 
worship and my service. I will find rest nowhere but 
in his will, and that will is infinitely, immeasurably, 
unspeakably beyond my largest notion of what he 

is up to.” – Elizabeth Elliot 



Concluding Thoughts
9:33 If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon us 

both, 34 someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his terror would frighten me 
no more. 35 Then I would speak up without fear of him, but as it now stands with 

me, I cannot. 

19:25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the 
earth. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I 
myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns 

within me! 

• True faith
• Will you condemn God to justify yourself?
• Mediator
• My redeemer lives


