
Week 14 - March 1, 2021 - 1Tim. 3:3 

 
A. The Contentiousness Continuum -  Paul expects godly men to be “uncontentious” of “not quarrelsome” 

While we can all have this quality to some degree, Paul is warning men not to habitually engage in these 
behaviors because they cause division and destroy the peace God intends his people to experience. Below are 
some ways men can demonstrate contentious behavior: 

1. Obstinate Oliver - “stubbornly sticks to his view even when it is unhelpful or harmful” 
2. Argumentative Andy - “is ready for a verbal fight with anyone who disagrees with him” 
3. Know it all Norm - “is always right and is quick to correct others” 
4. Contrarian Carl - “injects an alternative viewpoint at every opportunity” 

* The Bible warns against being contentious 
Prov. 26:21 - As charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire, So is a contentious man to kindle strife. 
Prov. 20:3 - It is to a man’s honor to avoid strife, but every fool is quick to quarrel.  
Rom. 12:18 - If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
 
B. Biblical examples of contention 

1. Paul and Barnabas disagree of John Mark in Acts 15:39-40 - But later reconcile and partner for the 
gospel Col. 4:10 

2. Paul confronts Peter over hypocrisy - Gal. 2:11-13  
3. Matt. 20:20-28 - Jesus tells the James and John to focus on serving others. 
* Even godly leaders struggled with contention 

 
C. We are all on a spiritual journey 
1. It is encouraging to know that the men Jesus chose to change the world had human weaknesses and some had 

serious character flaws, but God worked in their lives and changed all that. Over a process of time they learned to 
love one another as Christ loved them. John 13:34-35 

 
D. The importance of unity 

1. Jesus prayed that his followers would be “one” - John 17:20-23  
2. When believers demonstrate unity they participate in God’s plan to reach the world by demonstrating the 

very essence of the Christian faith - 2 Cor. 5:19 
3. Matt. 5:9 - blessed are the peacemakers 

 
E. How to build unity 

1. Rom. 12:16 - Do not be wise in your own estimation 

2. Rom. 12:18 - If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 

3. Rom. 14:19 - Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may 

edify another. 

4. Rom. 15:5-6 - Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, 

according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

5. Eph. 4:1-3 - I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which 

you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

We will use the book The Measure of a Man by Gene Getz, which draws on the apostle Paul's 
letters to Timothy and Titus to discover 20 attributes of a godly man.  

Getting a copy of the book is encouraged but not required. 

https://www.christianbook.com/measure-twenty-attributes-godly-revised-edition/gene-getz/9780800722388/pd/722383?en=google&event=SHOP&kw=christian-living-0-20%7C722383&p=1179710&dv=c&gclid=Cj0KCQjwvvj5BRDkARIsAGD9vlI2TGlwZDUgkOaW-Wp4b2SBL4_IJTqVwXj8ogSiJScITQP

